RUTGERS 

UNIVERSITY 

LIBRARY 


Presented  by 
virs  .    Jay  B.R.Smith 


DIGEST  AND   COMPILATIOX  OF  THE 
STATUTES  AXD    I)K(TSIONS 


KF.(;ULATINc;   THE 


Assessment  and  Collection,  of 
Taxes  in  New  Jersev, 


WITH 


Blanks  and  Forms  tor  the  Use  ot  Assessoi^ 
and  Collectors. 


rREPARED    r.Y    THE 

STATE  BOARD   OF  TAXATION. 

Hrnry  J.  West,  President.  Carl  Lentz. 

Charles  C.  Black.  Joseph  Thompson. 

Thomas  B.  Usher,  Secretary. 


TRENTON,  N.  J.:  , 
The  John  L.  Murphy  Publishing  Co.,  Pkinthrs. 

1901. 


St 


CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS  UNDER  THE 
TAX  LAWS. 


February        1.     Commencement  of  fiscal  year  in  townships  and  boroughs.     P.  L. 
1899,  p.  373,  §  2. 

Collectors  in  towns,  townships  and  boroughs  are  required  to  make 
return  to  the  county  clerk  of  all  unpaid  taxes  on  real  estate.     Gen. 
Stat.,  p.  3355,  |  342 ;  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3524,  ^  144. 
On  or  before  this  date,  the  State  Comptroller  forwards  to  the  county 
collectors   and  the  State  Board  of  Education,  a  statement  of  the 
amount  of  State  school  tax  apportioned  and  payable  by  each  county. 
P.  L.  1900,  p.  192,  ^  190. 
5.     Township    collectors  and  treasurers    must  file  with  the   township 
clerk  an  account  of  receipts  and  disbursements,  and  a  list  of  delin- 
quent taxpayers  for  the  preceding  fiscal  year,  ending  February  1. 
P.  L.  1899,  p.  377,  H  15-17. 
10.     The  township  committee  must  furnish  the  township  clerk  with  their 
report  on  or  before  this  date,  said  report  to  contain  an  account  of 
moneys  received  and  disbursed  during  the  preceding  fiscal  year, 
report  of  overseer  of  the  poor,  sinking  fund  commission,  township 
treasurer  and  collector.     P.  L.  1899,  p.  375,  ^  11. 
20.     "Where  taxes  on  mortgages  remain  unpaid  [for  the  space  of  sixtv 
days  after  the  time  appointed  for  the  payment  of  taxes  (December 
20,  under  general  laws),  collectors  must  make  a  list  of  such  delin- 
quents, and  return  to  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  the  county  where 
such  delinquents  reside.     Gen.  Stat,,  p.  3304,  ?^  112-116. 
Township  clerk  must  publish  annual  report  in  pamphlet  form,  or 
in  not  more  than  two  newspapers  to  be  designated  by  the  township 
committee  on  or  before  this  date.     P.  L.  1899,  p.  376,  §  14. 
On  "  the  Tuesday  two  weeks  before  the  annual  borough  election," 
borough  collectors  must  make  their  annual  report  of  receipts,  etc. 

March  Second  Tuesday. — Annual  election  in  townships  and  boroughs.     P.  L. 

1899,  p.  373,  ?  3 ;  P.  L.  1897,  p.  286,  |  5. 

The  first  Monday  after  election  is  the  annual  meeting  of  borough 
councils.     P.  L.  1897,  p.  294,  I  23. 

On  or  before  the  i^econd  Saturday  after  election,  elected  officers  in 
townships  must  file  oath  with  township  clerks.  Appointed  officers 
must  file  oath  within  ten  days  after  appointment.  P.  L.  1899,  p. 
374,  ^  7.  All  borough  officers  must  file  oath  within  ten  days  after 
election.     P.  L.  1897,  p.  288,  §  8. 
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March         15.     Borough  collectors  must  renew  bonds  annually  between  the  fifteenth 
day  of  March  and  the  twenty-first  day  of  April.     P.  L.  1897,  p.  2'- 8, 

April  1.     Collectors  in  towns  incorporated  under  the  acts  of  1888  and  1895  are 

required  to  make  annual  report  to  the  council  of  all  moneys  received 
and  disbursed  by  them  on  or  before  this  date.  Gen.  Stat ,  p.  3495, 
?  28;  Gen.  Stat,  p.  3525,  I  152;  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3530,  'i  179. 
Township  collectors  must  make  out  annually,  on  or  before  this  date, 
and  file  with  the  township  clerk  a  statement  in  writing  setting  forih 
in  detail  the  name  of  each  person  assessed  whose  taxes  he  has  been 
unable  to  collect  by  reason  of  removal,  insolvency  or  erroneous 
assessment ;  the  value  and  kind  of  property,  the  amount  of  tax  and 
the  cause  of  inability  to  colUct  said  tax,  in  each  case,  in  proper 
columns,  which  statement  shall  be  verified  by  the  oath  or  affirma- 
tion of  the  collector.  Gen.  Stat.,  p  3306,  '^  126  ;  P.  L.  1881,  p.  255. 
First  Monday  — Assessments  in  taxing  districts  in  Hudson  county 
are  made  as  "soon  as  practicable  after  the  first  Monday  in  April 
and  completed  by  the  first  Monday  in  June."  P.  L  1873,  p.  794. 
15.     Assessments  in  Middlesex  county  are  made  between  April  15  and 

.June  15,  under  special  act.     P.  L.  1875,  pp.  3,  4. 
20.     Assessments  in  taxing  districts  of  Cape  May,  Camden  and  Glouces- 
ter counties  are  made  under  special  acts,  between  April  20  and  June 
20.    P.  L  1847,  p.  175. 

May  First  Tuesday. — Corporations  occupying  or  having  the  right  to  use 

the  public  streets,  etc ,  must  return  a  statement  to  the  State  Board  of 
Assessors,  on  or  before  this  date,  showing  gross  receiptg  of  business 
done  in  New  Jersey.     P.  L.  1900,  p.  502. 
20.     Date  fixed  by  statute  for  commencing  the  assessment  in  townships 
and  boroughs.^ 

June  Second  Monday. — Assessors  are  required  to  send  a  description  and 

valuation  of  railroad  and  canal  property  to  State  Board  of  Assessors^ 
when  required,  to  do  so.     Gen.  Stat ,  p.  3325,  ^.  215. 
20.     Warrant  to  issue  to  collector,  to  sell  lands  for  taxes  remaining  un- 
paid for  the  space  of  six  months  from  the  time  when  payable.    Gen. 
Stat.,  p.  3353,  ?  331 ;  P.  L.  1897,  p.  307,  I  45. 

Ltist   Tuenday. — Meeting  of  county   board  of  assessors  of  Middle- 
sex county,  under  special  act. 

July  First  Monday. — Meeting  of  county  board  of  assessors  of  Cape  May 

county,  and  board  of  equalization  of  Hudson  county  under  special 
acts.     P.  L.  1862,  ch.  144;  P.  L.  1873,  p.  794. 

Second  Monday. — Meeting  of  county  board  of  assessors  of  Camden 
and  Glouces*er  counties  under  special  acts.     P.  L.  1847,  p.  175. 
Third  Monday. — Meeting  of  county  board  of  assessors  of  Union 
county  under  special  act.     P.  L.  1869,  p.  1275. 

1  The  countie*  of  Hudson,  Middlesex,  Camden,  Gloucester  and  Cape  May  are  exceptions  to 
♦his  rule.    la  these  counties  the  time  for  making  assessments  is  fixed  by  special  acts. 
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July 


Ausust 


September 


October 


Xovember      1. 


Second  Tuesday. — Meeting  of  township  committees  and  borough 
councils  to  revise  assessors'  duplicates.  Such  examination,  revision 
and  correction  must  be  completed  on  or  before  the  third  Tuesday  in 
July.  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3321,  ^^  201-203.  Assessors  are  required  to 
attend  this  meeting  with  duplicate  and  assist  tbe  committee  or 
council  in  such  revision.  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3301,  §^  93-98. 
Fourth  Tuesday. — Meeting  of  county  board  of  assessors  of  Essex 
county.     P.  L.  1867,  p.  84. 

Custodian  of  school  moneys  must  make  report  to  county  superin- 
tendent of  schools  on  or  before  this  date.     P.  L.  1900,  p.  206. 
First  3fondoy. — Meeting  of  county  board  of  assessqrs   of  Passaic 
county  under  special  act. 

Third  Tuesday. — Assessors  in  townships  and  boroughs  must  linish 
making  their  assessments  on  or  before  this  date  ^  P.  L.  1867,  p.  934. 
Meetings  of  common  councils  of  cities  and  towns  (where  charters  or 
acts  of  incorporation  do  not  provide  otherwise),  for  the  purpose  of 
revising  duplicate.  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3301,  ^^  93-98 
First  Tutsdoy. — Meetings  of  the  county  boards  of  assessors,  in  the 
county  court  houses.^     P.  L.  1890,  p.  158. 

Third  Tuesday. — Local  assessors  must  make  return  to  the  State 
Board  of  Assessors  of  all  corporations  having  the  use  of  or  occupy- 
ing the  public  streets,  etc.,  in  accordance  with  the  franchise  tax  act 
of  1900.     P.  L.  190O,  p.  502. 

Assessors  must  deliver  the  tax  duplicate  to  the  collectors  of  taxes 
Avithin  fifteen  days  after  the  meeting  of  the  county  board.  Taxes 
become  receivable  after  the  duplicate  has  come  into  the  possession 
of  the  collector.  Collectors  must  demand  payment  of  tax  within 
sixty  days  after  receipt  of  transcript  or  duplicate,  in  person  or  by 
notice  left  at  place  of  residence  of  taxpayers.     Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3283, 

On  this  day,  collectors  in  townships  and  boroughs  must  advertise 
notice  of  tax.    Gen.  Stat ,  p.  3283,  I  10. 

Ihird  Tuesday.— Amoxxni  of  franchise  tax  due  under  act  of  March 
23, 1900,  must  be  certified  to  local  assessors  by  State  Board  of  Asses- 
sors.   P.  L.  1900,  p.  502. 

Assessors  and  boards  of  tax  commissioners  in  every  taxing  district 
must  on  or  before  this  date  forward  to  the  State  Board  of  Taxation 
on  or  before  this  date  a  statement  of  ratables  and  exemptions  in 
their  respective  taxing  districts,  for  which  blanks  are  sent  them  by 
the  State  Board.  P.  L.  1895,  p.  261 ;  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3349. 
Fourth  Tuesday. — Meeting  of  the  commissioners  of  appeal  in  town- 
ships and  boroughs.    P.  L.  1897,  p.  309,  ?  48 ;  Gen.  Stat ,  p.  3283,  §  8. 


*  Except  in  the  counties  of  Hudson,  Middlesex,  Camden,  Gloucester  and  Cape  May,  in  which 
assessments  are  made  and  completed  under  special  laws. 

-Except  in  the  counties  of  Essex,  Middlesex,  Cape  May,  Passaic,  Camden,  Gloucester  and 
Union. 
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December    19. 


20. 


January 


22. 


25. 


5. 


16. 


Taxes  become  due  and  payable  under  the  general  tax  law  of  this 
state,  not  later  than  this  date.  Johnson  v.  Johnson,  16  Vroom  136. 
Taxes  become  a  first  and  paramount  lien  on  real  estate,  where  the 
tax  remains  unpaid  from  and  after  this  date,  and  remain  a  lien  for 
the  space  of  two  years  (except  in  municipalities  where  by  charter 
or  special  act  it  is  provided  otherwise).  P.  L.  1898,  p.  455. 
Taxes  on  personal  property  become  delinquent  on  this  day  and  are 
returned  to  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  collection.  Gen.  Stat.,  p. 
3283,  ^  12. 

In  townships,  twelve  per  cent,  is  added  to  taxes  remaining  unpaid 
after  this  date.  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3300,  §  87.  In  boroughs,  ten  per  cent, 
is  added.  P.  L.  1897,  p.  315,  ^  63.  In  towns,  seven  per  cent. 
Gen.  Stat ,  p.  3503,  ^  78 ;  Gen.  Stat,,  p.  3542,  ?  229. 
Collectors  must  pay  county  and  State  school  tax  to  county  collectors. 
Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3285. 

Justice  of  the  peace  shall  issue  warrant  to  collector  for  levy  of  taxes 
on  personal  property  in  arrears  within  five  days  after  receiving 
delinquent  list.  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3284,  g  18 ;  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3300,  ^  17. 
Collectors  and  treasurers  must  pay  district  school  tax  to  custodian 
of  school  moneys  on  or  before  this  date.  P.  L.  1900,  p.  260,  ^  203. 
County  collectors  must  pay  state  school  tax  to  the  State  Treasurer 
within  twenty-five  days  after  the  same  is  due  and  payable  to  him  by 
the  township  and  city  collectors.     P.  L.  1900,  p.  252,  ^  191. 
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RULES  OF  THE  STATE  BOARD  OF  TAXATION 
FOR  THE  GUIDANCE  OF  ASSESSORS. 


First,  All  property  must  be  assessed  accordiDg  to  its  true  value. 

Second.  Assessors  must  determine  the  true  value  of  property  from 
an  actual  view  and  from  the  best  sources  of  information  within  their 
reach. 

Third,  No  deductions  shall  be  allowed,  either  for  indebtedness  or 
for  property  claimed  to  be  exempt  from  taxation,  unless  the  person 
claiming  such  deduction  shall  sign  a  statement  in  writing,  under  oath 
or  affirmation,  in  compliance  with  the  acts  of  March  29,  1878,  and 
February  23,  1885.  The  assessors,  under  said  acts,  have  power  to 
ascertain  the  truth  of  such  statements. 

Fourth.  Assessors  shall  enter  in  a  separate  list  a  description  of  all 
cemeteries,  churches  and  public  buildings,  and  other  real  estate  exempt 
from  taxation,  together  with  the  name  of  the  person  or  persons  or 
corporation  owning  the  same,  and  they  shall  value  such  buildings, 
property,  lots  and  tracts  of  land  at  their  true  value  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  other  real  estate,  and  in  each  case  they  shall  state  the  ground 
of  exemption. 

Fifth.  Lands  occupied  by  a  person  other  than  the  owner  may  be 
assessed  to  the  owner,  or  as  lands  of  non-residents,  if  owned  by  such, 
and  unoccupied  lands  not  owned  by  a  person  residing  in  the  taxing 
districts  shall  be  denominated  lands  of  non-residents,  and  shall  be 
assessed  as  such. 

Sixth.  The  tax  on  visible  personal  estate  shall  be  assessed  in  and 
for  the  township,  ward  or  taxing  district  where  such  property  is 
found.  The  tax  on  other  personal  estate  shall  be  assessed  on  each 
inhabitant  in  the  township,  ward  or  taxing  district  where  he  resides^ 
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as  of  the  day  prescribed  by  law  for  commeDcing  the  assessment  for 
each  year. 

Seventh.  All  real  estate  shall  be  assessed  in  the  township,  ward  or  tax- 
ing district  in  which  the  same  may  be  situated,  and  where  the  line 
be:ween  two  taxing  districts  divides  a  farm  or  lot  owned  or  possessed 
by  the  person  taxed,  the  same  shall  be  taxed,  if  occupied,  in  the  tax- 
ing district  in  which  the  occupant  resides,  and  if  unoccupied,  each 
part  thereof  shall  be  assessed  to  the  owner  thereof,  in  the  taxing  dis- 
trict in  which  the  same  may  be.^ 

Eighth.  Every  person  shall  be  assessed  for  all  personal  estate  in  his 
))0:sse88ion  or  under  his  control  as  trustee,  guardian,  executor,  adminis- 
trator, or  in  any  other  representative  or  fiduciary  capacity,  in  the  same 
manner  as  other  persons  are  assessed. 

Ninth.  Whenever  an  exemption  is  claimed  by  a  person  in  a  town- 
ship or  taxing  district  and  the  person  to  whom  the  indebtedness  is  due 
resides  in  another  taxing  district  than  the  one  in  which  the  exemption 
is  claimed,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  assessor  allowing  the  exemp- 
tion forthwith  to  notify  the  assessor  in  the  township  or  taxing  district 
where  the  creditor  lives.     (See  Form  No.  9.) 

Tenth.  In  all  assessments  of  real  estate  in  all  cities  of  this  State 
classified  in  law  as  "  First  and  Second-class  cities,^'  the  assessor  or 
other  taxing  officers  whose  duty  it  is  by  law  to  make  such  assess- 
ments in  said  city,  shall  determine  the  true  value  of  each  lot  and  tract 
of  real  estate  in  such  city,  without  the  buildings  and  improvements, 
and  shall  note  the  same,  and  shall  determine  and  note  separately  the 
true  value  of  every  house  and  other  building  or  structure  worth  over 
one  hundred  dollars,  and  the  whole  shall  be  added  and  carried  out  as 
the  value  of  such  lot  or  tract. 

This  order  shall  apply  to  the  cities  of  Newark,  Jersey  City,  Pater- 
son,  Trenton,  Camden,  New  Brunswick,  Elizabeth,  Hoboken,  Bayonne^ 
Orange,  Passaic  and  Bridgeton. 

'  P.  L.  1892,  p.  378. 


PERSONS  AND  PROPERTY  SUBJECT  TO 

TAXATION. 


1.  Persons  Subject  to  Poll  Tax. — A  poll  tax  not  exceeding 
one  dollar  shall  be  assessed  upon  every  male  inhabitant  of  this  State 
of  the  age  of  twenty- one  years  and  upwards,  except  the  polls  of  all 
volunteers  and  sailors,  who  have  served  for  the  period  of  one  year  or 
more ;  also,  those  wounded  and  discharged  in  consequence  thereof,  in 
the  armies  or  navies  of  the  United  States,  who  have  been  honorably 
discharged,  and  of  all  paupers,  idiots  and  insane  persons.^  Subsequent 
enactments  have  also  exempted  the  following  persons  from  the  pay- 
ment of  poll  tax :  All  active  and  exempt  members  of  volunteer  fire 
companies,  and  members  of  salvage  or  fire  patrol  corps.^  Soldiers 
of  the  war  of  1812.*  Members  of  the  national  guard  during  the 
period  of  their  service.*  No  more  than  one  poll  tax  shall  be  assessed 
upon  any  one  inhabitant  in  any  one  year.'*  The  said  tax  shall  not  ex- 
ceed the  sum  of  one  dollar.^  No  poll  tax  can  be  imposed  upon  a 
person  only  a  temporary  resident  of  this  state.  A  temporary  resi- 
dence does  not  constitute  an  inhabitant.^ 

2.  Property  Subject  to  Taxation.— The  General  Tax  act  of 
1866  provides  "that  all  real  and  personal  property  within  this  state, 
whether  owned  by  individuals  or  corporations,  shall  be  liable  to  tax- 
ation at  the  full  and  actual  value  thereof,  on  the  day  in  each  year 
when  by  law  the  assessment  is   to  commence.^     The  act  of  1895^ 

^Gen.  Stat,  p.  3302,  ^  102 ;  P.  L.  1871,  ^Qej^  gt^t.,  p.  3308,  ^  137  ;  P.  L.  1883, 

p.  43.  p.  65;  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3400,  ^  525;  P.  L. 

2 Gen.  Stat,  p.  3313,  ?^  162,  164,  172;  1878,  p  264. 

P.  L.  1888,  p.  479.  'State  v.  Boss,  3  Zab.  517. 

3  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3315,  §  174 ;  P.  L.  1890,  « Gen.  Stat ,  p.  3292,  |  62 ;  P.  L.  1866, 

p.  22.  p.  1078. 

*P.  L.  1900,  p.  458,  ^  140.  ^Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3455,  §  813  ;  P.  L.  1895, 

'^Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3317,  g  185 ;  P.  L.  1891,  p.  731. 
.p.  495. 
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provides  "that  all  real  property  in  this  state  not  now  by  statute 
exempt  from  taxation,  shall  be  assessed  for  taxation  at  its  true  value/^ 
3.  Real  Estate. — "  The  term  real  estate,  as  used  in  this  act,  shall 
be  construed  to  include  all  lands,  all  water  power  thereon  or  appurte- 
nant thereto,  and  all  buildings  or  erections  thereon  or  afl&xed  to  the 
same,  trees  and  underwood  growing  thereon,  and  all  mines,  quarries^^ 
peat  and  marl  beds,  and  all  fisheries."  ^  Under  decisions  of  the  courts, 
subsequent  to  the  above  act,  the  following  properties  are  also  included 
in  the  term  real  estate  : 

1.  Pipes  under  ground  of  gas  and  oil  companies,  and  pipes  and 
hydrants  of  water  companies.2 

2.  Electric  street  railways.^ 

3.  Bridges.^ 

4.  Machinery,  when  attached  to  buildings. 

4.  Personal  Property. — Taxable  personal  property  includes  the 
following : 

1.  Goods  and  chattels  of  every  description,  consisting  of  household^ 
ofl&ce,  store,  shop  and  other  furniture,  private  libraries,  plate,  jewelry 
carriages,  wearing  apparel,  money,  implements  of  trade  and  agricul- 
ture, live  stock,  lumber,  fertilizers,  machinery  not  a  part  of  real  estate,, 
trolley  cars,  minerals  taken  from  the  soil,  stone  quarried,  hay,  grain,. 
&c.,  raw  materials  in  hands  of  manufacturer,  and  goods  of  all  kind 
in  store,  except  goods  in  transit.^ 

2.  Steamboats  and  other  vessel  property,  belonging  to  inhabitants 
of  this  State,  whether  within  or  without  the  State.* 

3.  Money  on  hand  or  on  deposit  in  bank,  money  owned  or  held  by 
trustee  or  administrator. 

4.  Debts  due  and  owing  from  solvent  debtors  who  reside  in  New 
Jersey,  whether  on  contract,  note,  bond,  mortgage  or  book  account. 

^Gen.  Stat,  p  3292,  ^63;  P.  L.  1866,  *  State  v.  Metz,  5  Dutch.   122;  Bridge- 

p.  1078.  The  mere  franchises  of  corpora-  Proprietors  ads.  State,  1  Zab.  384 ;  2  Zab. 

tions  are  not    taxable   under    this   act.  593. 

Passaic  Water  Co.  v.  Paterson,  27  Vroom  ^Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3293,  ^4;  P.  L.  1866, 

471.  p.  1078 ;  Warren  Manufacturing  Co.  v. 

^Tidewater  Pipe  Line  Co.  v  Berry,  23  Dalrjmple,  27  Vroom  449. 

and   24   Vroom  308   and  212  ;    Passaic  ^  State  v.  Eahway,  4  Zab.  56 ;  Wheatoa 

Water  Co.  v.  Paterson,  27  Vroom  471.  v.  Mickel,  34  Vroom  525. 

^  Newark  and  Hudson  Traction  Co.  v. 
Mt.  Arlington  Borough,  46  Atl.  Kep.  568. 
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5.  Stocks  and  bonds  in  foreign  corporations  (except  national  banks) 
and  personal  property  of  citizens  of  this  State,  situate  in  another 
State,  upon  which  taxes  have  not  been  paid  within  the  last  twelve 
months  in  such  foreign  State.^ 

6.  Mortgages  where  deduction  has  been  allowed  from  the  value  of 
the  mortgaged  lands,  mortgages  on  lands  in  other  States  2  and  mort- 
gages on  exempt  lands.* 

7.  Shares  in  national  and  State  banks.* 

8.  The  capital  stock  of  trust  companies,  issued  and  outstanding.* 
The  capital  stock  and  surplus  of  building  and  loan  associations.®  The 
capital  stock  paid  in  and  accumulated  surplus  of  insurance  companies, 
except  mutual  life  insurance  companies,  after  deducting  value  of  real 
estate  and  non- taxable  property.^  The  full  amount  of  the  property 
and  valuable  assets  of  savings  banks  and  insurance  companies  having 
no  capital  stock,  without  deduction  for  debts  or  liabilities.* 

1  Newark    City    Bank   v.    Assessor,  1  ^  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3296,  §  75 ;  P.  L.  1866, 

Vroom  20 ;  State  t\  Brannin,  3  Zab.  495.       p.    1078;    Merchants'    Insurance  Co.   v. 

^Darcy  v.  Darcy,  23  Vroom  222.  Newark,  25  Vroom  138. 

^Engle  V.  Lantz,  24  Vroom  578.  «Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3296,  g  75  ;  P.  L.  1866, 

*  P.  L.  1900,  p.  296.  p.  1078. 

5  P.  L.  1899,  p.  467. 

^  Washington  Building  and  Loan  Asso- 
ciation V.  Creveling,  13  Vroom  635. 


PROPERTY  AND  PERSONS  EXEMPT  FROM 

TAXATION. 


5.  Property  and  Persons  Exempt. — The  followiDg  properties 
and  persons  are  exempt  from  taxation  under  the  General  Exemption 
act  of  1894  and  other  acts  : 

a.  United  States  Property, — The  property  and  the  bonds  and  other 
securities  of  the  United  States.^  This  includes  treasury  notes  and 
other  obligations,  certificates  of  indebtedness,  national  currency, 
coupons,  United  States  notes,  fractional  notes,  certificates  of  deposit, 
bills,  checks  or  drafts  for  money  drawn  by  or  upon  authorized  officers 
of  the  United  States,  stamps  and  other  representatives  of  value,  of 
whatever  denomination,  which  have  been  or  may  be  issued  under  any 
act  of  Congress.^ 

b.  State  Property. — The  property  and  the  bonds  and  securities  of 
New  Jersey.^  Lands  below  high- water  mark,  which  belong  to  the 
State,  are  not  assessable  for  taxes  unless  they  have  been  granted  by 
the  State.'^ 

c.  Municipal  Property. — The  property  of  the  counties,  cities, 
townships  and  boroughs  of  this  State,*  wherever  situate  and  irrespec- 
tive of  its  character  or  the  use  of  the  property  or  its  revenues.*     The 

^  Gen.  Stat ,  p.  3320,  §  200 ;  P.  L.  1894,  mentioned  in  the  above  act,  taxing  oflS- 

p,  354.  cers  of  New  Jersey  could  not  assess  such 

2  2  U.  S.  Rev.  Stat.,  ^§3701  and  5413.  securities. 

2  By  an  act  of  Congress,  passed  August  ^  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3320,  §  200 ;  P.  L.  1894, 

13,  1894,  it  was   enacted  that  "United  p.  354. 

States  legal  tender  notes  and  the  notes  *  Winants  v.   Jersey   City,  13  Vroom 

and  certificates  of  the  United  States,  pay-  349 ;  Colket  v.  Rightmire,  17  Vroom  341. 

able  on  demand  and  circulating  and  in-  ^Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3320,  §  200;  P.  L.  1894, 

tended  to  circulate  as  currency,  and  gold,  p.  354. 

silver  or  other  coin,  shall  be  subject  to  ^  Newark   v.  Township   of  Clinton,  20 

taxation  as  money  on  hand  or  in  deposit  Vroom  370 ;   Newark  v.  Verona  Town- 

under  the  laws  of  any  State  or  territory."  ship,  30  Vroom  94;   Camden  County  v. 

In  the  case  of  the  Howard  Savings  Insti-  Washington   Township,  31  Vroom  367 ; 

tution   V.  Newark,  34  Vroom,   547,   the  Newark    v.    Belleville     Township,     32 

Court  of  Errors  decided  that  no  subse-  Vroom    455;     Hackettstown    v.    Mount 

quent  legislation  having  been  passed  in  Olive,  34  Vroom  191. 
this  State,  taxing  the  class  of  property 

(6) 


EXEMPT   AND   NON-TAXABLE   PROPERTY. 


bonds,  securities,  improvement  certificates  and  other  evidence  of  in- 
debtedness heretofore  or  hereafter  issued  by  any  county,  city,  town, 
township,  borough,  school  district  or  other  municipality  of  the  State.' 

d.  Property  Out  of  the  State  Upon  Which  Taxes  Have  Been 
Paid. — Stocks  and  other  personal  estate  owned  by  citizens  (and 
bodies  corporate)^  of  this  State,  situate  and  being  out  of  the  State, 
upon  which  taxes  shall  have  been  actually  assessed  and  paid' within 
twelve  months  next  before  the  day  prescribed  by  law  for  com- 
mencing the  assessment.^  Goods  and  chattels  without  the  State 
(except  vessels  belonging  to  inhabitants  of  this  State),  are  not  tax- 
able in  the  State.^ 

e.  Colleges f  Academies f  Churches,  &c.^ — All  colleges,  academies  or 
seminaries  of  learning,  public  libraries,  school- houses,  buildings 
erected  and  used  for  religious  worship,^  buildings  used  as  asylums  or 
schools  for  the  care,  cure,  nurture,  maintenance  and  education  of 
feeble-minded  or  idiotic  persons  and  children,  provided  such  institu- 
tions are  duly  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  this  State,  and  the  land 
whereon  the  same  are  situate,  necessary  to  the  fair  use  and  enjoyment 
thereof,  not  exceeding  five  acres  for  each  one,^  the  furniture  thereof 


^  Gen.  Stat,  p.  3319,  i  1 97  ;  P  L.  1893, 
p.  485;  Merchants'  Insurance  Co  v.  New- 
ark. 25  Vroom  138. 

'^Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3303,  §  103;  P.  L.  1872, 
p.  90. 

3  Gen.  Stat ,  p.  3320,  §  200 ;  P.  L.  1894, 
p.  354;  De  Baun  v.  Smith,  26  Vroom 
110.  Mortgages  and  vessel  property  are 
exceptions  to  the  rule.  In  the  case  of 
Darcy  v.  Darcy,  22  Vroom  140,  it  was 
decided  that  a  mortgage  held  by  a  resi- 
dent of  this  State,  although  made  upon 
lands  situate  in  another  State  where  a 
tax  had  been  assessed  and  paid  within 
the  preceding  twelve  months,  was  taxable 
in  New  Jersey.  Vessels  situate  outside 
of  New  Jersey,  but  oAvned  by  residents 
of  this  State,  are  taxable  in  the  township, 
ward  or  taxing  district  where  the  owners 
of  such  vessels  may  reside.  34  Vroom  525. 

*  State  V.  Eahway,  4  Zab.  56. 

^  Incorporation  is  not  necessary  in 
order  to  exempt  from  taxation  a  college, 
academy,  seminary  of  learning,  public 
library,  school-house,  or  building  erected 
and  used  for  religious  worship.     The  re- 


quirement of  incorporation  introduced 
by  the  amendment  of  May  16,  1^94,  to 
the  tax  act  extends  only  to  institutions 
using  buildings  as  asylums  or  schools 
"  for  the  rare,  cure,  nurture,  maintenance 
and  education  of  feeble-minded  or  idiotic 
persons  and  children."  Montclair  Mili- 
tary Academy  v.  Bowden,  47  Atl.  Rep. 
490. 

^Dwelling-houses,  connected  with  a 
college,  academy  or  seminary  of  learning, 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  pi'ofesi-ors 
and  other  officers,  are  exempt  State  v. 
Ross,  4  Zab.  497. 

"  In  the  case  of  the  Home  for  the  Edu- 
cation and  Care  of  Feeble-Minded  Chil- 
dren V.  Township  of  Landis,  reported  in 
30  Vroom  343,  the  court  decided  that 
the  prosecutor  was  entitled  to  exemption 
from  taxation  for  every  building  used  for 
the  purpose  of  its  creation,  and.  also  for 
so  much  of  the  land  upon  which  each 
building  is  erected  as  is  necessary  to  its 
fair  use  and  enjoyment,  not  in  any  case 
exceeding  five  acres  to  a  building. 
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and  the  personal  property  used  therein  ;  provided^  that  no  building  so 
used  which  may  be  rented  for  such  purposes  and  rent  received  by  the 
owner  thereof  shall  be  exempted/ 

J.  Endowment  Funds  of  Religious  Societies,  c&c.^ — The  endowment 
or  fund  of  any  religious  society,  college,  academy,  seminary  of  learn- 
icg,  public  library  or  institution  for  feeble-minded  persons.^ 

g.  Buildings  and  Funds  oj  Charitable  Organizations} — All  build- 
ings used  exclusively  for  charitable  purposes,  with  the  land  whereon 
the  game  are  erected,  and  which  may  be  necessary  for  the  fair  enjoy- 
ment thereof,  and  the  furniture  and  personal  property  used  therein, 
the  funds  of  all  charitable  institutions  and  associations  collected  and 
held  exclusively  for  the  sick  and  disabled  members  thereof,  or  for  the 


K4en.  Stat.,  p.  3320,  ?  200 ;  P.  L.  1894, 
p.  354.  Exceptions. — Lands  held  by  trus- 
tees for  a  church,  situate  apart  from  the 
church  edifice,  are  not  exempt.  State  v. 
Krollmon,  9  Vroom  323 ;  lb.  574.  Pri- 
vate schools  are  exempt  under  the  above 
act,  unless  rented  by  the  owner.  Engle- 
wood  School  V.  Chamberlain,  26  Vroom, 
292,  reveroing  LL^  25  Vroom  549. 

^A  mortgage  held  by  a  church  as 
security  for  a  sum  of  money  bequeathed 
to  said  church  with  a  direction  that  the 
interest  therefrom  shall  be  used  in  the 
payment  of  the  minister's  salary,  is  ex- 
empt from  taxation,  on  the  ground  that 
the  sum  secured  is  an  endowment  of  a 
religious  society  Trustees  v.  Silverthorn, 
23  Vroom  73.  It  has  been  held  that  the 
word  "  endowment, '  as  used  in  the  tax 
laws,  does  not  include  real  estate.  State 
Reformed  Church  v.  Lyons,  3  Vroom  360, 
For  further  construction  of  endowments 
or  funds  see  the  same  case. 

^Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3320,  g  200;  P.  L. 
1894,  p.  354.  Trustees  v.  Silverhorn,  23 
Vroom  73. 

*A  corporation  owning  real  estate,  the 
products  of  which  are  exclusively  ex- 
pended jn  the  training  and  furnishing  of 
persons  for  charitable  purposes,  such  as 
the  visitation  of  the  sick,  the  care  of 
hospitals,  of  orphanages  and  poor  schools, 
is  exempt  from  taxation.  Sisters  of 
Charity    v.  Township   of   Chatham,   23 


Vroom  373,  reversing  Id.,  22  Vroom  89  ; 
Cooper  Hospital  v  Burdsall,  34  Vroom 
85.  An  association  established  and  sus- 
tained by  contributions,  which  supplies 
food,  lodging  and  clothing  to  the  needy, 
requiring  work  in  payment  when  pos- 
sible, and  with  no  element  of  private 
gain,  is  an  association  for  charitable  pur- 
poses, whose  lands  and  buildings,  reason- 
ably necessary  for  its  use,  are  exempt 
from  taxation.  Paterson  Rescue  Mission 
V.  High,  44  Atl.  Rep  974.  A  society 
whose  objects  are  the  free  education  of 
the  young,  conducting  religious  services 
and  furnishing  spiritual  aid  and  material 
assistance  to  a  missionary  priesthood,  is 
an  association  for  exclusively  charitable 
purposes.  Litz  v.  Johnston,  46  Atl.  Rep. 
776.  That  the  legal  title  to  land  of  a 
charitable  association  is  in  a  trustee,  and 
that  the  institution  is  a  corporation  of  a 
sister  State  does  not  render  the  land  tax- 
able. Litz  V.  Johnston,  46  Atl.  Rep.  776. 
Exceptions :  That  profits  of  a  commercial 
business  are  devoted  to  charity  does  not 
make  the  business  a  charitable  one,  nor 
the  place  where  it  is  carried  on  one  used 
for  charitable  purposes.  Sisters  of  Peace 
V.  Westervelt,  45  Atl  Rep  788.  The 
buildings  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian 
Association  of  the  city  of  Paterson  are 
not  used  for  charitable  purposes  within 
the  meaning  of  the  above  act.  Trustees 
V.  Paterson,  32  Vroom  420. 


EXEMPr  AND   NON-TAXABLE   PROPERTY.         9 

widows  of  deceased  members,  or  for  the  education,  support  or  main- 
tenance  of  the  children  of  deceased  members.^ 

h.  Cemeteries  and  Graveyards. — The  tax  exemption  act  of  1894 
exempts  cemeteries  and  all  buildings  erected  thereon.  By  a  supple- 
ment to  the  general  act  authorizing  the  incorporation  of  cemetery 
associations,  approved  April  9,  1875,  it  is  provided,  '^  That  cemetery 
lands  and  property  of  any  association  (and  bonds  and  mortgage  given 
to  secure  the  purchase  money  by  act  of  1868),  for  and  pursuant  to  this 
act  and  actually  used  for  cemetery  purposes,  shall  be  exempt  from  all 
public  taxes,  rates  and  assessments,  and  shall  not  be  liable  to  be  sold 
on  execution  or  be  applied  in  payment  of  debts  due  from  any  individ- 
ual proprietors ;  but  the  proprietors  of  lots  or  plats  in  such  cemeteries, 
their  heirs  or  devisees,  may  hold  the  same  exempt  therefrom,  so  long  as 
the  same  shall  remain  dedicated  to  the  purpose  of  a  cemetery,  and  during 
that  time  no  street,  road,  avenue  or  thoroughfare  shall  be  laid  through 
such  cemetery,  or  any  part  of  the  land  held  by  such  association  for  the 
purpose  aforesaid,  without  the  consent  of  the  trustees  of  such  associa- 
tion, except  by  special  permission  of  the  legislature  of  the  state."  ^ 
Land  within  the  boundaries  of  a  cemetery,  acquired  for  burial  pur- 
poses but  not  actually  used  therefor,  is  not  taxable.  It  was  held  that 
the  construction  of  this  statute  should  not  be  limited  to  the  land 
actually  used  for  burial  purposes,  as  such  a  construction  would  be  too 
narrow.^  The  general  tax  exemption  act  of  1894  exempts  from 
taxation  "  graveyards  not  exceeding  ten  acres."  The  act  does  not 
require  as  much  as  ten  acres  to  be  exempt,  but  that  the  exemption 
shall  not  exceed  ten  acres.  The  quantity  of  land  which  is  exempted 
from  assessment  by  the  general  tax  laws  will  depend  upon  the  cir- 
cumstances of  each  case.  Where  there  is  a  burial  ground  of  ten  acres 
or  less,  no  part  of  which  is  used  for  pecuniary  profit,  but  where  the 
whole  contains  graves,  whether  in  close  proximity  or  scattering,  the 
whole  will  be  exempt.  But  where  a  part  of  the  premises  is  under 
<3ultivation,  in  meadow,  or  covered  by  woods,  such  part  is  taxable, 
and  only  the  part  used  for  interments,  with  such  reasonable  quantity 
of  land  adjoining  as  will  probably  be  required  for  a  few  years  to 

1  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3320,  ^  200 ;  P.  L.  1894,  ^  Hoboken  v.  North  Bergen,  14  Vroom 

p.  354.  146;  Newark  v.  Township  of  Clinton,  20 

"^  Gen.  Stat.,   p.  360,  |  56,   amending  Vroom  370,  373 ;  Mount  Pleasant  Ceme- 

<jen.Stat,  p.  350,  §  10,  act  of  1875.     P.  terv    v.   Newark,    23   Vroom  539;    Id., 

L.  1879,  p.  318.  29  Vroom  168. 
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come,  will  be  exempt.  When  more  land  shall  become  necessary  for 
burial  purposes,  the  quantity  of  land  exempt  from  taxation  may  in 
future  be  increased.^ 

i.  Parsonages. — The  dwelling-house  owned  by  any  religious  cor- 
poration, and  the  land  whereon  the  same  stands,  while  and  during^ 
only  the  time  actually  used  by  the  officiating  clergyman  of  such 
religious  corporation,  shall  be  exempt  from  taxation  to  an  amount  not 
exceeding  five  thousand  dollars,  but  not  more  than  one  dwelling 
actually  used  by  any  one  religious  corporation  shall  be  so  exempt.^ 

j.  Camp  Meeting  Associations. — Camp  meeting  associations  incor- 
porated under  the  laws  of  New  Jersey  for  the  purpose  of  providing^ 
any  religious  body  or  society  with  a  permanent  camp  meeting  ground 
or  place  for  religious  service,  are  exempt  upon  real  and  personal 
property  owned  by  them,  so  long  as  the  same,  or  the  proceeds  thereof, 
after  payment  of  necessary  expenses,  are  devoted  to  religious  or  edu- 
cational uses.^ 

k.  Armories  and  Property  of  Armory  Associations. — Any  build- 
ing, real  estate  and  personal  property  used  solely  by  any  regiment  or 
other  organization  of  the  national  guard,  for  military  purposes,  and 
purchased  or  erected  at  public  expense,  shall  be  exempt  from  taxation.* 
The  real  and  personal  property  of  any  incorporated  armory  associa- 
tion, composed  entirely  of  members  of  the  national  guard  of  this 
State,  shall  be  exempt  from  all  State,  county  and  municipal  taxation 
as  long  as  such  property  is  owned  by  such  armory  association  and  i& 
used  for  armory  purposes ;  provided,  and  only  on  condition,  that  any 
and  all  income  derived  from  said  property  or  any  part  thereof,  after 
paying  the  actual  and  legitimate  expenses  of  maintaining  and  keeping 
the  same  in  repair,  be  appropriated  to  and  used  exclusively  for  such 
armory  and  national  guard  purposes  as  the  State  supports  in  whole  or 
in  part  by  its  appropriations.^ 

/.  Hospitals. — Associations  incorporated  under  the  act  approved 
March  9,  1877,^  for  the  erection  and  maintenance  of  hospitals,  in- 
firmaries, orphanages,  asylums  and  other  charitable  institutions,  are 

^Newark  v.  Township  of  Clinton,  20  are  claimed  to  be  exempt  under  the  act 

Vroom  370,  373.  of  1870.     P.  L.  1870,  p.  398. 

'"'Gen.Stat,  p.  3317,  ^^  186;  P.  L.  1893,  *  P.  L.  1900,  p.  458,  I  139. 

p.  225.  5  P.  L.  1900,  p.  102. 

3Gen.  Stat,p.  346,  H4;  P.  L  1894,  p.  '"'Gen.  Stat,  p.  1686;   P.  L.  1877,  p. 

140.     The  grounds  and  property  of  the  159. 
Ocean  Grove  Camp  Meeting  Association 
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exempt  from  taxation  upon  their  property  and  effects,  not  exceeding 
ten  thousand  dollars.^ 

m.  Property  of  Volunteer  and  Firemen^ s  Relief  Associations » — The 
real  and  personal  estate  of  incorporated  volunteer  fire  companies, 
exempt  firemen's  associations  or  firemen's  relief  associations,  used  ex- 
clusively for  purposes  of  such  companies  or  associations,  is  exempt 
from  taxation.^ 

n.  Biological  and  Fish  Stations. — The  act  of  1891  provides  that 
all  the  real  property  devoted  to  fish  and  shell- fish  cultural  and  bio- 
logical stations  shall  be  exempt  from  taxation.' 

0.  Eoad  Land. — All  lands  covered  by  a  public  road  laid  out  over 
the  same.*  The  supplement  to  the  corporation  act,^  which  subjects 
the  real  property  of  corporations  to  taxation  the  same  as  that  of  in- 
dividuals, expressly  exempts  turnpike  companies  from  its  provisions.^ 

6.  Non-Taxable  Property. — In  addition  to  the  specific  exemp- 
tion of  certain  classes  of  property,  there  are  also  circumstances  and 
conditions  under  which  property  may  be  non- taxable.  Such  prop- 
erty embraces  a  wide  field,  and  is,  briefly,  as  follows  : 

a.  Goods  in  Transit. — Goods  in  transit  through  a  State  are  sub- 
jects of  interstate  commerce,  and  are  not  taxable  there,  though  tem- 
porarily detained.''  Goods  in  transit  would  include,  among  other 
classes  of  property,  coal  and  other  property  belonging  to  citizens  and 
corporations  of  other  States,  sent  across  this  State  to  markets  in  other 
States.^  Cattle  halting  in  a  township  for  the  purpose  of  rest  and 
feeding  while  on  a  journey;^  money  of  foreign  insurance  companies, 
collected  from  premiums  and  temporarily  depos'ted  in  a  bank  in  this 
State  until  it  can  be  forwarded  to  the  home  office.^^     Under  these  cir- 

^Gen.  Stat.,  p.  1687,  §  31 ;  P.  L.  1890,  ^Qen.  Stat.,  p.  935,  ^  133;  P.  L.  1878,. 

p.  493.    See  Cooper  Hospital  v.  Burdsall,  p.  61. 

34  Vrootn  85.  ^Bergen  County  Turnpike  Co.  v.  Haas^ 

'  Gen.  Stat ,  p.  3448,  §  770 ;  P.  L.  1893,  32  Vroom  174. 

p.  422 ;  P.  L.  1895,  p.  497.    Long  Branch  "  Coe  i-.  Errol,  116  U.  S.  517. 

Firemen's  Eelief  Association  v.  Johnson,  ^  Detmond  &  Cox  v.  Engle,  5  Vroom 

33  Vroom  625.   The  property  of  the  New  425  ;  Erie  Railroad  Co  v.  State,  2  Vroom. 

Jersey  State  Firemen's  Home  at  Boonton,  531;  Lehigh  and  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co. 

N.  J.,  is  exempt  from  taxation  under  the  v.  Carrigan,  10  Vroom  35. 

act  of  March  13,  1899  (P.  L.  1899,  p  34).  ^  State  v.  Falkinburgh,  3  Gr.  320,  327. 

3 Gen.  Stat,  p.  1580,  §99;  P.  L.  1891,  ^^Metropolitan  Insurance  Co.  of  New 

p.  325.  York  v.  Newark,  33  Vroom  74. 

*Gen.  Stat.,  p.  2823,  §  93;  P.  L.  1857, 
p.  378. 
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cu instances,  the  above  properties  have  been  held  to  be  goods  in 
transit  and  therefore  not  taxable. 

6.  Imported  Goods  in  Hands  of  Importers. — Article  I.  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  provides  that  "  no  state  shall,  with- 
out the  consent  of  Congress,  lay  any  impost  or  duties  on  imports  or 
exports,"  and  the  general  rule  is  that  such  goods  on  which  duties 
have  been  paid  do  not  become  subject  to  local  taxation  until  they  have 
passed  from  the  control  of  the  importer,  or  have  been  broken  up  by 
him  from  the  original  cases.^ 

c.  Exported  Goods  from  Other  States. — No  tax  or  duty  shall  be 
laid  on  articles  exported  from  any  State.^ 

cZ.  Stocks  of  Corporations. — The  General  Exemption  act,  approved 
May  16,  1894,  exempts  from  taxation  (1)  stocks  and  other  personal 
estate  owned  by  citizens  (and  corporations.  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3303,  §  103) 
of  this  State,  situate  and  being  out  of  the  State,  upon  which  taxes 
have  been  actually  assessed  and  paid  within  twelve  months  next  before 
the  day  prescribed  by  law  for  commencing  the  assessment; ^.(2)  the 
«tock  of  any  corporation  of  this  State,  which  by  charter  or  other  con- 
tract with  the  State  is  expressly  exempted  from  taxation,*  and  (3)  the 
stock  of  any  corporation  of  this  State,  the  capital  of  which  is  by  this 
act  made  taxable  to  the  corporation.  ^  It  is  not  lawful  to  assess  the 
holder  of  shares  of  capital  stock  of  a  corporation,  inasmuch  as  the 
law  provides  for  assessment  against  the  corporation  itself.  This  is 
sometimes  spoken  of  as  an  exemption,  but  it  is  not  such  in  any  sense. 
It  is  merely  such  a  declaration  of  the  intention  of  the  Legislature  that 
the  property  of  the  corporations,  being  taxable  in  the  hands  of  the 
company,  shall  not  be  again  taxed  in  the  hands  of  the  stockholders.^ 

Exemption  of  the  corporate  stock  of  a  corporation  is  an  exemption 
of  its  shares.^ 

By  the  act  for  the  taxation  of  railroad  and  canal  property,^  it  is 

^  Low  V.  Austin,  13  Wall.  29.  empts  also  the  shares  of  its  stock  held  by 

'  Constitution  of  United  States,  article  individuals,  and  that  "  an  express  exemp- 

I.,  §  9, 11  5 ;  ^§  2,  9,  10.  tion  of  the  shares  from  taxation,  nothing 

^Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3320,  ?  200,  sub.  ^  1;  else  appearing,  will  also  exempt  the  com- 

P.  L.  1894,  p.  354  ;  Smith  v.  Ramsey,  25  pany  itself  from  taxation." 

Vroom    546;    De    Baun    v.   Smith,    26  ^Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3320,  §  200,  sub.  ^  2; 

Vroom  110.  P.  L.  1894,  p.  354. 

*  In  the  case  of  Singer  Manufacturing  ^  Jersey  City  Gas  Light  Co.  v.  Jersey 

•Co.  V.  Heppenheimer,  29  Vroom  633,  re-  City,  17  Vroom  194. 

versing  Id.,  25  Vroom  439,  it  was  held  ^Cooley  on  Taxation,  p.  212. 

■that  a  charter  which  exempts  a  corpora-  ^Ggn.Stat.,  p.  3324,  ^  212  ;  P.  L.  1888, 

<tion  or  its  property  from  taxation,  ex-  p.  269. 
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provided  that  in  all  cases  where  the  real  estate,  tangible  personal  prop- 
erty and  franchise  of  any  company  are  assessed  and  taxed  under  that 
act,  the  shares  of  stock  and  the  bonds  and  certificates  of  indebtedness 
of  such  companies  shall  not  be  taxed  in  the  hands  of  the  shareholders^ 
bondholders  or  creditors,  except  as  thereinafter  provided.^  Stock  in  a 
national  banking  association  located  in  another  State  cannot  be  taxed 
under  the  laws  of  this  State.^  The  federal  statute  for  the  organiza- 
tion of  banking  associations  permits  shares  in  them  to  be  taxed  under 
authority  of  the  State  within  which  the  bank  may  be  located,  and  not 
elsewhere.'  The  bonds  of  corporations  in  this  State,  or  of  residents 
thereof,  or  the  stock  of  corporations  in  this  State  held  by  inhabitants 
of  another  State,  are  not  liable  to  taxation  in  this  State.* 

e.  Deposits  in  Savings  Banks, — Where  savings  banks  are  taxed 
in  the  same  manner  that  private  corporations  are  taxed,  that  is,  upon 
the  amount  of  their  capital  stock  paid  in  and  accumulated  surplus, 
the  depositors  in  such  banks  are  exempted  from  taxation  on  their  per- 
sonal estate  to  the  amount  of  their  deposits.^ 

/.  Mortgages,  When  Not  Deducted. — The  act  approved  March  28, 
1893,^  provides  that  no  mortgage  on  real  or  personal  property,  or  the 
debt  secured  thereby,  shall  be  assessed  for  taxation  unless  a  deduction 
therefor  shall  have  been  claimed  by  the  mortgagor  and  allowed  by  the 
assessor.  By  an  act  approved  March  17,  1876,  it  is  provided  that  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  owners  of  lands  situate  in  the  counties  of 
Hudson,  Essex,  Union,  Bergen  and  Passaic,  and  in  the  cities  of  Tren- 
ton, New  Brunswick  and  Camden,  to  agree  for  themselves  and  their 
heirs  and  assigns  with  the  holder  of  any  mortgage  now  in  existence  or 
hereafter  to  be  made,  which  binds  or  may  bind  lands  in  said  counties 
or  cities,  not  to  apply  for  any  deduction,  by  reason  of  any  mortgage, 
from  the  taxable  value  of  such  lands  embraced  in  such  mortgage/ 
Where  mortgages  are  not  deducted  under  the  above  conditions,  they 
are  not  taxable  in  the  hands  of  the  holders  thereof. 

7.  Affidavit  Required  to  Secure  Exemptions. — Under  the 
act  approved  February  23,  1885,  any  person  or  corporation  claiming 
a  deduction  for  property  or  securities  claimed  to  be   exempt  from 

» Gen.  Stat ,  p.  3324,  §  212 ;  P.  L.  1888,  =  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3296,  |  75 ;  P.  L.  1866, 

p.  269.  p.  1078;    Newark   Co.   v.  Newark,   121 

2  De  Baun  v.  Smith,  26  Vroom  110.  U.  S.  163. 

3  Van  Allen  f.  Assessors,  3  Wall.  573;  «Gen.    Stat.,   p.   3319,    §  198;    P.   L, 
North  Ward  National  Bank  v.  Newark,  1893.  p.  494. 

10  Vroom  380.  '  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  2109,  ^  37  ;  P.  L.  1876,  p^ 

*Tantuin  v.  McChesney,  6  Vroom  548.       159. 
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taxation  is  required  to  furnish  to  the  assessor  a  detailed  list  of 
the  securities  or  property  claimed  to  be  exempt  from  taxation,  and 
the  dates  at  which  said  securities  or  other  property  were  pur- 
-chased,  together  with  a  declaration  under  oath  that  said  securities 
or  property  were  not  purchased  with  the  intent  to  escape  taxation,  but 
in  good  faith. ^  No  deductions  can  be  made  either  for  indebtedness  or 
for  property  or  securities  claimed  to  be  exempt  from  taxation,  unless 
the  statement  and  deduction  hereinbefore  required  shall  be  furnished 
at  the  time  and  in  the  manner  now  or  hereafter  directed  by  law  for 
furnishing  statements  of  taxable  property  and  schedules  of  indebted- 
ness. ^  ^  *  That  the  statements  herein  required  to  be  furnished, 
when  made  by  or  in  behalf  of  any  corporation,  shall  be  subscribed 
acd  sworn  to  by  the  president  or  principal  ofificer  of  such  corporation.^ 
The  assessor  has  authority  to  examine,  under  oath,  any  person  or  officer 
as  to  the  truth  of  the  statements  made  by  such  person  or  officer,  and 
has  authority  to  compel  the  attendance  of  such  persons  and  the  pro- 
duction of  books  and  papers.^ 

8.  What  Persons  Are  Exempt  From  Taxation  and  to 
What  Extent. — a.  Active  Firemen. — All  persons  enrolled  as  active 
members  of  any  fire  engine,  hook  and  ladder,  hose  or  supply  com- 
pany, under  supervision  or  control  of  any  common  council,  township 
committee,  board  of  commissioners  (or  village  commissioners),*  or 
other  governing  board  or  body  whatsoever,  or  fire  commissioners  of 
any  city,  town,  borough,  township  or  fire  district  in  this  State,  shall 
be  exempt  from  general  and  special  poll  tax,  and  from  State,  county 
and  municipal  taxation  upon  real  or  personal  property,  or  both,  not 
€xceeding  in  the  aggregate  five  hundred  dollars,  which  may  be 
assessed  against  them  or  their  said  property  by  authority  of  the 
municipal  corporation  under  the  supervision  or  control  of  which  they 
may  be  doing  fire  duty.^  If  the  sum  at  any  one  time  assessed  by  any 
assessor  upon  any  active  member  of  said  fire  department  shall  not  ex- 
ceed the  sum  of  five  dollars,  then  such  member  shall  be  exempt  from 
the  payment  of  taxes  upon  such  assessment ;  if  the  sum  at  any  time 
exceeds  the  sum  of  five  dollars  assessed  against  such  member,  then 
such  member  shall  have  credit  for  the  sum  of  five  dollars  on  the 

1  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3310,  U  142, 146 ;  P.  L.  ^  Qg^,  gtat.,  p.  3810,  ^  145 ;  P.  L.  1885, 
1895,  p.  40    Howard  Savings  Institution      p.  40. 

t.  City  of  Newark,  34  Vroom  548.     Sse  *Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3319,  §  199 ;  P.  L.  1894, 

76.  65.  p.  61. 

2  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3310,  U  143, 144 ;  P.  L.  ^  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3313,  §  162 ;  P.  L.  1888, 
1885,  p.  40,  U  6.  7,  8.  p.  479. 
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amount  assessed  against  such  member,  and  the  amount  over  and 
above  said  five  dollars  shall  be  paid  by  said  member,  or  collected  in 
the  same  way  and  manner  as  directed  for  the  collection  of  taxes.^ 
Where  a  fire  district  is  established  under  the  act  of  1882,^  and  the 
boundary  lines  of  such  fire  district  extend  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  town,  city  or  township  in  which  the  aforesaid  fire  department  is 
incorporated,  such  members  residing  within  the  limits  of  the  said  fire 
district  and  assessed  therein  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  all  the  rights, 
privileges  and  benefits  from  the  town,  township,  city  or  borough  in 
which  they  reside  and  are  assessed.  The  certificate  of  the  president  or 
vice  president,  countersigned  by  the  secretary  of  the  fire  department 
of  which  the  aforesaid  is  a  contributing  member,  shall  be  sufficient 
voucher  and  authority  for  the  assessor  or  collector  of  any  town,  town- 
ship, city  or  borough,  to  deduct  the  sum  of  five  dollars  from  the 
assessment.*  Under  section  50  of  the  village  act  of  1891  (P.  L.,  p. 
53),  members  of  village  fire  companies  are  exempt  from  "  all  military 
tax  in  times  of  peace,"  and  exempt  members  "  shall  be  forever  exempt 
from  such  tax."  For  act  exempting  active  and  exempt  firemen  from 
jury  duty  see  P.  L.  1884,  p.  265,  §  1. 

6.  Exempt  Firemen. — All  exempt  firemen  of  any  city,  town, 
borough,  township  (or  village),*  or  fire  district  in  this  State,  shall  be 
exempt  from  general  and  special  poll  tax,  and  from  State,  county  and 
municipal  taxation  upon  real  or  personal  property,  or  both,  not  ex- 
ceeding in  the  aggregate  five  hundred  dollars,  which  may  be  assessed 
against  them  or  their  said  property  by  the  authority  of  the  municipal 
corporation  in  the  service  of  which  they  became  exempt  firemen ; 
provided^  that  all  persons  who  heretofore  have  become  exempt  firemen 
by  reason  of  membership  and  service  in  any  fire  engine,  hose  or  hook 
and  ladder  company,  a  majority  of  the  active  members  of  which  com- 
pany have  subsequently  been  constituted  a  company  of  the  regular 
fire  department  of  any  city,  town  or  borough  of  this  State,  shall  be 
entitled  to  the  same  rights  and  exemption  from  taxation  provided  in 
this  act  as  if  they  had  been  exempt  firemen  in  the  service  of  such  city, 
town  or  borough.^ 

iGen,  Stat.,  p.  3406, 1  554 ;  P.  L.  1883,  *  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  8319,  §  199  ;  P.  L.  1894, 

■p.  133   (amending  ^  1   of  act  approved       p.  61. 
March  24,  1881,  p.  217).  ^Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3314,  ^  173;  P.  L.  1889, 

2  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3405,  ?i  552 ;  P.  L.  1882,      p.  356. 
p.  74. 

''  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3405,  §  552 ;  P.  L.  1882, 
p.  74. 
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c.  Salvage  Corps  Members. — Members  of  any  salvage  corps,  under 
supervision  or  control  of  any  duly- authorized  beard  of  under- 
writers of  this  State,  and  such  members  of  any  duly-organized  fire 
patroj  as  shall  have  been  enlisted  from  among  the  active  or  exempt 
firemen  of  any  city,  town,  borough,  township,  fire  district  (or  village)* 
in  this  State,  shall  be  exempt  from  general  and  special  poll  tax,  and  from 
State,  county  and  municipal  taxation  upon  real  or  personal  property,  or 
both,  not  exceeding  in  the  aggregate  five  hundred  dollars,  which  may  be 
assessed  against  them  or  their  said  property  by  authority  of  the  municipal 
corporation  of  the  city,  town,  borough,  township  or  fire  district  within 
which  they  may  be  doing  public,  fire,  patrol  or  salvage  duty.^ 

d.  Members  of  Disbanded  Fire  Companies. — Whenever  any  board 
of  aldermen  or  other  governing  body  of  any  municipal  body  in  this' 
State  shall  disband  any  fire,  hose,  truck  or  hook  and  ladder  company 
by  reason  of  establishing  a  paid  fire  department,  the  members  of  any 
such  company  having  served  faithfully  for  three  or  more  years  at  the 
time  of  such  disbandment,  and  being  in  good  standing  on  the  rolls  of 
said  company,  shall  be  entitled  to  "exempt  certificates"  issued  in  the 
same  manner  as  exempt  certificates  are  now  issued,  and  that  all  such 
members  holding  such  certificates  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  rights^ 
privileges  and  exemptions  from  duties  of  exempt  firemen ;  provided,, 
however  J  that  this  act  shall  not  apply  to  members  of  companies  dis- 
banded for  insubordination  or  failure  to  faithfully  perform  fire  duty.^ 

e.  Soldiers  and  Sailors,  and  Their  Widows. — All  honorably- dis- 
charged solders  or  sailors  resident  in  this  State,  who  have  served  in 
the  army  or  navy  of  the  United  States  during  the  late  rebellion  or 
during  the  war  of  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  and  the 
widows  of  such  soldiers  or  sailors,  so  long  as  they  remain  unmarried^ 
are  exempt  from  general  and  special  poll  tax,  and  from  State,  county 
and  municipal  taxation  upon  real  or  personal  property,  or  both,  not 
exceeding  in  the  aggregate  five  hundred  dollars.*  In  the  case  of 
soldiers  or  sailors,  the  production  to  the  assessor  or  board  of  taxing 
officers  of  the  discharge  of  such  soldier  or  sailor  from  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  will  be  considered  sufficient  evidence  of  exemption.* 
In  cities,  the  receiver  or  collector  of  taxes  is  authorized  by  law  to 

1  Gen.  Stat,  p.  3319,  ^^9;  P.  L.  1894,  *Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3315,1 174;  P.  L.  1890, 

p.  61.  p.  22. 

'Gen.  Stat., p.  3313,  §  164 ;  P.  L.  1888,  'Oen.  Stat,  p.  3314,  §  167  ;  P.  L.  1888,. 

p.  479.  p.  479. 

3  Gen  Stat ,  p.  1516,  'i  217 ;  P.  L.  1890, 
p.  117,  I  1. 
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deduct  the  amount  allowed  by  statute  from  the  taxes  payable  by  hcD- 
orably- discharged  soldiers  and  sailors  of  the  late  war  of  the  rebellion, 
when  the  assessor  has  failed  to  make  the  allowance/ 

/.  National  Guardsmen, — Every  member  of  the  national  guard 
shall  be  exempt  from  jury  duty,  poll  and  military  tax  and  from  State, 
county  and  municipal  tax  upon  five  hundred  dollars'  worth  of  hig 
personal  or  real  property  during  the  period  of  his  service.  The  cap- 
tain of  every  company  shall,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  May,  ineack 
year,  deliver  to  the  assessor,  board  of  assessors,  or  other  taxing  officer 
or  officers  of  any  city,  town,  borough,  township  or  other  municipality, 
and  to  the  sheriff  of  the  county  wherein  any  of  the  members  of  such 
company  reside,  a  written  statement,  under  oath,  of  the  names  and 
residences  of  all  the  members  of  such  company  residing  in  any  such 
city,  town,  borough,  township,  county  or  other  municipality ;  the  cer^ 
tificate  of  any  commissioned  officer  under  his  hand  shall  be  sufficient 
to  entitle  him  to  the  exemption  allowed  by  this  act.^ 

9.  Persons  Exempt  from  Payment  of  Poll  Tax. — Th€ 
following  perso'JS  are  exempt  irom  the  payment  ot  poll  tax  :  Honor- 
ably discharged  soldiers  and  sailors  who  have  served  for  the  period  of 
one  year,  also  those  wounded  and  discharged  in  consequence  thereof, 
in  the  armies  or  navies  of  the  United  States,  paupers,  idiots  and  in- 
sane person?.^  Soldiers  of  the  War  of  1812.^  Active  and  exempt 
members  of  volunteer  fire  companies,  and  members  of  fire  patrol  or 
salvage  corps.^  Members  of  State  militia  during  the  period  of  their 
service.^  Besides  the  above,  minors,  women  and  non-residents  are 
not  liable  to  assessment  for  poll  tax. 

10.  When  the  Exemption  Must  be  Claimed.— No  persoa 
shall  be  entitled  to  exemption,  as  above  provided,  unless  the  evidence 
of  the  right  of  such  person  to  claim  exemption  from  taxes  shall  be 
delivered  to  the  assessor  or  taxing  officer  or  officers  at  or  before  the 
time  limited  by  law  for  closing  the  assessment  in  the  city,  town,  bor- 
ough or  township  where  such  person  resides  or  is  taxable ;  provided^ 
however,  that  if  it  shall  be  made  to  appear  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
board  of  commissioners  of  appeal,  or  of  the  officers  by  law  authorized 

^P.  L.  1895,  p.  450.  5  Gen.  Stat,  p.  3313,  U  162,  163,  164^ 

2  P.  L.  1900,  p.  458,  U  140,  141.  P.  L.  1888,  p.  479. 

3  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3302,  ^  102;  P.  L.  1871,  ^'P.  L.  1900,  p.  428,  ^  140. 
p.  43. 

*  Gen.  Stat,  p.  3315,  §  174;  P.  L.  1890, 
p.  22. 

2  D  T 
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to  hear  and  determine  appeals,  that  the  person  assessed  was  prevented 
by  sickness  or  other  unavoidable  cause  from  delivering  or  causing  to 
be  delivered  such  evidence  to  the  assessor  or  taxing  officer  or  officers, 
the  said  board,  commissioners  or  officers  authorized  to  hear  and  deter- 
mine appeals  shall  permit  the  said  person  to  make  such  proof,  and  if 
satisfied  of  the  correctness  thereof,  they  shall  thereupon  allow  the 
deduction  or  exemption  as  if  the  same  had  been  made  to  the  taxing 
officer  or  officers.^ 

11.  Certificate  of  Exemption  May  be  in  the  Form  of  a 
List. — In  case  any  two  or  more  persons,  residing  in  the  same  city, 
town,  borough,  township  or  village^  shall  be  entitled  to  certificates  of 
exemption  from  the  same  officer,  or  from  the  clerk  of  any  city,  town, 
borough,  township  (or  village),  such  certificates  may  be  combined  in 
the  form  of  a  list  of  the  persons  residing  and  entitled  as  aforesaid, 
which  list  shall  be  certified  by  such  officer  or  clerk,  and  filed  by  him 
with  the  collector  or  receiver  of  taxes  of  such  city,  town,  borough, 
township  (or  village),  at  or  before  the  time  in  each  year  when  taxes 
shall  be  due  and  payable  therein.^ 

12.  What  Constitutes  Evidence  of  Right  to  Exemption. 
—The  certificate  of  the  clerk  of  any  township  or  town,  borough, 
village  or  fire  district  within  such  township,  or  such  municipal  officer 
or  other  officer  having  charge  of  the  records,  showing  what  persons 
are  active  firemen  or  salvage  corps  members,  will  entitle  the  said  per- 
sons to  exemption,  which  certificate  shall  be  furnished  without  charge.* 
In  the  case  of  soldiers  or  sailors,  the  production  to  the  assessor  or 
board  of  taxing  officers  of  the  discharge  of  such  soldier  or  sailor  from 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  will  be  considered  sufficient  evidence 
of  exemption.^  In  cities,  the  receiver  or  collector  of  taxes  is  author- 
ized by  law  to  deduct  the  amount  allowed  by  statute  from  the  taxes 
payable  by  honorably-discharged  soldiers  and  sailors  of  the  late  war 
of  the  rebellion,  when  the  assessor  has  failed  to  make  the  allowance.^ 
In  the  case  of  members  of  the  State  militia,  the  certificate  of  any 
commissioned  officer,  under  his  hand  and  seal,  will  entitle  such  mem- 
ber to  exemption/ 

^  Gen,  Stat,  p.  3314,  ^^  171;  P.  L.  1888,  '^  Gen.  Stat,  p.  3314,  ^67  ;  P.  L.  1888, 

p.  479.  p.  479. 

'  P.  L.  1894,  p.  61.  «  Gen.  Stat,  p.  3453,  g  8C3 ;  P.  L.  1895, 

3  Gen.  Stat,  p.  3314,  ^/,  108 ;  P.  L.  1888,  p.  450. 

p.  479.  '  P.  L.  1900,  p.  458,  §  141. 

*Gen.  Stat,  p.  3314,  ^^  167  ;  P.  L.  1888, 
p,  479. 
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13.  Effect  of  Claiming  Exemption  Falsely. — If  any  per- 
eon  shall  falsely  claim  exemption,  such  exemption  shall  in  no  case  be 
allowed,  and  such  person  shall  be  deemed  to  have  forfeited  and  lost 
all  rights  thereafter  to  such  exemption  in  case  he  shall  become  other- 
wise entitled  thereto.^ 

14.  One  Exemption  Only  Allowed. — The  several  acts  and 
parts  of  acts,  granting  to  certain  active  and  exempt  firemen,  to  per- 
sons who  served  in  the  military  or  naval  forces  of  the  United  States 
during  the  late  war,  and  to  all  general  and  staff  officers,  all  commis- 
sioned and  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians  and  privates  of  the 
national  guard  of  this  State,  certain  advantages  in  respect  to  taxes, 
shall  not  be  deemed  or  held  to  be  cumulative  in  their  action,  but  that 
any  person  claiming  any  exemption  or  deduction  from  taxation  by 
reason  of  his  belonging  to  any  two  or  more  of  the  three  classes  above 
mentioned,  shall  elect  at  the  time  of  making  such  claim  for  exemption 
or  deduction  one  only  of  the  three  causes  for  tax  exemption  aforesaid, 
and  shall  make  his  claim  thereunder  and  not  otherwise,  and  shall  not 
be  entitled  to  have  or  claim  by  reason  of  his  belonging  to  more  than 
one  of  the  three  classes  aforesaid,  any  other  additional  tax  exemption 
whatever. 2  No  person  shall,  under  any  pretense,  be  entitled  to  claim 
or  receive  the  benefit  of  more  than  one  exemption  in  any  one  year.^ 

15.  From  What  Taxes  Exemptions  May  be  Claimed 
and  Allowed. — If  the  entire  tax  levied  in  any  township  in  this 
State,  within  the  bounds  of  which  any  city,  town,  borough  or  fire 
district  may  have  been  or  may  hereafter  be  set  off  and  incorporated, 
shall  be  levied  by  authority  of  the  township  committee  of  such  town- 
ship, then  and  in  such  case  the  aforesaid  exemptions  (of  active  and 
exempt  firemen,  members  of  salvage  corps,  soldiers  and  sailors,  &c.,) 
may  be  claimed  and  shall  be  allowed  from  the  taxes  levied  by 
authority  of  such  township  committee ;  or  if  any  portion  of  the  taxes 
levied  upon  the  property  within  such  city,  town,  borough  or  fire  dis- 
trict, or  upon  the  personal  estate  of  the  residents  of  such  city,  town, 
borough  or  fire  district,  or  upon  both,  shall  be  levied  by  authority  of 
such  township  committee,  then  the  aforesaid  exemptions  may  be 
claimed  and  shall  be  allowed  from  all  taxes  so  levied.* 

1  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3314,  §  169 ;  P.  L.  1888,    ^  q^^   gt^t.,  p.  3314,  g  i69 ;  P.  L.  1888, 
p.  479.  p.  479. 

2  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3419,  §  612 ;  P.  L.  1885,    *  Gen.  Stat ,  p.  3313,  ^  166 ;  P.  L.  1888, 
p.  94.  p.  479. 
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16.  Exempt  Properties  to  be  Listed  Separately.— The 
assessor  is  required  to  keep  a  separate  list  and  description  of  all  real 
estate  and  buildings  exempt  from  taxation,  together  with  the  names 
of  the  person  or  persons  or  corporations  owning  the  same,  and  he 
shall  value  such  buildings,  property,  lots  and  tracts  of  land  at  their 
true  value  in  the  same  manner  as  other  real  estate,  and  in  each  case 
he  should  state  the  ground  of  exemption.^  He  shall  also  transmit  to 
the  State  Board  of  Taxation,  at  Trenton,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
November  annually,  a  statement  under  oath  or  affirmation,  copies 
from  the  duplicate  or  assessment  books,  and  showing  the  following 
facts  :  (1)  The  total  amount  of  real  estate  taxable,  (2)  the  total  amount 
of  personal  property  taxable^  (3)  the  total  amount  of  deductions  for 
debts  claimed  and  allowed,  other  than  debts  secured  by  mortgage,  (4) 
the  total  amount  or  value  of  exempt  property,  specifying  particularly 
and  by  separate  items,  the  total  amount  or  value  of  public  school 
property  owned  by  the  taxing  district,  the  total  amount  or  value  of 
other  school  property,  church  property  and  property  used  for  char- 
itable purposes,  cemetery  property  and  the  total  amount  of  exemptions 
allowed  to  veterans,  firemen  and  members  of  militia.^ 

17.  Decisions  in  GeneraL— It  is  a  well-settled  principle  of 
law  that  no  property  can  be  exempted  from  taxation  unless  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Legislature  to  exempt  appears  clearly  in  the  language  of 
the  law.  Exemptions  are  not  favored  in  the  law,  and  should  always 
be  strictly  construed.^  The  legal  implication  is  in  favor  of  the  power 
of  tax,  except  in  the  case  of  the  property  of  municipal  corporations,, 
where  the  implication  is  against  the  power  to  tax.  As  to  individuals 
and  private  corporations,  however,  there  must  be  express  words  to 
exempt;  as  to  public  corporations,  there  must  be  express  words  to 
tax.* 

1  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3345,  ^  289;  P.  L.  1891,  ^  State    v.   Woodruff,   8   Vroom    141- 

p.  189.  State  v.  Love,  8  Vroom  60. 

'Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3449,  I  313  ;  P.  L.  1895,  ^ State,  Camden   County   v.  Township 

p  261.  of  Washington,  31  Vroom  367. 
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18.  Polls  and  Invisible  Personal  Property  Taxed 
Where  Owner  Resides.— The  poll  tax  and  the  tax  on  personal 
property  shall  be  assessed  on  each  inhabitant  liable  thereto  in  the 
township  or  ward  where  he  resides^  on  the  day  prescribed  by  law  for 
commencing  the  assessment.2  The  following  are  exceptions  to  the 
above  rule : 

a.  Visible  Personal  Property  Taxed  Where  Found. — The  tax  on 
visible  personal  estate,  including  visible  and  tangible  property  such 
as  household  goods,  farm  implements,  carriages,  live  stock,  vessel  and 
boat  property,  street  cars,  telephone  and  telegraph  instruments,  mate- 
rials in  stock  manufactured  or  raw  material  in  process  of  manufacture, 
shall  be  assessed  in  and  for  the  township,  ward  or  taxing  district 
where  found.^ 

h.  Trust  Property  Assessed  Where  Executor  Resides. — Every  per- 
son shall  be  assessed  in  the  township  or  ward  where  he  resides  for 
all  personal  estate  in  his  possession  or  under  his  control,  as  trustee, 
guardian,  executor  or  administrator.^     If  such  executor  resides  in  New 

^The  character  of  the   residence  in-  then,  required  by  the  act  to  make  one 

tended  to  make  a  person  liable  for  a  tax  liable  to  a  personal  tax  in  a  particular 

on   personal  property,   is  fixed   by   the  township  or  ward,  is  precisely  the  same 

word   "inhabitant"    in    the   law.     The  as  that  which  will  entitle  him  to  vote 

meaning  of  the  word,  as  used  in  the  act,  there.     State   v.  Casper,  7  Yroom  368 ; 

does  not  differ  materially,  if  at  all,  from  Cadwallader    v.   Howell,   3   Harr.   138  ; 

its    ordinary   and   proper  signification  ;  State  v.  Ross,  3  Zab.  521. 
one  who  has  an  actual  but  merely  tem-  "^Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3293,  §  ^  ;  Gen.  Stat., 

porary  residence  in  a  place  is  not,  in  any  p  3345^  ^  291. 

proper  sense,  an  inhabitant  of  that  place.  s  q^^  gj^j.^  p  3345^  ^  291 ;  P.  L.  1891, 

An  inhabitant  of  a  township  or  ward  is  p  189. 

one  who  has  his  domicile  there,  his  fixed  *Gen.   Stat,   p.   3293,    §    67;     Ely  v. 

habitation  or  home,  from  which  he  has  Holmdel,  10  Vroom  79. 
no  intention  of  moving.     The  residence, 

(21) 
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Jersey.^     Where  a  bond  and  mortgage  is  in  the  hands  of  one  of 
several  executors,  he  is  taxable  for  it  at  his  place  of  residence.2 

c.  Incorporated  Companies  Assessable  Where  Principal  Office  Shalt 
Be, — The  personal  estate  of  every  incorporated  company  liable  to 
taxation  shall  be  assessed  in  the  township  or  ward  where  the  prin- 
cipal office  shall  be ;  or  if  such  company  has  no  principal  office  or 
place  of  transacting  its  financial  concerns,  then  in  the  township  or 
ward  where  the  operations  of  such  company  are  carried  on.^ 

d.  Foreign  Corporations  Assessable  Where  Business  is  Carried  On, 
— Corporations  regularly  doing  business  in  this  State,  and  not  being 
corporations  of  this  State  (except  fire,  life,  accident,  marine  and  live  stock 
insurance  companies,  which  pay  a  tax  directly  to  the  State  under  section 
3,  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  1744),  and  agents  doing  business  in  this  State,  are 
assessable  for  the  amount  of  capital  usually  employed  in  this  State  in 
the  doing  of  the  business  of  said  foreign  corporations  {and  which  i& 
not  otherwise  taxed)  in  the  township  or  ward  where  such  business  is 
usually  carried  on  and  transacted.^ 

e.  Toll-  Collecting  Companies  Assessed  Where  Treasurer  Resides. — 
Where  the  tolls  of  any  bridge,  turnpike,  railroad  or  canal  company 
are  collected  in  the  several  townships  or  wards,  the  personal  estate  of 
such  companies  shall  be  assessable  in  the  township  or  ward  in  which 
the  treasurer  or  other  officer  authorized  to  discharge  the  general 
pecuniary  obligations  of  said  company  resides.^ 

/.  Personal  Property  Used  in  Business  Assessed  Where  Business 
is  Carried  On. — All  tangible  personal  property  used  by  the  owner  or 
owners,  or  by  any  lessee,  employe  or  agent  for  such  owner  or  owners, 
in  connection  with  any  business  or  employment,  unless  such  business 
or  employment  is  only  temporary,  shall  be  assessed  for  taxes  at  the 
place  and  within  the  taxing  district  where  such  business  or  employ- 
ment is  carried  on  or  conducted,  and  not  elsewhere.^ 

g.  Mortgages  Assessable  in  Taxing  District  Where  Mortgaged' 
Lands  are  Situate. — Where  a  mortgage  indebtedness  has  been  claimed 
and  allowed,  the  mortgage  is  assessable  to  the  holder  or  owner  of  the 
mortgage  in  the  taxing  district  where  the  lands  in  the  mortgage  de- 

'Endicolt  v.  Corson,  21  Vroom  381;  p.  3292,  ^  62;  Pipe  Line  Co.  v.  Berry,. 

C4en.  Stat ,  p.  33 16,  ^.  292 ;  P.  L.  1891,  p.  23  Vroom  308 ;  124  Vroom  212. 
^89.  oGen.  Stat.,  p  3294,  ^^  67 ;  P.  L.  1866, 

^Wyckoffr  Jones,  10  Vroom  650.  p  1078. 

•^Gen.  Stat,  p.  3294,  ^.  67;  P.  L.  1886,  ^Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3425^  ^  615  ;  P.  L,  1888, 

P  ^^"8  p.  119. 

^Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3298,  ^  79;  Gen.  Stat, 
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scribed  are  situate,^  except  in  the  case  of  mortgages  upon  lands  exempt 
from  taxation,  which  are  held  to  ba  taxable  to  the  mortgagee  at  the 
place  of  his  domicile. 2 

h.  Bank  Shares  of  Non- Residents  Assessed  Where  Bank  is  Locatedo 
— Where  the  owner  of  stock  of  national  or  State  banks  situate  m 
New  Jersey  is  a  non-resident  of  this  State,  then  and  in  that  case  he 
shall  be  assessed  for  said  shares  in  the  city,  township  or  ward  where 
said  bank  is  located,  and  the  tax  assessed  against  such  non-resident 
stockholder  shall  be  a  lien  upon  his  stock  from  the  day  designated  by 
law  for  commencing  the  assessment,  and  said  stock  may  be  levied  upon 
and  sold  by  virtue  of  a  tax  warrant  to  be  issued  against  such  non- 
resident for  that  purpose ;  and,  moreover,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said 
bank,  upon  demand  for  that  purpose  made  by  the  collector  of  taxes, 
to  pay  the  amount  of  tax  so  assessed  against  such  non-resident,  and 
to  retain  the  amount  so  paid  out  of  the  dividends  from  time  to  time 
declared  upon  said  shares,  and  said  bank  shall  have  a  lien  upon  suck 
non-resident's  shares  of  stock  for  the  amount  of  the  tax  so  assessed 
and  paid  thereon  until  the  same  shall  be  repaid  to  said  bank,  which 
lien  may  be  enforced  by  appropriate  proceedings  in  the  Court  of 
Chancery.^ 

i.  Personal  Property  of  Non- Residents  Assessed  Where  Situate^ 
— In  case  the  owner  or  owners  of  personal  estate  shall  be  non« 
residents  of  this  State,  then  and  in  that  case  the  said  personal 
estate  shall  be  taxed  in  the  township  or  ward  where  the  same  may  be 
situate/  In  the  case  of  Taylor  v.  Love,  where  personal  property 
situate  in  Jersey  City  and  belonging  to  a  firm  of  four,  three  of  whom 
were  non-residents  of  the  State,  and  the  fourth  resident  in  Elizabeth, 
was  assessed  in  Elizabeth,  it  was  held  "that  the  interests  of  non- 
resident partners  were  clearly  assessable  there,  and  as  the  resident 
partner  has  failed  to  show  what  his  interest  is,  the  court  can  make  no 
reduction."  Visible  personal  property  of  non-residents  is  taxable  in 
the  district  where  found.  Where  moneys  are  deposited  and  invested 
in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  and  the  owners  or  parties  having  the  bene- 
ficial interest  in  such  money  or  personal  property  are  non-residents  of 
this  State,  the  taxes  thereon,  or  on  account  thereof,  shall  be  assessed 

iGen.  Stat.,  p.  3304,  P^  13  ;  P.  L.  1876,  ^P.  L.  1900,  p.  295. 

p.  160.  *Gen,  Stat,  p.  3293,  ^  67  ;  P.  L.  186g, 

2  Engle  V.  Laatz,  21  Vroom  578.  p.  1078. 
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aod  paid  in  the  taxing  district  where  the  same  is  held  or  deposited  at 
the  time  when  assessments  for  taxation  are  made.^ 

j.  Vtssels  and  Boat  Property  Assessed  at  Home  Port. — Vessels  are 
taxable  under  section  four  of  the  Tax  act  of  1866.2  Unless  they  have 
aii  actual  situs  elsewhere,  they  are  taxable  at  their  home  port.  The 
decisions  as  to  what  is  the  home  port  are  based  upon  section  4141  of 
the  United  States  Revised  Statutes,  which  provides  "  that  a  vessel 
shall  be  registered  in  the  district  withn  which  the  port  to  which  she 
belongs  is  situated,  as  the  port  at  or  nearest  to  which  the  owner,  if 
there  be  but  one,  or,  if  naore  than  one,  the  husband  or  acting  and 
managing  owner  usually  resides.  Therefore  the  home  port  depends 
upon  the  locality  of  the  owner's  residence,  not  upon  the  place  of  en- 
rollment.''^ Vessels  are  not  subject  to  federal  taxation  except  in  the 
form  of  a  few  small  fees  on  entry  and  clearance,  for  specific  services, 
and  tonnagje  tax  under  the  act  of  Congress,  June  19,  1886. 

19.  Situs  of  Personal  Property  for  the  Purpose  of 
Taxation.  — The  States  have  the  power  to  separate,  for  the  purpose 
of  taxation,  the  situs  of  personal  property  from  the  domicile  of  the 
owner.^  Personal  property  may  be  taxed,  either  at  the  domicile  of 
its  owner  or  at  the  place  where  the  property  is  situated,  even  if  the 
owner  is  neither  a  citizen  nor  a  resident  of  the  State  which  imposes 
the  tax.^  Under  the  act  of  March  1, 1888,^  and  section  six  of  the  act 
of  March  19,  1891,^  a  tax  for  personal  property  may  be  levied  against 
a  person  at  his  residence,  and  another  tax  may  be  assessed  against 
him  for  tangible  personal  property  used  in  connection  with  his  busi- 
ness, at  the  place  where  his  business  is  carried  on,  although  the  place 
of  business  and  the  residence  are  in  the  same  taxing  district.^ 

20.  Property  Held  in  Trust  Assessable  to  Trustee,  &c., 
Having  Possession  or  Control  of  Such  Property.— Every 
person  shall  be  assessed  for  all  personal  estate  in  his  possession  or  under 
his   control  as  trustee,  guardian,  executor,  administrator  or  in  any 

'  P.  L.  1887,  p.  163.   See  Chancellor  v.  309  ;  Pullman  Palace  Car  Co.  v.  Penn- 

City  of  Elizabeth,  Nov.  Term  Sup.  Couit,  sylvania,  141  U.  S.  18. 
lyOO.  =  Bristol  V.  Washington  County,  117  U. 

^Gen.   Slat,   p.  3292;    P.  L.  1866,  p.  S.   133;     Adams    Express   Company    v. 

1078.  Ohio,  166  U.  S.  185. 

•^59  Am.  Dec.  526.    See  Whealon   v.  <> Gen.  Stat,  p.  3425,  ?  645 ;  P.  L.  1SS8, 

Mickel,  34  Vroom  525;    State  r  Ram-  p  119. 

sey,  4  Zab.  56,  and  Fourth   Annual  Re-  ''Gen  Stat,  p.  3345,  ^  291 ;  P.  L.  1891, 

port  of  the  State  Bjard  of  Taxation,  pp.  p  189. 
V>1-108,  ''Mullins   v.    Mayor,   &c.,    of    Jersey 

*New  Orleans  v.  Stempel,  175  U.  S.  City,  32  Vroom  135. 
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other  representative  or  fiduciary  capacity,  in  the  same  manner  as  other 
persons  are  assessed  .  *  *  *  and  in  cases  where  the  same  prop- 
erty is  held  by  several  trustees,  guardians,  executors,  administrators 
or  other  representatives  or  fiduciaries,  only  one  of  them  shall  be  taxed 
for  the  same ;  and  such  property  shall  be  assessed  in  the  hands  of 
6uch  one  of  said  executors,  guardians,  trustees,  administrators,  repre- 
sentatives or  fiduciaries  as  have  actual  possession  or  control  of  such 
property,  if  such  person  is  known  to  or  can  on  reasonable  search  be 
ascertained  by  the  assessor  or  other  taxing  officer ;  otherwise  such 
property  may  be  assessed  in  the  name  of  any  one  of  such  trustees, 
guardians,  executors,  administrators,  representatives  or  fiduciaries/ 
If  the  property  is  not  in  possession  or  control  of  the  executors  it  can- 
not be  assessed  to  them,  as,  where  the  principal  sum  is  not  payable  to 
them.-  An  assignee  is  a  trustee  within  the  meaning  of  the  Tax  act  of 
1866,  and  is  taxable  as  such  for  the  estate  of  the  assignor  in  his 
hands.^ 

21.  Money  Invested  in  Chancery  Assessable  to  Persons 
Owning  or  Having  Beneficial  Interest.— Where  moneys  are 
deposited  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  and  invested  upon  any  security, 
the  persons  or  corporations  owning  or  having  the  beneficial  interest  in 
such  money  or  other  personal  property  or  estate,  and  residing  or 
located  in  the  respective  cities,  towns  and  other  taxing  districts,  are 
assessable  for  and  on  account  of  such  money  and  other  personal  prop- 
erty or  estate,  at  and  according  to  the  respective  interests  therein  of 
such  persons  or  corporations,  and  in  all  cases  where  the  owners  or 
parties  having  the  beneficial  interest  in  such  money  or  other  personal 
property  or  estate  are  non-residents  of  this  State,  the  taxes  thereon, 
or  on  account  thereof,  shall  be  assessed  and  paid  in  the  city,  town  or 
other  taxing  district  where  the  same  is  held  or  deposited  at  the  time 
when  assessments  for  taxation  are  made.* 

22.  Personal  Property  of  Non-Residents  Assessed  to 
Owner  or  Person  in  Charge.— Personal  property  belonging  to 
non-residents  may  be  assessed  either  to  the  owner  or  to  the  person  in 
possession  or  charge  thereof.^ 

'  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3346,  ^  292 ;   P.  L.  1891,  ''  Clark  v.  Grover,  8  Vroom  174. 

|).  189 ;  EI7  V.  Holmdel,  10  Vroom  79 ;  *  P    L.  1887,  p.  163.     See  Chancellor 

AVyckoff  V.  Jones,  10  Vroom  650 ;  Hoi-  v.    City  of  Elizabeth,  Nov.   Term  Sup. 

combe    v.  Holcombe,  2  Stew.  Eq.   597 ;  Court,  1900. 

Vail's  Executors  r.  Eunyon,  12  Vroom  98.  ^  Qgn.  Stat ,  p.  3345,  §  291 ;  P.  L.  1891, 

-Gray  v.  Leggett,  11  Vroom  308.  p.  189,  §  6. 
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23.  Real  Estate,  Where  and  to  Whom  Assessed.— All 
real  estate  shall  be  assessed  in  the  township,  ward  or  taxing  district 
in  which  the  same  may  be  situated.  Every  person  shall  be  assessed 
in  the  township  or  ward  where  he  resides  for  all  lands  then  owned  or 
possessed  by  him  within  said  township  or  ward,  either  occupied  or 
unoccupied.^  The  real  estate  of  non-residents  is  taxable  in  the  dis- 
trict where  found. 2  Where  any  real  estate  is  held  by  the  Chancellor 
in  his  official  capacity,  and  in  which  any  individual  or  corporation 
may  have  a  beneficial  interest,  it  is  assessable  in  the  taxing  district 
where  the  said  land  is  situate,  the  same  as  other  real  estate  is  assessed.^ 
All  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments  and  real  estate  must  be  assessed 
in  the  names  of  the  owners  thereof,  respectively.*  Where  lands  have 
been  sold  for  unpaid  taxes  and  purchased  by  the  municipality,  the 
assessments  shall  continue  to  be  assessed  upon  the  said  lands  in  the 
hands  of  the  municipality  or  the  person  holding  it  in  its  behalf.^ 
Lands  occupied  by  a  person  other  than  the  owner  may  be  assessed  to 
the  owner,  or  as  the  lands  of  non-residents,  if  owned  by  such. 

24.  Who  Are  Deemed  Owners  for  the  Purposes  of 
Taxation. — The  term  "owner"  or  "owners"  was  used  to  denote 
the  owner  of  an  estate  in  possession  at  the  time  of  the  assessment,  and 
not  a  prior  owner,  or  the  owner  of  an  estate  in  expectancy,  or  of  any 
executory  or  contingent  interest,  and  the  design  of  the  act  was  to 
make  the  interest  of  such  owner  only,  and  those  claiming  under  him, 
liable  for  the  tax  assessed.^  After  the  assessor  has  ascertained  and  set 
down  the  name  of  the  owner  and  the  real  estate  to  be  assessed,  in  the 
course  of  his  duties  in  making  the  assessment,  he  is  not  obliged  to 
substitute  the  name  of  a  subsequent  owner  if  requested  before 
the  time  to  complete  the  assessment  has  expired.^  No  tax  on  real 
estate  shall  be  void  in  consequence  of  any  omission  or  mistake  in 
the  name  of  the  rightful  owner.^  Assessments  on  personal  prop- 
erty are  held  to  be  valid  notwithstanding  any  mistake  in  the  name 

1  Gen.  Stat ,  p.  3293,  \  66  ;  P.  L.  18G6,  ^Gen.  Stat ,  p..  3358,  |  365 ;  Gen.  Stat., 
p.  1078 ;  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3345, 1  291 ;  P.  L.      p.  3402,  \  531. 

1891,  p.  192.  \  6.  *^  Hopper  v.  Malleson,  1  C.  E.  Gr.  382; 

2  State  V  Ross,  3  Zab.  517  ;  Gen.  Stat.,      Tindall  v.  Vanderbilt,  4  Vroom  38. 
p.  3343,  \  290;  P.  L.  1891,  p.  189.  'Force  v.  Willia[ns3n,  4  Vroom  77. 

^Gen.  Stat.,p.3312,  U57;  P.  L.  1887,  « Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3315,  ?  290;  P.  L.  1891, 

p.  163.  p.  189,  'i  5. 

*Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3350,  \  317 ;  P.  L.  1854, 
p.  429. 
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or  names  of  owners,  or  omission  to  name  the  real  owner  of  any  per- 
sonal property.^ 

25.  Real  Estate  Divided  by  Lines  of  Taxing  Districts 
— How  and  Where  Assessed. — When  the  line  between  two  tax- 
ing districts  divides  a  farm  or  lot  owned  or  possessed  by  the  person 
taxed,  the  same  shall  be  taxed,  if  occupied,  in  the  taxing  district  in 
which  the  occupant  resides,  and  if  unoccupied,  each  part  thereof  shall 
be  assessed  to  the  owner  thereof  in  the  taxing  district  in  which  the 
same  may  be,  and  this  whether  such  division  line  be  a  township,  ward 
or  county  line.2  "  Where  a  farm  lies  in  two  townships,  upon  which 
there  is  a  dwelling-house  situate  in  each  of  said  townships,  one  of 
which  is  occupied  by  the  owner,  and  the  other,  being  the  farm  build- 
ings, is  occupied  by  the  owner's  son,  who  tills  the  farm  on  shares,  it 
is  occupied  by  the  owner  and  not  by  his  son,  and  should  be  taxed  tO' 
the  owner  in  the  township  where  he  resides."^  "  Where  a  farm  lie& 
in  two  townships,  the  owner  of  which  has  removed  from  it  out  of  the 
township,  leaving  it  in  the  care  of  his  farmer,  who  occupies  a  small 
house  not  in  the  same  township  as  the  principal  dwelling-house,  it 
should  be  assessed  to  the  owner,  in  the  township  wherein  is  the  prin- 
cipal dwelling-house."*  "  Where  a  farm  is  divided  by  a  township 
line,  the  owner  residing  in  one  of  the  two  townships,  but  not  on  the 
farm,  and  where  the  farm  is  cultivated  by  a  farmer  who  receives  for 
his  labor  and  services  a  certain  share  of  the  products,  it  should  be 
assessed  to  the  owner  in  the  township  where  he  resides.  The  fact 
that  the  owner  does  not  reside  upon  the  farm  can  make  no  difference, 
but  if  there  be  a  dwelling-house  on  said  farm,  wherein  the  owner  does 
not  live,  and  occupied  by  tenants  having  no  interest  in  the  farming 
operations,  such  dwelling-house  and  curtilage  are  taxable  in  the  town- 
ship where  they  are  actually  located.     There  is  a  distinction  to  be 

^P.  L.  1890,  p.  275.  of  an  exception  to  this  rule  must  clearly 
2  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3345,  §  291 ;  P.  L.  1891,  establish  it.  What  is  a  "  lot,"  within  the 
p.  189.  The  acts  of  1894  (Gen.  Stat.,  p.  act  of  1891  (Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3345,  g  291), 
3449,  ?  779  ;  p.  3450,  ^  787),  authorizing  is  a  question  of  fact,  to  be  determined  by- 
block  maps  and  assessment  of  taxes  there-  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case.  As 
by  in  certain  municipalities,  do  not  work  against  an  owner,  acquiescence  in  taxa- 
a  repeal  in  those  municipalities  of  the  tion  will  be  held  a  controlling  circuiu- 
general  act  of  1891  (Gen.  Stat ,  p.  3345,  ^  stance  in  that  regard  as  long  as  the  sitii- 
291).  As  to  assessment  of  taxes,  these  ation  remains  unchanged.  Potter  r.. 
acts  extend  only  to  property  lawfully  Orange,  33  Vroom  192 
assessable.  The  normal  rule  is  to  tax  ^  State  i;.  Hoffman,  1  Vroom  346. 
property  where  situate,  and  the  claimant  *  State  i".  Rembrandt,  2  Vroom  218. 
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made  between  lands  worked  on  shares  and  lands  leased  for  a  certain 
rent.  In  the  former  case  the  owner  is  the  occupant,  although  he 
may  not  himself  reside  on  the  lands.  In  the  latter  case  the  tenant  is 
the  occupant,  and  the  place  where  such  occupant  resides  will  in  either 
case  determine  the  place  of  assessment."  ^  The  act  approved  March 
30,  1892  (P.  L.  1892,  p.  378),  providing  that  where  a  farm  or  tract 
of  land  lying  adjacent  to  lands  upon  which  the  owner  resides  shall 
be,  or  may  be  heretofore  since  1881,  have  been  acquired  by  such 
owner  by  transfer  separate  from  the  transfer  by  which  he  acquired 
the  land  on  which  he  resides,  such  farm  or  tract  so  acquired  shall  not, 
by  reason  of  the  change  of  ownership,  be  assessed  in  the  township 
where  such  owner  resides,  but  shall  be  assessed  in  the  township  where 
the  same  is  situate,  was  held  to  be  unconstitutional  in  the  case  of 
Warren  Mfg.  Co.  v.  Dalrymple,  27  Yroom  449. 

26.  Tenants  Liable  for  Tax.— The  tenants  or  other  persons 
in  possession  or  having  the  charge  of  any  lands  or  tenements,  and 
their  goods  and  chattels,  are  liable  for  the  payment  of  taxes.2  Taxes 
on  real  estate  may  be  assessed  against  the  tenant  or  owner,  and  the 
fact  that  by  the  lease  the  tenant  must  pay  the  taxes,  does  not  prevent 
taxes  from  being  collected  from  the  owner .^  If  the  owner  of  lands  is 
delinquent  in  the  payment  of  his  taxes,  he  may  be  returned  as  delin- 
quent, and  upon  the  tax  warrant  issued  against  the  owner,  the  ten- 
ant's goods  and  chattels  may  be  seized  and  held  to  pay  taxes  and 
costs.^ 

1  State  V.  Jewell,  5  Vroom  259 ;  Bower  ^  gt^te  v  Blundell,  4  Zab.  402 ;  Edgar 

t.  Hay,  2  Vroom  275 ;  State  v  Britton,  v.  Jewell,  5  Vroom  529 ;  State  v.  Bun- 

13  Vroom  104-108.                •  ninger,  13  Vroom  529. 

^  Gen.  Stat ,  p.  3287, 1  33  ;  act  approved  *  Morrow  v.  Dews,  1  Stew.  Eq.  461. 
April  14,  1846. 
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27.  Constitutional  Provision. — The  amendment  of  1875  to 
the  Constitution  executed  itself  upon  its  adoption  by  a  vote  of  the 
people.  It  required  no  legislation  to  make  it  operative  as  the  law  of 
the  State.  It  provides  that  "  property  shall  be  assessed  for  taxes 
under  general  laws,  by  uniform  rules/  according  to  its  true  value." 
Article  IV.,  section  7,  paragraph  12. 

The  limitation  of  its  application  has  been  clearly  expressed  by 
Mr.  Justice  Depue,  speaking  for  the  Court  of  Errors  and  Appeals : 
"  Every  system  of  taxation  consists  of  two  parts,  the  one  relating  to 
the  assessment  (the  designation  of  the  persons  and  things  which  shall 
be  the  subject  of  taxation),  and  the  apportionment  of  taxation  among 
such  persons  and  things  in  the  ratio  prescribed  by  law ;  the  other,  the 
collection  of  the  taxes  assessed,  by  the  enforced  payment  thereof. 
Incident  to  both  of  these  departments  of  taxation,  is  the  machinery 
by  which  the  assessment  shall  be  made  and  its  collection  enforced. 
*  *  *  The  constitutional  provision  invoked  relates  only  to  the 
assessment  of  taxes,  and  in  that  respect  it  concerns  only  such  equaliza- 
tion of  the  burdens  of  taxation  as  will  result  from  the  designation  of 
the  property  which  shall  be  the  subject  of  taxation,  and  the  appor- 
tionment of  the  taxes  thereon  under  general  laws,  by  uniform  rules 
and  upon  true  valuations.  *  *  *  Whether  taxes  shall  be  assessed 
by  an  officer  elected  by  the  people,  and  called  an  assessor,  or  by  a  com- 
missioner appointed  by  a  municipal  body,  whether  they  shall  be  col- 
lected by  an  elected  officer  called  a  collector  of  taxes,  or  by  a  receiver, 
holding  his  office  by  virtue  of  some  other  authority,  and  payment 

^For  a  discussion  and  illustration  of  must  be  exempted  from  taxation  by  gen- 

what  are  general  laws  and  uniform  rules  eral  laws.    The  law  which  separates  taxed 

as  applied  to  taxation,  see  the  cases  of  fromexemptpropertymustbealawwhich 

State  Board  of  Assessors  v.  Central  Kail-  divides  classes.     State  Board  of  Assessor* 

road   Co.,   19  Vroom   146;    Shotwell    v.  ?;.  Central  Eailroad  Co.,  19  Vroom  321. 
Dalrymple,  20  Vroom  530.     So  property 
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thereon  enforced  on  goods  and  chattels,  or  on  the  person,  or  by  a  lien 
upon  and  sale  of  property,  real  or  personal,  are  matters  of  little 
importance,  which  the  framers  of  the  constitutional  amendments  wisely 
left  to  legislative  discretion.  Statutes  relating  to  these  subjects  in 
force  when  the  constitutional  amendments  were  adopted,  though  local 
and  special,  were  not  abrogated,  nor  is  such  legislation  in  the  future 
interdicted  by  this  amendment."  ^ 

28.  Property  Assessed  at  Its  Actual  Value.— All  real 
and  personal  estate  within  this  State,  whether  owned  by  individuals 
or  corporations,  shall  be  liable  to  taxation  at  the  full  and  actual  value 
thereof,  on  the  day  in  each  year  when  by  law  the  assessment  is  to 
commence.2  The  amount  that  taxable  property  will  sell  for  at  a  public 
sale,  made  under  authority  of  law,  is  a  good  prima  facie  criterion  of 
its  actual  value,  but  it  is  not  conclusive.^  The  duty  of  the  assessor, 
as  prescribed  by  the  statute  and  embodied  in  his  official  oath,  is  to 
value  real  estate  at  its  full  and  fair  value,  and  at  such  price  as  in  his 
judgment  such  real  estate,  taken  as  a  whole,  will  sell  for  at  a  fair 
and  bona  fide  sale,  by  private  contract,  on  the  day  prescribed  by  law 
for  commencing  the  assessment.  The  property  to  be  assessed,  what- 
ever may  be  its  character,  whether  a  cultivated  farm  or  tract  of  wild 
land,  is  to  be  taken  and  valued  in  the  actual  condition  in  which  the 
owner  holds  it.  If  divided  into  lots,  each  lot  is,  of  course,  assessable 
at  its  full  value  in  the  market.  But  if  held  by  the  owner  as  a  farm, 
or  as  an  entire  tract,  the  question  is  not  what  would  this  or  that  part 
of  it  sell  for  if  separated  from  the  rest,  but  what  would  the  property 
as  it  is — as  the  owner  actually  holds  it — sell  for  at  a  fair  private  sale.* 
In  estimating  the  value  of  real  estate  owned  by  companies  and  cor- 
porations, the  assessor  should  consider  the  property  just  what  it  is, 
disregarding  the  question  of  franchises,^  or  the  question  of  profit  or 
loss  in  its  use.  A  building  fitted  up  for  a  bank,  with  its  vaults  and 
arrangements,  should  be  valued  independently  of  the  profits  that 
could  be  made  there  under  its  charter.  The  same  principle  should 
govern  in  estimating  the  value  of  a  bridge  on  which  tolls  are  col- 
lected.    The  location  of  real  estate,  the  business  and  wants  of  the 

^Trustees  of  Public  Schools  v.  City  of  see  pp.  26-43,  Black's  New  Jersey  Law 

Trenton,  3  Stew.  Eq.  667,  677.  of  Taxation. 

=■  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3293,  §  62 ;  P.  L.  1866,  '  Col  well  v.  Abbott,  13  Vroom  114, 115. 

p.  1078.  ^  Passaic   Water  Co.   v.   Paterson,    27 

3 State  V.  Randolph,  1  Dutch.  430.    For  Vroom  471 . 
an  exhaustive  treatise  on  "True Value," 
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neighborhood  in  which  it  is  situate,  the  usual  circumstances  of  growth 
«nd  trade,  and  such  other  circumstances  as  regulate  the  value  of  land 
vgenerally,  are  proper  considerations  to  aid  the  assessor  in  estimating 
values.^ 

29.  The  Assessment— When  Made  and  Completed. — In 
townships,2  boroughs,^  and  in  cities  governed  under  the  acts  approved 
March  24, 1897,^  and  March  21,  1899^  (except  taxing  districts  in  the 
counties  of  Hudson,  Middlesex,  Camden,  Gloucester  and  Cape  May, 
in  which  the  time  for  making  the  assessment  is  fixed  by  special  acts^), 
the  assessor  is  required  to  make  the  assessment  between  the  twentieth 
day  of  May  and  the  twentieth  day  of  August/  By  the  supplement 
approved  April  11,  1867,^  it  is  provided  that  assessors  shall  hereafter 
finish  making  their  assessments  on  or  before  the  third  Monday  of 
August  of  each  year.     In  cities^  the  time  within  which  assessments 


^  State  -•.  Metz,  2  Vroom  378. 
'  Gen.  Stat ,  p.  32S3,  §  1.    Act  approved 
April  14,  1846. 

^'P.L.  1897,  p.  307,  Ho- 

*P.  L.  1897,  p.  46. 

sp.  L  1899,  p.  21. 

^In  Hudson  county  the  assessments 
-commence  ''as  soon  as  practicable  after 
the  tirst  Monday  in  April,  and  are  to  be 
-completed  by  the  first  Mcnday  in  June." 
P.  L.  1873,  p.  794.  In  Middlesex  county, 
between  the  fifteenth  day  of  April  and 
the  fifteenth  of  June.  P.  L.  1876,  p.  384. 
In  Camden,  Cape  May  and  Gloucester 
counties,  between  the  twentieth  day  of 
April  and  the  twentieth  day  of  June.  P. 
L.  1862,  p.  270,  §  1. 

^Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3283,  §  1. 

»Gen.  Stat,  p.  3301,  g  94. 

^  Neioark — "  The  valuation  of  property 
and  assessment  of  taxes  shall  be  consid- 
ered as  made  on  the  third  Wednesday  in 
January  of  each  year."  P.  L.  1889,  p. 
^64,  §  4.  See,  also,  P  L.  1866,  p  446 ;  P. 
L.  1867,  p.  84.  Jersey  Ci'y — Assessments 
are  begun  as  soon  as  practicable  after  the 
■first  Monday  in  April,  and  completed  by 
first  Monday  in  June.  P.  L.  1873,  p.  794. 
Paterson — Between  the  second  Monday 
an  May  and  the  second  Monday  in  Sep- 
tember.    P.  L.  1871,  p  808,  U  40,  41, 44 ; 


P.  L.  1873,  p.  804.  Trenton— Between 
the  first  Monday  in  May  and  the  last 
Monday  in  June.  P.  L.  1874,  pp.  331, 
527.  Elizabeth — Assessments  are  consid- 
ered as  made  on  the  first  Wednesday  in 
Apiil,  and  completed  on  or  before  the 
third  Monday  in  June.  P.  L.  1869,  p. 
1257.  Orange — Between  the  twentieth 
day  of  May  and  the  last  Tuesday  in  July, 
under  the  act  of  1895.  P.  L.  1895,  p. 
563.  The  city  charter  provides  that  the 
assessments  shall  be  made  between  the 
twentieth  of  May  and  the  last  Tuesday 
in  June  P.  L.  1869,  §  55.  New  Bruns- 
ivick — Between  April  15  and  June  15.  P. 
L.  1875,  pp.  384,  634.  Atlantic  City— 
Between  the  twentieth  day  of  May  and 
the  last  Tuesday  in  .July.  P.  L.  1895,  p. 
663.  Passaic — Assessments  are  made  as 
of  the  twentieth  of  May,  and  are 
delivered  to  the  collector  the  first  of  Oc- 
tober. Charter  1875,  |  38.  Plaivjield— 
Between  the  first  day  of  May  and  the 
third  Monday  in  August.  Fixed  by  ordi- 
nance. May,  1882.  ^r/c/^e<o>i— Between 
the  twentieth  day  of  May  and  the  twen- 
tieth day  of  August.  P.  L.  1864,  p.  539. 
Perth  ^7n6oi/— Between  April  15  and 
June  15.  P.  L,  1875,  p.  384  Montclair 
— "Assessments  shall  be  completed  by 
the  third  Monday  in  September."    P.  L. 
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shall  be  made  and  completed  is  fixed  by  the  provisions  of  the  city 
charters  and  the  acts  under  which  such  cities  are  incorporated.  Under 
the  acts  approved  March  17,  1882,  February  25,  1885,  and  March 
25,  1890,  the  common  council  or  other  governing  body  of  a  city  has 
authority  to  regulate  and  fix  the  time  for  the  commencement  and  com- 
pletion of  assessments. 

30.  Facts  to  be  Ascertained  in  Making  the  Assessments 
— Assessors  are  required  annually  to  make  out  an  exact  list  of  the 
persons,  lands,  chattels,  effects  and  estates,  including  certainties  made 
ratable  by  law  in  that  year,  by  which  all  assessments  during  the  said 
year  shall  be  regulated  and  made,  and  every  inhabitant  of  the  taxing 
district  shall,  on  application  of  the  assessor,  forthwith  render  a  full 
and  true  account  of  his  name  and  ratable  lands,  chattels  and  effects  as 
aforesaid,  which  the  assessor  shall  set  down  in  writing,  that  every  in- 
dividual may  be  duly  and  justly  assessed.^  The  essential  thing  to  be 
done  by  the  assessor  is  to  ascertain,  to  the  best  of  his  ability  and 
according  to  his  own  judgment,  the  names  of  the  persons  taxable  and 
the  actual  value  of  all  taxable  property ;  and  this  he  is  to  do  by  dili- 
gent irquiry,  by  the  oaths  and  affirmations  of  the  persons  to  be 
assessed,  or  by  other  persons  if  necessary,  and  by  personal  examina- 
tion of  the  property  to  be  valued. 2  "An  assessor  has  the  right  to 
revise  his  opinion  as  to  values,  deductions  and  other  matters  involved 
in  his  assessment  until  his  determination  as  to  the  amount  of  tax  to 
be  levied  against  the  individual  is  officially  entered  in  his  tax  book."^ 
In  case  any  inhabitant  cannot  be  found  by  the  assessor  after  diligent 
effort,  or  shall  refuse  to  swear  or  affirm  in  regard  to  all  the  particu- 
lars of  his  property  when  required  to  do  so  by  the  assessor,  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  said  assessor  to  estimate  the  property  at  the  highest 

1895,   p.   218.     Millv'dle — Between  June  — Between  the  first  day  of  May  and  the 

20   and  August  20.     P.  L.  1866,  p.  112.  twentieth  day  of  June.     P.  L.  1874,  p. 

Morristown — Between   the  twentieth  day  269.     Burlington — Between  the  twentieth 

of  May  and  the  nineteenth  day  of  August.  day  of  March  and  the  twentieth  day  of 

P.  L  1866,  p    432,  ^  8     Fhillipsburg—  May.     P.  L,  1851,  p.  158.     Long  Branch 

Between  the  first  Monday  in  May  and  the  — Immediately  after  the  first  Monday  in 

third   Monday   in   June.     P.  L.  1875,  p.  June  and  by  the  fifteenth  of  July.     Act 

586.     Rahway — Between    the    twentieth  of  April  17,  1884. 

day  of  April  and  the  twentieth  day  of  ^Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3282,  §  1. 

June.     P.  L    1865,  p.  499.     Salem— Be-  ^Sisiie,  Keller  ?;.  Tindall,  7  Vroom  97. 

tween  the  twentieth  day  of  May  and  the  ^  State,  Denson  v.  Silvers,  12  Vroom 

twentieth   day   of    September.     Supple-  505. 
ment  to  charter,  1868,  ^  2.     LambertvUle 
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value  at  which  he  has  reason  to  suppose  it  may  be  placed  ;  and  in 
case  the  person  assessed  shall  appeal  to  the  commissioners  of  appeal, 
they  shall  not  reduce  the  said  estimate  if  it  shall  appear  that  the  per- 
son appealing  had  refused  to  be  sworn  or  affirmed,  and  to  answer  all 
proper  questions  respecting  the  particulars  of  his  estate  and  of  bis 
debts,  or  had  absented  himself  for  the  purpose  of  evading  the  assessor; 
nor  unless  he  shall  satisfactorily  prove  by  his  own  oath  or  affirmation, 
or  otherwise,  what  was  the  true  value  of  all  his  taxable  property^ 
provided^  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  prevent 
the  said  commissioners  of  appeal  from  increasing  the  valuation  made 
by  the  assessor,  if  it  shall  satisfactorily  appear  the  same  ought  to  be 
increased.^ 

31.  Statements  May  be  Required  by  Assessors. — On 
application  of  the  assessor  every  inhabitant  shall  render  a  full  and 
true  account  of  his  name  and  ratable  lands,  chattels  and  effects,  which 
the  assessor  shall  set  down  in  writing. 2  (See  Form  No.  3.)  It  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  president,  secretary,  cashier  and  treasurer  of  every 
corporation  and  bank,  the  stock  or  property  of  which  is  liable  to 
taxation,  when  applied  to  by  the  assessor  entitled  to  assess  the  same, 
to  give  to  the  said  assessor  a  true  statement,  under  oath  or  affirmation, 
of  the  names  of  the  several  stockholders  who  owned  the  stock  of  a  bank 
on  the  day  prescribed  by  law  for  commencing  the  assessment,  and  of 
the  amount  of  capital  stock  and  accumulated  surplus,  and  of  all  other 
property  and  assets  of  such  bank  and  corporation,  and  the  said  assessor 
is  hereby  authorized  to  administer  such  oath  or  affirmation,  and  to  take 
such  other  means  as  may  be  in  his  power  to  ascertain  the  true  amount 
for  which  the  stockholders  or  the  corporation  shall  be  taxed.^  (See 
Form  Nos.  4,  5,  6,  7  and  8.)  In  cities  the  governing  bodies  of  such 
cities  may  regulate  and  fix  the  time  within  which  statements  of  the 
taxable  property  shall  be  made  and  delivered  to  the  taxing  authorities 
therein."* 

32.  Form  of  Oath  Administered  by  Assessors.— Tlie 
assessors  and  commissioners  of  appeal,  who  shall  examine  any  person 
respecting  the  taxable  property  of  such  person,  or  of  others,  shall  ad- 
minister an  oath  or  affirmation  of  the  following  or  like  tenor  and 
effect,  viz. :  "  I, ,  do  swear  (or  solemnly  affirm)  that 

^Gen.  Stat,  p.  3294,  ^  68  ;  P.  L.  1866,  p.  ^  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3297,  ^  77  ;  P.  L  1866^ 

1078.  p.  1078. 

2  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3283,  l\.  Act  approved  *  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3431,  §  682 ;  P.  L.  1890^ 

April  14,  1846.  p.  116. 

3dt 
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I  will  true  answer  make  to  all  such  questions  as  shall  be  put  to  me 
touching  the  taxable  property  of  myself  (or  of  A.  B.),  and  therein  I 
will  speak  the  truth,  the  whole  truth  and  nothing  but  the  truth."  If 
any  person  who  shall  be  required  to  swear  or  affirm,  or  testify  respect- 
ing his  or  her  taxable  property,  or  the  property  pf  any  person  or  cor- 
poration, shall,  when  requested  by  any  assessor  or  commissioner  of 
appeal,  refuse  to  be  sworn  or  affirmed  and  examined,  he  or  she  shall 
be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  liable  to  a  fine  not  exceeding 
two  hundred  dollars;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  assessor  to 
furnish  to  the  prosecutor  of  the  pleas  of  the  county  the  name  of  any 
person  refusing  to  be  sworn  or  affirmed,  and  the  names  of  the  wit- 
nesses, that  the  same  may  be  laid  before  the  grand  jury  of  the  county ; 
and  any  assessor  who  shall  refuse  to  take  evidence  when  offered 
respecting  the  amount  or  ownership  of  taxable  property  of  any  per- 
son or  corporation,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and 
liable  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  two  hundred  dollars,  but  the  oath  or 
affirmation  of  no  person  shall  be  conclusive  as  to  the  amount  or 
ownership  of  taxable  property,  but  the  assessors  and  commissioners  of 
appeal  shall  adjudge  the  same  as  may  appear  to  them  correct.^ 

33.  What  the  Duplicate  Should  Show.— Assessors  are  re- 
quired to  make  out  their  duplicates  so  as  to  show  in  accurate  and  dis- 
tinct columns  the  following  items :  The  names  of  all  persons  and  cor- 
porations assessed.  The  number  of  acres  and  lots  of  land  and 
appurtenances  assessed  to  each  person  or  corporation.  The  full  and 
actual  value  of  such  real  property.  The  full  and  actual  value  of  the 
personal  estate  assessed  to  each  one.  The  amount  of  mortgages  held 
by  each  person.  The  amount  of  debts  due  and  owing  to  each  person 
from  solvent  debtors,  whether  on  contract,  note  or  book  account,  in 
addition  to  debts  secured  by  mortgage  as  aforesaid.  The  net  value 
assessed  to  each  person.  The  rate  per  dollar  assessed.  The  amount 
assessed  to  each  person  for  State  tax.  The  amount  assessed  to  each 
person  for  county  tax.  The  amount  assessed  to  each  person  for  town- 
ship tax.  The  amount  of  tax  assessed  on  each  person  for  the  support 
of  the  poor.  The  amount  of  tax  on  each  person  for  the  support  of 
the  public  8chools.2  The  amount  of  tax  assessed  on  each  person  for 
the  maintenance  and  improvement  of  public  roads,  iiie  amount 
assessed  on  each  person  for  poll  tax.     The  amount  assessed  on  each 

1  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3297,  I  78 ;  P.  L.  1866,  ^  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3308, 1  135  ;  P.  L.  1882, 

p.  1078.  p.  135. 
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person  for  dog  tax.  Where  moneys  received  from  the  county  collector 
as  taxes  upon  railroad  and  canal  property,  or  any  part  thereof,  are 
converted  into  a  sinking  fund  for  the  payment  and  redemption  of  out- 
standing township  obligations,  the  interest  of  the  bonded  debt  shall  be 
assessed  as  interest  on  sinking  fund  debt.^  The  amount  of  all  other 
taxes  required  to  be  assessed  to  any  person,  each  separately.  And  the 
said  assessors  shall  also  add  to  their  duplicate,  by  way  of  appendix  or 
otherwise,  in  all  cases  where  real  estate  is  taxed  to  any  person  from 
whom  he  has  reason  to  suppose  it  may  be  difiScult  to  collect  the  tax 
by  warrant  against  his  goods  and  chattels,  a  designation  of  the  said 
real  estate  by  such  short  description  as  will  be  sufficient  to  ascertain 
the  location  and  extent  thereof. 2  In  many  cases  the  judgment  or 
determination  of  the  assessor  is  first  declared  on  the  duplicate  itself, 
which  thus  becomes  the  recognized  record  of  the  assessment ;  but  the 
theory  of  the  law,  and  the  better  practice,  is  for  the  assessor  to  enter 
his  judgment  or  determination  in  an  original  book  which  may  be 
called  "  the  assessor's  tax  book,"  to  be  retained  in  the  possession  of  the 
assessor,  and  to  deliver  to  the  collector  a  transcript  or  copy  of  such 
tax  book,  which  is  properly  called  the  duplicate.^  (See  Form  No.  1.) 
34.  Exempt  Properties  to  be  Listed  Separately.— Asses- 
sors are  required  to  keep  a  separate  list  and  description  of  all  real 
estate  and  buildings  exempt  from  taxation,  together  with  the  names  of 
the  person  or  persons  or  corporations  owning  the  same,  and  he  shall 
value  such  buildings,  property,  lots  and  tracts  of  land  at  their  true 
value  in  the  same  manner  as  other  real  estate,  and  in  each  case  he 
should  state  the  ground  of  exemption.*  He  shall  also  transmit  to  the 
State  Board  of  Taxation  at  Trenton,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
November  annually,  a  statement  under  oath  or  affirmation,  copied 
from  the  duplicate  or  assessment  books,  and  showing  the  following 
facts  :  (1)  The  total  amount  of  real  estate  taxable,  (2)  the  total  amount 
of  personal  property  taxable,  (3)  the  total  amount  of  deductions  for 
debts  claimed  and  allowed,  other  than  debts  secured  by  mortgage,  (4) 
the  total  amount  or  value  of  exempt  property,  specifying  particularly 

^  P.  L.  1885,  chap.  198,  ^  3.  quired  to  prepare  a  schedule  of  classes  of 

^  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3295,  ^  70 ;  P.  L.  1866,  p.  taxable  property  and  deductions  allowed 

1078.    The  act  of  1891  (Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3345  by  law.     Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3295,  §  69.     This, 

^  289  ;  P.  L.  1891,  p.  189)  provides  that  in  point  of  fact,  is  never  done. 

assessors  shall  assess  and  enter  in  a  sepa-  ^  State  v.  Silvers,  12  Vroom  506. 

rate  list  in  the  duplicate   all    exempt  *  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3345,  ^  289 ;  P.  L.  1891, 

property.    The  Secretary  of  State  is  re-  p.  189. 
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and  by  separate  items,  the  total  amount  or  value  of  public  school 
property  owned  by  the  taxing  district,  the  total  amount  or  value  of 
other  school  property,  church  property  and  property  used  for  charitable 
purposes,  cemetery  property,  and  the  total  amount  of  exemptions 
allowed  to  veterans,  firemen  and  members  of  militia.^ 

35.  Description. — The  act  of  1854  requires  assessors  to  assess 
all  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments  and  real  estate  in  the  name  of  the 
owner  or  owners  thereof,  and  to  designate  the  same  by  such  short 
description  as  will  be  sufficient  to  ascertain  the  location  and  extent 
thereof.2  But  a  mistake  in  the  name  of  the  owner  will  not  invali- 
date the  assessment,  provided  such  lands  be  properly  described  in  the 
duplicate.^  In  making  a  short  description,  the  assessor  may  use  abbre- 
viations, so  long  as  they  are  intelligible  and  leave  no  uncertainty  as 
to  the  property  upon  which  the  imposition  is  intended  to  be  placed. 
For  example,  '^Joseph  L.  Alden,  No.  16  Front  St.,  real  estate,  H., 
L.  and  stable ''  (meaning  house,  lot  and  stable),  is  sufficient.*  "  Farm 
assessed  on,  two  hundred  and  eighty-five  acres,  and  two  houses  and 
lots,"  is  defective,  as  the  location  cannot  be  ascertained  by  such 
designation.*  "  Estate  of  John  Malleson,  1  H.  and  1  L.,"  is  insuffi- 
cient, for  the  reason  that  such  description  does  not  identify  the  loca- 
tion and  extent  of  the  lot  of  land.®  In  cities,  towns  and  townships 
which  now  have  or  may  hereafter  have  block  maps,  real  estate  must 
be  described  by  lot  and  block  numbers,  as  shown  upon  the  assessment 
of  such  city,  town  or  township/  Collectors  may  make  amendments, 
alterations  and  corrections  in  the  description  of  any  land  or  real  estate 
as  shall  be  useful  to  better  ascertain  the  location  and  extent  thereof 
and  to  identify  the  same ;  provided^  that  such  corrections  be  made 
before  the  public  notice  is  given  of  the  sale  of  such  land  or  real  estate.® 
Under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1879,^  providing  for  the  sale  of 
land  for  unpaid  taxes,  the  collector  must  make  return  of  unpaid  taxes 
on  lands;  consequently,  the  assessor  should  be  careful  to  have  his 

^  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3349,  ?.  313 ;  P.  L.  1895,  ^  State  v.  Elizabeth,  10  Vroom  693. 

p.  261.  ^  Gen.  Stat ,  p.  3442,  ^  733 ;  P.  L.  1893,. 

»Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3350,  §  317 ;  P.  L.  1854,  p.  87  ;  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3450,  I  787 ;  P.  L. 

p.  429  ;  State  v  Union,  7  Vroom  310.  1894,  p.   481 ;  Gen    Stat ,  p.  3452,  §  798 ; 

3  Gen.   Stat.,  p.  3351,  {.  823 ;   State  v.  P.  L.  1895,  p.  154 ;  State  v.  Manning,  12. 

Matthews,  11  Vroom  269.  Vroom  275;   13  Vroom  163. 

*  State  V.  Newark,  7  Vroom  288 ;  Citi-  «  q^^  gt^t,,  p.  3346,  §  294 ;  P.  L.  1891^ 

zens'  Gaslight  Co.  v.  Alden,  15  Vroom  p.  189. 
652.  ^Gen.  Stat,  p.   3353;  P.  L.  1879,  p- 

'State  V.  Hardin,  5  Vroom  81,  82.  346. 
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duplicate  embrace  not  only  all  the  features  which  the  law  expressly 
prescribes,  but  should  also  show  especially  the  amount  of  tax  assessed 
against  real  estate,  in  order  to  enable  the  collector  to  make  a  proper 
return.^ 

36.  Valuation  List  to  be  Sworn  to  by  Assessors.— When 
any  money  shall  be  directed  to  be  assessed  for  State  or  county  pur- 
poses, it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  assessors  of  the  several  townships 
and  wards  in  the  county  to  meet  at  the  time  prescribed  by  law  in 
€very  year  at  the  place  of  holding  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  such 
county,  and  each  of  the  said  assessors  shall  produce  his  duplicate  of 
the  value  of  real  and  personal  estate  to  be  by  him  assessed,  with  the 
amount  of  each  column  and  the  total  of  all  the  columns  correctly 
added  together,  and  shall  also  produce  an  affidavit  by  him  subscribed 
and  taken  upon  his  oath  or  affirmation  before  some  person  authorized 
to  administer  oaths,  of  the  following  or  like  tenor  and  effect,  viz.,  "I, 

,  assessor  of ,  do  hereby  swear  (or  solemnly  affirm)  that 

I  have  diligently  inquired  respecting  the  nature  and  value  of  the  real 
and  personal  estate  liable  to  taxation  in  the  township  (or  ward) 
whereof  I  am  assessor,  and  have  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  and  with- 
out favor  or  partiality,  valued  all  the  said  property  liable  to  taxation 
in  said  township  (or  ward)  at  its  full  and  fair  value,  at  such  price  as 
in  my  judgment  said  property  would  sell  for  at  a  fair  and  bona  fide 
sale  by  private  contract  on  the  day  prescribed  by  law  for  commencing 
the  assessment,  and  have  deducted  from  such  value  only  such  balance 
of  debts  as  is  prescribed  by  law.^^2     (See  Form  No.  2.) 

37.  Tax  Rate— How  Ascertained. — The  tax  rate  is  ascer- 
tained by  dividing  the  amount  of  tax  to  be  raised  in  any  given  taxing 
district  by  the  amount  of  property  assessed  therein,  to  which  the 
statute  permits  an  addition  thereto  not  exceeding  ten  per  cent,  of  such 
sum  to  meet  contingencies.^ 

38.  Assessment  Maps. — In  townships  the  voters  are  empowered 
at  any  annual  township  election,  and  at  any  other  election  duly  held 
for  the  purpose  to  vote,  grant  or  raise  such  sum  of  money  as  may  be 
necessary  for  *  *  *  \\^q  preparation  and  completion  of  an  asses- 
sor's map  showing  the  real  estate  in  the  township  subject  to  taxation.* 

iQen.  Stat.,  p.  3355,  |  342 ;  P.  L.  1879,  ^  gg^   q^^    gtat,^  p.  3229,  §  62  ;  P.  L. 

p.  340.  1866,  p.  1070. 

'Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3296;   P.  L.  1866,  p.  *P.  L.  1899,  p.  383,  §  27. 
1078,  §  12. 
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In  boroughs  the  borough  council  are  empowered  to  cause  an  assessor's 
map  of  ihe  borough  to  be  made,  among  other  things  showing  the 
location  and  width  of  each  street,  road  or  avenue,  and  of  each  indi- 
vidual lot  of  land  or  premises,  and  cause  the  same  to  be  numbered  or 
otherwise  designated  thereon,  and  may  for  that  purpose  issue  certifi- 
cates of  indebtedness  for  the  cost  thereof,  redeemable  after  one  year 
and  payable  in  seven  years  from  date,  together  with  such  rate  of 
interest  not  exceeding  six  per  centum  per  annum,  as  may  be  advisable^ 
and  it  shall  be  a  sufficient  description  of  property  for  the  purposes  of 
taxation  to  refer  to  the  said  map  by  lot  and  block  number.  ^  In  all 
cities,  towns  and  townships  of  this  State  that  now  have  or  may  here- 
after have  block  maps,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  taxing  officer  or 
officers  in  all  cases,  in  making  their  assessments  for  taxes  upon  real 
estate,  to  describe  the  same  by  block  and  lot  numbers,  as  shown  upon 
the  assessment  maps  of  such  city,  town  or  township.  When  any 
change  occurs  in  the  ownership  of  property  in  any  such  city,  town  or 
township,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  new  owner  to  present  his  deed^ 
or  other  evidence  of  title,  to  the  officer,  officers  or  department  having 
charge  of  the  assessment  of  taxes  therein,  that  the  change  of  owner- 
ship may  be  properly  noted  on  the  books  and  maps  kept  by  the  said 
taxing  officer  or  officers.  No  register  of  deeds,  county  clerk  or  other 
officer,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  record  deeds,  shall  record  any  deed 
which  conveys  any  property  in  cities,  towns  or  townships  of  this  State,, 
that  now  have  or  may  hereafter  have  block  maps,  unless  it  shall  be 
duly  certified  thereon  that  the  same  has  been  presented  at  the  office  of 
the  officer,  officers  or  other  department  having  charge  of  the  assess- 
ment of  taxes,  for  the  purpose  of  recording  or  noting  such  changes  as 
may  have  been  made  thereby  in  the  property  lines  and  ownership  of 
the  property ;  provided^  that  such  officer,  officers  or  other  department 
having  charge  of  the  assessment  of  taxes  shall  have  filed  with  the 
register  of  deeds,  county  clerk  or  other  officer,  whose  duty  it  shall  be 
to  record  deeds,  a  notice  in  writing,  signed  by  such  officer  or  officers^ 
that  such  city,  town  or  township  has  adopted  block  maps  for  the  pur- 
poses of  taxation  ;  and  provided  further y  that  nothing  in  this  act  shall 
prevent  the  recording  of  such  deed  in  case  a  fee  of  twenty  cents  per 
folio  for  the  abstract  hereinafter  mentioned  is  paid  at  the  time  any 
such  deed  is  deposited  for  record  to  the  register  of  deeds,  county  clerk 
or  other  officer  whose  duty  it  is  to  record  the  same,  upon  which  pay- 

^P.  L.  1897,  p.  302,  \  36. 
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ment  haviDg  been  made,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  register  of  deeds, 
county  clerk,  or  other  officer,  within  five  days  thereafter,  to  present  an 
abstract  of  such  deed  to  the  officer,  officers  or  department  having 
in  charge  the  assessment  of  faxfs,  for  the  purpose  of  having  such 
changes  in  lines  of  ownership  as  may  be  made  thereby  recorded  or 
noted.  ^ 

39.  Land  and  Improvements  Valued  Separately  in 
Cities. — Rule  10,  adopted  by  the  State  Board  of  Taxation  March  8, 
1892,  requires  that  hereafter  in  all  assessments  of  real  estate  in  all 
cities  of  this  State  classified  as  first  and  second-class  cities,  which 
includes  Newark,  Jersey  City,  Paterson,  Trenton,  Camden,  New 
Brunswick,  Elizabeth,  Hoboken,  Bayonne,  Orange,  Passaic  and 
Bridgeton,  "  the  assessor  or  other  taxing  officer  whose  duty  it  is  by 
law  to  make  assessments,  shall  determine  the  true  value  of  each  lot 
and  tract  of  real  estate  in  such  city  without  the  buildings  and  im- 
provements, and  shall  note  the  same,  and  shall  determine  and  note 
separately  the  true  value  of  every  house  and  other  building  or  struc- 
ture worth  over  one  hundred  dollars,  and  the  whole  shall  be  added 
and  carried  out  as  the  value  of  such  lot  or  tract."2 

40.  Farm  Land  in  Certain  Cities  to  be  Rated  and 
Assessed  by  the  Acre. — All  farms  and  tracts  of  farm  land  con- 
taining five  acres  or  more  in  one  enclosure  within  the  limits  of  the 
incorporated  cities  of  this  State,  and  which,  since  the  incorporation  of 
the  said  cities,  have  been  and  still  are  used  for  farming  or  market- 
gardening  purposes,  and  not  otherwise,  and  which  have  not  been  laid 
out  in  city  lots  by  the  owner  or  owners  thereof,  and  on  which  the 
owner  or  owners  have  not  laid  out  or  graded  streets,  shall,  for  the 
purposes  of  taxation,  be  rated  and  assessed  at  their  true  value,  by  the 
acre,  and  not  otherwise ;  provided,  that  this  act  shall  not  apply  to  any 
incorporated  city  containing  between  ten  thousand  and  thirty  thousand 
inhabitants,  nor  to  any  city  containing  over  fifty  thousand  inhabitants, 
according  to  the  last  census.^  Where  lands  have  been  laid  out  and 
mapped  by  the  owner  into  city  lots,  it  is  not  erroneous  to  assess  them 
for  taxes  by  the  lot.* 

^  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3450,  U  787,  788,  789  ;  ^Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3392,  §  493  ;  P.  L.  1876, 

P.  L  1894,  p.  481 ;  Gen.  Stat ,  p.  3442,  §  p.  240. 

783 ;  P.  L.  1893,  p.  87  ;  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  "  State  v.  Taylor,  6  Vroom  184 ;  State 

3452,  §  798 ;  P.  L.  1895,  p.  154.  v.  Van  Horn,  10  Vroom  444 ;  11  Vroom 

2  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3344,  ^  288 ;  P.  L.  1891,  143. 
p.  189,  g  3. 
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41.  Taxes  in  Villages— How  and  by  Whom  Assessed. 
— Taxes  in  viliages  incorporated  under  the  act  of  February  23,  1891, 
are  assessed  by  the  assessor  of  the  township  wherein  such  village  is 
located,  in  the  same  manner  as  other  taxes  are  assessed.^  The  village 
trustees  are  required  to  certify  the  amount  of  taxes  to  be  raised,  to 
the  assessor  of  the  township  wherein  such  village  shall  be  located,  on 
or  before  the  twentieth  day  of  August  annually,  requiring  him  to 
assess  the  same  upon  the  real  and  personal  estate  within  such  village 
liable  to  taxation,  which  certificate  shall  be  signed  by  said  trustees  or 
the  president  thereof,  and  attested  by  the  clerk,  under  the  corporate 
seal  of  said  village,  and  shall  be  evidence  to  the  assessor  of  his 
authority  to  levy  the  taxes  authorized  by  law ;  'provided^  that  in  case 
said  village  lies  in  more  than  one  township,  the  amount  of  village 
taxes  shall  be  certified  to  the  assessors  of  the  townships  wherein  said 
village  lies,  and  be  assessed  by  them  proportionately  to  the  amount  of 
the  real  and  persDual  property  within  the  limits  of  said  village  in 
their  respective  townships. 2 

42.  Unoccupied  Lands— How  Assessed.— Lands  occupied 
by  a  person  other  than  the  owner  may  be  assessed  to  the  owner,  or  as 
the  lands  of  non-residents,  if  owned  by  such  ;^  unoccupied  lands  not 
owned  by  a  person  residing  in  the  taxing  district  shall  be  denominated 
lands  of  non-residents,  and  shall  be  assessed  as  such;  and  no  tax  on 
real  estate  shall  be  void  in  consequence  of  any  lands  being  errone- 
ously classed  or  omitted  from  classification  as  the  lands  of  non- resi- 
dents or  as  the  lands  of  unknown  owners,  nor  in  consequence  of  any 
omission  of,  or  mistake  in  the  name  of  the  rightful  owner,  in  the 
assessment  list  or  roll,  but  in  such  cases  no  such  tax  shall  be  collected 
except  from  the  real  estate  assessed.* 

43.  Lands  Under  Tidewater— How  Assessed.— Lands  be- 
low high-water  mark,  which  belong  to  the  State,  are  not  assessable 
for  taxes  unless  they  have   been  granted  or  leased  by  the  State.^ 

Uien.  Stat.,  \>.  3718,  \\  11, 't^;  P.  L,  tain  an  action  for  trespass  upon  it,  such 

1891,  p.  46,  I  41.  land  cannot  be  said  to  be  occupied  within 

2  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3729,  ^  77  ;  P.  L.  1891,  the  meaning  of  the  tax  law.     State  v. 

p.  33.  HofFman,  1  Vroom  347 ;   State  v.  Rem- 

'  The  term  "  unoccupied  land,"  as  used  brandt,  2  Vroom  219  ;  State  v.  Abbott,  13 

in  the  tax  law,  means  unimproved  or  un-  Vroom  113. 

tenanted  land,  or  land  having  no  visible  *Gen.  Stat,  p  3345, 1  290  ;  P.  L.  1891, 

occupant  or  possessor.     Unless  there  is  p  189. 

such  an  occupation  or  possession  of  land  ^  VVinants  v.   Jersey   City,   13  Vroom 

as  will  enable  the  tenant  or  possessor,  349;  Colket  t.  Rightmire,  17  Vroom  311. 
without  the  aid  of  a  paper  title,  to  main- 
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When  an  individual  owner  holds  lands  below  high- water  mark  by 
lease  or  grant  from  the  State,  such  lands  are  then  assessable  for  taxes 
to  the  said  owner,  as,  for  example,  where  a  license  is  given  to  owners 
of  land  lying  on  a  navigable  stream,  to  wharf  out  below  high- water 
mark.  So  far  as  the  grant  extends,  the  property  is  vested  in  the 
grantees,  and  is  liable  to  taxation.^ 

44.  Partnership  Property.  —Under  the  tax  law  of  1866,  prop- 
erty owned  in  partnership  is  liable  to  be  taxed  in  the  same  way  as 
other  property.  Whether  the  assessment  be  against  the  partners  indi- 
vidually or  against  the  firm  as  such,  the  whole  partnership  property 
is  to  be  assessed  at  its  full  value. 2  The  statute  has  made  no  provision 
for  the  taxation  of  the  property  of  partnerships.  It  is,  therefore,  the 
better  practice  for  the  assessors  to  make  the  assessment  against  the 
individual  members  of  the  firm  for  the  value  of  their  interest  in  the 
personal  property  of  the  firm.^  Partnership  associations  organized 
under  the  Pennsylvania  statute  of  June  2,  1874,  are  vested  with  all 
the  essential  characteristics  of  corporations,  and  may  be  taxed  as  cor- 
porations.* Personal  property  situate  in  Jersey  City  and  belonging 
to  a  firm  of  four,  three  of  whom  were  non-residents  of  the  State,  and 
the  fourth  resident  in  Elizabeth,  was  assessed  in  Elizabeth.  It  was 
held  "that  the  interests  of  the  non-resident  partners  were  clearly 
assessable  there,  and  as  the  resident  partner  has  failed  to  show  what 
his  interest  is,  the  court  can  make  no  reduction.^ 

45.  Assessment  of  Property  in  the  Hands  of  Trustee, 
Guardian,  &c. — Every  person  must  be  assessed  in  the  taxing  dis- 
trict where  he  resides  for  all  personal  estate  in  his  possession  or  under 
his  control  as  trustee,  guardian,  executor  or  administrator.*^     Every 

^  Bently  v.  Sippel,  1  Dutch.  530.  of  a  decedent   must  be   assessed   in  the 

'Forst  V.  Parker,  5  Vroom  71.  township  where  the  executor  resides,  if 

^Taylor  t;.  Love,  14  Vroom  142.  within  this  State,  not  in  the   township 

*  Tidewater  Pipe  Co.   v.  Assessors,  28  where  the  deceased  lived  at  the  time  of. 

Vroom  516;  30  Vroom  269.  his  death,  and  where  some  of  the  prop- 

^  Taylor  v.  Love,  14  Vroom  142.  erty  remains      Holcombe  v.  Holcombe,  2 

^Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3293,  |  67  ;  P  L.  1866,  Stew.  Eq.  597  ;  affirmed,  S.  C ,  12  C.  E. 

p.  1078.     A  tax  upon  personal  property  Gr.  473  ;  Dilts  v.  Taylor,  28  Vroom  369. 

in  possession  or  under  the  control  of  an  The  owner  of  an  undivided  half  interest 

executor,  should  be  assessed  against  the  in  personal  property,  in  possession  of  the 

l^erson  holding  the  office,  in  his  repre-  whole  of  it,  is  liable  to  be  taxed  on  the 

-sentative  character,  and  not  against  "the  whole  of  it,  and  he  is  not  released  from 

-estate  of  the   testatrix."     State,  Ely  v,  that  liability  by  the   payment  of   one- 

Holmdel  Township,  10  Vroom  79.     The  half    the    tax   upon   the   whole.     State, 

f)ersonal  property  of  the  unsettled  estate  Darcy  v.  Darcy,  22  Vroom  140. 
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person  shall  be  assessed  for  all  personal  estate,  including  shares  of 
banks  situate  in  this  State/  in  his  possession  or  under  his  control  as 
trustee,  guardian,  executor,  administrator  or  in  any  other  representa- 
tive or  fiduciary  capacity,  in  the  same  manner  as  other  persons  are 
assessed,  and  where  a  person  is  so  assessed  as  trustee,  guardian,  execu- 
tor, administrator  or  in  any  other  representative  or  fiduciary  capacity^ 
he  shall  be  sssessed  as  such  with  the  addition  to  his  name  of  his  rep- 
resentative character,  and  such  assessment  shall  be  carried  out  on  a 
separate  line  from  his  individual  assessment.2 

46.  Executions. — When  any  execution  shall  be  issued  against 
any  town,  township,  borough  or  other  municipal  corporation  of  this 
State,  by  any  court  authorized  to  issue  the  same,  upon  any  judgment 
against  such  town,  township,  borough  or  municipal  corporation^ 
whether  upon  a  judgment  recovered  before  the  passage  of  this  act  or 
subsequent  thereto,  and  there  shall  be  no  property  belonging  to  such 
town,  township,  borough  or  other  municipal  corporation  sufficient  to 
satisfy  the  same  whereon  to  levy,  then  the  officer  authorized  to  execute 
such  process  shall  serve  a  copy  of  the  same,  not  only  on  the  collector 
of  such  town,  township,  borough  or  other  municipal  corporation,  as 
is  now  required  by  law,  but  also  upon  the  assessor  thereof,  who  is  by 
law  required  to  assess  the  taxes  in  and  for  such  town,  township,, 
borough  or  municipal  corporation ;  and  upon  receipt  of  such  copy  of 
execution  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  assessor  to  assess  and  levy,  in 
addition  to  the  regular  taxes,  the  amount  due  upon  said  execution,, 
with  interest  to  the  time  when  the  same  shall  be  paid  to  the  officer 
serving  such  process,  upon  all  the  property  within  such  town,  town- 
ship, borough  or  other  municipal  corporation  ;  and  this  tax  shall  be 
assessed  and  collected  at  the  same  time  and  in  the  same  manner  and 
under  the  same  conditions,  restrictions  and  regulations  as  taxes  for 
other  purposes  are  required  to  be  assessed  and  collected  in  such  town, 
township,  borough  or  municipal  corporation,  and  when  collected  shall 
be  paid  over  to  the  officer  serving  the  said  process.^  In  executions 
against  school  districts,  the  proceedings  are  similar  to  the  above/ 

Under  the  revision  of  the  township  act  (1899),  the  township  com- 
mittee have  power  by  resolution  "  to  order  and  cause  to  be  raised 
money  for  the  payment  of  any  judgment  against  the  township,  or 

1  P.  L.  1900,  p.  295.  "  See  School  Revision  act  of  1900,  P.  L. 

•■' Gen.  Stat,  p.  3346,  ^  292  ;  P.  L.  1891,       1900,  p.  280,  ^^  263. 
p  189. 

3  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  1421,  §  34  ;    P.  L.  1878, 
p.  182. 
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of  any  portion  of  the  principal  of  or  interest  upon  any  township  bond 
that  shall  be  payable  before  the  next  annual  township  election,  for 
which  no  appropriation  shall  have  been  made  by  the  voters;  the 
township  clerk  shall  serve  on  the  township  assessor  a  copy  of  such 
resolution,  and  thereupon  it  shall  become  the  duty  of  the  township 
assessor  to  assess  or  levy  upon  all  the  ratable  or  taxable  property  in 
such  township,  and  of  the  township  collector  to  collect  the  sum  ordered 
to  be  raised  in  the  manner  and  at  the  same  time  as  other  township 
taxes  are  assessed  and  collected,  and  to  pay  the  same  to  the  township 
treasurer  out  of  the  first  moneys  that  shall  be  collected  by  said  col- 
lector over  and  above  the  moneys  necessary  to  pay  the  State  and  county 
taxes,  and  the  money  so  raised  shall  be  applied  only  to  the  purpose 
for  which  it  is  raised."^ 

47.  State  School  Tax. — For  the  purpose  of  maintaining  free 
public  schools  there  shall  be  appropriated  each  year  from  any  moneys 
in  the  State  treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  such  sum,  not  les& 
than  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  as  may  be  determined  by  the 
Legislature  in  the  annual  appropriation  act ;  which  sum  shall  be 
apportioned  among  and  paid  to  the  several  counties  in  the  proportion 
that  the  ratables  of  each  of  said  counties  shall  bear  to  the  total  ratables 
of  the  State  as  exhibited  by  the  latest  abstract  of  ratables  filed  in  the 
office  of  the  State  Comptroller.  In  addition  to  the  amount  so  deter- 
mined and  appropriated,  a  State  school  tax  shall  be  annully  assessed,, 
levied  and  collected  upon  the  taxable  real  and  personal  property  in 
the  State,  as  exhibited  by  the  latest  abstract  of  ratables  from  the 
several  counties  made  out  by  the  several  boards  of  assessors,  and  filed 
in  the  office  of  the  State  Comptroller.  Said  tax  shall  be  such  an 
amount  as  will  make,  when  added  to  the  amount  determined  and 
appropriated  as  aforesaid,  a  sum  equal  to  five  dollars  for  each  child  in 
this  State  between  the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen  years,  as  determined 
by  the  last  published  school  census,  which  tax  shall  be  assessed,  levied 
and  collected  at  the  same  time  and  in  the  same  manner  as  other  taxes- 
shall  be  assessed,  levied  and  collected.  The  State  Comptroller  shall 
apportion  said  tax  among  the  several  counties  in  proportion  to  the 
amount  of  taxable  real  and  personal  estate  of  said  counties,  respecti vely, 
as  shown  by  the  abstract  of  ratables  as  aforesaid,  and  he  shall  transmit 
to  the  State  Board  of  Education  and  to  the  county  collector  of  each 
county,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  February  in  eanh  year,  a  state- 

1  P.  L.  1899,  p.  384,  ?  28. 
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ment  of  the  amount  of  said  tax  apportioned  to  and  payable  by  said 
county,  and  said  county  collector  shall  lay  said  statement  before  the 
board  of  assessors  of  the  townships,  cities,  boroughs  and  wards  within 
his  county  at  their  next  annual  meeting,  and  said  board  of  assessors 
shall  thereupon  apportion  said  school  tax  as  other  taxes  are  appor- 
tioned, and  the  same  shall  be  assessed,  levied  and  collected  according 
to  law/  Ninety  per  centum  of  the  tax  paid  by  the  various  counties 
is  returned  to  them.  The  ten  per  centum  remaining  constitutes  the 
^'  reserve  fund,''  and  is  apportioned  among  the  several  counties  by 
the  State  Board  of  Education,  "equitably  and  justly,  according  to  its 
di8cretion."2  In  addition  to  the  above  tax  there  is  an  appropriation  of 
two  hundred  thousand  dollars  annually  from  the  income  of  the  State 
school  fund,  which  is  divided  among  the  counties  on  the  basis  of  the 
annual  school  census.^ 

48.  District  School  Tax. — In  municipalities  divided  into 
wards,  the  amount  of  any  special  school  tax  to  be  raised  is  determined 
by  the  governing  bodies  of  such  municipalities.  In  municipalities 
not  divided  into  wards,  the  amount  of  any  special  school  tax  to  be 
raised  is  determined  by  the  voters  of  such  municipality.  Whenever 
the  legal  voters  of  any  such  school  district  situate  in  a  township,  city, 
incorporated  town  or  borough  not  divided  into  wards  may,  at  any 
annual  or  special  meeting  of  said  legal  voters,  by  the  vote  of  a 
majority  of  those  present,  raise  by  special  district  tax  such  sum  or 
sums  as  a  majority  of  said  legal  voters  present  at  such  meeting  may 
agree  upon  for  any  or  all  of  the  following  purposes :  To  enable  the 
board  of  education  to  purchase  land  for  school  purposes ;  to  build, 
enlarge,  repair  or  furnish  a  school- house,  or  to  pay  a  debt  incurred 
therefor;  for  industrial  schools,  for  manual  training,  and  for  the 
•current  expenses  of  the  schools,  in  which  term  shall  be  included  prin- 
cipals', teachers',  janitors'  and  medical  inspectors'  salaries,  fuel,  text- 
books, school  supplies,  flags,  transportation  of  pupils,  tuition  of  pupils 
attending  schools  in  other  districts  with  the  consent  of  the  board  of 
education,  echool  libraries,  compensation  of  the  district  clerk,  of  the 
custodian  of  the  school  moneys  and  of  truant  ofiScers ;  truant  schools, 
insurance  and  the  incidental  expenses  of  the  schools.  In  case  any 
money  shall  be  ordered  to  be  raised  by  special  district  tax,  the  district 
clerk  shall  make  out  and  sign  a  certificate  thereof,  under  oath  or 

'  P.  L.  1900,  p.  252,  ^,  190.  ^  p_  l  1900,  p.  251,  U  183, 189. 

*P.  L.  1900,  p.  253,  'i  192. 
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affirmation  that  the  same  is  correct  and  true,  and  deliver  the  same  to 
the  assessor  of  the  taxing  district  in  which  such  school  district  shall 
be  situate,  and  shall  send  a  duplicate  of  said  certificate  to  the  county 
superintendent  of  schools.  Said  assessor  shall  assess  on  the  inhabitants 
of  the  school  district  and  their  estates,  and  the  taxable  property 
therein,  in  the  same  manner  as  other  taxes  shall  be  assessed.^ 

49.  General  and  Special  Laws  Relating  to  Dog  Tax. — 
The  general  law  for  the  preservation  of  sheep,  approved  April  1  ij, 
1846,  provides  that  '^  every  person  who  shall  keep  or  harbor  a  dog 
or  bitch  (above  the  age  of  six  months)  shall  be  taxed  yearly  and  every 
year,  for  one  dog  or  bitch  so  kept  or  harbored,  the  sum  of  fifty  cents, 
and  for  every  additional  dog  or  bitch  (above  the  age  of  six  months) 
the  sum  of  one  dollar,  which  tax  shall  be  assessed  and  collected  by 
the  assessor  and  collector  appointed  for  the  assessing  and  collecting  of 
the  State,  county  or  township  tax,  in  the  same  manner  and  at  the 
same  time  as  other  annual  taxes  raised  for  the  use  of  the  State,  county 
or  township  shall  be  hereafter  assessed  and  collected  ;  provided^  always^ 
that  the  inhabitants  of  the  respective  townships  shall  have  power,  at 
their  annual  town  meetings,  to  lay  any  additional  tax  on  dogs  not 
exceeding  five  dollars  on  each ;  and  the  same  fees  shall  be  allowed  for 
assessing  and  collecting  the  same  as  are  allowed  for  assessing  the  said 
State,  county  or  township  tax  ;  and  the  assessors  and  collectors  shall 
be  subject  to  the  same  fines  and  penalties  for  neglect  of  duty  as  are  or 
shall  be  authorized  by  law  for  neglect  of  duty  in  assessing  and  col- 
lecting taxes  for  the  use  of  the  State,  county  or  township.''2  A  spe- 
cial law  relating  to  dog  tax  extends  to  the  counties  of  Somerset^ 
Morris,  Monmouth,  Ocean,  Sussex  and  Essex,  except  the  city  of 
Newark,  and  to  a  large  number  of  townships  throughout  the  State. 
It  provides  "  that  the  township  committee  shall  ascertain  the  amount 
of  damage  done  by  any  dog  or  dogs,  bitch  or  bitches,  and  also  the 
number  of  dogs  and  bitches  in  the  township,  and  shall  have  power  to 
levy  such  amount  of  tax  on  each  and  every  harborer  of  dogs  as  shall 
be  sufficient  to  pay  the  whole  amount  of  damage  done  to  such  live 
stock,  together  with  the  expenses  of  assessing  and  collecting  the  same, 
and  whatever  the  amount  of  damage  is  found  to  be,  it  shall  be  appor- 
tioned on  the  number  of  dogs  and  bitches  so  ascertained  by  the  town- 
ship committee,  and  that  amount  shall  be  the  dog  tax  for  that  year."* 

1  P.  L.  1900,  p.  256,  ^  197.  ^q^^^  gtat ,  p.  44  ;  P.  L.  1852,  p.  384. 

» Gen.  Stat ,  p.  42,  g  46. 
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Under  the  provisions  of  an  act  of  1893/  and  the  supplement  of 
1896,2  the  common  council,  board  of  aldermen  or  township  committee 
of  any  city,  town,  borough  or  other  municipality,  is  empowered  to 
provide  by  resolution  for  the  registration  and  licensing  of  dogs.  A 
collection  of  special  acts  relating  to  the  taxation  of  dogs  in  townships, 
and  the  registration  and  licensing  of  the  same  in  other  municipalities, 
may  be  found  in  the  General  Statutes,  compilation  of  1896,  pages 
42-48. 

50.  Revision  of  Assessments  by  Governing  Bodies  of 
Municipalities. — In  townships  and  boroughs,  the  township  com- 
mittee and  borough  council  are  required  to  meet  for  the  purpose  of 
examining,  revising  and  correcting  the  duplicate  of  assessment,  on  the 
second  Tuesday  in  July,  and  must  complete  such  examination  and 
revision  before  the  third  Tuesday  in  July.^  In  cities  and  towns 
where  the  charters  or  special  acts  under  which  they  are  incorporated 
do  not  provide  otherwise,  the  governing  bodies  of  such  cities  and 
towns  are  required  to  hold  meeting  for  the  above  purpose  on  the  third 
Tuesday  in  August  of  each  year,  and  complete  the  examination,  <fec., 
on  or  before  the  last  Saturday  in  August  of  each  year.*  In  villages 
organized  under  the  act  approved  February  23, 1891,  village  assessors 
are  required  to  lay  the  duplicate  of  assessment  before  the  village  trus- 
tees on  or  before  the  third  Tuesday  of  August,  to  be  by  them  ex- 
amined, revised  and  corrected.  Assessors  are  required  by  law  to 
attend  the  meetings  of  their  respective  common  councils  and  township 
committees,  held  for  the  above  purpose.  Members  of  the  committees 
or  councils  have  power  to  issue  subpoenas  to  bring  before  them  per- 
sons and  papers  to  be  examined  in  relation  to  said  assessments.^  When 
the  duplicate  is  laid  before  the  committee  or  council,  it  should  be  com- 
plete so  far  as  the  valuation  of  property  is  concerned,  with  the 
columns  correctly  added.  This  will  enable  the  committee  or  council 
to  examine,  revise  and  correct  with  greater  facility.  The  duplicate 
of  assessment  for  the  preceding  year  will  be  found  useful  to  such  com- 
mittee or  council  in  this  work.  Whenever  a  correction  is  made  at 
such  meeting,  it  must  relate  to  the  day  in  each  year  when  by  law  the 
assessment  is  to  ba  commenced.     The  committee  has  no  power  to 

'  P.  L.  1893,  p.  328.  *  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3301,  U  93,  98  ;  P.  L. 

2  P.  L.  1896,  p.  234.  1867,  p.  934. 

3  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3321,  U  201-203 ;  P.  L  ^  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3301,  g  97  ;  P.  L.  1867, 
1895.  p.  45.                   '  p  934. 
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change  an  assessment  so  as  to  make  it  against  a  person  who  acquired 
title  to  the  property  after  the  day  appointed  for  ommencing  the 
assessment.^  The  Supreme  Court  has  held  that  the  township  com- 
mittee, under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  can  increase  the  valuation 
placed  by  the  assessor  upon  real  estate  without  notice  to  the  owner.2 

51.  Property  Omitted  by  Assessor— How  Assessed. — 
The  collector  of  any  taxing  district  may  at  any  time  before  the  meet- 
ing of  the  commissioners  of  appeal  in  cases  of  taxation,  enter  the 
name  of  any  person  with  a  proper  assessment  which  may  have  been 
omitted  or  overlooked  by  the  assessor,  giving  said  person  immediate 
notice  of  such  entry,  and  of  the  time  and  place  of  the  meeting  of  said 
commissioners  of  appeal.*  The  collector,  immediately  after  having 
received  his  duplicate  from  the  assessor,  shall  submit  the  same  to  the 
governing  body  of  the  municipality  whereof  he  is  the  collector,  and  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  governing  body  carefully  to  examine  the 
same,  and  if  they  have  reason  to  believe  that  any  individual  or  cor- 
poration has  been  assessed  at  too  low  a  rate,  or  omitted  to  have  been 
assessed  as  required  by  law,  they  shall  thereupon  authorize  and  re- 
qmiQ  the  collector  to  notify  the  said  individual  or  corporation  that 
complaint  will  be  made  to  the  commissioners  of  appeal  in  cases  of 
taxation,  and  the  said  collector  shall,  at  least  ten  days  before  the  time  of 
meeting  of  the  said  commissioners,  deliver  to  said  individual  or  leave 
at  his  dwelling-house  or  deliver  to  the  president,  cashier,  treasurer, 
clerk  or  secretary,  or  if  no  such  officer  can  be  found,  to  any  director 
of  the  corporation,  a  notice  in  writing  or  printing  of  the  following 

or  like   tenor,   viz. :    "  To :    You   are   hereby   notified  that 

complaint  will  be  made  to  the  commissioners  of  appeal  in  cases  of 

taxation  at ,  on next,  that  you  have  been  assessed  at 

too  low  a  rate  (or  omitted  to  be  assessed),  to  the  end  that  after  due 
examination  of  the  facts,  such  addition  may  be  made  to  your  taxes  as 
shall  be  right  and  proper  according  to  law,"  and  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  collector  to  attend  before  said  commissioners  and  to  present  the 
complaints,  and  to  subpoeaa  all  proper  and  necessary  witnesses  and 
pay  them  their  fees,  and  he  shall  receive  out  of  the  public  money  two 
dollars  for  every  day  he  shall  so  attend.*     Where  any  person  or  per- 

1  State  V.  Hardin,  5  Vroom  79.  *  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3299,  §  81 ;   P.  L.  1866, 

^  Vanderpool  v.  Bonnell,  20  Vroom  317.      p.  1078. 
3  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3290,  i  56 ;  P.  L.  1818, 
f).  230. 
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sons,  body  politic  or  corporate,  shall  be  asaesaei  at  too  low  a  rate  or 
be  omitted  in  the  assessment,  it  shall  be  lawful,  upon  complaint  made, 
for  the  commissioners  of  appeal  in  cases  of  taxation,  after  five  days^ 
notice  in  writing  to  the  party  interested  by  the  party  complaining, 
and  after  due  examination  of  the  facts  and  consideration  of  the  case, 
to  make  such  addition  to  the  assessment  as  shall  be  agreeable  to  the 
principles  of  justice.^ 

52.  Procedure  Where  the  Commissioners  of  Appeal 
Have  Met  and  Adjourned. — Where  the  assessor  or  assessors 
have  neglected  or  omitted  to  assess  property  in  any  municipality  of 
this  State,  or  may  have  assessed  property  at  too  low  a  valuation,  and 
the  commissioners  of  appeal  in  cases  of  taxation  have  met  and  ad- 
journed without  having  received  complaint  of  such  neglect,  valuation 
or  omission,  the  governing  body  of  any  municipality,  or  the  corpora- 
tion attorney,  may  file  a  complaint  with  the  commissioners  of  appeal, 
setting  forth  the  property  omitted  or  undervalued,  and  the  name  or 
names  of  the  owner  or  owners  of  such  property,  if  known,  and  re- 
questing such  commissioners  to  convene  and  take  such  action  as  is 
provided  by  law ;  the  complaint  must  be  filed  with  the  commissioners 
within  one  year  from  the  time  such  taxes  become,  or  should  become,  a 
lien.  Within  five  days  after  the  filing  of  the  complaint,  and  at  least 
eight  days  prior  to  the  time  appointed  by  the  commissioners  of  appeal 
for  the  consideration  of  the  matter  embraced  therein,  the  said  com- 
missioners shall  serve  notices  upon  the  owner  or  owners  of  the  prop- 
erty set  forth  in  the  complaint,  personally,  of  the  time  and  place  of 
said  meeting  ;  at  the  time  of  such  meeting  the  commissioners  of  appeal 
are  required  to  determine  at  what  figure  the  property  mentioned  in 
the  complaint  should  have  been  assessed,  or  differently  assessed,  and 
to  make  a  just  valuation  and  assessment  upon  such  property,  and  file 
the  same  with  the  tax  collector  of  such  municipality.  In  hearing 
and  determining  these  causes,  the  said  commissioners  shall  have  and 
exercise  all  the  powers  conferred  upon  commissioners  of  appeal  under 
the  general  statutes  of  New  Jersey.2  The  act  of  1900  provides  that 
where  the  commissioners  of  appeal  assess  omitted  property  as  above 
provided,  the  tax  so  assessed  shall  be  a  lien  upon  the  property  so 
assessed  for  the  period  for  which  taxes  in  such  municipality  are  made 
a  lien  by  the  laws  governing  it.^ 

'  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3290,  ?  57 ;  P.  L.  1848,  ^  p_  l  1900,  p.  294. 

p.  230. 

» Gen.  Stat., p.  3429,  g  674 ;  P.  L.  1890, 
p.  108. 
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53.  When  Vacancy  Exists  in  Office  of  Assessor,  How 
Property  is  to  be  Assessed. — Where  any  borough  or  other  ta^- 
iDg  uistriot  has  refused  or  ueglected  to  elect  or  appoint  an  assessor  to 
assess  and  levy,  or  a  collector  to  collect  the  State  school  tax  or  other 
tax  due  to  the  State,  the  assessor  and  collector  of  the  township  front 
which  the  borough  or  taxing  district  was  originally  carved  out  or  set 
off,  are  required  to  levy  and  collect  all  taxes  due  from  said  borough 
or  taxing  district.^  When  a  vacancy  exists  in  the  office  of  assessor  in 
any  city,  ward  or  township,  or  in  the  membership  of  any  board  whose 
duty  it  is  to  assess  and  levy  the  State,  State  school  and  county  taxes 
within  such  city,  ward  or  township  at  the  time  fixed  by  law  for  the  meet- 
ing of  the  county  board  of  assessors  of  the  county,  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
a  majority  of  the  assessors  of  the  county,  after  they  shall  have  ascer- 
tained the  proportion  of  the  tax  to  be  assessed  and  levied  on  the  ward 
or  township  of  the  non- attending  assessor,  to  appoint  a  committee  of 
not  less  than  three  of  the  attending  members  of  their  body  to  perform 
all  the  duties  which,  by  law,  the  assessor  of  any  city,  ward  or  town- 
ship is  or  may  be  required  to  perform. 2  And  the  taxes  levied  shall 
be  valid,  notwithstanding  they  may  be  assessed  or  levied  prior  or  sub- 
sequent to  the  time  fixed  by  existing  laws.^ 

54.  Property  Coming  Into  Taxing  District  After  Com- 
pletion of  Assessments— How  Assessed. — Whenever  auy 
person,  firm  or  corporation  shall,  subsequenily  to  the  time  fixed  by 
law  for  the  completion  of  the  annual  valuation  and  assessment  for 
local  taxes  in  any  taxing  district  in  this  State,  bring  or  send  into  such 
taxing  district  any  stock  of  goods  or  merchandise  to  be  sold  or  dip- 

1  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3316,  §§  178,  184;  P.  L.  three  freeholders,  resident  in  such  tax- 
1891,  p.  102.  log  district,  to   be  known    as  Comiuis- 

2  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3303,  ?.  141 ;  P.  L.  1884,  sioners  of  Taxation,  whose  duty  it  shall 
p  72.  be   to  assess  and   levy  the  taxes  speci- 

3Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3311,  §148;  P.  L  1895,  fied  in  the  act  Gen.  Stat,  pp.  3411, 
p.  139.  In  1884,  an  act  was  passed  em-  3414  ;  P.  L.  1884,  pp  84,  lb2 ;  P  L.  1894, 
powering  the  Governor,  upon  ten  days'  p.  67.  This  act  was  passed  to  meet  con- 
notice  to  the  officers  of  any  municipality  ditions  existing  in  Elizabeth,  but  it  was 
where  the  local  officers  authorized  by  law  subsequently  held  by  the  Court  of  Errors 
to  assess  and  levy  taxes  shall  not  be  and  Appeals  to  be  a  delegation  of  the 
in  existence  or  qualified  to  act,  or  where  power  of  taxation,  in  violation  of  the 
stich  officers  neglect  or  fail  to  com-  fundamental  principles  of  the  State  gov- 
mence  the  assessment,  or  neglect  or  ernment,  and  therefore  unconstitutional 
fail  to  levy  taxes  at  the  time  required  and  void.  Townshipof  Bernards  r.  Allen, 
by    law,    to    appoint    and    commission  32  Vroom  228. 
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posed  of  in  a  place  of  business  temporarily  occupied  for  their  sale, 
without  the  intention  of  engaging  in  permanent  trade  in  such  place, 
the  owner,  consignee  or  person  in  charge  of  the  said  goods  or  mer- 
chandise shall  immediately  notify  the  local  assessor  or  board  of 
assessors,  by  whatever  name  such  officer  or  board  shall  be  designated, 
and  thereupon  the  assessor  or  board  of  assessors,  as  the  case  may  be, 
shall  at  once  proceed  to  value  the  said  stock  of  goods  and  merchandise 
at  its  true  value,  and  upon  such  valuation  the  owner,  consignee  or 
person  in  charge  shall  pay  to  the  collector  of  taxes  of  the  township, 
town,  borough  or  city,  as  the  case  may  be,  a  tax  at  the  rate  assessed 
for  State,  county  and  local  purposes  in  the  taxing  district  in  the  year 
then  current,  and  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  sell  or  dispose  of  any  such 
goods  or  merchandise  as  aforesaid  in  such  taxing  district  until  the 
assessor  or  board  of  assessment  shall  have  been  so  notified  as  afore- 
said, and  the  tax  assessed  thereon  duly  paid  to  the  collector.^  Where 
persons  come  or  property  is  brought  into  any  city  from  any  foreign 
State  or  other  taxing  district  within  this  State,  after  the  third  Wednes- 
day in  July,  and  where  the  commissioners  of  appeal  are  satisfied  that 
such  persons  or  property  have  not  paid  the  assessment  in  any  other  State 
or  taxing  district,  the  said  commissioners  may  levy  such  assessment.^ 
Where  any  personal  property  may  come  into  the  hands  of  any 
executor,  administrator  or  trustee,  after  the  time  when  the  tax  against 
such  property  might  or  should  have  been  levied  and  assessed  by  the 
assessor  of  such  municipality,  and  before  such  tax  is  paid,  he  or  she 
shall  be  liable  for  said  tax,  which  shall  be  a  first  lien  on  the  assets  in 
his  or  their  hands,  and  payment  thereof  shall  be  made  from  such 
assets  to  the  collector.' 

'Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3418  ;  P.  L.  1885,  p.  61.  levied  on  account  thereof,  the  owner  of 

In   case  any  such   owner,  consignee   or  such  goods  or  merchandise  shall  forfeit 

person  in  charge  of  such  stock  of  goods  to  such  taxing  district  a  sum  equal   to 

and   merchandise   as   mentioned   in  the  twice   the   amount  of  tax   assessable   as 

foregoing  section  shall  fail  or  neglect  to  aforesaid  on  account  of  such  stock.     Gen. 

notify  the  proper  assessor  or  board  of  Stat.,  p.  3418,  §§  609,  610;  P.  L.  1885, 

assessment,  or   to  pay   the  said   tax   as  p.  61. 

herein  required,  or  shall  proceed  to  sell  ^  q^^  gt^t,,  p.  3431,  ^  683  ;  P.  L.  1890, 

or  dispose  of  such  stock,  or  any  portion  p.  116. 
thereof,  before  the  payment  of  the  tax  -^P.  L.  1900,  p.  108. 
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55.  Under  What  Conditions  Allowed.— After  making  the 
valuation  of  the  real  and  personal  estate  for  which  any  individual  (or 
corporatiov})  shall  be  assessed,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  assessor  or 
for  the  commissioners  of  appeal  in  cases  of  taxation  to  deduct  from 
such  valuation  any  debt  or  debts  bona  fide  due  and  owing  from  such 
individual  {or  corporation)  to  creditors  residing  within  this  State ; 
provided^  that,  before  such  deduction  shall  be  made,  the  person  claim- 
ing such  deduction  shall  make  and  sign  a  true  statement  in  writing, 
under  oath  or  affirmation,  that  the  sanae  is  just  and  true,  of  the 
several  debts  owing  by  such  individual  which  he  desires  to  have 
deducted,  to  whom  owing  and  where  the  creditor  resides,  and  also  a 
statement  of  the  total  amount  of  real  estate  and  personal  property 
of  such  individual,  including  debts  due  and  owing  to  such  indi- 
vidual from  solvent  debtors.  In  case  any  assessor  shall  make  any 
such  deduction  without  having  first  delivered  to  him  as  aforesaid  such 
statement  under  oath  or  affirmation,  the  assessor  shall  be  deemed 
guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  liable  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  two  hun- 
dred dollars.  Such  written  statements  and  oaths  and  affirmations 
must  be  delivered  to  the  clerk  of  the  township,  and  by  him  filed  and 
pre8erved.2  In  addition,  the  act  of  1878^  requires  the  statement 
to  show  that  no  part  of  such  indebtedness  was  incurred  for  the 
purpose  of  reducing  the  taxes  of  such  individual,  that  it  includes  not 
only  that  to  which  such  individual  holds  title  or  possession,  but  also 
that  to  which  any  other  person  or  persons  hold  the  title  or  possession 
for  such  individual,  whether  the  same  be  held  in  trust  or  not.  This 
statement  must  be  delivered  to  the  assessor  before  the  time  limited 
by  law  for  closing  the  assessment.*     The  act  of  1885*  requires,  both 

^  State  V.  Yard,  13  Vroom  357.  *Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3298,  I   80 ;  P.  L.  1866, 

2  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3298,  I  80 ;  P.  L.  1866,   p.  1078. 

t>  1078.  5  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3310 ;  P.  L.  1885,  p.  40. 

3  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3305;  P.  L.  1878,  p. 
213. 
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for  deductions  and  property  claimed  to  be  exempt  by  law,  that  the 
statement  shall  show  when  the  indebtedness  was  incurred,  and  shall 
give  a  detailed  list  of  the  securities  or  property  claimed  to  be  exempt 
from  taxation,  the  dates  at  which  such  securities  or  other  property 
were  purchased,  and  a  declaration  under  oath  that  such  indebtedness 
was  not  incurred,  nor  such  securities  or  property  purchased,  with 
intent  to  escape  taxation,  but  in  good  faith.  No  deduction  shall  be 
made  unless  the  statement  shall  be  furnished  at  the  time  and  in  the 
manner  directed  by  law  for  furnishing  statements  for  taxable  prop- 
erty and  schedules  of  indebtedness.  Any  person  making  a  false  re- 
turn shall  be  guilty  of  perjury.  The  statements  made  by  or  on  behalf 
of  a  corporation  shall  be  subscribed  by  the  president  or  principal 
officer  of  such  corporation.^ 

56.  Power  of  Assessor  to  Ascertain  Truth  of  State- 
ments.— The  assessor,  taxing  officer  or  other  taxing  authority,  to 
whom  such  statements  and  declarations  shall  be  made,  shall  have  power 
to  examine,  under  oath,  any  person  or  officer  of  any  corporation  as  to 
the  truth  of  the  matters  contained  in  the  statement  or  return  made  by 
such  person  or  officer,  and  shall  have  authority  to  compel  the  attend- 
ance of  such  person  or  persons,  and  other  witnesses,  and  the  produc- 
tion of  books  and  papers  at  such  time  and  place  as  they  may  designate, 
giving  notice  to  such  person  or  persons,  or  such  additional  witnesses, 
to  attend  at  a  time  and  place  in  said  notice  designated,  and  to  produce 
such  books  and  papers ;  which  notice  shall  be  served  at  least  two  days 
before  the  time  therein  designated  by  leaving  it  at  the  residence  of 
such  person  or  witness,  or  at  the  office  of  such  corporation ;  and 
such  assessor  or  taxing  officer,  or  any  member  of  any  taxing  board, 
is  hereby  authorized  to  administer  oaths  or  affirmations  to  all  persons 
examined  before  him  or  them,  as  aforesaid.  If  such  witness  shall 
refuse  or  neglect  to  appear  at  the  time  and  place  designated,  the 
examination  may  be  adjourned  and  application  made  to  the  Circuit 
Court  of  the  county  for  subpoena  to  compel  attendance.^  Any  asses- 
sor who  allows  a  deduction  for  debt  from  the  full  and  fair  valuation 
of  the  real  and  personal  estate  of  any  individual  or  corporation  with- 
out requiring  the  oath  or  affirmation,  is  criminally  negligent  and  liable 
to  indictment  as  for  a  misdemeanor.     The  act  of  1885  (above  quoted), 

1  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3310;  P.  L.  1885,  p  40. 
'  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3310,  If  145 ;  P.  L.  1885, 
p.  40. 
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requires  the  oath  or  affirmation  to  be  made  in  all  cases  in  which  de- 
ductions shall  be  claimed.^ 

57.  Deduction  of  Debts  in  Other  Taxing  Districts. — 
When  the  owner  of  personal  property  in  two  or  more  taxing  dis- 
tricts is  entitled  to  a  reduction  for  debts  in  excess  of  the  assessed 
value  of  his  personal  estate  in  the  taxing  district  where  he  resides,  he 
shall  be  entitled  to  have  such  further  deduction  as  is  or  may  be 
allowed  by  law,  made  from  the  assessed  value  of  his  personal  estate 
in  the  other  taxing  districts  wherein  he  may  own  personal  estate.^ 
"Where  the  debtor  claiming  the  deduction  resides  in  one  taxing  district 
and  the  creditor  in  another,  the  assessor  allowing  the  deduction  should 
notify  the  assessor  of  the   axins:  district  in  which  thfi  creditor  resides.^ 

58.  Deductions  for  Indebtedness  to  National  or  State 
3anks. — No  deduction  can  be  made  from  the  taxable  value  of  real 
estate  to  any  owner  thereof  on  account  of  indebtedness  to  any  national 
or  State  bank,  where  such  indebtedness  was  incurred  within  three 
months  prior  to  the  date  as  of  which  the  assessment  is  made,  under 
the  general  tax  law,  but  a  debt  which  has  been  renewed  or  continued 
in  whole  or  in  part  within  that  time  shall  not  be  considered  as  having 
been  incurred  within  said  three  months.*  This  act  does  not  impair 
the  right  to  have  debts  which  are  due  to  national  banks,  and  are 
secured  by  mortgage  on  real  estate,  deducted  from  the  assessed  value 
of  the  realty  for  the  purpose  of  taxation.^ 

59.  Penalty  for  Obtaining  Loan  for  Purpose  of  Evad- 
ing Taxation. — If  any  person  shall  make  a  transfer  of  any  prop- 
erty or  goods  or  chattels  liable  to  taxation  by  the  laws  of  this  State,  for 
the  purpose  of  thereby  evading  the  payment  of  any  taxes  that  may  be 
afterwards  assessed  thereon,  or  shall  obtain  a  loan  for  the  purpose  of 
thereby  claiming  a  deduction  in  any  tax  that  may  be  afterwards 
assessed  against  him  or  her,  with  the  intention  of  obtaining  a  retrans- 
fer  of  such  property  or  goods  or  chattels,  or  of  taking  up  said  loan 
when  such  purpose  shall  be  accomplished,  he  or  she  shall  be  guilty  of 
a  misdemeanor,  and  on  being  convicted  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine 

^  State  V.  Creveling,   11   Yroom  151;  ^  Rule  9,  State  Board  of  Taxation. 

■State  V.  Runyon,  12  Vroom  98;  State  v.  *P.  L.  1898,  p.  494. 

•Silvers,   12    Vroom    507;    Conover    v.  ^Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3455;   P.  L.  1895,  p. 

Honce,  17  Yroom  347  ;  Appleby  f.  East  731 ;  Meyer  v.  Campbell,  June  Term  Su- 

Brunswick,  15  Vroom  153.  preme  Court,  1898,  opinion  by  Dixon,  J. 

2  Gen.  Stat ,  p.  3345,  ^  291 ;  P.  L.  1891, 
4).  189. 
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not  exceeding  five  thousand  dollars,  or  by  imprisonment  not  exceed- 
ing one  year,  or  both,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court.^ 

60.  Non-Resident  Debtors. — There  is  no  provision  in  the 
statutes  by  which  a  non-resident  owner  of  real  and  personal  estate^ 
situate  in  this  State,  may  be  allowed  a  deduction  for  debts  due  and 
owing  by  him  to  creditors  residing  within  this  State.  The  right  to 
have  debts  deducted  is  extended  only  to  inhabitants  of  this  State. 
And  so  a  firm  owning  property  within  this  State,  whose  principal 
place  of  business  is  out  of  the  State,  although  one  of  its  partners  re- 
sides within  the  State  and  superintends  the  firm's  business  carried  on 
within  the  State,  have  not  the  right  to  a  deduction  for  debts.^  Only 
such  debts  as  are  due  to  creditors  residing  in  this  State  can  be  de- 
ducted. If  the  debtor  is  allowed  to  take  from  the  valuation  of  his 
property  the  amount  he  owes  another,  the  Legislature  intended  that 
the  creditor  should  pay  tax  for  the  amount  thus  deducted,  as  part  of 
his  taxable  property.  This  cannot  be  done  when  creditors  are  non- 
residents ;  hence  the  limitation  to  debts  due  to  creditors  residing^ 
within  the  State  and  taxable  here.  It  is  manifest  that  there  is  no 
purpose  to  release  the  debtor  unless  the  tax  can  be  collected  from  the 
creditor.     Taxation  is  the  rule  ;  exemption  is  the  exception.^ 

61.  Debts  to  State  Not  Deducted— Exceptions. — Where  a 
debt  is  due  and  owing  to  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  since  such  debt  can 
not  be  assessed  against  the  State,  it  cannot  be  lawfully  deducted  from  the 
valuation  of  the  debtor's  property,  except  where  such  debts  are  secured 
by  mortgages  to  the  school  or  sinking  fund*  or  mortgages  due  to  boards 
of  chosen  freeholders.^  Deductions  for  this  latter  class  of  debts  are  ex- 
pressly allowed  by  statute.  Moneys  for  which  the  State,  in  virtue  of 
its  sovereignty,  has  drawn  into  its  courts,  and  which  are  invested  in 
the  name  of  the  Chancellor,  are  not  taxable  against  the  State  or  the 
Chancellor.^  Money  in  court  is  money  in  possession  of  the  State  to 
which  the  State  holds  the  legal  title  itself.  It  is  plain,  therefore,  that 
as  mortgages  cannot  be  assessed  against  the  State,  or  against  any  of 
the  officers  of  the  courts  of  the  State,  no  deduction  can,  independent 

'  Gen  Stat,,  p.  1085, 1  292 ;  P.  L.  1876,  =Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3306, «[  121 ;  P.  L.  1881,. 

p.  56.  p.  46. 

'  State  V.  McChesney,  5  Vroom  63  ;  6  *"'  Trustees  of  Public  Schools  v.  Taylor^ 

Vroom  548.  3  Stew.  Eq.  623,  686  ;  State  v.  Silvers,  12. 

^  State  V.  Trenton,  11  Vroom  90.  Vroom  509. 

*Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3305,  •120;  P.  L.  1879, 
p.  228. 
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of  the  statute,  be  lawfully  allowed  to  the  debtor  therefor.  A  debtor 
owing  an  apportionable  annuity  is  entitled  to  a  deduction  for  the  same 
as  a  debt,  from  his  taxable  property,  only  to  the  extent  of  what  has 
accrued  on  the  day  fixed  for  assessment.^ 

62.  Decisions  in  General. — It  is  unlawful  and  illegal  for  the 
assessor  to  allow  any  deductions  for  debts,  except  for  mortgages,  unless 
the  person  or  corporation  claiming  such  deduction  complies  with  all 
the  requirements  of  the  statute.  These  provisions  of  law  are  not 
simply  directory ;  they  are  mandatory.  The  essential  thing  to  be 
done,  after  ascertaining  that  the  facts  justify  a  deduction  by  bringing 
such  claim  within  the  range  of  the  statute,  is  for  the  taxpayer  to  pre- 
sent such  facts  to  the  assessor,  under  oath  or  affirmation,  and  without 
such  affidavit  the  assessor  has  no  legal  right  to  allow  the  deduction.* 
This  statement  must  be  delivered  to  the  assessor  personally,  or  left  at 
his  office  or  dwelling  with  a  proper  person.  Nothing  but  unavoidable 
inability  to  effect  such  delivery  will  afford  an  excuse  and  empower  the 
commissioners  of  appeal  to  entertain  the  application  for  a  deduction.** 
The  affidavit  should  be  made  out  and  delivered  to  the  assessor  by  the 
taxpayer  before  the  time  limited  by  law  for  closing  the  assessment 
roll.     This  the  assessor  is  not  bound  to  do  for  him.^ 

63.  Mortgages. — No  mortgage  on  real  or  personal  property,  or 
both,  whether  given  by  individuals  or  corporations,  or  debt  secured  by 
such  mortgage,  shall  be  assessed  for  taxation  unless  a  deduction  therefor 
shall  have  been  claimed  by  the  owner  of  such  mortgaged  property 
and  allowed  by  the  assessor.^  Such  mortgage  or  debts  secured 
thereby  as  shall  be  subject  to  taxation  shall  be  assessed  for  taxation 
by  the  assessor  making  the  deduction  on  account  thereof,  and  the  tax 
thereon  shall  be  collected  by  the  collector  of  taxes  in  and  for  the  town- 
ship or  city  wherein  the  lands  in  the  mortgage  described  are  situate.^ 
The  leading  case  in  which  this  act  is  construed  by  the  courts  is  VaiFs 
Ex'rs  V.  Runyon,  12  Vroom  98.^  The  deduction  may  be  allowed  by 
the  assessor  without  being  claimed  by  the  owner  of  the  lands  under 
cath,  but  the  assessor  may  require  an  affidavit  to  satisfy  himself.^    By 

1  Rogers  v.  Pettit,  10  Yroom  654.  ^  q^^  g^at.,  p.  3319,  ?  198  ;   P.  L.  1893, 

2  Pershine    v.    Grey,    5    Dutch.    380 ;       p.  494. 

Mount  V.  Parker,  3  Vroom  341  ;  Perkins  ^Qgn  gt^t.,  p.  3304,  ^  113  ;   P.  L.  1876, 

V.  Bishop,  5  lb.  45  ;  Tatum  v   McChes-  p.  160, 

ney,  5  lb.  63  ;  6  lb.  548.  '  See  also  State  v.  Jones,  1 1  Vroom  105. 

^  Bobbins  v.  Horner,  9  Vroom  212.  *  Vail's  Ex'rs  v.  Runyon,  12  Vroom  98^ 

*  State  V.  Johnson,  1  Vroom  452.  Rosell  v  Buck,  33  Vroom  575. 
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an  act  approved  March  17,  1876,  which  is  known  as  the  "Five 
County  Act,"  it  is  made  lawful  for  the  owners  of  lands  situated  in 
the  counties  of  Hudson,  Essex,  Union,  Bergen  and  Passaic,  and  in 
the  cities  of  Trenton,  New  Brunswick  and  Camden,  to  agree  for 
themselves  and  their  heirs  and  assigns  with  the  holders  of  any  mort- 
gage now  in  existence  or  hereafter  to  be  made,  which  binds  or  may  * 
bind  lands  in  said  counties  or  cities,  not  to  apply  for  any  deduction, 
by  reason  of  any  mortgage,  from  the  taxable  value  of  such  lands 
embraced  in  pnr»h  raort^agrp.^ 

64.  By  Whom  and  Where  Deductions  for  Mortgage 
Indebtedness  Can  be  Allowed.— No  claim  for  deduction  may 
be  allowed  by  any  other  than  the  assessor  of  the  place  wherein  the 
mortgaged  lands  are  situate.  When  such  claim  is  made  and  allowed, 
the  assessor  is  to  assess  the  mortgage  debt  to  the  mortgagee,  and  the 
tax  so  levied  is  to  be  collected  by  the  collector  of  taxes  in  and  for  the 
same  municipality.^  No  deduction  can  be  allowed  when  the  mort- 
gagee is  not  a  resident  of  New  Jersey.^  In  the  case  of  State,  Darcy 
V.  Darcy,  reported  in  22  Vroom  140,  it  was  held  that  a  mortgage 
held  by  a  resident  of  New  Jersey,  although  made  upon  lands  situate 
in  another  State,  where  a  tax  upon  such  lands  had  been  levied  and 
assessed  and  the  tax  paid  within  the  preceding  twelve  months,  was 
taxable  in  New  Jersey.  In  the  case  of  Engle  v.  Lantz,  24  Vroom 
578,  it  was  held  that  a  mortgage  upon  lands  exempt  from  taxation  is 
taxable,  but  it  must  be  assessed  to  the  mortgagee  at  the  place  of  his 
domicile.  The  converse  of  this  was  decided  in  Davison  v.  Silvers, 
reported  in  12  Vroom  505,  where  it  was  held  that  a  landowner  could 
not  have  deducted  from  the  value  of  his  land  for  taxing  purposes  a 
mortgage  whioh  is  exempt  from  taxation. 

65.  Mortgages  Held  by  Administrators  to  Secure 
Dower  Rights.  — When  and  bow  mortgages  made  to  persons 
having  no  beneficial  interest  in  them,  to  secure  a  fund,  the  interest  of 
which  is  payable  to  a  widow  or  other  person  for  life,  and  which,  at 
the  death  of  the  person  having  a  life  interest,  is  to  be  otherwise  dis- 
posed of,  are  to  be  assessed  for  taxation,  has  been  the  subject  of  much 
judicial  consideration  and  determination  by  the  courts  in  New  Jersey. 

Kien.Stat.,  p.  2109,  ^  37  ;  P.  L.  1876,  ^gj^te,  King  v.  Manning,  11   Vroom 

V-  159  461  ;    State,  Crispin  v.  Van  Syckle,  20 

^Cunimings  v.  Jones,  11  Vroom  105;  Vroom  366. 
Xing  V.  Manning,  11  Vroom  461. 
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Prior  to  recent  legislation,  it  was  settled  in  the  Supreme  Court  that 
tae  person  having  the  mere  right  to  the  annual  interest  accruing 
during  life  could  not  be  assessed  or  taxed  for  the  fund,  but  only  for 
accrued  and  unpaid  interest.  The  result  of  a  review  of  the  decisions 
is  that  the  following  propositions  may  be  deemed  established  :  1.  The 
widow  or  person  entitled  to  interest  for  life  of  a  fund  so  invested  may 
not  be  assessed  for  the  fund,  for  she  has  no  estate  or  property  in  it 
except  as  to  accrued  interest  on  which  she  can  be  taxed.  2.  The 
mortgagees  holding  the  security  for  such  a  fund,  if  within  the  provi- 
sions of  the  tax  laws,  may  be  assessed  for  the  fund.  3.  The  assess- 
ment to  them  is  of  the  whole  fund,  and  not  of  its  mere  present  value, 
for  it  is  the  life  tenant's  duty  to  keep  down  the  taxes  of  the  fund  of 
which  she  has  the  present  enjoyment.  Such  funds  usually  arise  out 
of  the  sale  of  lands  in  which  the  person  who  is  to  receive  interest  for 
life  has  dower.  If  dower  were  assigned  to  her,  she  would  be  bound 
to  keep  down  taxes.  It  is  just  that  a  similar  obligation  should  bind 
her  with  reference  to  the  fund  into  which  her  dower  is  transmitted. 
Held)  that  if  the  mortgagor  claimed  deduction,  the  mortgage  was 
taxable  to  the  administrator,  who,  upon  payment  of  the  tax,  could 
deduct  the  same  from  the  interest  payable  to  the  widow.^ 

^  Dilts  V.  Taylor,  28  Vroom  369. 
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66.  Proceedings  for  Apportionment.— Upon  application  in 
writing  by  any  person  interested  to  apportion  any  taxee,  assessments 
or  water  rents,  which  have  been  or  shall  be  laid  upon  any  plot  or 
parcel  of  land  in  any  city,  borough,  town  or  township,  amongst  any 
subdivisions  of  such  plot  or  parcel,  accompanied  by  a  map  showing 
he  subdivisions  desired,  the  officer  or  body  to  which  such  application 
shall  be  made  as  herein  provided  shall  have  power  to  make  a  just 
apportionment  of  such  taxes,  assessments  and  water  rents  upon  and 
among  such  subdivisions,  or  such  other  subdivisions  as  it  may  deem 
just  and  proper,  and  also  to  apportion,  in  manner  aforesaid,  any  taxes, 
assessments  and  water  rents,  for  non-payment  of  which  any  plot  or 
parcel  of  land  has  been,  or  shall  be,  sold  under  the  laws  relating  to 
such  sale,  with  expenses  of  sale,  in  cases  where  such  land  has  been,  or 
shall  be,  bought  by  the  treasurer  or  other  officer  of  such  city,  bor- 
ough, town  or  township  for  the  use  and  benefit  thereof,  or  by  such 
city,  borough,  town  or  township.^ 

67.  Map  and  Report  Filed.— Upon  the  approval  of  such  ap- 
portionment by  the  mayor,  or  passage  over  his  veto,  if  application 
was  made  to  the  body  hereinafter  mentioned,  where  such  lands  lie  in 
a  city  or  borough,  the  city  or  borough  clerk  shall  file  the  map  and 
report  of  the  officer,  board  or  council,  showing  such  apportionment^ 
and  upon  the  adoption  of  such  apportionment  by  the  council  or  other 
governing  municipal  authority  of  any  town,  or  by  the  township  com- 
mittee of  any  township,  the  clerk  of  such  town  or  township  shall  file 
the  map  and  report  showing  such  apportionment,  and  upon  such  filing 
the  said  taxes,  assessments  or  water  rents,  as  so  apportioned,  shall  be 
and  remain  a  lien  upon  such  subdivisions,  in  the  same  manner  as  if 
such  taxes,  assessments  or  water  rents  had  been  originally  laid  or 
assessed  upon  such  subdivisions  in  the  separate  amounts  so  appor- 

^P.  L.  19C0,  p.   63,  amending  act  of 
April  26,  1876. 
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tioned,  and  upon  payment  to  the  proper  ofiBcer  of  the  amount  so 
apportioned  to  any  subdivision,  with  interest  and  penalties  added  at 
the  same  rates  as  were  chargeable  on  the  original  taxes,  assessments  or 
water  rents,  respectively,  and  in  case  of  sale,  with  the  proportion  of 
expenses  of  sale  added,  such  subdivision  shall  be  discharged  from  all 
lien  or  liability  under  such  taxes,  assessments  and  water  rents,  and 
from  the  effect  of  such  sale  therefor.^ 

68.  Power  to  Apportion— In  Whom  Vested. — Such  pow- 
ers to  apportion  shall  be  vested  in,  and  such  application  made  to,  the 
mayor  and  common  council,  or  board  of  aldermen,  or  other  chief 
municipal  authority  of  the  several  cities,  boroughs  and  towns,  and 
the  township  committee  of  the  several  townships ;  provided^  however, 
that  whenever  there  is,  or  shall  be,  in  any  city,  borough  or  town  a 
board  of  finance  or  body  possessing  the  general  power  now  exercised 
by  such  boards,  the  power  of  apportionment  as  aforesaid  shall  be 
vested  in,  and  such  application  made  to,  that  board ;  and  provided 
further,  that  whenever  there  is,  or  shall  be,  in  any  city  an  officer 
called  a  comptroller,  the  power  aforesaid  shall  be  vested  in,  and  such 
application  made  to,  that  officer ;  and  provided  further,  that  when- 
ever there  is,  or  shall  be,  in  any  city,  borough  or  town,  tax  commis- 
sioners, the  power  aforesaid  shall  only  be  vested  in,  and  such  applica- 
tion made  to,  said  tax  commissioners. 2 

69.  Proceedings  When  Owners  of  Land  Affected  Da 
Not  Join  in  Application. — When  any  of  the  owners  of  the 
lands  to  be  affected  by  such  apportionment  shall  not  join  in  such 
application,  then  such  comptroller,  board,  council  or  township  com- 
mittee shall  direct  notice  to  be  given  to  such  owner,  if  resident  in  such 
city,  borough,  town  or  township,  either  personally  or  by  leaving  the 
same  at  his  place  of  abode,  and  if  not  resident  in  such  city,  borough,, 
town  or  township,  by  advertisement  for  ten  days  in  a  newspaper  pub- 
lished and  circulating  in  such  city,  borough,  town  or  township,  and 
if  none  is  so  published,  then  in  the  nearest  newspaper  published  in 
the  county,  of  the  time  and  place  where  and  when  a  hearing  will  be 
had  upon  such  application  before  such  comptroller,  board,  council  or 
township  committee,  or  a  committee  thereof,  which  notice,  upon  proof 
of  service  or  publication  thereof,  shall  be  deemed  sufficient,  and  said 
comptroller,  board,  council  or  township  committee  may  thereupon, 
make  such  apportionment.^ 

'  P.  L.  1900,  p.  63,  §  2.  3  p  L^  1900,  p.  63,  |  4. 

2P.L.  1900,  p.  63,  2  3. 
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70.  Private  Corporations— How  Assessed— Exceptions. 
— All  private  corporations  of  this  State,  except  banking  institutions, 
and  except  those  which  by  virtue  of  any  contract  in  their  charters  or 
other  contracts  with  this  State  are  expressly  exempted  from  taxation, 
and  except  mutual  life  insurance  companies  specially  taxed,  shall  be 
and  are  hereby  required  to  be  respectively  assessed  and  taxed  at  the 
full  amount  of  their  capital  stock  paid  in  and  accumulated  surplus, 
but  any  real  estate  which  such  corporations  may  lawfully  own  in  any 
other  State  than  this  State  shall  not  be  liable  to  be  estimated  in  such 
accumulated  surplus,  and  the  person  holding  the  capital  stock  of  such 
corporations  shall  not  be  assessed  therefor  ;  and  such  corporations  as 
have  no  capital  stock,  other  than  those  above  excepted,  shall  be  assessed 
for  the  full  amount  of  their  property  and  valuable  assets,  without  any 
<ieduction  for  debts  and  liabilities  ;  but  depositors  in  savings  banks, 
taxed  by  virtue  of  this  section,  shall  be  exempted  from  taxation  on 
their  personal  estate  to  the  amount  of  their  deposits.^  All  real  and 
personal  property  of  every  corporation  shall  be  taxed  the  same  as  the 
real  and  personal  property  of  an  individual ;  provided,  that  this  shall 
not  apply  to  railway,  insurance,  canal  or  banking  corporations,  or  to 
savings  banks,  cemeteries,  church  property  or  purely  charitable  or 
educational  associations. 2  By  the  last-cited  act  the  method  of  assess- 
ing corporations  is  greatly  simplified.  The  rule  governing  assessments 
against  corporations  is  the  same  as  that  in  regard  to  individuals.  Keal 
estate  must  be  assessed  where  it  is  found,^  and  where  real  estate  of  a 
corporation  is  situate  partly  in  one  township  and  partly  in  another, 
and  is  occupied  by  the  corporation,  it  is  subject  to  taxation  in  the 
township  where  the  principal  office  is/     Visible  personal  estate,  such 

1  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3296,  §  75  ;  P.  L.  1866,  *  Warren  Mfg.  Co.  v.  Warford,  8  Vroom 
p.  ]  078  ;  State  v  Amerman,  8  Vroom  408.       397  ;  Same  v.  Dalrymple,  27  Vroom  449 ; 

^  Gen  Stat.,  p  935,  §  133 ;  p.  937,  ^41 ;       Stewart  v.  Flemmerfelt,  24  Vroom  540. 
p.  943,  ^  176 ;  P.  L.  1896,  p.  277,  'i  110. 

2  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3293,  ^  66  ;   P.  L.  1886, 
p. 1078. 
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as  tools,  machinery  not  affixed  to  any  building,  raw  materials  for 
manufacture,  etc.,  must  be  assessed  where  the  same  is  found. ^  The 
personal  estate  of  every  incorporated  company  liable  to  taxation  must 
be  assessed  in  the  taxing  district  where  the  principal  office  shall  be, 
or  if  such  company  have  no  principal  office  or  place  of  transacting  its 
financial  concerns,  then  in  the  township  or  ward  where  the  operations 
of  such  company  are  carried  on,  and  where  the  tolls  of  any  bridge, 
turnpike,  railroad  or  canal  company  are  collected  in  the  several  town- 
ships or  wards,  the  personal  estate  of  such  company  shall  be  assessed 
in  the  township  or  ward  in  which  the  treasurer  or  other  officer  autli- 
orized  to  discharge  the  general  pecuniary  obligations  of  said  company 
resides.^  From  the  valuation  of  the  corporation's  property  there 
should  be  deducted  all  debts  due  and  owing  to  creditors  residing 
within  the  State,  provided  the  proper  affidavit  be  filed  with  the  asses- 
sor, as  is  required  in  the  case  of  making  deductions  for  individuals.^ 
It  is  not  lawful  to  assess  for  taxes  the  holder  of  shares  of  capital 
stock  of  a  corporation,  inasmuch  as  the  rule  above  stated  provides  for 
assessments  against  the  corporation  itself.* 

71.  Foreign  Corporations.— All  corporations  regularly  doing 
business  in  this  State,  but  not  being  corporations  of  this  State  (except 
fire,  life,  accident,  marine  and  live  stock  insurance  companies,  which 
pay  a  tax  directly  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  under  Gen.  Stat.,  p. 
1744,  §  3),  and  the  agents  of  such  corporations  so  doing  business  in 
this  State,  shall  be  assessed  for  the  real  and  visible  personal  property 
owned  by  them  in  New  Jersey,  and  such  assessment  shall  be  made  in 
the  township  or  ward  where  such  property  is  located.® 

72.  Franchise  Tax  on  Corporations  for  Local  Purposes. 
— Under  the  provisions  of  the  Iraiicliise  tax  act,  approved  March  23, 
1900,^  the  local  assessors  must  annually  ascertain  the  valuation  of  the 
real  and  personal  property  and  franchises  of  all  persons,  copartner- 
ships, associations  or  corporations,  other  than  railroad  and  canal  cor- 
porations and  municipal  corporations,  which  have  acquired  authority 
or  permission  to  use  and  occupy  the  public  streets,  highways,  roads, 

iQen.  Stat.,  p.  3344,  §  291 ;  P.  L.  1891,  *  Jersey  City  Gas  Light  Co.  v.  Jersey 

p  189  ;  Warren  Mfg.  Co.  v.  Dalrymple,  City,  17  Vroom  194. 

27  Vi;oom  449.  ^  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3298,  ^  79  ;  P.  L.  1891, 

2  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3294,  ^  67  ;    P.  L.  1866,  p.  189,  §  6  ;  Pipe  Line  Co    v.  Berry,  23 
p.  1078.  Vroom  308. 

3  State  V.  Yard,  13  Vroom  357.  ^  p  l  1900,  p.  502. 
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lanes  or  public  places,  and  must  make  a  return  to  the  State  Board  of 
Assessors,  certified  in  writing,  on  or  before  the  third  Tuesday  of  Sep- 
tember, of  the  valuation  of  all  property  assessed  within  this  act,  to- 
gether with  the  names  of  the  owners  and  those  operating  the  said 
companies.  Generally  speaking,  these  corporations  are  water  and 
sewer  companies,  cable,  electric  and  horse  railroad  companies,  tele- 
graph and  telephone  companies,  oil  and  pipe  line  companies,  gas  and 
electric  light  companies,  because  their  business  requires  the  use  of  the 
public  streets  and  highways.  Other  persons  and  companies  are  not 
affected.  All  such  corporations  must  make  return  to  the  State  Board 
of  Assessors,  on  or  before  the  first  Tuesday  in  May,  a  statement  show- 
ing the  gross  receipts  of  their  business  done  during  the  preceding 
year.  An  annual  tax  of  two  per  centum  is  imposed  upon  these  gross 
receipts,  which  is  in  lieu  of  the  taxes  now  paid  to  the  State  for  State 
purposes  as  a  franchise  or  license  fee,  but  it  is  in  addition  to  the  local 
tax  now  paid  by  these  companies  on  their  property  in  the  taxing  dis- 
trict where  located.  The  tax  is  apportioned  to  the  various  taxing 
districts  in  proportion  to  the  value  of  the  property  located  in  or  upon 
the  public  streets  and  highways,  as  shown  by  the  statements  filed  by 
the  local  assessors  with  the  State  Board  of  Assessors,  and  the  amount 
of  tax  apportioned  to  each  taxing  district  is  certified  to  the  assessor  on 
or  before  the  third  Tuesday  of  October  in  each  year.  The  assessor  is 
then  required  to  deliver,  or  cause  to  be  delivered,  to  such  companies 
taxable  under  this  act  and  to  the  collector  of  taxes  of  such  taxing  dis- 
trict, within  five  days  after  being  so  notified  of  such  franchise  tax,  a 
statement  in  writing  showing  the  amount  of  franchise  tax  so  ascer- 
tained, which  becomes  due  at  the  time  and  place  when  and  where 
other  taxes  become  due  and  payable,  and  are  to  be  collected  in  the 
same  manner  as  other  taxes  are  collected.^ 

73.  Franchise  Tax  on  Corporations  for  State  Purposes. 
— The  State  franchise  or  license  tax,  designed  to  produce  revenue  for 
the  State,  is  computed  on  the  basis  of  the  capital  stock  of  certain  cor- 
porations, issued  and  outstanding.  This  does  not  include  those  corpo- 
rations that  pay  a  franchise  tax  for  local  privileges  under  the  act  of 
1900.  The  State  Board  of  Assessors  is  required  to  report  to  the 
Comptroller  of  the  State,  on  or  before  the  first  Monday  in  June  of 
each  year,  a  statement  of  the  basis  of  the  annual  license  fee  or  fran- 
chise tax  as  returned  by  each  company,  to  be  ascertained  by  the  Board, 

»P.  L.  1900,  p.502. 
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and  the  amount  of  tax  due  thereon,  respectively,  at  the  rates  fixed  by 
the  act  of  1884^  and  the  supplement  of  1892.2  The  tax  shall  there- 
upon become  due  and  payable,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  State 
Treasurer  to  receive  the  same,  and  if  the  tax  of  any  company  remains 
unpaid  after  the  first  day  of  July  after  it  becomes  due  and  payable,  it 
shall  bear  intere3t  at  the  rate  of  one  per  centum  per  month  until  paid. 
Such  tax,  when  it  has  been  determined,  is  a  debt  due  from  such  com- 
pany to  the  State,  for  which  an  action  of  law  may  be  maintained  after 
it  has  been  in  arrears  for  the  period  of  one  month.  In  addition  to 
other  remedies  for  the  collection  of  such  taxes,  the  Attorney- General 
may,  upon  his  own  motion  or  upon  request  of  the  State  Comptroller, 
apply  to  the  Court  of  Chancery  for  an  injunction  to  restrain  corpora- 
tions three  months  in  arrears  from  doing  business  within  the  State 
until  such  payment  of  taxes  and  interest  thereon  shall  be  made. 
Where  a  corporation  fails  to  pay  the  tax  for  two  consecutive  years, 
the  charter  of  such  corporation  shall  be  void  unless  the  Governor 
shall,  for  good  causes  shown  to  him,  give  further  time  for  the  pay- 
ment of  such  taxes.^  On  or  before  the  first  Monday  in  January  in 
each  year  the  Comptroller  shall  report  to  the  Governor  a  list  of  all 
corporations  which  for  two  years  next  preceding  such  report  have 
failed,  neglected  or  refused  to  pay  the  taxes  assessed  against  them 
under  any  law  of  the  State,  and  the  Governor  shall  forthwith  issue 
his  proclamation,  declaring  under  this  act  of  the  Legislature  that  the 
charters  of  these  corporations  are  repealed.* 

74.  Railroad  and  Canal  Corporations— How  Assessed. 
— All  the  property  of  any  railroad  or  canal,  not  used  for  railroad  or 
canal  purposes,  shall  be  assessed  and  taxed  by  the  same  assessors,  in 
the  same  manner  and  at  the  same  rate  as  the  taxable  property  of  other 
owners  in  the  same  municipal  division  or  taxing  district.^  Land  ac- 
quired by  a  railroad .  company  for  a  right  of  way,  which  is  not  used 
for  railroad  purposes,  is  held  to  be  taxable  for  local  purposes.^  Lands 
owned  by  a  railroad  company  adjacent  to  the  main  right  of  way  and 
reasonably  necessary  or  convenient  for  the  purpose  of  a  railway,  or 
used  incidentally  for  such  purpose  and  not  actually  used  for  other 
purposes,  are  exempt  from  general  taxation,  and  are  only  subject  to 

'  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3322 ;  P.  L.  1884,  p.  232.  =  Qen.  Stat ,  p.  3324  ;  P.  L.  1888,  p.  269. 

2  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3336 ;  P.  L.  1892,  p.  136.  ^  National  Docks  Co.  v.  State  Board  of 

^  P.  L.  1896,  p.  319.  Assessors,  45  Atl.  Rep.  783. 
^P.L.  1900,  p  319. 
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special  taxation  by  the  State  Board  of  Assessors.^  All  property  of 
any  railroad  and  canal  company  used  for  railroad  or  canal  purposes 
shall  be  assessed  by  the  State  Board  of  Assessors,  consisting  of  four 
members,  appointed  by  the  Governor  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate.^  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  assessors  in  all  taxing 
districts  where  property  of  any  railroad  or  canal  company  not  used 
for  railroad  or  canal  purposes  shall  be  assessed,  if  required  so  to  do 
by  the  State  Board  of  Assessors,  to  certify  and  send  to  the  State  Board 
of  Assessors,  on  or  before  the  second  Monday  of  June  in  each  year,  a 
statement  giving  the  description  of  such  property  and  showing  the 
assessed  valuation  thereof;  the  local  assessors  shall  also,  at  the  same 
time,  certify  and  send  to  the  State  Board  of  Assessors  a  short  descrip- 
tion of  all  the  real  property  in  their  respective  taxing  districts,  used 
or  owned  for  railroad  or  canal  purposes,  excepting  the  main  stem  or 
roadbed  and  track,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  feet  in  width,  of  each 
railroad,  and  the  water-way,  towing-path  and  berme-bank,  not  ex- 
ceeding one  hundred  feet  in  width,  of  each  canal ;  the  said  assessors 
shall  also  certify  to  the  said  Board  the  local  rate  of  taxation  for  county 
and  municipal  purposes,  as  soon  as  the  same  shall  be  determined,  and 
such  other  information  obtained  in  the  course  of  the  performance  of 
the  duties  of  their  office  as  the  said  Board  shall  require  of  them,  and 
for  the  service  mentioned  in  this  section  the  local  assessors  shall  re- 
ceive three  dollars  per  day  for  each  day  actually  engaged  in  such  ser- 
vice, to  be  paid  on  the  warrant  of  the  Comptroller,  on  an  affidavit  of 
such  service  being  filed  in  the  office  of  said  Comptroller.* 

75.  Taxes  Against  Railroad  and  Canal  Corporations — 
How  Apportioned. — Tiie  state  Board  of  Assessors  are  required  to 
ascertain  liie  true  value  of  all  property  used  for  railroad  or  canal  pur- 
poses, of  each  railroad  and  of  each  canal  company  in  this  State,  in- 
cluding its  franchises,  and  they  shall,  in  such  ascertainment,  ascertain  : 

1.  The  length  and  value  of  the  main  stem  of  each  railroad,  and  of 
the  water-way  of  each  canal,  and  the  length  of  such  stem  and  water- 
way in  each  taxing  district ; 

^N.  J.  Junction  K.  R.  Co.  v.  Jersey  =»Gen  Stat, p. 3334,  ^  243;  P.  L.  1891, 

City,  34  Vroom  120.    See   Nat'l  Docks      p    165. 

R.  R.  Co.  V.  State  Board  of  Assessors,  45  ^  q^^^  gt^t.,  p.  3325,  ^  215 ;  P.  L.  1888,. 

Atl.   Rep.  783  ;    Delaware  R.  R.  Co.  v.      p.  269. 
Newark,  31  Vroom  60 ;  Monmouth  Park 
Assn.    V    State   Board  of    Assessors,  31 
Vroom  372. 
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2.  The  value  of  the  other  real  estate  used  for  railroad  or  canal  pur- 
poses in  each  taxing  district  in  this  State,  including  the  roadbed  (other 
than  main  stem),  water-ways,  reservoirs,  tracks,  buildings,  water- 
tanks,  water-works,  riparian  rights,  docks,  wharves  and  piers,  and  all 
other  real  estate,  except  lands  not  used  for  railroad  or  canal  purposes ; 

3.  The  value  of  all  the  tangible  personal  property  of  each  railroad 
and  of  each  canal  company  ; 

4.  The  value  of  the  remaining  property,  including  the  franchise/ 
Each  company  shall  pay  the  State,  for  general  purposes,  a  tax  at 

the  rate  of  one-half  of  one  per  centum  annually,  upon  each  dollar  of 
valuation ;  each  company  shall  also  pay,  in  addition  to  one- half  of 
one  per  centum,  a  tax  at  the  local  rates  as  fixed  and  assessed  for  county 
and  municipal  purposes  upon  other  property  in  each  taxing  district, 
upon  the  valuation  of  its  property  in  the  several  taxing  districts,  sepa- 
rately valued  and  assessed  under  subdivision  2,  above  given,  which 
tax  shall  be  computed  by  the  State  Board  of  Assessors ;  but  the  last- 
mentioned  rate  shall  in  no  case  exceed  one  per  centum  of  the  valuation 
of  the  property  valued  under  the  provisions  of  the  said  subdivision  2. 
Such  assessments  shall  be  certified  by  the  State  Board  of  Assessors  to 
the  Comptroller  of  the  State,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  December 
of  each  year,  and  shall  be  payable  into  the  State  treasury  on  any  day 
between  the  first  day  of  November  and  the  first  day  of  February  fol- 
lowing.^ The  amount  received  for  tax  upon  property  separately 
assessed  in  the  different  taxing  districts  is  appropriated,  allotted  to 
the  various  taxing  districts,  giving  to  each  district  the  amount  that 
was  derived  from  the  property  of  each  railroad  or  canal  company 
therein  ;  the  Comptroller  shall  transmit  to  the  collector  of  each  county 
a  certificate  showing  the  amounts  allotted  to  the  taxing  districts  therein, 
and  shall  draw  his  warrant  upon  the  State  treasury,  in  favor  of  the 
several  county  collectors,  for  the  amounts  allotted  to  their  several 
counties,  and  the  county  collector  shall  forfhwith  pay  to  the  collector, 
or  other  proper  officer  of  each  taxing  district,  the  amount  allotted 
thereto,  deducting,  however,  the  amount  due  for  county  taxes  from 
such  taxing  district ;  and  the  amount  thus  paid  to  the  county  and 
taxing  district  shall  be  at  the  disposal  of  the  proper  authorities  for 
public  purposes.^     By  an  act  approved  March  9,  1898,  it  is  provided 

^  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3325,  \  214;  P.  L  1888,  ^  q^jj  g^at.,  p.  3334,  |  242 ;  P,  L.  1888, 

p.  269.  p.  376. 

2  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3327,  \l  220,  221 ;  P.  L. 
1888,  p.  269. 
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that  "the  taxes  which  were  assessed  and  became  a  lien  on  the  first  day 
of  November,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety- seven,  upon 
real  estate  used  for  railroad  or  canal  purposes  in  each  taxing  district 
in  this  State,  separately  valued  and  assessed  under  the  provisions  of 
subdivision  2,  section  3,  of  said  act/  when  collected  shall  be  allotted  to 
and  paid  over  to  the  various  taxing  districts  through  which  said  rail- 
roads or  canals  run,  giving  to  each  district  the  total  amount  of  tax 
that  may  be  so  derived  from  the  property  of  each  railroad  or  canal 
company  therein.''  2 

76.  Street  Railroad  Companies.— Street  railways  are  taxable 
under  the  act  of  1878,^  which  provides  that  the  real  and  personal 
property  of  corporations  shall  be  taxed  the  same  as  the  real  and  per- 
sonal estate  of  individuals,  and  under  the  act  of  1891*  it  is  provided 
that  consolidated  street  railroad  companies  and  all  their  real  estate  and 
other  property  shall  be  subject  to  taxation,  and  shall  be  assessed  in 
the  manner  provided  by  law  from  time  to  time  for  the  taxation  and 
assessment  of  the  real  estate  and  other  property  of  horse  or  other 
street  railway  companies  of  this  State.  In  the  case  of  the  Camden 
and  Atlantic  City  Railroad  Company  v.  City  of  Atlantic  City,  reported 
in  29  Yroom  316,  where  it  was  shown  that  the  above-named  railroad 
company  operated  a  steam  railroad  between  the  cities  of  Camden  and 
Atlantic  City,  and  owned  railroad  tracks  upon  certain  highways  which 
were  used  occasionally  for  railroad  purposes,  the  Supreme  Court  held 
that  the  tracks  and  franchise  of  the  railroad  were  lawfully  assessed  by 
the  State  Board  of  Assessors,  and  that  the  corporeal  property  consti- 
tuting the  equipment  of  the  line  of  electric  cars  was  lawfully  assessed 
by  the  local  assessors  of  Atlantic  City  as  property  not  used  for  rail- 
road purposes.  Street  railroad  companies  are  also  assessable  by  the 
State  Board  of  Assessors  under  the  act  approved  March  23,  1900, 
imposing  a  tax  of  two  per  centum  for  local  purposes  upon  the  gross 
receipts  of  corporations  having  special  privileges  to  use  the  public 
streets,  highways,  &c.*  A  railroad  operated  by  electricity,  used  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  freight  only,  is  not  a  street  railway,  and 
hence  is  taxable  only  by  the  State  Board  of  Assessors.^  For  an  in- 
teresting case  on  the  taxation  of  street  railways,  see  People  r.  Cassidy, 

^Act  of  1888,  Gen.  Stat,  p.   3325,  g  *Gen.  Stat,  p.  3344;  P.  L.  1891,   p. 

214.  455. 

'  P.  L.  1898,  p.  59.  5  P.  L.  1900,  p.  502. 

»Gen.  Stat,  p.  935,  I  133  ;  P.  L.  1878,  « Hoboken  R.  R,  &c.,  v.  State  Board  of 

p.  61.  Assessors,  44  Atl.  Rep.  960. 
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46  N.  Y.  46,  49  (1871).     An  electric  street  railroad  is  real  estate 
within  the  meaning  of  the  tax  laws.^ 

77.  Telegraph  and  Telephone  Companies.— The  real  and 
personal  property  of  telegraph  and  telephone  companies,  consisting  of 
poles,  wires  and  appurtenances — when  not  owned  by  railroad  compa- 
nies and  otherwise  taxed — is  assessable  by  the  local  assessors  the  same 
as  the  real  and  personal  estate  of  an  individual,  under  the  act  of  1878.2 
Real  estate  is  taxable  in  the  taxing  district  where  it  may  be  situate ; 
visible  personal  property  is  assessable  in  the  taxing  district  where 
found.*  Other  personal  estate  is  assessable  in  the  taxing  district 
where  the  principal  office  shall  be  or  where  the  operations  of  the  com- 
pany are  carried  on.*  In  addition  thereto,  telegraph  and  telephone 
-companies  are  assessable  by  the  State  Board  of  Assessors  under  the 
act  approved  March  23,  1900,  imposing  a  tax  of  two  per  centum  for 
local  purposes  upon  the  gross  receipts  of  corporations  having  special 
privileges  to  use  the  public  streets,  &c.* 

78.  Manufacturing  Corporations. — Under  the  act  of  1866® 
it  is  provided  "  that  all  real  and  personal  estate  of  every  manufactur- 
ing company  or  corporation  shall  be  taxed  the  same  as  the  real  and 
personal  estate  of  an  individual."  The  real  estate  is  assessable  by  the 
local  assessor  in  the  taxing  district  where  it  is  situate,  and  the  visible 
personal  property  where  found.^  Other  personal  property  is  assessable 
in  the  taxing  district  where  the  principal  office  shall  be  or  where  the 
operations  of  the  company  are  carried  on.^  Manufacturing  corpora- 
tions incorporated  under  the  laws  of  this  State  are  also  taxable  by  the 
State  Board  of  Assessors  for  an  annual  license  fee  or  franchise  tax  of 
one-tenth  of  one  per  centum  upon  all  amounts  of  capital  stock  issued 
and  outstanding  up  to  and  including  the  sum  of  three  million  dollars, 
and  on  all  amounts  of  capital  stock  issued  and  outstanding  in  excess 
of  three  million  dollars  and  not  exceeding  five  million  dollars,  an 
annual  license  fee  or  franchise  tax  of  one- twentieth  of  one  per  centum, 
and  the  further  sum  of  fifty  dollars  per  annum  per  every  million  dol- 
lars, or  any  part  thereof,  on  all  amounts  of  capital  stock  issued  and 
outstanding  in  excess  of  five  million  dollars.    This  act,  by  its  proviso, 

1  Newark  and  Harrison  Traction  Co.  v.  ^  P.  L,  1900,  p  502. 

Borough  of  Arlington,  46  Atl.  Rep.  568.  ^^en.  Stat ,  p.  943,  ^  176  ;  P.  L.  1886, 

2P.  L.  1878,  p.  61.  p.  345. 

3  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3345,  g  291 ;  P.  L.  1891,  ^  G  en.  Stat.,  p.  3345,  g  291 ;  P.  L.  189] , 

p.  189.  p.  189. 

*  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3294,  §  67 ;  P.  L.  1866,  ^  Qen.  Stat.,  p.  3294,  §  67  ;  P.  L.  1866, 

p.  1078.  p.  1087. 
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wholly  exempts  from  the  payment  of  State  franchise  taxes  such  manu- 
facturing corporations  as  have  at  least  fifty  per  cent,  of  their  capital 
stock  issued  and  outstanding  invested  in  manufacturing  carried  on  with- 
in this  State.  Where  the  amount  so  invested  is  less  than  fifty  per  cent.^ 
a  deduction  is  allowed  from  its  capital  stock  issued  and  outstanding 
of  the  assessed  value  of  the  company's  property  used  in  manufactur- 
ing.^ As  to  what  constitutes  a  manufacturing  corporation  under  this 
section,  see  Evening  Journal  Association  v.  State  Board  of  Assessors,. 
18  Vroom  36;  Printing  Co.  v.  Assessors,  22  Vroom  75;  American 
Glucose  Co.  V.  New  Jersey,  16  Stew.  Eq.  280;  Society  for  Establish- 
ing Useful  Manufactures,  16  Stew.  Eq.  410;  Standard  Co.  v.  Attor- 
ney-General, 1  Dick.  Ch.  Rep.  270  ;  Construction  Co.  v.  Assessors,. 
24  Vroom  564 ;  Edison  Phonograph  Co.  v.  Assessors,  26  Vroom  55. 

79.  Gas  and  Electric  Light  Companies. — The  pipes  and 
mains  and  other  real  estate  of  gas  companies  and  the  plants  of  electric 
light  companies  are  assessable  by  the  local  assessor  in  the  taxing  dis- 
trict where  situate.^  Visible  personal  estate  is  assessable  where  found,, 
under  the  act  of  1891 ;  other  personal  estate  is  assessable  in  the  tax- 
ing district  where  the  principal  office  shall  be.^  Gas  and  electric  light 
companies  are  also  assessable  by  the  State  Board  of  Assessors  under 
the  act  approved  March  23,  1900,  imposing  a  tax  of  two  per  centum 
for  local  purposes  upon  the  gross  receipts  of  corporations  having  spe- 
cial privileges  to  use  the  public  streets,  highways,  &c.* 

80.  Oil  and  Pipe  Line  Companies. —Pipes  used  for  carrying 
petroleum,  laid  by  a  corporation  under  the  soil,  in  which  an  interest 
has  been  acquired  from  the  owner  by  grant,  are  held  in  this  State  to 
be  taxable  by  the  local  assessors  as  real  estate  in  the  townships  where 
such  pipes  are  located,  although  the  owner  of  the  fee  has  reserved  the 
use  of  the  surface  for  cultivation.*  Where  the  pipe  lines  of  a  corpo- 
ration are  assessed  at  a  given  rate  per  mile,  and  the  taxing  officers  by 
mistake  estimate  the  length  of  the  line  longer  than  it  is,  the  corpora- 
tion will  be  relieved  from  payment  of  taxes  on  the  excess  length.*^ 
Any  oil  or  pipe  line  company  having  part  of  its  transportation  line 
in  this  State  and  another  part  thereof  in  another  State  or  States,  is 
required  to  make  a  report  to  the  State  Board  of  Assessors,  on  or  be- 

^  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3337,  ?  260;  P.  L.  1892,  ^Pipe  Line  Co.  v.  Berry,  24    Vroon> 

p.  137.  212,  affirming  Same  v.  Same,  23  Vroom' 

2  P.  L.  1878,  p.  348.  308. 

3  Gen.  Stat,  p.  3293  ;    P.  L.  1866,  p.  «East  N.  J.  Water  Co.  v.  Koat,  44  AtL 
1078.   ■    .  Rep.  910,  911. 

*P.  L.  1900,p.  502. 
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fore  the  first  Tuesday  in  May,  showing  its  gross  receipts  for  the  trans- 
portation of  oil  or  petroleum  on  the  whole  line,  together  with  a 
statement  of  the  length  of  the  whole  line,  and  the  length  of  the  line 
in  this  State  along  any  street,  highway,  road,  lane  or  other  public 
place,  and  the  franchise  tax  of  such  oil  or  pipe  line  company,  for 
business  so  done  in  this  State,  shall  be  upon  such  proportion  of  its 
gross  receipts  as  the  length  of  its  line  in  this  State  along  any  street, 
highway,  road,  lane  or  other  public  place  bears  to  the  whole  length  of 
the  line.^ 

81.  Water  Companies. — "A  water  company  formed  under  the 
act  of  April  21,  1876,^  and  its  supplement,  has  laid  pipes  under  the 
streets  of  the  borough  of  Riverton,  and  erected  fire  plugs  connected 
with  the  pipes.  The  pipes  are  used  to  convey  water  from  its  water- 
works, which  are  erected  and  maintained  in  adjoining  townships. 
Heldy  that  such  pipes  and  fire  plugs,  whether  they  are  real  or  per- 
sonal property,  are  properly  taxable  in  the  borough ;  for  if  they  are 
personal  property,  they  are  visible  personal  property,  found  there 
within  the  meaning  of  section  six  of  the  act  of  March  19,  1891,' 
-and  if  they  are  real  property,  they  are  found  within  that  taxing  dis- 
trict."* Water  companies  are  assessable  by  the  State  Board  of  As- 
sessors under  the  act  approved  March  23,  1 900,  imposing  a  tax  of 
two  per  centum,  for  local  purposes,  upon  the  gross  receipts  of  corpo- 
rations having  acquired  special  privileges  to  use  the  public  streets  and 
highways.^ 

82.  Express  Companies. — Express  companies  are  taxable  for 
their  real  and  personal  property  by  the  local  assessors,  under  the  act 
of  1888,®  which  provides  that  all  personal  tangible  property  used  by 
the  owner  or  lessee,  employe  or  agent,  in  connection  with  any  busi- 
ness or  employment,  shall  be  assessed  for  taxes  at  the  place  and  within 
the  taxing  district  where  such  business  or  employment  is  carried  on. 
These  companies  are  also  taxed  by  the  State  Board  of  Assessors  at 
the  rate  of  two  per  centum  upon  the  gross  amount  of  their  annual 
receipts  for  business  done  in  this  State.^ 

83.  Turnpike  and  Bridge  Companies.— Under  the  tax  act 
of  1866,^  where  the  toils  of  any  bridge  or  turnpike  company  are  col- 

1  P.  L.  1900,  p.  502.  5  P.  L.  1900,  p.  502. 

2  Rev.,  p.  1365.  '  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3425,  'i  645 ;  P.  L.  1888, 
•^  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3344,  |  291 ;  P.  L.  1891,   p.  119. 

^,  189.  '  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3337,  U  258,  260  ;  P.  L. 

*  Riverton  and  Palmyra  Water  Co.  v.       1892,  p.  136. 
Haig,  Collector,  29  Vroom  295.  ^  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3294,  §  67. 
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lected  in  the  several  townships  or  wards,  the  personal  estate  of  sucb 
companies  is  assessable  in  the  township  or  ward  in  which  the  treasurer 
or  other  officer  authorized  to  discharge  the  general  pecuniary  obliga- 
tions of  the  company  resides.  Turnpike  companies  issuing  capital 
stock  are  required  to  pay  an  annual  State  franchise  tax  of  one- tenth 
of  one  per  centum  on  all  amounts  of  capital  stock  up  to  three  million 
dollars,  and  one- twentieth  of  one  per  centum  on  stock  in  excess  of 
three  million  dollars  and  not  exceeding  five  million  dollars,  and  fifty 
dollars  per  million  on  stock  in  excess  of  five  million  dollars.^  The 
supplement  to  the  corporation  act,^  which  subjects  the  real  property  of 
corporations  to  taxation  the  same  as  that  of  an  individual,  expressly 
exempts  turnpike  companies  from  its  provisions.^  In  the  case  of 
Bergen  County  Turnpike  Co.  v.  Huss,  decided  at  the  November  Term 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  reported  in  32  Vroom  174,  where  taxes^ 
were  assessed  against  the  roadbed  of  the  company  in  the  borough  of 
Fairview,  the  court  held  that  there  was  no  statutory  authority  empow- 
ering the  assessor  of  a  borough,  in  1896,  to  tax  the  section  of  a  turn- 
pike road  within  his  borough  as  so  much  real  estate  against  the  com- 
pany incorporated  to  establish  and  maintain  such  road.  Most  turnpike 
companies  are  incorporated  under  special  act,  and  the  only  safe  plan 
to  be  pursued  by  the  assessor  is  to  examine  the  charter  of  any  such 
company  as  may  be  in  his  district.  "All  bridges,  including  toll 
bridges,  are  liable  to  taxation  unless  specially  exempted  or  owned  by 
municipal  corporations."*  "If  a  bridge  is  assessed  to  a  company  as 
real  estate,  the  assessment  is  good,  and  it  makes  no  difference  whether 
the  interest  is  in  leasehold  or  fee  simple."  ^  "  In  estimating  the  value^ 
of  a  toll  bridge  for  the  purpose  of  assessment,  the  franchise  of  the 
company  or  the  profits  from  the  tolls  are  not  to  be  considered."^  "  In 
valuing  the  prosecutor's  bridge  over  the  Delaware  river,  at  Phillips- 
burg,  for  the  purpose  of  assessment  in  this  State,  the  one-half  of  the 
bridge,  including  the  New  Jersey  side,  should  be  estimated  at  its  full 
and  fair  value  at  the  time  of  the  assessment,  as  part  of  the  structure^ 
without  reference  to  the  extent  of  travel  upon  it  or  the  profits  derived 
therefrom.     In  this  estimate  may  also  be  considered  the  value  of  the 

1  Gen.  Stat ,  p.  3337,  'i  260  ;  P.  L.  1892,  *  Bridge  Proprietors  ads.  State,  1  Zab. 
p.  136.                                                               384 ;  2  Zab.  593. 

2  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  935,  ^.  133  ;  P.  L.  1878,  ^  State  v.  Metz,  5  Dutcher  122. 

p.  61.  ^  State,  Easton  Bridge  Co.  v.  Metz,  2 

^Jersey  City   Gaslight   Co.  v.  .Jersey      Vroom  378. 
City,  17  Vroom  194  ;  New  Jersey  Hedge 
Co.  V.  Craig,  22  Vroom  437. 
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land  occupied  by  the  abutments,  its  location  and  other  relative  circum- 
stances which  affdct  the  valua  of  land  generally,  but  in  no  case  should 
the  extent  of  profit  in  its  use,  under  the  franchise  of  the  company,  be 
taken  into  account."^ 

84.  Mining  Corporations.  —Mines  are  taxable  as  real  estate 
under  section  three  of  the  tax  act  of  1866.^  The  real  estate  and 
visible  personal  property  are  assessable  by  the  local  assessors  in  the 
taxing  district  where  the  same  may  be  situate.^  In  addition,  mining 
companies  are  taxable  by  the  State  Board  of  Assessors  under  the  act 
of  1892,*  and  are  required  to  pay  an  annual  license  tax  of  one- tenth 
of  one  per  centum  on  all  amounts  of  capital  stock  issued  and  out- 
standing up  to  and  including  the  sum  of  three  million  dollars.  On 
capital  stock  in  excess  of  three  million  dollars  and  not  exceeding  five 
million  dollars  they  are  to  pay  an  annual  tax  of  one-twentieth  of  one 
per  centum,  and  the  further  sum  of  fifty  dollars  per  annum  per  one 
million  dollars  or  part  thereof  on  all  amounts  of  capital  stock  in 
excess  of  five  million  dollars.  This  act,  by  its  proviso,  wholly  ex- 
empts from  the  payment  of  State  franchise  taxes  such  mining  compa- 
nies as  have  at  least  fifty  per  cent,  of  their  capital  stock  issued  and 
outstanding  invested  in  mining  carried  on  within  this  State.  Where 
the  amount  so  invested  is  less  than  fifty  per  cent.,  a  deduction  is  al- 
lowed from  its  capital  stock  issued  and  outstanding  of  the  assessed 
value  of  the  company's  property  used  in  mining.* 

85.  Building  and  Loan  Associations.— The  real  and  per- 
sonal property  ot  building  and  loan  associations  is  liable  to  taxation 
the  same  as  though  owned  by  individual  residents,  in  the  place  where 
the  real  estate  of  such  corporation  is  situate.^  By  the  act  of  April 
11,  1866,  it  is  provided  ^'that  all  private  corporations  of  this  State 
*  *  *  shall  be  and  are  hereby  required  to  be  respectively  assessed 
and  taxed  at  the  full  amount  of  their  capital  stock  paid  in  and  accu- 
mulated surplus ;  but  all  real  estate  to  which  such  corporations  may 
lawfully  own  in  any  other  State  than  this  State  shall  not  be  liable  to 
be  estimated  in  such  accumulated  surplus,  and  the  person  holding  the 
capital  stock  of  such  corporations  shall  not  be  assessed  therefor  ;  and 
such  corporations  as  have  no  capital  stock  other  than  the  above-ex- 

lEaston  Bridge  Co.  t.  Met z,  2  Vroom  *  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3336;   P,  L.  1892,  p. 

378.  136. 

2  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3292,  I  63 ;  P.  L,  1866,  ^  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3337,  I  260 ;  P.  L.  1892, 

p.  1078.  p.  137. 

3Hurd  V.  Cook,  Collector,  31   Yroom  «Gen.  Stat.,  p.  335,  ^30;  P.  L.  1875, 

70.  p.  85. 
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cepted  shall  be  assessed  for  the  full  amount  of  their  property  and 
valuable  assets,  without  any  deductions  from  debts  and  liabilities."^ 
It  has  been  held  by  the  Supreme  Court,  in  the  case  of  Washington 
Building  and  Loan  Association  v.  Hornbaker,  12  Vroom  519,  "that 
under  the  above  act  requiring  the  property  of  such  corporations  to  be 
assessed  as  the  estate  of  an  individual,  the  amount  of  loans  to  stock- 
holders which  these  notes,  bonds  and  mortgages  represent  are  assets 
acd  assessable,  as  property  of  the  corporation,  to  the  corporation." 
This  case  was  affirmed  in  the  Court  of  Errors  and  Appeals  unani- 
monsly,2  and  there  it  was  held  "  that  such  corporations  are  properly 
assessed  for  the  bonds,  mortgages  and  notes  held  by  it,  for  the  sums 
named  in  them  and  as  aggregated  in  the  report  of  the  secretary,  and 
should  be  assessed  like  that  of  individuals,  at  its  full  and  actual 
value."     These  cases  followed  a  previous  case,  that  of  Washington 
Building  and  Loan  Association  v.  Creveling,  10  Vroom  465,  which 
held  "  that  mutual  loan  and  building  asaociations  are  to  be  assessed 
and  taxed  at  the  full  amount  of  their  capital  stock  and  accumulated 
surplus,  the  fund  which  has  accrued  for  monthly  payments  on  shares, 
from  premiums  and  interest  on  loans  and  from  fines,  as  the  full 
amount  of  the  capital  stock  and  accumulated  surplus  of  such  associa- 
tions."    The  former,  being  the  aggregate  of  the  monthly  payments 
on  stock,  which  by  the  fundamental  law  of  the  association  are  made 
obligatory  on  all  stockholders  alike,  while  other  payments,  which  are 
in  effect  optional  with  those  who  make  them,  represent  the  profits  of 
the  scheme  and  make  up  the  accumulated  surplus.     This  case  was 
also  affirmed  unanimously  in  the  Court  of  Errors  and  Appeals,  in  11 
Vroom  192.     By  the  act  of  April  17,  1876,Mt  is  provided  "that 
hereafter  such  corporations,  or  debts  secured  thereby,  as  shall  be  sub- 
ject to  taxation,  shall  be  assessed  for  taxes  by  the  assessor  making  the 
deduction  on  account  thereof,  and  the  taxes  thereon  shall  be  collected 
by  the  collector  of  taxes  in  and  for  the  township  or  city  wherein  the 
lands  in  the  mortgage  described  are  situated."     And  by  the  same  act, 
"  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  owners  of  lands  situated  in  the  counties  of 
Hudson,  Essex,  Union,  Bergen  and  Passaic,  and  in  the  cities  of  Tren- 
ton, New  Brunswick  and  Camden,  to  agree  for  themselves  and  their 
heirs  and  assigns  with  the  holder  of  any  mortgage  now  in  existence 
or  hereafter  to  be  made,  which  binds  or  may  bind  lands  in  such  coun- 
ties or  cities,  not  to  apply  for  any  deduction  by  reason  of  any  mort- 

'  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3296,  'i  75  ;   P.  L.  186^,  ""  13  Vroom  635. 

p.  1078,  ^^  15.  2  P.  L.  1876,  p.  160. 


CORPORATIONS— HOW   ASSESSED.  73 

gage  from  the  taxable  value  of  such  lands  embraced  in  such  mortgage." 
It  would  also  seem  to  follow  from  the  above  decisions  and  the  statute 
of  1876  that  mortgages  held  by  the  association,  in  which  the  mort- 
gagors had  not  claimed  a  deduction  and  the  tax  was  paid  on  the 
land  by  the  mortgagors,  should  be  deducted  ;  and  where  the  mort- 
gagees claim  deduction  for  said  mortgages,  then  the  tax  on  such 
mortgages  should  be  paid  by  the  association  in  the  taxing  district 
where  the  mortgaged  lands  lie,  and  also  deducted  from  the  amount 
taxable  to  the  association  ;  and  in  those  counties  and  cities  above  enu- 
merated, where  it  is  permissible  to  make  an  agreement  between  mort- 
gagor and  mortgagee  not  to  claim  any  deduction,  the  amount  which 
the  owner  of  the  lands  paying  the  tax  on  those  mortgages  in  those 
places  should  also  be  deducted  from  the  amount  assessable  to  the  cor- 
poration, and  that  the  shares  held  by  the  individuals,  where  the  corpo- 
ration is  taxed,  as  above  indicated,  should  not  be  taxed  to  the  holders 
of  the  shares. 

86.  Insurance  Companies. — The  Supreme  Court,  in  the  case 
of  Merchantb'  Insurance  Company  v.  City  of  Newark,  25  Vroom 
138  (and  on  appeal  this  part  of  the  case  was  affirmed),^  held  that 
corporations  engaged  in  the  business  of  insuring  property  against 
fire  are  taxable  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  April  11,  1866. 
The  tax  is  to  be  imposed  upon  the  amount  of  paid-in  capital  stock 
and  accumulated  surplus  after  deducting  the  value  of  property  in 
which  the  stock  and  surplus  is  invested,  which  is  by  law  non  taxable. 
And  if  the  real  estate  which  they  own  in  this  State  is  taxed  in  a  sepa- 
rate item  to  the  company  where  located,  this  amount  should  be  de- 
ducted. 

87.  Savings  Banks. — Savings  banks  are  taxed  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  of  April  11,  1866,  which  provides  that  such  corpo- 
rations as  have  no  capital  stock  are  taxable  for  the  full  amount  of 
their  property  and  valuable  assets,  without  any  deduction  for  debts  or 
liabilities.^  They  are  taxable  for  their  deposits.^  The  act  of  1888,* 
which  provides  that  savings  banks  shall,  in  lieu  of  all  other  taxes,  pay 
an  annual  tax  on  the  amount  of  their  deposits  of  one-half  of  one  per 
centum,  was  held  unconstitutional.^  Most  of  their  funds  are  invested 
in  mortgages,  on  which  the  owner  of  the  land  pays  taxes,  or  in  non- 

■^  26  Vroom  145.  *  P.  L.  1888,  p.  545. 

2  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3297,  §  75;  P.  L.  1866,  ^  State,  Trenton  Saving  Fund  Society 

p.  1078,  ^  15.  V.  Richards,  23  Vroom  156. 

^  State,   Bridgewater    v.   Amerman,    8  • 

Vroom  408. 
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taxable  securities,  such  as  federal  and  municipal  securities.  It  would 
seem  that  when  this  is  the  case  such  securities  should  be  deducted.- 
Municipal  securities,  under  the  act  of  March  23,  1893,  are  exempt 
from  taxation.^ 

88.  Safe  Deposit  and  Trust  Companies. — Every  trust  com- 
pany incorporated  under  any  law  of  this  State  shall  be  taxed  in  the 
taxing  district  where  its  ofiBce  is  situated  upon  the  amount  of  its 
capital  stock  issued  and  outstanding,  except  that  any  real  estate  belong- 
ing to  any  such  corporation  shall  be  taxed  in  the  taxing  district  where 
such  real  estate  is  situated,  and  the  amount  of  assessment  upon  said 
real  estate  may  be  deducted  from  the  amount  of  any  assessment  made 
upon  the  capital  stock  of  the  company  as  herein  provided  for ;  the 
capital  stock,  property  and  franchise  of  any  such  corporation  shall  be 
exempt  from  taxation  in  this  State,  except  as  hereinabove  provided  for.^ 

89.  Bank  Shares— How  Assessed. — Bank  shares  of  national 
banks  are  taxed  by  permission  of  Congress.  The  federal  statute,  being 
the  act  of  June  3, 1864,  as  amended  by  the  act  of  February  10, 1868, 
provides  that  the  shares  of  national  banks  may  be  taxed  by  the  States 
in  the  hands  of  the  stockholders,  subject  to  the  restriction  that  the 
taxation  shall  not  be  at  a  greater  rate  than  is  assessed  upon  other 
moneyed  capital,  and  that  the  shares  of  any  national  bank  owned  by 
non-residents  of  any  State  shall  be  taxed  where  the  bank  is  located 
and  not  elsewhere.  It  also  provides  that  the  real  estate  of  the  bank 
may  be  taxed  as  other  real  property  is  taxed.^  Tax  levied  on  national 
bank  shares  held  by  non-residents  is  imposed  on  the  shares,  and  not 
on  the  banks,  and  is  not  in  violation  of  the  act  permitting  the  States 
to  tax  such  shares.*  The  statutes  of  New  Jersey^  provide  that 
'^  every  person  shall  be  assessed  in  the  city,  township  or  ward  where 
he  resides  for  all  shares  of  the  stock  of  any  national  bank  in  this 
State,  and  all  shares  of  any  bank  organized  under  the  laws  of  this 
State,  and  subject  to  the  provisions  of  'An  act  concerning  banks  and 
banking'  (Revision  of  1899),  owned  by  him  or  in  his  possession  or 
control  as  trustee,  guardian,  executor  or  administrator ;  and  in  case 
said  owner,  trustee,  guardian,  executor  or  administrator  shall  be  a 
non-resident  of  this  State,  then  and  in  that  case  he  shall  be  assessed 
for  said  shares  in  the  city,  township  or  ward  where  said  bank  is 

^  Gen.  Stat,  p.  3319,  ^  197  ;  P.  L.  1893,  *  Mechanics  National  Bank  v.  Baker^ 

p.  485.  46  Atl.  Rep.  586. 

2  P.  L.  1899,  p.  467,  ?^  29.  ^  P.  L.  1900,  p.  295. 

3  Rev.-Stat.  U.  S.,  p.  1015,  §  5219. 
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located,  and  the  tax  assessed  against  such  non-resident  stockholder 
shall  be  a  lien  upon  his  stock  from  the  day  designated  by  law  for 
commencing  the  assessment,  and  said  stock  may  be  levied  upon  and 
sold  by  virtue  of  a  tax  warrant  to  be  issued  against  such  non-resident 
for  that  purpose;  and,  moreover,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  bank^ 
upon  demand  for  that  purpose  made  by  the  collector  of  taxes,  to  pay 
the  amount  of  tax  so  assessed  against  such  non-resident,  and  to  retain 
the  amount  so  paid  out  of  the  dividends  from  time  to  time  declared 
upon  said  shares,  and  said  bank  shall  have  a  lien  upon  such  non-resi- 
dent's shares  of  stock  for  the  amount  of  the  tax  so  assessed  and  paid 
thereon  until  the  same  shall  be  repaid  to  said  bank,  which  lien  may 
be  enforced  by  appropriate  proceedings  in  the  Court  of  Chancery ; 
provided,  however,  that  all  real  estate  of  any  such  bank  shall  be  as- 
sessed to  the  said  bank  in  the  city,  township  or  ward  in  which  said 
real  estate  is  located,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  real  estate  of  indi- 
viduals, and  the  amount  of  said  assessment  shall  be  deducted  from  the 
assets  of  said  bank  in  estimating  the  assessable  value  of  the  shares  of 
stock  of  said  bank."  It  is  the  duty  of  officers  of  banks,  when  ap- 
plied to  by  the  assessor,  to  give  him  a  statement,  under  oath,  of  the 
names  of  the  stockholders,  and  of  the  amount  of  capital  stock  and 
accumulated  surplus  and  all  other  property  and  assets  of  such  bank 
and  corporation,  and  the  assessor  is  authorized  to  take  such  other 
means  as  may  be  in  his  power  to  ascertain  the  true  amount  for  which 
stockholders  should  be  assessed.^  Stock  in  a  national  banking  asso- 
ciation located  in  another  State  cannot  be  taxed  under  the  laws  of  this 
State.^  The  proper  method  of  determining  the  value  of  bank  shares 
is  the  one  adopted  by  Mr.  Justice  Dixon  in  Stratton  v.  Collins,  14 
Yroom  362,  as  follows :  "  The  value  per  share  at  which  bank  stock 
is  to  be  assessed  is  determined  by  dividing  the  capital  stock,  surplus 
fund  and  undivided  profits  of  the  bank,  as  shown  by  the  quarterly 
statement  required  by  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  at  the  close  of 
business.  May  fourth,  by  the  number  of  shares."  Under  the  act  of 
Congress,^  shares  of  national  banks  a  e  to  be  assessed  at  their  actual 
value,  without  any  deduction  on  account  of  the  bank's  capital  or  sur- 
plus being  invested  in  United  States  securities.^ 

^  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3297,  ^17  ;  P.  L.  1866,  ^See  Fifth  Annual  Report  State  Board 

p.  1078,  ^  15.  of  Taxation,  1895,  p.  25  ;  Eighth  Annual 

^De  Baun  v.  Smith,  26  Vroom  110;  Report  State  Board  of  Taxation,  p.  21  ; 

Tappan  v.  Merchants  National  Bank,  19  Mechanics  National   Bank  v.  Baker,  46' 

Wall.  490.  Atl.  Rep.  586. 

3  Rev.  Stat.  U.  S.,  ^  5219. 
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90.  Time  and  Place  of  Meeting.^— It  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  assessors  of  the  several  townships  in  every  county  to  meet  at  the 
hour  of  ten  in  the  forenoon  of  the  first  Tuesday  in  September,  in 
•every  year,  at  the  place  of  holding  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in 
«uch  county .2  If  a  majority  of  the  assessors  of  the  county  shall  fail 
to  meet  on  the  day  prescribed  by  law,  those  met  shall  adjourn  from 
day  to  day  at  the  same  place  until  a  majority  shall  attend.^ 

91.  Purpose  of  Meeting. — At  such  meeting  the  assessors  are 
required  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  certainties  required  by  law  to  be 
rated  in  the  assessment  to  be  made,  and  to  estimate  the  estate,  real  and 
personal,  taken  by  the  assessor  of  each  township,  at  such  valuations 
as  they  or  a  majority  of  them  then  present  shall  think  reasonable  and 
just,  according  to  law  for  the  time  being  for  that  purpose,  and  thereby 
to  adjust  and  fix  the  proportion  or  quota  of  the  tax  to  be  levied  and 
collected  in  each  township.*  The  county  board  of  assessors  meet  only 
for  the  purpose  of  determining  how  much  each  township  and  borough 
shall  contribute  to  the  State  and  county  tax,  and  the  valuation  fixed 
by  that  board  is  exclusively  for  the  purpose  of  adjusting  such  quota.* 

-  In  the  following  counties  the  county  county  board  of  assessors.    County  boards 

boards  of  assessors  meet  at  times  fixed  of  equalization  created  under  the  act  ap- 

by  special   acts:    Essex    county,   fourth  proved  March  22,  1900  (P.  L.  1900,  p. 

Tuesday   in   July   (P.   L    1867,  p.  84);  134),  are  required  to  meet  on  the  first 

Middlesex  county,  last  Tuesday  in  June  Tuesday    in    September.      Adopted    by 

(P.  L.  1895,  p.  384);  Cape  May  county,  Bergen  county. 

iirst  Monday  in  July  (P.  L.  1862,  chap.  ^q^^.  Stat.,  p.  3315,  2  175  ;  P.  L.  1890, 

144,  ^  2) ;  Passaic  county,  first  Monday  p.  158. 

in  July  ;   Camden  and  Gloucester  coun-  ^Q^n.  Stat.,  p.  3309,  ?  140;  P.  L.  1883, 

ties,  second  Monday  in  July  (P.  L.  1847,  p.  192. 

p.  175)  ;  Union  county,  third  Monday  in  *Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3315,  ?  175;  P.  L.  1890, 

•July  (P.  L.  1869,  p.  1257).     The  Hudson  p.  158. 

•County  Board  of  Equalization  meets  on  ^Rexroth  v.  Ames,  26  Vroom  509;  P. 

ihe  first  Monday  in  July  (P.  L.  1873,  p.  L.  1900,  p.  134. 
794).     This  board  takes  the  place  of  the 

(76) 
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92.  Assessors  to  Produce  Duplicates,  Correctly  Added 
and  Sworn  To. — At  the  meeting  of  the  county  board  of  assessors, 
each  of  the  a8ses3ors  shall  produce  his  duplicate  of  the  value  of  real 
and  personal  estate  to  be  by  him  assessed,  with  the  amount  of  each 
column  and  the  total  of  all  the  columns  correctly  added  together,  and 
shall  produce  an  affidavit^  by  him  subscribed  and  taken,  upon  his 
oath  or  affirmation,  before  some  person  authorized  to  administer  oaths. 

The  form  of  the  oath  prescribed  is  as  follows  :  "  I, ,  assessor 

of ,  do  hereby  swear  (or  solemnly  affirm)  that  I  have  diligently 

inquired  respecting  the  nature  and  value  of  the  real  and  personal 
estate  liable  to  taxation  in  the  township  (or  ward)  whereof  I  am  asses- 
sor, and  have,  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  and  without  favor  or  parti- 
ality, valued  all  the  said  property  liable  to  taxation  in  said  township 
(or  ward)  at  its  full  and  fair  value,  at  such  price  as,  in  my  judgment, 
said  property  would  sell  for  at  a  fair  and  bona  fide  sale  by  private 
contract  on  the  day  prescribed  by  law  for  commencing  the  assessment, 
and  have  deducted  from  such  value  only  such  balance  of  debts  as  is 
prescribed  by  law."  2 

93.  Apportionment  and  Distribution— How  Made. — The 
board  of  assessors,  when  met  as  aforesaid,  shall  compute  and  ascertain 
the  whole  value  of  real  and  personal  estate  after  the  deduction  of 
debts,  to  be  taxed  according  to  the  value  thereof,  contained  in  the 
duplicates  of  the  several  assessors  or  estimated  as  aforesaid,  and  shall 
fix  and  adjust  the  proportion  or  quota  of  tax  to  be  levied  and  collected 
in  each  township  or  ward  in  proportion  to  said  value  ;  providedf  that 
if  it  shall  appear  to  the  assessors,  so  met  as  aforesaid,  from  a  carefuly 
particular  and  thorough  comparison  of  the  said  respective  duplicates, 
that  the  value  of  the  property  contained  in  any  duplicate  is  relatively 
less  than  the  value  of  other  property  in  the  county,  they  may,  for  the 
purpose  of  fixing  and  adjusting  the  said  proportion  or  quota,  and  for 
that  purpose  only,  add  thereto  such  percentage  as  shall  appear  to  them 
just  and  proper,  and  warranted  by  said  comparison,  but  not  other- 
wise.^   The  power  of  boards  of  assessors  to  increase  valuations  is  a 

^  If  an  assessor  attends  the  meeting  of  and  belief.     Bloomfield   v.   Pierson,    18 

the  county  board  and  produces  his  dupli-  Vroom  247. 

eate, but  refuses  to  makeaffida7it  thereto,  ^Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3296,  |  72;  P.  L.  1866, 

the  majority  of  the  assessors  shall  esti-  p.  1078,  §  12. 

mate  the  value  of  the  property  liable  to  ^  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3309,  ^  140 ;  P.  L.  1883,. 

assessment  in  his  township  or  ward,  ac-  p.  92. 
cording  to  the  best  of  their  information 
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statutory  power,  and  must  be  exercised  in  strict  compliance  with  the 
statute  conferring  jurisdiction.^  Its  action  is  valid  only  when  its  , 
functions  have  been  performed  in  the  manner  and  in  compliance  with 
the  forms  prescribed  by  the  statute  which  conferred  the  jurisdiction. 2 
To  authorize  an  increase  of  the  valuation  of  any  township,  duly  re- 
turned to  the  county  board  of  assessors,  it  is  necessary  for  the  board 
— (1)  To  make  a  careful,  particular  and  thorough  comparison  of  the 
respective  duplicates ;  (2)  To  adjudge  that  the  value  of  the  property 
contained  in  any  duplicate  is  relatively  less  than  the  value  of  other 
property  in  the  county ;  (3)  To  thereupon  add  such  percentage  as 
shall  appear  just,  proper  and  warranted  by  such  comparison.*  A  reso- 
lution by  the  board  of  assessors,  adding  one  lump  sum  to  the  value  of 
real  estate  and  another  to  that  of  personal  estate  contained  in  the 
duplicate,  receives  no  support  from  section  140,  above  quoted,  and  is 
without  authority  and  void.*  The  increase  should  not  be  made  in 
gross  sum,  but  by  adding  the  proper  percentage  to  the  values  which 
they  regard  as  too  low.^ 

94.  Procedure  of  Board  Where  Vacancy  Exists  in 
Office  of  Assessor. — If  in  any  city,  ward  or  township  of  this  State 
there  exists  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  assessor  of  such  city,  ward  or 
township,  or  a  vacancy  or  vacancies  in  the  membership  of  any  board 
whose  duty  it  is  to  assess  and  levy  the  State,  State  school  and  county 
taxes  within  such  city,  ward  or  township,  at  the  time  fixed  by  law  for 
the  meeting  of  the  assessors  of  the  county,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful 
for  the  majority  of  the  assessors  of  the  county  wherein  such  city, 
ward  or  township  is  situate,  attending  such  meeting,  after  they  shall 
have  ascertained  the  proportion  of  the  tax  to  be  assessed  and  levied 
on  the  city,  ward  or  township  of  the  non- attending  assessor,  forthwith 
to  appoint  a  committee  of  not  less  than  three  of  the  attending  mem- 
bers of  their  body,  who  thereupon  are  authorized  and  empowered  to 
perform  all  duties  which  by  law  the  assessor  of  any  such  city,  ward 
or  township,  or  any  such  board,  is  or  may  be  required  to  perform  as 
to  the  levying  and  assessing  of  any  State,  State  school  and  county 

^  State  I'.  Inhabitants  of  Englewood,  25  *  McCallum    v.  Assessors,   29    Vroom 

Vroom  544.  544. 

''Sea  Isle  City  v.  Cape  May,  21  Vroom  ^Ridgewood  Township  et  als.  v.  Coe, 

50.  County  Collector,  November  (1899)  Term, 

■'  Englewood  v.  Hopper,  25  Vroom  544.  Supreme  Court  N.  J. 
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taxes,  within  any  such  city,  ward  or  township.^  The  taxes  levied  by 
such  committee  shall  be  valid,  notwithstanding  they  may  be  assessed 
or  levied  by  said  committee  prior  or  subsequent  to  the  time  fixed  by 
existing  laws^  and  shall  be  collected,  enforced  and  received  by  the  ap- 
propriate officer  or  officers  of  the  city,  ward  or  township  wherein  such 
vacancy  existed  in  the  same  manner  and  according  to  the  laws  in 
force  for  the  collection  of  other  taxes  therein. 2 

95.  Non-Attending  Assessors. — If  an  assessor  is  unable  to 
attend  the  meeting  of  the  county  board  as  aforesaid,  he  is  required  to 
send  his  duplicate,  with  the  affidavit,  and  in  case  any  assessor  neglects 
to  attend,  or  to  produce  or  send  his  duplicate  and  affidavit,  the  ma- 
jority of  the  assessors  shall  estimate  the  value  of  the  property  liable 
to  assessment  in  the  township  or  ward  of  the  absent  assessor  to  the 
best  of  their  information  and  belief.^  If  any  assessor  shall  neglect  to 
attend  at  the  time  and  place  prescribed  by  law  for  the  meeting  of  the 
assessors  of  any  county,  or  shall  neglect  to  produce  or  send  his  dupli- 
cate and  affidavit,  as  required  by  this  act,  then  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  said  assessors  to  inquire  and  ascertain  whether  the  said  assessor 
was  unavoidably  prevented  from  attending  and  producing  or  from 
sending  his  said  duplicate  and  affidavit,  and  unless  a  majority  of  those 
met  shall,  by  a  writing  by  them  signed,  excuse  the  said  neglect,  the 
assessor  so  neglecting  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor  and  liable  to  a 
fine  not  exceeding  two  hundred  dollars  for  each  offiense  ;  and  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  board  of  assessors  to  state  in  writing  to  the  prose- 
cutor of  the  pleas  of  the  State  the  name  of  every  assessor  guilty  of 
either  of  the  aforesaid  neglects,  with  the  names  of  the  witnesses  to 
prove  the  same,  to  be  by  him  presented  to  the  grand  jury  of  the 
county.* 

96.  Assessors  to  File  Copies  of  Abstracts  With  County 
Collector  and  State  Comptroller.~It  shall  be  the  duty  of  such 
assessors  at  such  meeting  to  make  out  two  abstracts  of  the  net  value 
of  the  taxable  real  and  personal  property,  designating  the  amount  of 
real  estate  and  personal  property  in  each  township  and  ward,  which 
shall  be  signed  by  every  assessor  present,  and  shall  within  three  days 
be  delivered  to  the  county  collector,  who  shall  forthwith  file  one  of 

1  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3309,  ^  141 ;  P.  L.  1884,  'Gen.  Stat,  p.  3296,  §  72  ;  P.  L,  3866, 

fp.   72;  Eatontown  v.    Monmouth,  22  p.  1078 ;  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3283,  §  9,  act  of 

Vroom  100.  1846. 

'  Gen.  Stat,  p.  3311,  g  148 ;  P.  L.  1895,  *  Gen.  Stat,  p.  3296,  ^  74 ;  P.  L.  1866, 

p.  139.  p.  1078,  §  14. 
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them  and  transmit  the  other  to  the  Comptroller  of  the  State  for  the 
use  of  the  Legislature.^ 

97.  County  Boards  of  Equalization.— Under  a  special  act 
passed  in  1873,2  assessments  in  the  taxing  districts  of  Hudson  county 
are  equalized  and  apportioned  by  a  county  board  of  equalization,  con- 
sisting of  five  members,  appointed  by  the  judges  of  the  Circuit  Court 
for  a  term  of  three  years.  An  act  approved  March  22,  1900,^  pro- 
vides for  a  county  board  of  equalization  of  taxes,  consisting  of  three 
members,  to  be  appointed  by  a  judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
on  application  of  the  board  of  freeholders,  to  supersede  and  discharge 
the  duties  now  imposed  by  law  upon  the  county  board  of  assessors. 
This  act  applies  to  all  counties  except  Hudson,  which  is  already  pro- 
vided with  such  a  board. 

^  Gen.  Stat,  p.  3309,  ^  140  ;   P.  L.  1883,  ^  p^  l.  1873,  p.  794. 

p.  192.  ^P.  L.  1900,  p.  134. 
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98.  Election  and  ftualification  of  Commissioners  of 
Appeal. — In  townships^  and  boroughs 2  the  commissioners  of  appeal 
consist  of  three  members,  elected  by  the  people,  one  new  member  being 
elected  each  year,  at  the  annual  township  or  borough  election  held  on 
the  second  Tuesday  in  March.  The  term  of  office  is  three  years.  In 
villages  incorporated  under  the  act  approved  February  23,  1891,  the 
commissioners  of  appeal  are  elected  at  the  annual  election  for  village 
officers,  for  a  term  of  one  year.^  In  towns*  incorporated  under  the 
act  of  1895,  the  commissioners  of  appeal  are  appointed  by  the  town 
council,  and  hold  office  for  three  years.  In  cities^  the  manner  of 
election  or  appointment  of  boards  of  appeal  is  usually  regulated  by 
the  provisions  of  the  charters  of  such  cities,  or  in  general  acts  relat- 
ing to  cities. 

99.  Power  of  Commissioners  of  Appeal. — In  townships,^ 
towns,^  boroughs*  and  villages,^  commissioners  of  appeal  are  vested 
with  all  the  powers  and  authority  of  commissioners  of  appeal  under 
the  general  tax  act  of  1866  and  the  supplements  thereto.  In  cities 
generally,  boards  of  appeal  have  the  same  power  and  authority  as 
commissioners  of  appeal  under  the  general  tax  act,^^  except  where  the 
charters  of  such  cities  provide  otherwise." 

ip.  L.  1899,  p.  372,  U  %  4-18.  sp.  L.  1897,  p.  294,  I  21. 

2  P.  L.  1897,  p.  285,  \l  2,  4-21.  »Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3739 ;  P.  L.  1895,  p.  341, 

3  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3739,  I  125 ;  P.  L.  1895,       I  1. 

p.  341,  \  1.  i"Gen  Stat.,  p.  3290.  \  55. 

*  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3525,  \  191 ;  P.  L.  1895,  "  In  the  cities  of  Newark  (P.  L.  1866,_ 

p.  218,  I  40.  p.  448,  I  4),  Elizabeth  (P.  L.  1869,  p. 

5  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  501 ;  P.  L.  1892,  pp.  36,  1257),  Phillipsburg  (P.  L.  1875,  p.  586), 
282.  Morristown  (P.  L.  1866,  p    432,  I  18), 

6  P.  L.  1899,  p.  372,  1 18.  and  Rahway  (P.  L  1873,  p.  312,  I  9),  the 
■^  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3505,  ^  88 ;  P.  L.  1889,      assessors  assume  the  powers  of  commis- 

p.  218 ;  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3533,  I  191 ;  P.  L.      sioners  of  appeal. 
1895,  p.  218,  \  40. 
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100.  Time  and  Place  of  Meeting. — In  townships  ^  and  bor- 
oughs 2  the  members  of  the  commissioners  of  appeal  are  required  to 
convene  on  the  fourth  Tuesday  of  November  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
charging the  duties  of  their  office.  They  shall  meet  at  the  usual 
place  of  holding  their  meetings,  at  such  times — when  it  is  not  other- 
wise directed  by  law — as  they  shall  appoint.^  In  boroughs  the  com- 
missioners are  required  to  sit  from  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  until 
five  in  the  afternoon,  or  longer  if  necessary,  to  hear  and  determine  all 
complaints  of  UDJust  taxation.  In  cities  and  towns  the  time  for  the 
meeting  of  boards  of  appeal  in  cases  of  taxation  is  fixed  by  the  pro- 
visions of  their  charters,  and  of  the  acts  under  which  such  cities  and 
towns  are  incorporated.  Under  the  act  approved  March  22,  1881,* 
the  act  of  March  17,  1882,^  and  the  act  of  March  25,  1890,^  city 
councils  have  power  to  fix  and  change  by  ordinance  the  time  of  meet- 
ing of  the  commissioners  of  appeal  in  cases  of  taxation,  where  the 
same  has  been  provided  for  by  charter,  to  such  date  as  they  may  deem 
proper,  and  to  fix  the  time  during  which  the  board  of  appeals  shall 
sit  in  its  official  capacity.  In  the  absence  of  evidence  to  the  con- 
trary, it  is  presumed  that  the  commissioners  met  at  the  time  and  place 
required  by  law/  If  they  meet  at  an  improper  time  or  place,  the 
error  is  cured  by  the  appellants  appearing  before  them  and  not  ob- 
jecting to  their  jurisdiction.* 

101.  Notice  of  Meeting.— The  act  approved  March  28,  1895,^ 
amending  section  eleven  of  the  general  tax  act  of  1866,  requires  the 
collector  to  mail  with  the  tax  bill  a  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of 
the  meeting  of  the  commissioners  of  appeal.  No  further  notice  of 
the  annual  meeting  on  the  day  appointed  by  law  need  be  given  than 
that  which  the  collector  is  required  to  give.  But  if  they  meet  at  any 
other  time,  it  must  be  at  the  usual  place  of  town  meeting  and  with 
eight  days'  notice  of  every  such  meeting  in  writing  under  their  hands, 
which  notices  shall  be  fixed  up  at  six  or  more  of  the  most  public 
places  in  such  township.^^     In   boroughs,  commissioners  of  appeal 

^  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3283,  ?^  8 ;  act  of  1846.  ^  State  v.  Johnson,  1  Vroom  452. 

2  P.  L.  1897,  p.  309,  g  48.  »  gt^te  v.  Thomas,  2  Harr.  160. 

3  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3289,  §  47  ;  act  of  1846.  '■»  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3322,  ^  206 ;  P.  L.  1895, 
*  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3404,  §  544 ;  P.  L.  1881,  p.  739. 

p.  159.  ^°Gen.   Stat.,  p.  3289,  ?i  47;    State  v. 

»Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3407,  §  560 ;  P.  L.,  1882,      Runyon,  12  Vroom  103. 
p.  126. 

«Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3431, 1  682  ;  P.  L.  1890, 
p.  116. 
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shall  give  public  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  such  intended  meet- 
ing, in  any  newspaper  printed  in  the  borough,  if  any  there  be,  and  if 
none,  in  any  newspaper  printed  in  the  county,  if  any  there  be,  at  least 
ien  days  previous  to  such  meeting,  and  by  handbills  posted  in  five  of 
the  most  public  places  in  the  borough.^  All  parties  are  bound  to 
take  notice  of  the  day  appointed  by  law  for  the  meeting  of  the  com- 
missioners of  appeal  in  cases  of  taxation,  but  if  the  commissioners 
meet  at  any  other  time  than  that  appointed  by  law,  such  meeting 
must  be  upon  notice,  and  must  also  be  at  the  place  of  holding  the 
town  meetings,  in  order  to  obtain  jurisdiction  of  the  person  of  the 
assessor ;  and  they  cannot,  therefore,  without  such  notice,  alter  the 
assessment.^  In  the  absence  of  some  statutory  requirement  of  giving 
notice  in  a  particular  manner  to  the  individual  taxed  of  the  assessment 
against  him,  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  meeting  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  appeal,  by  advertisement  set  up  according  to  the  statute,  is 
sufficient  notice  of  the  assessment  and  of  the  time  and  place  for  hear- 
ing objections  to  make  the  imposition  lawful.* 

102.  When  Assessments  May  be  Reduced. — When  any 
person  or  corporation,  thinking  himself  or  itself  aggrieved  by  his  or 
its  assessments,  shall  appeal  to  the  commissioners,  such  commissioners, 
after  due  examination  of  the  facts  and  consideration  of  the  case,  shall 
give  such  judgment  as  shall  be  agreeable  to  the  principles  of  justice, 
and  shall  render  the  same  within  three  days  after  the  hearing  of  the 
said  appeal.*  The  commissioners  cannot  remit  assessments  to  persons 
who  have  not  appealed,  and  they  must  deal  with  the  individual  tax- 
payers, and  not  with  the  assessment  in  gross.^  In  case  any  inhabitant 
of  the  township  or  ward  shall  refuse  to  swear  or  affirm  and  answer 
to  all  the  particulars  of  his  property  when  required  by  the  assessor, 
and  in  case  such  inhabitant  cannot  be  found  by  the  assessor  after  a 
diligent  effort,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  assessor  to  estimate 
his  property  at  the  highest  value  he  has  reason  to  suppose  it  may 
be  placed  ;  and  in  case  the  person  assessed  shall  appeal  to  the  commis- 
sioners of  appeal,  they  shall  not  reduce  the  estimate  if  it  shall  appear 
that  the  person  appealing  had  refused  to  be  sworn  or  affirmed,  or  to 
answer  to  proper  questions  respecting  the  particulars  of  his  estate  and 
of  his  debts,  or  had  absented  himself  for  the  purpose  of  evading  the 

^  P.  L.  1897,  p.  309,  l  48.  *  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3289,  g  49 ;  act  of  1846. 

-  Nixon  V.  Rumple,  1  Vroom  58.  ^  State  v.  Perrine,  5  Vroom  254. 

*  Vail's  Ex'rs  v.  Eunyon,  12  Vroom  98. 
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assessor,  nor  unless  he  shall  satisfactorily  prove,  by  his  own  oath  or 
affirmation,  or  otherwise,  what  was  the  true  value  of  all  of  his  tax- 
able property ;  'provided^  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  con- 
strued to  prevent  the  said  commissioners  of  appeal  from  increasing 
the  valuation  made  by  the  assessor,  if  it  shall  satisfactorily  appear 
that  the  same  ought  to  be  increased.^ 

103.  When  Assessments  May  be  Increased.— When  any 
person  or  persons,  body  politic  or  corporate,  shall  be  assessed  at  too 
low  a  rate,  or  be  omitted  in  the  assessment,  it  shall  be  lawful,  upon 
complaint  made,  for  the  commissioners  of  appeal  in  cases  of  taxation, 
after  five  days'  notice  in  writing  to  the  party  interested  by  the  party 
complaining,  and  after  due  examination  of  the  facts  and  consideration 
of  the  case,  to  make  such  addition  to  the  assessment  as  shall  be  agree- 
able to  the  principles  of  justice;  and  the  judgment  of  the  said  com- 
missioners shall  be  rendered  within  ten  days  after  the  making  of  said 
complaint.^  The  five  days'  notice  above  required  need  not  be  served 
personally  upon  the  party  interested.  Personal  service  is  not  indis- 
pensable. Service  may  be  made  upon  the  party's  agent,  when  such 
agency  involves  the  duty  of  communicating  the  fact  of  such  notice  to 
the  principal.^  It  is  also  made  the  duty  of  the  collector  of  taxes, 
when  so  required  by  the  governing  body  of  the  municipality,  to  notify 
any  individual  or  corporation  who  in  the  opinion  of  said  governing 
body  have  been  assessed  at  too  low  a  rate,  or  have  been  omitted  in  the 
assessment,  that  complaint  will  be  made  to  the  commissioners  of  ap- 
peal in  cases  of  taxation,  and  the  said  collector  shall,  at  least  ten  days 
before  the  time  of  meeting  of  the  said  commissioners,  deliver  to  said 
individual,  or  leave  at  his  dwelling-house,  or  deliver  to  the  president, 
cashier,  treasurer,  clerk  or  secretary,  or,  if  no  such  officer  can  be  found, 
to  any  director  of  the  corporation,  or  leave  at  the  place  of  business  of 
such  corporation,  a  notice  in  writing  or  printing  of  the  following  or 

like  tenor,  viz.,  "  To :  You  are  hereby  notified  that  complaint 

will  be  made  to  the  oommissioners  of  appeal  in  cases  of  taxation  at 

. ,  on next,  that  you  have  been  assessed  at  too  low  a  rate 

(or  omitted  to  be  assessed),  to  the  end  that,  after  due  examination  of 
the  facts,  such  addition  may  be  made  to  your  taxes  as  shall  be  right 

iQen.  Stat.,  p.  3294,  §  68;  P.  L.  1866,  'Cooper  v.  De  Bow,  17  Vroom  218; 

p.  1078.  State  v.  Receiver  of  Newark,  4  Vroom 

2  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3290,  I  57  ;  P.  L.  1848,  183 ;  5  Vroom  489. 
p.  230. 
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and  proper  according  to  law,"  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  collector 
to  attend  before  said  commissioners  of  appeal  and  to  present  the  com- 
plaintSj  and  to  sabpcena  all  proper  and  necessary  witnesses  and  pay 
them  their  fees,  and  he  shall  receive  out  of  the  public  money  two  dol- 
lars for  every  day  he  shall  so  attend.^  The  service  required  to  be 
made  by  such  collector  cannot  be  made  upon  the  tenant  of  the  inter- 
ested party,  especially  when  there  is  no  evidence  that  such  interested 
party  has  appointed  his  tenant  as  his  agent  for  the  purpose.*  Com- 
missioners of  appeal  can  only  make  an  addition  to  an  assessment  for 
taxes  by  a  strict  compliance  with  the  terms  of  the  law.  They  exer- 
cise a  special  power,  and  no  principle  is  better  settled  than  that  com- 
missioners, or  other  persons  exercising  a  special  power,  must  show  on 
the  face  of  their  proceedings  that  they  have  pursued  strictly,  by  the 
authority  vested  in  them,  the  statute  under  which  they  act.  They 
must  receive  the  complaint,  must  be  satisfied  that  the  proper  notice  in 
writing  has  been  served  upon  the  party  interested  by  the  party  com- 
plaining, must  examine  the  facts  and  consider  the  case,  and  must 
render  their  judgment  within  ten  days  after  the  complaint  was  made. 
A  failure  to  comply  with  any  one  of  these  requirements  renders  the 
whole  proceeding  void.^  If  other  lands  in  the  township  are  assessed 
much  below  their  value,  it  is  no  ground  for  setting  aside  an  assess- 
ment made  upon  a  correct  valuation ;  but  the  remedy  of  the  latter  is 
to  appeal  from  his  assessment,  and  at  the  same  time  apply  to  the  com- 
missioners of  appeal  to  raise  such  assessments  as  may  be  too  low.* 
Under  a  provision  authorizing  the  commissioners  to  increase  the  as- 
sessment where  the  taxpayer  has  been  assessed  at  "  too  low  a  rate," 
they  may  add  to  the  assessment  taxable  property  entirely  omitted  by 
the  assessor.®  When  commissioners  of  appeal  make  an  additional 
assessment  and  assess  persons  for  property  not  owned  by  them  at  the 
time,  such  additional  assessment  will  be  set  aside.^  No  increase  of 
valuation  can  be  legally  made  without  notice.^ 

^  Gen.  Stat,  p.  3299,  ^  81 ;  P.  L.  1866,  ^  Mutual    Insurance    Co.    v.    Utter,  4 

p.  1078,  I  21.  Vroom  188 ;  5  Vroom  494. 

'State  V.  Drake,  4  Vroom  194.  ^Hudnut  v.  Murphy,  2  Vroom  288. 

^Statev.  Warford,  3  Vroom  209.  '^  Perrine    v.   Parker,   5   Vroom    352; 

*  State  V.  Randolph,    1    Dutch.  427;      Paulison  z;.  Taylor,  6  Vroom  184. 
Paulison  v.  Taylor,  6  Vroom  184,  189  ; 
Wharton  v.  Koster,  9  Vroom  308 ;  Maxin 
■V.  Seguoine,  24  Vroom  339. 
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104.  Assessing  Omitted  Property. — Under  the  act  approved 
March  24, 1890/  and  the  amendment  to  said  act  approved  March  23, 
1900,^  it  is  provided  that  where  in  any  city,  village,  borough,  town- 
ship or  other  municipal  corporation  of  this  State,  the  assessor  has 
neglected  or  omitted  to  assess  for  taxes  for  the  current  fiscal  year  of 
such  city,  village,  borough,  township  or  other  municipal  corporation,^ 
property  in  such  municipality  which  is  liable  to  taxation,  or  where 
such  assessor  or  assessors  has  or  have  or  may  hereafter  assess  such 
property  which  is  liable  to  taxation  at  too  low  a  valuation,  or  may 
neglect  or  omit  to  assess  the  same  (or  where  property  may  come  inta 
the  hands  of  any  executor,  administrator  or  trustee  after  the  time 
when  the  tax  should  have  been  assessed  and  before  such  taxes  are 
paid),^  and  the  commissioners  of  appeal  in  cases  of  taxation  have  met 
and  adjourned  without  having  received  complaint  of  any  such  neg- 
lect, valuation  or  omission,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  city  council, 
board  of  aldermen,  township  committee  or  other  governing  body  of 
such  city,  village,  borough,  township  or  other  municipal  corporation, 
or  the  corporation  attorney  thereof,  to  file  with  the  commissioners  of 
appeal  a  complaint  in  writing,  setting  forth  the  property  so  omitted 
or  neglected  to  be  assessed,  or  which  has  or  may  be  assessed  at  too 
low  a  valuation,  and  the  name  or  names  of  the  owner  or  owners  of 
such  property,  if  known,  and  requesting  such  commissioners  to  con- 
vene and  take  such  action  thereon  as  may  be  authorized  by  this  act  or 
in  any  other  statute  of  this  State ;  'provided,  that  complaint  of  such 
neglect,  valuation  or  omission  shall  be  filed  with  said  commissioners 
within  one  year  from  the  time  that  such  taxes  become  or  should  be- 
come a  lien.  Within  five  days  after  receiving  such  complaint  the 
said  commissioners  of  appeal  shall,  in  writing,  under  their  hands, 
designate  the  time  and  the  place  when  and  where  the  said  commission- 
ers will  meet  to  consider  the  matters  embraced  in  such  complaint,  said 
time  to  be  not  more  than  twenty  days  after  the  time  of  receiving  such 
complaint,  and  shall,  within  the  time  aforesaid,  file  such  written  desig- 
nation with  the  clerk  of  the  city,  village,  borough,  township  or  other 
municipal  corporation.  Such  clerk  shall,  immediately  after  the  filing^ 
with  him  of  the  written  designation  aforesaid,  give  public  notice  of 
the  time  and  place  and  of  the  object  of  the  meeting  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  appeal,  by  posting  written  or  printed  notices  thereof  in  at 

1  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3129  ;  P.  L.  1890,  p.    ^  p  l  1900,  p.  294. 
108.  '  P.  L.  1900,  p.  294. 
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least  six  of  the  most  public  places  in  said  city,  village,  borough,  town- 
ship or  other  municipal  corporation,  or  by  publishing  such  notice  in 
a  newspaper  printed  and  published  or  circulating  in  such  city,  village, 
borough,  township  or  other  municipal  corporation,  at  least  eight  days 
prior  to  the  time  and  place  appointed  for  such  meeting,  and  shall  also 
cause  to  be  served  copies  of  such  notices  upon  the  owner  or  owners 
of  such  property,  or  any  part  thereof,  set  forth  on  the  said  complaint, 
personally,  at  least  eight  days  prior  to  the  time  appointed  for  such 
meeting ;  provided,  however,  that  no  assessment  made  under  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act  shall  be  held  to  be  invalid  or  set  aside  for  or  by 
reason  of  any  mistake  in  the  name  or  names  of  such  owner  or  owners. 
At  the  time  and  place  designated  as  aforesaid,  the  commissioners  of 
appeal  shall  meet  and  shall  have  and  exercise  all  the  powers  conferred 
upon  commissioners  of  appeal  in  and  by  the  act  entitled  "An  act  con- 
cerning taxes  "  (Revision),  approved  April  14,  184^,  and  the  several 
supplements  thereto,  and  shall  ascertain  and  determine  whether  or  not 
the  property  mentioned  and  set  forth  in  complaint,  or  any  part  thereof, 
has  not  been  assessed,  or  has  been  assessed  at  too  low  a  valuation,  and 
that  the  same  ought  to  have  been  assessed,  or  differently  assessed,  by 
the  assessor  or  assessors  of  such  city,  village,  borough,  township  or 
other  municipal  corporation,  then  said  commissioners  shall  make  a 
just  valuation  and  assessment  of  taxes  of  and  upon  such  property,  and 
shall  file  the  same  with  the  collector  of  such  city,  village,  borough, 
township  or  other  municipal  corporation.  Any  tax  levied,  assessed  or 
imposed  as  aforesaid  shall  be  a  lien  upon  the  property  upon  which  it 
is  so  assessed  for  the  period  for  which  the  taxes  of  such  city,  village, 
borough,  township  or  other  municipal  corporation  are  made  a  lien  by 
the  laws  governing  the  same,  and  such  tax  may  be  collected  and  the 
payment  thereof  enforced  in  the  manner  provided  by  law  for  the  col- 
lection and  enforcement  of  taxes  therein  ;  and  in  case  any  such  prop- 
erty has  or  may  come  into  the  hands  of  any  executor,  administrator  or 
trustee  after  the  time  when  the  tax  against  such  property  might  or 
should  have  been  levied  and  assessed  by  the  assessor  of  such  munici- 
pality and  before  the  tax  is  paid,  he  or  they  shall  be  liable  for  said 
tax,  and  the  said  tax  shall  be  a  first  lien  on  the  assets  in  his  or  their 
hands,  and  payment  thereof  shall  be  made  from  such  assets  to  the 
collector,  treasurer,  comptroller  or  other  official  entitled  to  receive 
such  tax  on  an  order  or  decree  of  the  Orphans'  Court,  which  order  or 
decree  said  court  shall  make  forthwith,  without  waiting  the  final  set- 
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tlement  of  any  such  estate,  on  petition  of  the  city  council,  board  of 
aldermen,  township  committee  or  other  governing  board  of  any  mu- 
nicipality affected  by  this  act,  or  the  corporation  attorney  thereof,  on 
proofs  that  any  such  tax  has  been  levied,  assessed  and  imposed  pursu- 
ant to  the  act  aforesaid,  and  that  the  same  remains  wholly  or  in  part 
unpaid,  and  that  any  personal  property  affected  thereby  has  come  to 
the  hands  of  such  executor,  administrator  or  trustee,  and  he,  she  or 
they  has  or  have  assets  in  their  hands  and  have  failed  or  refused  to 
pay  the  same  or  any  part  thereof ;  provided^  that  such  executor,  ad- 
ministrator or  trustee  shall  have  such  reasonable  notice  of  such  appli- 
cation and  of  such  order  or  decree  as  the  court  may  prescribe  ;  and  in 
case  any  such  executor,  administrator  or  trustee  shall  fail  or  refuse  to 
comply  with  the  terms  of  said  order,  he,  she  or  they  and  their  sure- 
ties shall  be  personally  liable  for  the  amount  of  said  order  or  decree, 
to  the  extent  of  the  assets  in  the  hands  of  such  executor,  administrator 
or  trustee  which  he  refuses  to  apply  toward  paying  or  satisfying  so 
far  as  possible  such  order  or  decree.^ 

105.  Deductions  for  Debts— When  Allowed. — The  commis- 
sioners of  appeal  may  allow  deductions  from  the  valuation  of  an  appel- 
lant's property  for  debts,  provided  it  shall  be  made  to  appear  to  the 
satisfaction  of  said  commissioners  that  the  individual  assessed  was  pre- 
vented by  sickness  or  other  unavoidable  accident  from  delivering  to  the 
assessor  a  statement  of  such  debts,  under  oath  or  affirmation,  and  of  such 
other  facts  as  are  required  by  law,  and  provided,  such  individual,  or 
any  person  in  his  behalf  having  knowledge  of  the  facts,  shall  deliver 
such  statement  to  the  commissioners  of  appeal,  sworn  or  affirmed  to  be 
just  and  true.  Any  commissioner  of  appeal  who  shall  make  any  de- 
duction for  debts  without  having  first  delivered  to  him  as  aforesaid 
such  statement,  under  oath  or  affirmation,  shall  be  liable  to  indict- 
ment.2  The  privilege  of  a  reduction  depends  upon  the  acts  of  the 
taxpayer,  viz.,  that  of  delivering  the  required  statement,  under  oath 
or  affirmation,  to  the  assessor,  or  leaving  it  at  his  office  or  his  resi- 
dence with  a  proper  person.  Nothing  but  unavoidable  inability  to 
accomplish  such  delivery  will  afford  an  excuse  and  empower  the  com- 
missioners of  appeal  to  entertain  the  application  for  a  reduction.^     If 

^Gen.   Stat.,  p.  3429  ;    P.  L.  1890,  p.  "'State  v.  Merchantville,  9  Vroom  213. 

108  ;  P.  L.  1900,  p.  294. 

'Gen.  Stat,  p.  3298,  ?  80;  P.  L.  1866, 
p.  1078. 
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a  mortgage  debtor  has  obtained  a  deduction  for  a  mortgage  which  has 
been  assessed  against  a  person  who  once  owned  it,  but  who,  previous 
to  the  day  prescribed  by  law  for  commencing  the  assessment,  has  as- 
signed it  to  another  person,  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  commissioners 
of  appeal  by  the  previous  owner  to  remit  such  tax  to  such  previous 
owner,  and  to  cause  at  least  eight  days'  notice  of  a  subsequent  meet- 
ing of  the  commissioners  to  be  served  on  such  assignee,  that  he  may 
appear  before  said  commissioners  and  show  cause  why  such  mortgage 
should  not  be  assessed  to  him.  If  such  previous  owner  does  not  ap- 
peal, he  must  pay  the  tax.^ 

106.  Decisions — Jurisdiction. — The  commissioners  of  appeal 
and  bodies  of  like  powers  are  created  by  statute,  and  it  is  a  general 
principle  of  law,  settled  by  a  long  line  of  decisions,  that  the  acts  of 
such  bodies  must  be  performed  in  the  manner  pointed  out  by  the 
statute;  otherwise,  any  judgments  that  may  be  rendered  by  such 
bodies  will  in  law  be  a  nullity.^  Payment  of  the  tax  on  the  asses- 
sor's valuation  of  property  will  not  deprive  the  tribunal  of  review,  to 
which  an  appeal  is  given  by  statute,  from  discharging  the  duties  im- 
posed upon  it  by  law.^  Such  tribunals  should  show  upon  the  face  of 
their  record  all  facts  necessary  to  give  jurisdiction.*  Although  the 
commissioners  may  have  determined  to  reduce  a  tax,  or  to  increase  it, 
or  let  it  stand  as  fixed  by  the  assessors,  yet  they  may  reconsider  such 
determination  at  any  time  before  it  has  been  publicly  announced.  All 
bodies  possessing  a  judicial  capacity  have  the  competency  to  consult, 
resolve  and  reconsider,  and  they  are  not  bound  by  their  conclusions 
until  such  conclusions  have  been  promulgated  by  their  authority.* 

107.  Oath. — Before  members  of  the  commissioners  of  appeal 
enter  upon  the  execution  of  their  duties,  they  must  make  and  sub- 
scribe to  an  oath  or  affirmation  that  they  will,  to  the  best  of  their 
ability  and  understanding,  faithfully,  justly  and  impartially  execute 
the  duties  of  the  office  to  which  they  have  been  elected.^  The  asses- 
sors and  commissioners  of  appeal  who  shall  examine  any  person 
respecting  the  taxable  property  of  such  persons,  or  of  others,  shall 
administer  an  oath  or  affirmation  of  the  following  or  like  tenor  and 
effect,  viz.,  "  I, ,  do  swear  (or  solemnly  affirm)  that  I  will 

^  Stale  I'.  Snedeker,  13  Vroom  76.  *  Nixon  v.  Rumple,  1  Vroom  58. 

^  Warne  v.  Johnson,  1  Vroom  452.  °Shreve  v.  Crossley,  7  Vroom  725. 

^Association  of  the  N.  J.  Co.  v.  Jersey  ^P.  L.  1899,  p.  374,  §  7. 
City,  21  Vroom  141. 
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true  answer  make  to  all  such  questions  as  shall  be  put  to  me  touching^ 
the  taxable  property  of  myself  (or  of  A.  B.),  and  therein  will  I  speak 
the  truth,  the  whole  truth  and  nothing  but  the  truth ; "  and  if  any 
person  who  shall  be  required  to  swear  or  affirm,  or  testify  concerning^ 
his  or  her  taxable  property,  or  the  property  of  any  person  or  corpo- 
ration, shall,  when  requested  by  any  assessor  or  commissioner  of  ap- 
peal, refuse  to  be  sworn  or  affirmed  and  examined,  he  or  she  shall  be 
deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  liable  to  a  fine  not  exceeding 
two  hundred  dollars.^  Where  vacancy  exists  in  the  office  of  commis- 
sioner of  appeals,  in  townships  or  boroughs,  the  vacancy  is  filled  by 
the  township  committee  or  the  borough  council.2 

108.  Commissioners  May  Subpoena  Witnesses.  —  The 
commissioners  of  appeal  in  cases  of  taxation  have  power,  individually 
and  collectively,  and  it  is  their  duty  to  issue  subpoenas  for  the  attend- 
ance of  witnesses  before  the  commissioners  in  the  hearing  of  appeals, 
which  subpoenas  shall  be  served  as  in  cases  of  subpceaas  for  witnesses 
to  appear  at  the  trial  of  actions  before  courts  for  the  trial  of  small 
causes.  Any  of  the  commissioners  have  power  to  administer  the 
necessary  oath  or  affirmation  to  such  witnesses.^ 

109.  Compensation  of  Commissioners  of  Appeal. — The 
commissioners  of  appeal  in  townships  are  entitled  to  the  sum  of  three 
dollars  per  day  for  every  day  they  shall  have  attended  on  the  hearing 
and  determining  of  appeals.*  In  cities,  towns  and  boroughs  the  com- 
pensation is  fixed  by  ordinance  or  resolution.^ 

110.  Costs  of  Appeal. — All  costs  accruing  on  any  appeal  shall 
abide  the  event  thereof — that  is  to  say,  if  the  appellant  shall  be  dis- 
charged from  the  payment  of  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  said  tax, 
then  the  costs  [are]  to  be  paid  out  of  the  public  money  in  the  hands 
of  the  collector  of  such  township,  by  an  order  signed  by  the  said  com- 
missioners ;  but  if  no  abatement  be  made  in  such  tax,  then  the  cost& 
shall  be  paid  by  the  appellant.^ 

111.  Appellant's  Transcript. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
said  commissioners  to  give  a  transcript  of  their  judgment  to  the  ap- 

»  Gen,  Stat.,  p.  3297,  ?  78  ;  P.  L.  1866,  *  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3308,  ^  136 ;  P.  L.  1883, 

p.  1078.  p.  29. 

2  P.  L.  1899,  p.  375,  §  8 ;  P.  L.  1897,  p.  ^  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  501,  ^  208  ;  p.  565,  § 
286,  §  4.  141 ;  P.  L.  1897,  p.  294,  ^  22 ;  P.  L.  1899, 

3  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3290,  \  51 ;  act  of  1846 ;  p.  372,  §  28. 

Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3299,  ^  82 ;  P.  L.  1866,  p.  « Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3290,  \  53 ;  act  of  1846. 
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pellant,  in  case  such  judgment  shall  pass  in  his  or  her  favor,  which 
transcript  shall  be  a  sufficient  voucher  to  such  appellant ;  and  the  col- 
lector of  such  township,  in  collecting  the  taxes  of  the  same,  and  every 
other  officer  whom  it  may  concern,  is  hereby  instructed  to  govern 
himself  accordingly.^ 

112.  Penalty  of  Commissioners  for  Neglect. — If  any  of 
the  said  commissioners  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  perform  the  duties 
required  of  him  in  and  by  this  act,  then  he  shall,  for  every  such  neg- 
lect or  refusal,  forfeit  and  pay  ten  dollars,  to  be  recovered,  with  costs, 
by  action  of  debt,  in  any  court  having  cognizance  of  that  sum,  by  the 
clerk  of  the  township  in  which  said  commissioner  resides,  for  the  use 
of  such  township.^ 

1  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3290,  g  50 ;  act  of  1846. 
»  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3290, 1  54  ;  act  of  1846. 
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113.  How  Constituted— Jurisdiction.— The  act  of  1891^ 
provided  for  a  State  Board  of  Taxation  for  the  equalization,  revision 
and  enforcement  of  taxation,  which  should  be  composed  of  three  mem- 
bers, citizens  of  this  State,  appointed  by  the  Governor  by  and  with 
the  consent  of  the  Senate,  for  terms  of  five  years.  Under  the  sup- 
plement approved  May  17,  1894,  the  membership  of  the  Board  was 
increased  to  four,  and  it  was  provided  that  thereafter  no  more  than 
two  members  should  be  of  the  same  political  party.  In  addition  to 
the  hearing  and  determining  of  appeals  of  individuals,  corporations 
and  municipalities  from  tax  assessments  (see  "Appeals  "),  the  acts  re- 
quire the  Board  to  "  keep  a  full  record  of  their  proceedings  ;  said 
Board  shall  have  power  to  make  such  rules,  orders,  regulations  and 
directions  as  they  may  deem  necessary  to  a  faithful  discharge  of  their 
own  duties,  the  duties  of  their  assistants,  and  also  to  secure  the  equali- 
zation, revision  and  enforcement  of  taxation  in  this  State  ;  they  shall 
have  the  power,  in  the  performance  of  any  duties  imposed  by  this  act, 
of  compelling  the  attendance  of  witnesses,  and  to  call  for  and  compel 
the  production  of  books  and  papers,  and  they  may  delegate  such 
power  to  any  member  of  their  Board  authorized  by  them  to  investi- 
gate and  report ;  said  members,  or  any  one  of  them,  shall  have  power 
to  administer  oaths  and  affirmations  to  any  person  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  any  facts  proper  for  them  to  know,  or  to  enable  them 
properly  to  perform  the  duties  of  their  office ;  and  they  may  reduce 
the  statements  of  persons  sworn  to  writing,  and  require  such  persons 
to  subscribe  thereto,  and  may  ex  parte  apply  for  and  obtain  from  any 
justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  an  order  compelling  any  person  to  sub- 
mit to  examination  in  reference  to  such  matters,  and  said  justice  may 
punish  anybody  as  for  contempt  who  shall  disobey  any  order  made  by 
such  justice  in  the  premises  .  *  *  *  when  it  becomes  necessary 
to  direct  an  assessor  or  other  taxing  officer  to  make  a  re-assessment  of 
property  according  to  the  rules  which  said  Board  shall  establish,  it 
shall  do  so,  and  if  such  assessor  or  other  taxing  officer  shall  fail  or 
refuse  to  comply  with  the  order  so  given,  the  Board  shall  have  power 

^  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3344 ;  P.  L.  1891,  p.  189. 
(92) 
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to  appoint  some  other  person  to  make  the  new  assessment,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Board  ;  and  the  assessment  so  made  and  affirmed  by 
the  Board  shall  be  deemed  to  be  the  assessment  of  such  property  for 
the  year."  ^ 

114.  Board  to  Investigate  Methods  of  Local  Assessors 
— To  Make  Annual  Report  and  Recommendations. — It 
shall  be  the  duty  of  such  Board  to  investigate  the  methods  adopted 
by  local  assessors  in  the  assessment  of  real  and  personal  property  in 
this  State,  to  carefully  examine  all  cases  where  evasion  of  proper  taxa- 
tion is  alleged,  and  to  ascertain  wherein  existing  tax  laws  are  defective 
or  are  improperly  or  negligently  administered ;  they  shall  annually 
report  to  the  Legislature,  particularly  specifying  any  means  or  prac- 
tices or  devices  used  for  the  evasion  of  proper  taxation ;  they  shall 
annually  submit  to  the  Legislature  such  recommendations  as  they  may 
find  necessary  to  prevent  the  evasion  of  just  and  equal  taxation.^ 

115.  Board  to  Direct  Assessors  to  Assess  Land  Sepa- 
rate From  Improvements. — Where  said  Board  shall  deem  it 
necessary,  in  order  to  obtain  a  correct  assessment  of  property  in  any 
city  of  this  State,  they  may,  by  rule,  direct  that  the  assessor  or  other 
taxing  officer  shall,  from  actual  view  and  from  the  best  sources  of 
information  within  his  reach,  determine  the  true  value  of  each  lot  and 
tract  of  real  estate  in  his  district,  without  the  buildings  and  improve- 
ments, and  shall  note  the  same,  and  shall  determine  and  note  sepa- 
rately the  true  value  of  every  house  and  other  buildings  or  structures 
worth  over  one  hundred  dollars,  and  the  whole  shall  be  added  and 
carried  out  as  the  value  of  such  lot  or  tract ;  in  cities  where  said 
Board  shall  direct  the  land  and  buildings  to  be  so  separately  valued, 
the  receipt  given  for  the  payment  of  the  tax  on  such  property  by  the 
collector  or  other  taxing  officer  charged  with  the  collection  of  such 
tax,  shall  contain  a  statement  of  such  separate  valuations ;  said  Board 
may,  by  rule,  direct  that  each  assessor  shall  enter  in  his  books  the 
number  of  acres  of  arable  land,  the  number  of  acres  of  meadow  and 
pasture  land,  the  number  of  acres  of  woodland,  and  the  number  of 
acres  of  uncultivated  upland  and  swamp  land  in  each  tract  as  near  as 
may  be.^  Rule  X.  of  the  State  Board  of  Taxation  carries  this  provi- 
sion into  effect. 

^  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3344,  g  286 ;  P.  L.  1891,    ^  Qen.  Stat,  p.  3345, 1  288  ;  P.  L.  1891,- 
p.  189,  I  3.  p.  189,  I  3. 

'  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3347,  I  297 ;  P.  L.  1891, 
p.  189. 
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116.  Appeals  of  Individuals  and  Corporations. — The  act 
of  1891^  provides,  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  State  Board  of  Tax- 
ation to  meet  on  the  first  Monday  of  July,  and  from  time  to  time  as 
they  shall  deem  proper,  having  regard  to  the  tax  laws  of  different 
localities  of  each  year,  for  the  purpose  of  hearing  the  complaints  of 
any  taxpayer  respecting  the  taxes  assessed  against  him  or  in  respect  to 
his  or  their  property  •  *  *  *  and  any  taxpayer  feeling  himself 
or  itself  aggrieved  by  the  assessment  of  taxes  assessed  against  him  or 
it,  in  respect  to  his  or  its  property,  or  the  action  of  any  board  of  tax 
review  or  commissioners  of  appeal,  *  *  *  may,  within  such 
time  as  said  State  Board  shall  by  rule  prescribe,  file  a  petition  of 
appeal  to  the  State  Board  of  Taxation,  setting  forth  therein  his  or  its 
cause  of  complaint,  and  asking  the  relief  which  he  or  it  desires,  and 
the  State  Board  of  Taxation  shall  proceed  summarily  to  hear  and 
dispose  of  such  complaints;  and  the  said  State  Board  of  Taxation 
shall  make  such  order  respecting  the  procedure  in  such  case  as  to  them 
shall  seem  just ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  State  Board  of  Taxa- 
tion to  hear  and  determine  such  complaints,  and  to  revise  and  correct 
the  taxes  assessed  against  such  complaining  taxpayers,  *  *  * 
and  the  assessment  so  corrected  and  determined  by  said  State  Board  of 
Taxation  shall  be  final  and  conclusive ;  such  corrected  rate  of  assess- 
ment shall  be  certified  by  said  Board  to  the  collector  of  the  taxing 
district  where  such  property  is  taxable,  and  shall  be  collected  in  the 
same  manner  as  other  taxes  in  said  taxing  district  are  collected.*  In 
the  case  of  the  City  of  Elizabeth  v.  New  Jersey  Jockey  Club,  re- 
ported in  34  Vroom  515,  the  court  decided  that  in  appeals  brought 
before  the  State  Board  of  Taxation,  the  decision  of  the  State  Board 
was  final  so  far  as  facts  were  concerned,  and  could  only  be  set  aside 
for  error  of  law. 

iGen.  Stat.,  p.  3344;  P.  L.  1891,    '  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3346,  g  293 ;  P.  L.  1891, 
p.  189.  p.  189. 
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117.  Appeals  to  State  Board— How  and  When  Filed. — 
The  rules  of  the  State  Board  of  Taxation  provide  that  ail  complaints 
of  individuals  or  corporations  shall  be  by  written  petition  of  appeal, 
£led  with  the  clerk  of  the  Board  and  setting  forth  in  brief  form  and 
with  clearness  his,  her  or  its  cause  of  complaint,  and  asking  the  relief 
which  he,  she  or  it  desires.  Such  petition  shall  be  verified  by  the 
oath  of  the  complainant,  and  if  a  corporation  is  the  complainant,  by 
the  oath  of  its  president,  vice  president,  secretary,  treasurer  or  other 
officer  or  agent.  When  a  taxing  district  is  the  complainant  the  peti- 
tion of  appeal  need  not  be  verified,  but  only  signed  by  its  attorney  or 
other  officer.  The  complainant  filing  a  petition  of  appeal  must  serve 
a  copy  of  such  petition  upon  the  attorney  or  clerk  of  the  taxing  dis- 
trict in  which  the  property  is  assessed,  on  or  before  filing  the  same 
with  the  State  Board  ;  and  he  shall  file  with  the  State  Board  evidence 
of  such  service.  By  act  approved  March  11, 1895,  it  is  provided  that 
all  petitions  to  the  State  Board  of  Taxation  shall  be  filed  on  or  before 
the  first  day  of  April  next  following  the  assessment  or  levy  of  taxes 
appealed  from.^  This  is  repealed  by  implication  by  the  act  of  March 
28,  1895,  under  which  the  State  Board  has  "power  to  review  and 
correct  the  action  of  the  local  assessors  or  other  taxing  officers,  and  of 
all  boards  of  tax  review,  by  reducing  such  assessment ;  such  review 
and  reduction  may  be  made  of  any  assessment  hereafter  to  be  made, 
or  any  assessment  which  shall  have  been  made  within  one  year  before 
the  filing  of  the  complaint  for  the  review  and  reduction  of  the  same."  ^ 

118.  How  and  When  Heard. — Complainants  may  appear  by 
attorney,  agent  or  in  person.  Petitions  of  appeal  shall  be  heard  in 
the  order  of  time  in  which  the  same  shall  be  filed  with  the  clerk,  ex- 
cepting those  of  taxing  districts  or  counties,  which  shall  have  prefer- 
ence over  those  of  individuals  or  corporations.  All  such  appeals 
shall  be  heard  summarily  by  the  State  Board,  and  the  complainant 
shall  produce  at  the  hearing  such  evidence,  documentary  or  otherwise, 
as  will  show  the  injustice  complained  of,  and  particularly  the  assessed 
value  of  similar  property  similarly  situated  in  the  same  locality,  if 
any.     Rules  of  State  Board  of  Taxation. 

119.  State  Board  May  Decrease  or  Increase  Assess- 
ments.— The  State  Board  of  Taxation  shall  have  power,  on  com- 
plaint of  any  owner,  to  decrease  the  assessment  made  upon  his  prop- 

iGen.  Stat.,  p.  3348,  ^  308 ;  P.  L.  1895,  ^  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3349,  §  316 ;  P.  L.  1895, 
p.  259.  p.  760,  I  1. 
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erty,  where  in  their  judgment  injustice  has  been  done,  or  where  it  is 
necessary  to  secure  uniform  or  true  valuation.^  When  the  said  Board 
has  reason  to  believe  that  property  is  assessed  at  too  low  a  figure  to  be 
consistent  with  uniformity  and  true  valuation,  they  shall  have  power 
to  increase  the  said  assessment  to  the  correct  valuation. 2 

120.  Interest  on  Corrected  Assessments.— Under  the  act 
of  1895^  assessments  reviewed  by  the  State  Board  of  Taxation  bear 
interest  from  the  time  fixed  by  law  under  which  said  assessments  were 
originally  made  and  levied  until  paid,  upon  the  amount  so  fixed  and 
determined  by  the  State  Board  of  Taxation.^  This  act  repeals  by  im- 
plication the  act  approved  March  11,  1895,  providing  that  parties  or 
corporations  whose  assessment  shall  be  reduced  shall  have  thirty  days 
to  pay  such  reduced  assessment  without  additional  charge  for  interest 
or  penalties.  The  phrase  "  date  of  levy  and  assessment "  means  the 
time  fixed  by  law  for  the  delivery  of  the  duplicate  to  the  collector.* 

121.  Referred  Causes. — Any  cause  or  other  matter  may  be 
referred  by  the  Board,  at  its  discretion,  to  some  suitably  qualified 
person  before  whom  testimony  may  be  taken  in  writing,  and  in  such 
cases  each  party,  the  complainant  first  and  then  the  defendant,  shall 
proceed  to  take  and  complete  the  testimony  on  his  part,  before  such 
person  qualified  to  administer  an  oath,  by  sessions  continued  from  day 
to  day,  on  proper  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  commencing  the 
same,  which  notice  shall  be  served  at  least  two  days  before  the  day 
appointed  for  taking  the  examination.  The  time  for  taking  testimony, 
and  the  time  at  which  the  testimony  must  be  closed  and  returned  to 
the  State  Board  of  Taxation,  will  be  fixed  by  the  State  Board  in  each 
case  on  application  or  otherwise,  and  the  time  for  taking  testimony 
above  limited  shall  not  be  extended  except  by  order  of  the  Board,  or 
a  member  thereof,  made  upon  notice.  Documentary  evidence  may  be 
ofiered  as  exhibits  or  admitted  by  consent  of  the  parties  or  produced  by 
order  of  the  Board.  Application  to  have  a  cause  referred  may  be  made 
to  the  Board  at  any  session  thereof,  or  in  writing  to  the  Board,  addressed 
to  the  clerk  at  Trenton.     Rule  VIII.,  State  Board  of  Taxation. 

122.  Appeals  of  Taxing  Districts.— Any  taxing  district  feel- 
ing itself  aggrieved  by  the  action  of  any  board  or  boards  of  equaliza- 
tion, may,  within  such  time  as  the  State  BDard  of  Taxation  may 

1  Gen  Stat.,  p.  3344,  ^  286 ;  P.  L.  1891,  *  Gen,  Stat.,  p.  3348,  §  310 ;  P.  L.  1895, 

p.  187.  p  260. 

■'Gen.  Stat,  p.  3348,  §  306.  ^Met.    Life  Ins.    Co.   v.   Newark,  33- 

^  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3349 ;  P.  L  1895,  p.  760.  Vroom  74. 
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prescribe,  file  a  petition  of  appeal  to  the  State  Board  of  Taxation, 
setting  forth  its  cause  of  complaint,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
State  Board  of  Taxation  to  hear  and  determine  such  complaints  and 
to  revise  and  correct  the  determination  of  such  county  board  of  equal- 
ization by  fixing  the  amount  each  taxing  district  shall  raise,  in  just 
proportion  according  to  the  true  value  of  taxable  property  therein ; 
and  the  assessment  so  corrected  and  determined  by  the  State  Board  of 
Taxation  shall  be  final  and  conclusive ;  such  corrected  rate  of  assess- 
ment shall  be  certified  by  said  Board  to  the  collector  of  the  taxing 
district  where  such  property  is  taxable,  and  shall  be  collected  in  the 
same  manner  that  other  taxes  in  said  taxing  district  are  collected.^ 
Petitions  of  appeal  of  taxing  districts  need  not  be  verified,  but  only 
signed  by  the  attorney  or  other  officer.  Appeals  of  this  kind  have 
preference  in  hearing  over  those  of  individuals  or  corporations.^ 

123.  Practice  on  Appeals  of  Taxing  Districts. — Under 
the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  the  Court  of  Errors  and 
Appeals  in  the  case  of  The  Inhabitants  of  the  Township  of  East 
Brunswick  v.  The  Mayor  and  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  New 
Brunswick,  which  was  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  State  Board 
of  Taxation  in  that  case,  the  writ  of  certiorari  being  dismissed  by  the 
Supreme  Court  and  affirmed  by  the  Court  of  Errors  and  Appeals,  the 
correct  practice  in  this  class  of  appeals  is  as  follows :  ^^ First,  To  file 
an  appeal  (which  need  not  be  verified)  with  the  State  Board  of  Taxa- 
tion, in  compliance  with  the  rules  of  the  Board,  and  serve  a  copy  of 
such  appeal  upon  all  the  taxing  districts  in  that  county,  thus  bring- 
ing all  the  taxing  districts  of  the  county  before  the  Board.  Second. 
Prove  by  inspection  of  all  the  duplicates,  the  total  amount  or  value 
of  all  the  property  in  the  taxing  districts  as  returned  by  the  assessors 
in  their  duplicates ;  the  amount  of  county  and  State  school  tax  each 
taxing  district  is  required  to  raise  on  the  value  of  the  property  re- 
turned by  the  assessors.  Third,  The  percentage  of  value  [which] 
the  amount  of  property  returned  by  the  assessor  of  each  taxing  dis- 
trict, as  shown  by  the  duplicate,  bears  to  the  true  value  of  all  the 
taxable  property  in  each  taxing  district.  The  latter  point  is  easily 
and  readily  shown  by  a  comparison  of  the  assessed  value  of  individual 
pieces  of  property  with  their  ascertained  true  or  cash  value.  With 
these  facts  proven  before  the  State  Board  of  Taxation,  the  equalized 

^  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3346,  ^  293 ;  P.  L.  1891,  » Kules  of  State  Board  of  Taxation, 

p.  189,  ^  8. 
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value  of  the  county  and  State  school  tax  for  each  taxing  district  in 
that  county  can  be  ascertained  or  calculated  by  the  following  mathe- 
matical proportion  or  equation,  thus :  Raise  the  returned  total  value 
of  each  taxing  district  to  its  true  or  cash  value.  This  may  be  done 
as  follows :  If  there  are  ten  taxing  districts,  the  total  value  as  re- 
turned by  the  assessors  is  one  hundred  dollars  for  each  taxing  district, 
which  are  ascertained  to  be  assessed,  respectively,  at  one  hundred  per 
cent.,  ninety  per  cent.,  eighty  per  cent.,  seventy  per  cent.,  sixty  per 
cent.,  fifty  per  cent.,  forty  per  cent.,  thirty  per  cent.,  twenty  per  cent, 
and  ten  per  cent,  of  the  true  value. 


1. 

Eeturnedat$100,  which  is  true  value 

$100 

2. 

"          "                  "    90%  true  value 

j,100Xi^  — 1,000-^-90=   1H%.. 

111 

3. 

«    80% 

100 X  M  ==  2,000 -^  80  =  25  %.. 

125 

4. 

«    70% 

100  Xf§  =  3,000 -^- 70=  42f%.. 

142 

5. 

«                 "    60% 

100  XU=--  4,000  ^  60  =  66f  % .. 

166 

6. 

"    50% 

100X1^  =  6,000-^50  =  100  %.. 

200 

7. 

u         u                 »    40^ 

100X1^  =  6,000-^-40  =  150  %.. 

250 

8. 

"         "                 "    30% 

100  X  1^  =  7,000 -J- 30  =  233i%.. 

333 

9. 

«                 "    20^ 

100X1^  =  8,000-^20  =  400  %.. 

500 

10. 

«         "                 "    10% 

100  X  It  =  9,000 -r- 10  =  900  %.. 

1,000 

$2,927 

Then  add  together  the  sum  total  of  the  true  value  of  each  taxing 
district  as  ascertained,  and  divide  the  sum  total  of  the  county  and 
State  school  tax,  as  returned  by  the  assessors,  by  the  sum  total  of  the 
true  value  as  adjudged  or  ascertained,  then  multiply  that  quotient  by 
the  true  value  of  each  taxing  district,  the  result  will  be  the  equalized 
value  or  amount  that  each  taxing  district  will  be  required  to  pay  of 
the  county  and  State  school  tax. 


Assessed  Value 

of  Property 

as  Returned 

by  the 

Assessors. 

$1C0  00 

100  00 

100  00 

100  00 

100  CO 

100  00 

100  00 

100  00 

100  00 

100  00 


Per  Cent. 

Assessed. 

10 
20 
30 
40 
50 
60 
70 
80 
90 


Per  Cent. 
Added. 

11 

25 

42 

66 
100 
150 
233 
40O 
900 


True 
Value. 

$100  00 
111  00 
125  00 
142  00 
166  00 
200  00 
250  00 
333  00 
500  00 

1,000  00 


County  and 

State  School 

Tax  as 

Returned. 

$10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 

10  00 


County  and 
State  School 

Tax  as 
Equalized. 

$3  40 

3  77 

4  25 

4  82 

5  64 

6  80 
8  50 

11  82 
17  (0 
34  00 


11,000  00 


$2,927  00 


$100  00 


$100  00 
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124.  Complaints  of  Counties. — When  complaint  shall  be 
made  in  writing  to  the  State  Board  of  Taxation  by  the  board  of 
<5hosen  freeholders  of  any  county  in  this  State,  or  by  the  common 
council,  board  of  aldermen,  mayor  and  council,  township  committee, 
or  other  governing  body  of  any  city,  town,  borough,  township,  or 
other  like  municipality  in  any  such  county,  alleging  that  injustice  is 
being  done  such  county  or  municipality  by  reason  of  the  taxable  prop- 
erty of  the  county  or  counties  complained  of  being  illegally  under- 
valued or  omitted  by  the  assessors  or  other  taxing  officers  therein,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  State  Board  of  Taxation  to  investigate  the 
assessment  and  valuation  of  property  subject  to  taxation  in  such 
county  or  counties  complained  of,  and  for  the  purpose  of  such  investi- 
gation the  State  Board  of  Taxation  shall  have  the  right  to  use  and 
exercise  all  the  powers  and  process  for  compelling  the  attendance  of 
witnesses  and  production  of  evidence  which  are  now  or  may  hereafter 
be  lawful  for  said  Board  to  exercise  or  use  in  any  other  investigation.^ 
The  result  of  such  investigation  is  filed  by  the  State  Board  of  Taxa- 
tion, and  the  determination  of  the  taxable  value  of  such  county  is 
deemed  to  be  the  true  value  for  the  purpose  of  levying  the  State  school 
tax. 2  For  report  of  State  Board  of  Taxation  under  this  act  in  the 
case  of  the  Board  of  Chosen  Freeholders  of  the  County  of  Somerset 
against  the  County  of  Ocean,  filed  September  21,  1898,  see  eighth 
Annual  report  of  the  State  Board  of  Taxation,  pages  19-23. 

ip.  L.  1898,  p.  107,  gl.  'i*.  L.  1898,  p.  107,  g  2. 
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126.  Election  and  Terms. — In  towns/  townships  2  and  bor- 
oughs,^ the  persons  qualified  to  vote  have  power  to  elect  an  assessor  of 
taxes  at  the  annual  elections.  Each  assessor  so  elected  holds  his  oflfice 
for  the  term  of  three  years.  In  cities  incorporated  under  special  acts, 
the  number  of  assessors,  and  the  methods  of  electing  or  appointing 
them,  are .  governed  by  the  charters  of  such  cities,  or  by  acts  relat- 
ing to  cities  in  general.  In  cities  of  the  first  class  the  assessments  are 
made  (in  the  case  of  the  city  of  Newark)  by  a  board  of  assessment  and 
revision  of  taxes,  consisting  of  five  members  appointed  by  the  mayor 
for  a  term  of  five  years.*  In  Jersey  City,  assessments  are  made  by  a 
board  of  tax  commissioners,  consisting  of  three  members  appointed 
by  the  mayor  for  a  term  of  three  years.*  In  cities  of  the  second 
class  having  a  population  of  not  less  than  fifty  thousand  inhabitants, 
the  assessment  is  made  by  a  board  consisting  of  five  commis- 
sioners of  assessment  of  taxes,  appointed  by  the  mayor  for  a  term 
of  not  less  than  one  year  nor  more  than  five  years.®  This  applies 
to  Paterson,  Camden,  Trenton  and  Hoboken.  In  cities  of  the 
second  class  having  a  population  of  less  than  thirty-five  thousand 
inhabitants,  the  mayor  may  appoint  a  board  of  asseissors,  to  con- 
sist of  one  assessor  for  each  ward,  to  hold  office  for  a  term  of  three 
years.^     This  applies  to  Plainfield  and  Bridgeton.     In  any  city  hav- 

1  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3525  ;  P.  L.  1895,  p.  218 ;  ^  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3448  ;  P.  L.  1893,  p.  425. 

P.  L.  1896,  p.  55 ;  P.  L.  1900,  p.  480,  ^  1.  In  other  second-class  cities,  assessors  are 

In  towns  established  under  act  of  1895  the  appointed  or  elected  under  provisions  of 

common  council  have  power  to  provide  charters,  as  follows :  Elizabeth. — Board  of 

for  a  board  of  assessors,   P.  L.  1899,  p.  241.  assessment  and   revision   of  taxes,  con- 

'P.  L.  1899,  p.  372,  §^  4,  16.  sisting  of  one  member  from  each  ward, 

'P.  L.  1897,  p.  485,  H  2,  4.  elected  for  terms  of  one  and  two  years. 

*P.  L.  1890,  p.  141.  P.  L.  1869,  p.  1257.    New  Brunsunck.— 

^  P.  L.  1889,  p.  189.  One  assessor  elected  by  the  people.    Term 

«P.  L.  1889,  p.  152 ;  P.  L.  1890,  p.  260.  fixed  by  ordinance  at  two  years.    P.  L, 

(100) 
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ing  a  population  of  more  than  fifteen  thousand  or  less  than  thirty 
thousand  inhabitans,  the  mayor  has  power  to  appoint  three  assessors- 
at- large  for  a  term  of  three  years.^  This  has  been  adopted  by  Atlantic 
City  and  the  city  of  Orange.  In  cities  of  the  third  class  the  common 
council  or  governing  body  may  by  ordinance  provide  for  a  board  of 
assessment  of  taxes,  to  consist  of  five  members,  four  to  be  appointed 
hj  the  mayor  for  a  term  of  two  years,  and  the  fifth  to  be  elected  by 
the  voters  at  the  charter  election,  for  a  term  of  three  years.  This 
board  also  supervises  the  levying  of  assessments  for  improvements.2 
This  has  been  adopted  by  the  city  of  Passaic.  The  term  of  office  of 
the  city  assessor  or  other  officer  charged  with  the  assessment  of  taxes 
in  cities  of  the  third  class  is  three  years.^ 

126.  Compensation  and  Fees  of  Assessors. — In  cities  and 
iowns  the  salary  of  assessors  is  fixed  and  regulated  by  statutes  and 
ordinances.  In  townships  *  and  boroughs*  the  yearly  compensation, 
and  the  manner  of  payment  of  such  compensation,  of  assessors  is  fixed 
by  the  township  committee  or  the  borough  council,  which  compensa- 
tion shall  not  be  increased  or  diminished  during  the  term  for  which 
such  officer  was  elected.  The  salary,  when  so  fixed,  is  in  lieu  of  all 
fees,  and  such  fees  or  compensation  shall  thereafter  be  collected  and 
paid  into  the  township  or  borough  treasury.  In  municipalities  where 
no  salary  or  yearly  compensation  is  provided  (under  any  general  or 
special  law),  assessors  are  entitled  to  the  following  fees : 
For  assessing  and  levying  all  the  taxes  assessed  by  them ;  pro- 
videdj  that  no  name  occurring  on  the  duplicate  more  than 

once  be  counted  more  than  as  one  man^ $1.12 

Por  assessing  every  dog  or  bitch^ 05 

For  setting  up  names  and  lists  of  the  owners  of  dogs  assessed, 

.        to  be  paid  out  of  the  moneys  collected  from  tax  on  dogs^.      1.50 

1869,  p.  85 ;  P.  L.  1887,  p.  76.    Bayonne.—  ^Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3450, 1  785  ;  P.  L.  1895, 

One  tax  assessor  appointed  by  board  of  p.  130. 

•councilmen,  to  serve  until  his  successor  *  Township  revision  act,  P.  L.  1899,  p. 

is  appointed.    P.  L.  1872,  pp.  687,  699,  372,  U  30,  32. 

§^  3,  35.    Plainjield.— Board  of  assessors  ^Borough  revision  act,  P.  L.  1897,  p. 

consisting  of  four   members,  one  from  285,  §g  20,  22,  45. 

-each  ward,  appointed  by  the  mayor  for  ^Gen.  Stat ,  p.  3300,  ^  90  ;    P.  L.  1866, 

(term  of  three  yeara.  p.  1078. 

1  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3454 ;  P.  L.  1895,  p.  563.  ^  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  46 ;  P.  L.  1873,  p.  126. 

2  Gen.  Stat,  p.  3434 ;  P.  L.  1890,  p.  327.  ^  Qen.  stat.,  p.  42 ;  P.  L.  1846,  ^  8. 
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For  taking  the  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  per  one  hun- 
dred inhabitants  enumerated^ , $2.00 

For  assessing  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  as  may  be  voted  for 
macadamizing  roads,  in  any  road  section  or  district,  for 
each  name  appearing  on  the  assessor's  duplicate  of  said 
assessment,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  money  so  assessed  and 
collected  2 05- 

For  each  day  actually  engaged  in  assessing  railroad  and  canal 
property  and  making  description  of  the  same  for  the 
State  Board  of  Assessors,  and  such  further  information 
as  said  Board  shall  require  of  them,  to  be  paid  on  the 
warrant  of  the  Comptroller  ^ 3.00 

For  each  marriage,  birth  and  death  returned  to  the  State 
Bureau  of  Vital  Statistics  (to  be  received  from  the  dis- 
bursing officer  of  the  township  in  which  such  assessor 
shall  be  an  officer,  upon  the  production  of  the  certificate 
from  the  medical  superintendent  of  said  bureau.*) 10 

For  keeping  list  of  exempt  property,  with  name  of  owner  or 

owners  of  such  property,*  per  name , 12 

127.  Oath  of  OflElce. — Township  and  borough  assessors  are  re- 
quired, before  entering  upon  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  to  make 
and  subscribe  an  oath  or  affirmation  to  faithfully  and  impartially  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  their  offices,  and  file  such  oath  or  affirmation  with 
the  township  or  borough  clerk.^ 

128.  Vacancies. — In  case  any  two  or  more  persons  at  any  town- 
ship election  have  an  equal  number  of  votes  for  the  same  office,  or 
there  be  a  failure  to  elect  any  officer,  or  a  refusal  by  any  person 
elected  or  appointed  to  any  office  to  accept  the  same,  or  if  any  person 
shall  resign  from  his  office,  or  shall  die  or  remove  out  of  the  town-* 
ship,  or  become  incapable  of  serving,  or  fail  to  take  or  subscribe  the 
oath  or  affirmation  prescribed  by  law  for  his  office,  or  shall  fail  to 
deliver  such  oath  or  affirmation  prescribed  by  law  for  his  office,  or 
shall  fail  to  deliver  such  oath  or  affirmation  to  the  township  clerk 
within  the  time  hereinabove  limited,  or  shall  not  give  such  security  as 
may  be  by  law  required  within  the  time  for  that  purpose  limited, 

^Gen.  Stat.,  p.  366,  §14;  P.  L.  1885,  *  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  2011 ;  P.  L.,  1892,  p  351. 
p.  230.  ^  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3344,  §  289 ;  P.  L.  1891^ 

2  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  2831 ;  P.  L.  1888,  p.  419.  p.  189,  §  4. 

3 Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3324,  l  269;  P. L.  1888,    ^p^  j^   1399^  p,  374^  g  7;  P.  L.  1897,. 

p.  269.  p.  288,  I  8. 
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then  such  office  shall  be  deemed  to  be  vacant,  and  the  township  com- 
mittee shall  forthwith  by  resolution  fill  such  vacancy.^  Where 
vacancies  occur  in  borough  offices,  such  vacancies  shall  be  filled  by 
appointment  for  the  unexpired  terms  only  ;  the  mayor  shall  nominate, 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  common  council,  shall  appoint 
all  officers  directed  to  be  appointed,  including  the  filling  of  vacancies 
in  elective  offices.2 

129.  Additional  Duties  of  Assessors. — In  addition  to  as- 
sessing the  properties  liable  to  taxation  within  his  taxing  district,  the 
assessor  is  required  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  governing  body  of  his 
municipality  and  lay  his  duplicate  before  them,  for  the  purpose  of 
explaining  the  same  and  assisting  the  committee  in  revising,  examin- 
ing and  correcting  such  duplicate  of  assessment.  In  townships  and 
boroughs  this  meeting  is  held  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  July,^  and  in 
cities  and  towns,  where  the  time  is  not  otherwise  fixed  by  charter,  on 
the  third  Tuesday  in  August.*  The  assessor  must  also  attend  the 
meeting  of  the  county  board  of  assessors  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  Sep- 
tember,^ with  his  duplicate  correctly  added,  and  he  must  deliver  a  true 
transcript  or  duplicate  of  the  assessment  to  the  tax  collector  within 
fifteen  days  after  the  meeting  of  the  county  board  of  assessors.** 
When  the  commissioners  of  appeal  meet  it  is  the  duty  of  the  assessor 
to  attend  and  offer  such  reasons  as  he  may  think  proper  in  support  of 
his  assessment.^  On  or  before  the  first  day  of  November,  annually, 
he  is  required  to  forward  to  the  State  Board  of  Taxation  a  list  of  the 
total  amount  of  ratables  and  exempt  property  in  his  taxing  district 
for  that  year.*  When  an  appeal  is  made  to  the  State  Board  of 
Taxation  by  any  person,  corporation  or  taxing  district,  and  the  Board 
shall  direct  a  re- assessment  of  such  person,  corporation  or  taxing  dis- 
trict, the  assessor  is  required  to  make  such  re- assessment  according  to 
the  order  and  in  compliance  with  the  rules  established  by  the  said 
Board.  Township  assessors  are  also  required  to  keep  a  list  of  all 
local  ministers,  magistrates,  physicians,  mid  wives  and  undertakers, 
and  forward  to  the  State  Bureau  of  Vital  Statistics,  before  the  fifteenth 

^  P.  L.  1899,  p.  375,  g  8.  p.  158.     See,  also,  "County  Board  of  As- 

2  P.  L.  1897,  p.  286,  ^^  3,  4.  sessors." 

3  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3321,  ^  202  ;  P.  L.  1895,    ^  Q^n.  Stat.,  p.  3283,  If  5 ;  p.  3309,  H 
p.  457  ;  P.  L.  1897,  p.  292,  ^  16.  140;  P.  L.  1883,  p.  192. 

*  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3301,  1[  93 ;  P.  L.  1867,    ^  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3289,  1[  48 ;  act  of  1846. 
p.  934.  8  Qen.  gtat.,  p.  3349,  Hf  313,  314 ;  P.  L. 

^  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3315,  ^  175  ;  P.  L.  1890,   1895,  p.  26. 
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day  of  each  month,  all  the  certificates  of  marriages,  births  and  deaths,* 
to  take  the  State  enumeration  of  inhabitants  in  every  tenth  year,' under 
act  of  1885.2  Immediately  after  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office, 
or  after  he  shall  have  vacated  or  have  been  removed  from  office, 
the  assessor  retiring  shall  deliver  to  his  successor  all  books  and  papers 
pertaining  to  the  office  of  assessor  or  its  duties,  including  his  field- 
book  and  all  memoranda  concerning  real  or  personal  property  in  his 
taxing  district.' 

130.  Penalties  to  Which  Assessors  Are  Liable.— Section 
seven  of  the  tax  act  of  1846  imposes  a  forfeit  or  penalty  of  thirty-two 
dollars  upon  the  assessor  for  every  neglect  or  refusal  to  perform  any 
services  or  duty  required  by  law.*     Where  any  assessor  shall  neglect 
or  refuse  to  perform  any  duty  or  service  required  of  him  by  law, 
whereby  the  proportion  or  quota  of  any  tax  or  taxes  or  other  sum  of 
money  fixed  and  ascertained  at  any  meeting  of  the  assessors  of  the 
county,  to  be  assessed  and  levied  in  the  township  for  which  he  has 
been  chosen  or  appointed  assessor,  or  any  part  thereof,  shall  not  be 
assessed  as  by  law  directed,  the  deficiency  arising  from  any  such  cause 
shall  and  may  be  recovered,  with  interest  and  costs  of  suit,  against 
such  assessor,  in  an  action  of  debt  or  trespass  on  the  case  in  any  court 
of  competent  jurisdiction,  by  the  board  of  chosen  freeholders  of  the 
county  in  which  such  township  is  situate,  for  the  use  of  said  county ; 
'but  such  recovery  shall  not  affect  the  liability  of  such  assessor  to  for- 
feit and  pay  the  said  penalty  of  thirty-two  dollars  above  mentioned.* 
If  any  assessor  shall  willfully,  or  through  gross  negligence,  omit  to 
make  a  full  and  fair  valuation  of  all  the  real  and  personal  estate  tax- 
able in  his  township  or  ward,  as  required  by  this  act,  within  the  time 
prescribed  by  law,  or  to  make  the  affidavit  prescribed  by  law,  or  to 
deliver  to  the  collector  a  just  and  true  duplicate  as  herein  required,  he 
shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  liable  to  a  fine  not  ex- 
ceeding five  hundred  dollars  for  each  offense ;   and  if  any  assessor 
shall  neglect  to  attend  at  the  time  and  place  prescribed  by  law  for 
the  meeting  of  the  assessors  of  any  county,  or  shall  neglect  to  pro- 
duce or  send   his  duplicate  and   affidavit  as  required  by  this  act, 
then  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  assessors  to  inquire  and  ascer- 

1  Gen.  Stat ,  pp.  2006-2011 ;  P.  L.  1888,  ^  Qen.  Stat.,  p.  3395,  ^  504 ;  P.  L.  1877, 

p.  52 ;  P.  L.  1892,  p.  351.  p.  227. 

'Gen.  Stat.,  p.  366,  ^4;  P.  L.  1885,  *Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3283. 

p.  230.  ^Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3284,  ^  15 ;  act  of  1846. 
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tain  whether  the  said  assessor  was  unavoidably  prevented  from 
attending  and  producing,  or  from  sending  his  said  duplicate  and 
affidavit,  and  unless  a  majority  of  those  met  shall,  by  a  writing 
by  them  signed,  excuse  the  said  neglect,  the  assessor  so  neglecting 
shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor  and  liable  to  a  fine  not  exceeding 
two  hundred  dollars  for  each  offense ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Board  of  Assessors  to  state  in  writing  to  the  prosecutor  of  the  pleas  of 
the  county  the  name  of  every  assessor  guilty  of  either  of  the  aforesaid 
neglects,  with  the  names  of  the  witnesses  to  prove  the  same,  to  be  by 
him  presented  to  the  grand  jury  of  the  county.^  If  any  assessor  in 
any  city,  town  or  township  in  this  State  shall  not  immediately,  after 
the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office,  or  after  he  shall  have  vacated  or 
been  removed  from  office,  deliver  over  to  his  successor  in  office  all  the 
property,  books  and  papers  belonging  to  such  city,  town  or  township, 
or  appertaining  to  such  office  or  its  duties,  including  his  field-book  or 
books  used  during  his  term  of  office,  and  all  memoranda  concerning 
property,  real  or  personal,  in  said  city,  town  or  township  in  this  State, 
or  the  valuations  thereof  used  by  him  during  his  term  of  office,  every 
Buch  assessor  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  on  being 
thereof  convicted  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  not  exceeding  one  thou- 
sand dollars  or  imprisonment  at  hard  labor  for  any  term  not  exceed- 
ing one  year,  or  both,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court.2  For  failure  to 
transmit  the  annual  statement  of  ratables  and  exemptions  to  the  State 
Board  of  Taxation  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  November,  assessors 
are  liable  to  a  penalty  of  fifty  dollars.* 

iGen.  Stat,  p.  3296,  I  74;  P.  L.  1866,    'Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3349,  U   313,  314;  P. 
p.  1078.  L.  1895,  p.  261. 

« Gen.  Stat.,  p.  8395,  g  504 ;  P.  L.  1887, 
p.  227. 
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PROCEEDINGS  FOR  THE  ENFORCEMENT  AND  COLLEC- 
TION OF  TAXES  ON  PERSONAL  PROPERTY  BY 
SALE  OF  GOODS  OR  CHATTELS. 


131.  Issue  of  Warrants. — Under  the  act  of  1846^  collectors 
are  required  to  make  out  a  list  of  the  names  of  delinquent  taxpayers 
and  deliver  the  same  to  some  justice  of  the  peace  of  that  county  on  the 
twentieth  day  of  December  of  each  year.2  It  is  the  duty  of  the  justice 
of  the  peace,  on  receiving  a  list  of  the  names  of  such  delinquents,  to 
administer  an  oath  to  the  said  collector  that  the  moneys  in  the  said  list 
mentioned  had  been  duly  demanded,  or  due  notice  thereof  given  or  left 
at  the  usual  place  of  residence  of  each  delinquent  who  can  be  found,  or 
who  may  then  reside  in  the  said  township,  and  thereupon  to  give  to 
the  said  collector  a  receipt  for  such  list,  certifying  therein  the  names  of 
the  delinquents,  and  the  sums  at  which  they  were  respectively  assessed.* 
It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  justice  of  the  peace  or  any  magistrate  in 
any  city  to  whom  the  return  of  delinquents  shall  have  been  made,* 
within  five  days  after  the  receipt  of  the  list  of  the  names  of  the  delin- 
quents, to  make  out  and  deliver  to  the  collector  of  the  township, 
borough,  town,  city,  district  or  ward  (or  to  any  constable  of  said 
township,  borough,  town,  city,  district  or  ward,  by  request  of  collec- 
tor), a  warrant  or  warrants,  requiring  him  or  them  to  levy  the  tax  so 
in  arrear,  with  costs,  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of 
the  delinquent,  giving  at  least  four  days'  notice  of  the  time  and  place 

^  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3283,  ^  12 ;  act  of  1848.  during  his  term  of  office,  even  though  he 

"^  In  cities  where  the  charter  does  not  be  re-elected  to  the  same  office,  no  return 

otherwise  provide,  the   time  when  the  can  then  be  made  by  him  or  any  other 

collector  of  taxes  shall  make  return  of  person,  and  no  tax  warrants  can  be  issued. 

the  names  of  delinquents  in  the  payment  The  collector,  however,  will  be  held  re- 

of  taxes  in  order  to  the  issue  of  warrants  sponsible  for  such  neglect  of  duty.    State 

for  the  collection  of  taxes  due  from  de-  v.  Lewis,  6  Vroom  330 ;  State  v.  Perrine^ 

linquents,  is  fixed  by  ordinance  by  the  5  Vroom  254. 

common  council  or  board  of  aldermen  of  'KTen.  Stat.,  p.  3284,  §  13;  act  of  1846. 

such  cities.    Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3407,  ^  660 ;  *  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3407,  \  562 ;  P.  L.  1882, 

Camden  v.  Allen,  2  Dutch.  398.     If  a  col-  p.  126. 

lector  fails  to  make  return  of  delinquents 

(106) 
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of  such  sale  by  advertisement  set  up  in  three  of  the  most  public  places 
in  the  township ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  collector  to  pay 
the  tax  for  which  such  warrant  is  issued  to  the  township  collector 
within  forty- five  days  after  the  date  thereof;  and  the  said  warrant 
shall  further  direct  that  if  goods  and  chattels  of  the  delinquent  can- 
not be  found,  or  not  sufficient  to  make  the  money  required,  the  said 
collector  or  said  constable  shall  take  his  or  her  body,  if  to  be  found 
in  the  county,  and  deliver  the  same  to  the  sheriff  of  such  county  or 
his  jailor,  to  be  kept  in  close  and  safe  custody  until  payment  be  made 
of  the  said  tax,  with  costs.^  No  warrant  shall  be  issued  directing  or 
authorizing  the  arrest  or  imprisonment  of  any  person  for  default  or 
delinquency  in  the  payment  of  taxes  on  real  estate.^  An  arrest  under 
a  tax  warrant  is  illegal  unless  the  officer  has  at  the  time  the  warrant 
with  him,  so  that  he  can  exhibit  it  if  required.^ 

132.  Tax  Warrants  to  be  Returned. — The  collector  shall 
return  the  warrant  to  the  justice  who  issued  the  same,  with  a  schedule 
thereunto  annexed,  containing  a  particular  account  of  the  money  by 
him  levied  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of,  or  received  from  each  delin- 
quent, and  in  what  manner  in  other  respects  he  had  executed  the  said 
warrant;  and  the  said  justice  shall,  upon  receipt  of  such  return,  de- 
liver a  copy  of  the  said  warrant  and  return  to  the  township  collector, 
upon  his  application  for  it,  and  shall  return  the  original  warrant,  if 
not  fully  executed,  to  the  constable  (if  such  officer  made  the  return), 
who  is  hereby  commanded  to  proceed  on  and  execute  the  same.*  Tax 
warrants  issued  by  a  city  judge  and  returned  to  the  judge  by  the  col- 
lector, by  virtue  of  a  resolution  of  the  city  council,  are  in  strict  con- 
formity with  the  law.* 

133.  Issue  of  Alias  and  Pluries  Warrants. — In  all  cases 
where  a  tax  warrant  has  been  or  shall  hereafter  be  issued  for  the  col- 
lection of  taxes  in  any  township  of  the  State,  and  the  officer  receiving 
the  same  has  neglected  or  failed  to  execute  or  return  the  same,  or  to 
collect  any  part  of  the  taxes  thereby  directed  to  be  collected  within 
the  time  now  limited  by  law,  the  justice  of  the  peace  who  issued  the 
said  warrant,  or  in  case  of  his  death  or  disability,  or  the  expiration  of 
his  term  of  office,  then  any  other  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  said  county 
shall,  at  the  request  of  the  township  committee  of  the  said  township, 

1  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3284,  |  18;  act  of  1846.  sg^iitij  ^  ciark.  24  Vroom  197. 

» Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3401,  |  533 ;  P.  L.  1879,  *  Gen.  Stat ,  p.  3285,  §  21 ;  act  of  1846, 

p.  123.  <  ^Hetfield  v.  Plainfield,  17  Vroom  111), 


108  NEW  JERSEY  TAX   LAWS. 

issue  alias  or  pluries  warrants  for  the  collection  of  such  taxes  as  shall 
remain  uncollected  under  the  previous  warrant,  which  said  alias  or 
pluries  warrants  shall  be  good  and  effective  for  that  purpose,  and 
shall  be  executed  and  returned  in  like  manner  as  is  provided  in  the 
case  of  original  warrants,  and  shall  be  directed  and  delivered  to 
such  constable  of  said  county  as  the  township  committee  may  desig- 
nate, or  such  special  constable  as  may  be  appointed  by  the  said 
committee  for  that  purpose;  and  such  constable  or  special  consta- 
ble so  designated  or  appointed,  after  giving  bond  with  such  security 
as  the  said  committee  may  direct  and  approve  of  shall,  in  the  execu- 
tion of  said  warrant,  have  the  same  powers  and  perform  the  same 
duties,  and  be  subject  to  the  same  liabilities  and  forfeitures,  and 
receive  the  same  compensation  as  is  now  provided  in  relation  to  the 
township  collectors  of  the  several  townships  in  the  execution  of  war- 
rants for  the  collection  of  taxes.^  The  only  instance  where  a  justice, 
other  than  the  one  who  issues  an  original  tax  warrant,  can  issue  an 
alias,  is  when  a  request  is  made  for  the  issuing  of  the  second  writ  by 
the  township  committee.2  For  issuance  of  alias  or  pluries  warrants 
in  cities,  see  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3311 ;  P.  L.  1886,  p.  235;  in  towns.  Gen. 
Stat.,  p.  3306,  §  124.  For  issuance  in  municipalities  where  no 
statutory  authority  exists  for  the  issuance  of  such  warrants,  see  Gen, 
Stat.,  p.  3318,  §194. 

134.  Tax  Warrants— To  Whom  Directed  and  Delivered, 
— Tax  warrants  issued  for  the  collection  of  delinquent  taxes  in  the 
townships,  cities,  districts  or  wards  of  the  State  must  be  directed  and 
delivered  to  the  collector.^  These  warrants  were  formerly  delivered 
to  the  constables.*  In  municipalities  where  an  officer,  known  as  the 
collector  of  arrears  of  taxes,  has  been  appointed,  such  warrants  must 
be  delivered  to  such  officer.*  Alias  and  pluries  warrants  are  directed 
and  delivered  to  the  collector  of  arrears  (if  there  be  such  an  officer 
therein),  or  to  such  constable  or  other  officer  or  person  as  the  town- 
ship committee,  town  council  or  other  governing  body  may  designate.' 
In  cities  the  common  council  may  at  any  time  revoke  the  designation 
of  any  such  officer  and  designate  another  for  the  like  purpose.^ 

1  Gen.  Stat ,  p.  3302,  g  100 ;  P.  L.  1869,  ^  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3423 ;  P.  L.  1887,  p.  124. 

p.  612.  6  Qen  gt^t.,  p.  3311,  ^  1 51 ;  P.  L.  1886, 

'Midland  Ferry  Co.  r.  Dobbs,  13  Vroom  p.  235;  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3318,  ?  194;  P.  L. 

136.  1893,  p.  349. 

•'  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3304,  ?^  117 ;  P.  L.  1878,  '  Gen.  Stat ,  p.  3407,  ?  562 ;  .P.  L.  1882, 

p.  195.  p.  126. 

*  Gen.  Stat ,  p.  3284,  U8 ;  act  of  1846. 
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135.    Collection    of  Taxes    on    Personal    Property    in 

Cities. — In  cities  the  manner  and  time  for  the  levying  and  collec- 
tion of  taxes  is  provided  for  in  the  charters  of  such  cities,  and  under 
the  act  approved  March  17, 1882,^  the  common  council  or  other  legis- 
lative body  of  any  city  may  fix  by  ordinance  the  time  when  taxes 
shall  become  due  and  within  which  the  same  shall  be  collected  and  the 
date  on  which  the  collector  of  taxes  shall  make  return  of  the  delin- 
quents in  the  payment  of  such  taxes,  in  order  to  the  issue  of  warrants 
for  the  collection  of  taxes  due  from  delinquents,  provided  that  the 
fixing  of  such  date,  time  or  period  shall  not  be  later  than  the  time  of 
taxes  falling  due,  collection  or  return  of  delinquents  as  fixed  by  the 
general  law  in  respect  to  townships.  The  appropriate  officers  of  cities 
have  the  power  and  authority  to  perform  the  like  duties  in  respect  to 
the  collection  of  unpaid  taxes,  and  the  common  councils  and  boards 
of  aldermen  of  such  cities  are  empowered  to  exercise  the  like  authority, 
supervision  and  control  over  the  collection  and  enforcement  of  unpaid 
taxes,  as  the  township  committees  of  townships  are  by  law  empowered 
to  exercise  over  the  assessment,  collection  and  enforcement  of  State, 
school  and  county  taxes,  and  after  the  date  fixed  by  the  common 
council  of  any  city  for  the  return  of  the  names  of  delinquents  in  the 
payments  of  any  taxes,  any  magistrate  to  whom  any  such  return  in 
such  city  shall  have  been  made,  shall  thereupon  issue  his  warrant, 
and  if  required,  shall  issue  from  time  to  time  successive  alias  and 
pluries  warrants,  for  the  collection  of  such  taxes,  to  such  officer  as 
shall  have  been  or  shall  be  designated  by  such  common  council  to 
receive  the  same,  commanding  him  to  collect  such  taxes,  with  the 
interest  and  costs  by  law  chargeable  thereon,  by  levy  and  sale  of  per- 
sonal property,  in  like  manner  as  justices  of  the  peace  in  townships 
are  authorized  by  law  to  issue  warrants  for  the  collection  of  taxes  in 
townships,  and  with  the  like  force  and  effect;  and  such  common 
council  may  at  any  time  revoke  the  designation  of  any  such  officer, 
and  designate  another  for  the  like  purpose,  who  shall  have  the  like 
powers ;  and  the  officer  to  whom  any  such  warrant  shall  have  been 
issued  is  hereby  empowered  and  directed  to  collect  all  taxes  by  such 
warrant  commanded  to  be  collected,  whether  such  taxes  be  for  State, 
county,  municipal  or  other  purposes,  and  to  this  end  he  is  empowered 
and  directed  to  levy  upon  and  sell  personal  property  of  delinquents  as 

^Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3407,  §  560;  P.  L.  1882, 
p.  126. 
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far  as  may  be  necessary  to  collect  the  amounts  due  from  them  respec- 
tively for  such  taxes,  with  the  interests  and  costs  by  law  chargeable 
thereon,  in  like  manner  as  is  required  or  authorized  by  law  in  respect 
to  or  upon  similar  warrants  issued  in  townships.^  The  power  con- 
ferred upon  city  officers  under  the  act  in  respect  to  the  collection  or 
enforcement  of  taxes,  including  the  power  and  duty  of  issuing  war- 
rants therefor,  shall  not  lapse  or  cease  to  exist  by  reason  of  the  expira- 
tion of  their  terms  of  office,  or  by  reason  of  any  vacancy  which  may 
have  arisen  in  the  said  office.  All  such  powers  and  duties  shall,  so 
far  as  the  same  shall  not  have  been  executed  or  performed,  devolve 
upon  the  successor  in  office,  and  be  executed  and  performed  by  such 
successor.2  For  the  collection  of  taxes  on  personal  property  in  cities 
of  the  first  class  and  cities  having  a  board  of  finance,  see  P.  L.  1890, 
p.  510.     See,  also,  act  approved  February  26,  1895. 

136.  Tax  Warrant  to  Sell  Timber.— If  the  tax  which  shall 
be  laid  on  any  unimproved  or  untenanted  land  (land  having  no  visi- 
ble occupant  or  possessor)^  be  not  paid  agreeably  to  law,  or  if  tenanted 
by  any  person  or  persons  (not  the  lawful  proprietor)  who  are  unable 
to  pay  his  or  her  tax  as  aforesaid,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  township 
collector  to  make  return  thereof  to  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county, 
who  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  issue  a  warrant  to  any  con- 
stable of  the  said  county,  commanding  him  to  levy  such  tax  by  dis- 
tress and  sale  of  so  much  of  the  timber,  wood,  herbage  or  other 
vendible  property  of  the  owner,  and  on  the  premises,  as  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  pay  the  same,  with  costs,  in  the  manner  prescribed  above  in 
original  tax  warrants.*  The  constable  to  whom  a  tax  warrant  to  sell 
timber  is  delivered  is  required  to  annex  to  the  names  of  the  several 
delinquents  in  the  advertisements  the  amount  of  tax  and  costs  due 
from  each  of  them  respectively.  He  shall  put  up  notices  of  such  sale 
in  five  of  the  most  public  places  in  the  township  where  the  premises 
are,  at  least  thirty  days  previous  to  the  distress  and  sale,  and  shall  ad- 
vertise the  same  in  a  newspaper  printed  in  the  county  or  circulating 
therein,  at  least  four  weeks  successively,  prior  to  such  sale,  and  shall 
therein  set  forth  the  names  of  the  persons  to  whom  such  tax  is  as- 
sessed, and  the  day  and  the  hour  of  such  sale,  which  sale  shall  be 

'  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3408,  §  563 ;  P.  L.  1882,  '  State  v.  Hoffman,  1  Vroom  346,  347. 

p.  126.  *Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3287,  I  34;  act  of  1846. 

2  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3409,  §  564;  P.  L.  1882, 
p.  126. 
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held  between  the  hours  of  twelve  and  five  o'clock  of  said  day ;  and 
the  constable,  for  his  trouble  and  expense  of  so  advertising  the  same, 
shall  be  entitled  to  an  additional  cost  of  twenty- five  cents  for  each  tax 
over  and  above  the  necessary  expense  of  advertising  as  aforesaid.^ 
^^Although  a  payment  of  taxes  assessed  on  land  may  now  be  enforced 
by  the  sale  of  such  lands,  yet  the  above  method  of  enforcing  the  pay- 
ment of  taxes  on  unimproved  or  untenanted  land  by  sale  of  timber  is 
not  repealed.  Tax  officers  may  use  either  method  for  the  collection  of 
taxes  on  unimproved  land."  2  Even  though  the  real  estate  on  which 
such  timber  stands  is  mortgaged,  and  the  sale  of  the  timber  would 
impair  the  security  of  the  mortgage,  yet  the  mortgage-holder  must 
bear  the  loss  which  ensues.  The  command  of  the  Legislature  is  that 
the  timber  be  sold,  without  any  reservation  of  the  rights  of  others.^ 
It  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  of  any 
timber,  wood,  herbage  or  other  property,  so  as  aforesaid,  to  enter  upon 
the  premises  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  away  the  property  by  him 
purchased,  for  the  space  of  two  months  next  after  the  day  of  sale,  and 
no  longer.* 

137.  Tax  Warrants  Against  Mortgage-Holders. — In  case 
the  taxes  upon  such  mortgages  or  debts  secured  thereby  as  shall  here- 
after be  assessed,  shall  remain  unpaid  for  the  space  of  sixty  days  after 
the  time  appointed  for  the  payment  of  taxes,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
every  city  or  township  collector  to  make  out  a  list  of  the  names  of  the 
delinquents,  classifying  them  according  to  their  residences  in  counties, 
with  the  sums  due  from  them  respectively  for  taxes  upon  mortgages 
held  by  them,  for  which  deduction  has  been  allowed,  thereto  annexed, 
and  shall  deliver  the  same  to  some  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county 
wherein  the  said  delinquents  reside  respectively.  Such  justice  of  the 
peace  shall,  within  five  days  after  the  receipt  of  such  list  as  aforesaid, 
make  out  and  deliver  to  the  constable  or  constables  of  his  county  a 
warrant  or  warrants  requiring  him  or  them  to  levy  the  tax  so  in 
arrear,  with  costs,  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the 
delinquents,  giving  at  least  four  days'  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of 
such  sale  by  advertisement  set  up  in  three  of  the  most  public  places 
in  the  place  where  such  delinquent  resides ;  and  said  warrant  shall 
further  direct  that  if  goods  and  chattels  of  the  delinquent  cannot  be 

^  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3287,  U  35,  36,  37,  38 ;  ^  Morrow  v.  Dows,  1  Stew.Eq.  466,  467. 

P.  L.  1846.  *Gen.  Stat,  p.  3287,  U  37,  38;  P.  L. 

^Newcomb  v.  Franklin  Township,  17  1846. 
Vroom  438. 
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found,  or  not  suflBcient  to  make  the  money  required,  the  constable 
shall  take  his  or  her  body,  if  to  be  found  in  the  county,  and  deliver 
the  same  to  the  sheriff  of  such  county  or  his  jailor,  to  be  kept  in  close 
and  safe  custody  until  payment  be  made  of  the  said  tax  with  costs. 
The  fees  of  the  justice  and  the  constable  are  the  same  as  in  the  case  of 
original  warrants,  and  the  constable  is  required  to  make  return  of  the 
warrant  to  the  justice  who  issued  the  same,  within  sixty  days  after  it 
was  delivered  to  him,  with  a  statement  showing  what  moneys  have 
been  collected  by  him  and  from  whom,  and  shall  return  the  moneys 
collected  by  him  to  the  said  justice.! 

138.  What  Property  Can  be  Levied  Upon.— Tax  warrants^ 
may  be  executed  on  goods  and  chattels  other  than  those  for  which  the 
tax  was  assessed.2  Although  lands  must  be  assessed  in  the  owner's 
name,  yet  if  such  owner  is  delinquent  in  the  payment  of  his  taxes,  he 
may  be  returned  as  delinquent,  and  upon  the  tax  warrant  issued  against 
the  owner  the  tenant's  goods  and  chattels  may  be  seized  and  sold  to 
make  the  taxes  and  costs.^ 

139.  Chattels  Purchased  by  Municipality  at  Tax  Sale. 
— At  the  sale  of  goods  and  chattels  of  delinquent  taxpayers  for  the 
non-  payment  of  taxes,  if  there  shall  be  no  purchaser  or  purchasers  of 
the  said  goods  and  chattels  so  exposed  for  sale,  then  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  any  ofiBcer  of  any  city  or  township  attending  the  sale  so  made  ta 
purchase  the  same  for  the  benefit  of  the  said  city  or  township.* 

140.  Taxes  Not  Debts. — A  tax,  in  its  essential  characteristics, 
is  not  a  debt,  nor  in  the  nature  of  a  debt ;  it  is  an  impost  levied  by 
authority  of  government  upon  the  citizens  or  subjects  for  the  support 
of  the  State.  It  is  not  founded  on  contract  or  agreement,  and  where 
the  statute  provides  a  remedy  for  the  collection  of  taxes  by  distress 
and  sale  of  goods  and  chattels,  or  by  the  sale  of  real  estate,  as  is  the 
case  in  New  Jersey,  the  taxes  must  be  collected  by  the  method  so  pro- 
vided ;  payment  cannot  be  enforced  by  a  suit  at  law  in  the  form  of  an 
action  of  debt.* 

'  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3304,  U  112-116.   P.  L.  » Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3287,  g  33  ;  act  of  184&. 

1876.  p.  160.  *P.  L.  1879,  p.  123. 

' Mullins  V.  Jersey  City,  32  Vroom  135.  ^  Camden  v.  Allen,  2  Dutch.  398. 
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141.  Taxes  a  Lien,  &c. — A  lien  is  the  right  to  have  cer- 
tain designated  taxes  paid  from  a  given  piece  of  property,  against 
which  such  taxes  have  been  assessed.  There  is  no  lien  for  taxes 
except  by  virtue  of  a  statute,  which  must  be  by  express  words  or 
necessary  implication.!  Under  act  approved  May  18,  1898,2  which 
is  a  supplement  to  the  act  approved  April  2, 1888,^  it  is  provided  that 
any  and  all  taxes  which  shall  or  may  hereafter  be  assessed  or  imposed 
against  any  person  or  persons  or  corporations  for  and  on  account  of 
any  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments  or  real  estate,  situate,  lying  and 
being  in  this  State,  together  with  interest  at  twelve  per  centum  per 
annum  thereon  accruing,  and  all  costs,  fees,  charges  and  expenses  in 
relation  to  the  levy,  assessment  and  collection  of  said  taxes,  shall  be  and 
become,  from  and  after  the  twentieth  day  of  December  next  after  such 
assessment,  a  full  and  complete,  first  and  paramount  lien  on  all  lands, 
tenements,  hereditaments  or  real  estate  on  account  of  which  such  levy 
and  assessment  shall  be  made,  and  while  unpaid  shall  remain  such  lien 
for  the  space  of  two  years  from  the  twentieth  day  of  December.  Any 
and  all  mortgages,  alienations,  devises,  descents,  liens  and  incum- 
brances of  every  kind  and  nature  are  made  subject  and  subservient  ta 
the  lien  of  taxes  under  this  act.*  This  act  applies  to  all  municipal- 
ities except  those  in  which  the  duration  and  extent  of  the  tax  lien  is 
regulated  and  prescribed  by  some  special  enactment,  or  by  the  charter 
or  laws  under  which  they  are  incorporated.*^     Such  a  description  a& 

^ Morrow  r.  Dows,  1  Stew.  Eq.  459 ;   12  'Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3359;    P.  L.  1898,  p.. 

C.  E.  Gr.  442 ;  Johnson  v.  Van  Horn,  16  455. 
Vroom  136 ;     In  re  Commissioners    of  ^  P.  L.  1888,  p.  372. 

Elizabeth,   20  Vroom  488,  505 ;   Kirk-  *  P.  L.  1898,  p.  457. 

patrick  v.  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  Brunswick,  ^Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3361;    P.  L.  1889,  pi 

13  Stew.  Eq.  46,  52 ;  Linn  v.  O'Xeil,  26  357,  ?U,  2 ;  Skinner  v.  Christie,  7  Dick, 

Vroom  58.  Ch.  Rep.  720. 
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will  be  sufficient  to  ascertain  its  location  and  extent  is  absolutely 
essential  to  create  a  lien  on  real  estate.^  The  Supreme  Court  has 
power  to  order  an  amendment,  so  as  to  perfect  a  lien  on  real  estate, 
under  the  act  of  1881,  page  194.  Liens  are  of  purely  statutory 
origin ;  without  a  statute  there  can  be  no  lien,  and  unless  taxes  are 
declared  by  positive  law  to  be  a  lien  upon  the  lands  against  which 
they  are  assessed,  no  such  eflPect  can  be  claimed  for  them.*  With  the 
expiration  of  the  statutory  lien,  all  power  to  collect  the  taxes  from 
the  land  ceases,  and  sales  made  thereafter  are  void.^  When  redemp- 
tion money  is  paid  lands  are  freed  from  lien.*  Taxes  assessed  against 
personal  tangible  property  remain  a  lien  on  the  same  for  the  term  of 
one  year  from  the  date  of  the  assessment,  except  on  ships  or  sea-going 
vessels.^  A  tax  warrant  is  a  lien  upon  the  personal  property  of  the 
delinquent  from  the  time  of  its  delivery  to  the  officer,  and  not  from 
the  time  of  levy.^  There  cannot  be  a  lien  established  upon  lands, 
for  taxes  assessed  against  personal  property,  except  by  force  of  a 
statute.^  A  lien  for  taxes  on  personal  property  does  not  attach  to 
the  goods  except  by  force  of  statute,  but  the  owner  of  the  property  at 
the  time  of  the  assessment  is  liable  for  the  tax.® 

142.  Collector's  Warrant. — Where  any  taxes,  together  with 
the  interest  thereon,  and  costs,  fees,  charges  and  expenses,  shall 
remain  unpaid  and  in  arrears  for  the  space  of  six  months  from 
and  after  the  time  when  payable,  then  and  in  every  such  case 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  township  committee,  or  a  majority  of 
them,  to  issue  their  warrant,  which  warrant  may  include  the  names  of 
any  number  of  delinquent  owners  and  the  description  of  each  of  their 
lands,  tenements,  hereditaments  or  real  estate,  on  account  of  which 
such  taxes  were  assessed,  under  the  common  seal,  if  any,  of  the  town- 
ship, signed  by  the  chairman  thereof  and  attested  by  the  township 
clerk,  directed  to  the  collector  of  the  said   township,  therein    and 

ipfeiffers  v.    Miles,   19   Vroom   450;  *  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3410,  g  568;  P.  L.  1882, 

Estell  V.  Hawkins,  21  Vroom  122-124.  p.  175. 

2  Morrow  v  Dows,  28  N.  J.  Eq.  495.  ^  P.  L.  1888,  p.  119. 

^  Kirkpatrick  v.  New  Brunswick,  40  N.  ^  Evans  v.  Walsh,  12  Vroom  281. 

J.  Eq.  46  ;  Taxpayers'  Protective  Associa-  '  Linn  v.  O'Neil,  26  Vroom  58  ;  Brad- 

tion  V.  Kirkpatrick,  41  N.  J.  Eq  347 ;  In  ley  v.  Dike,  28  Vroom  472. 

re  Commissioners  of  Elizabeth,  49  N.  J.  ^  Broeck  v.  Mayor  et  al.  of  Jersey  City, 

L.  488 ;  Doremus  v.   Cameron,  22  Atl.  15  Vroom  156. 
Kep.   802;   Fields  v.   West  Orange,  10 
Stew.  Eq.  434. 
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thereby  commanding  him  to  make  said  taxes,  with  the  interest,  costs, 
fees,  charges  and  expenses  as  aforesaid,  out  of  the  lands,  tenements, 
hereditaments  or  real  estate,  on  account  of  which  the  same  were  as- 
sessed and  incurred  as  aforesaid,  by  selling  the  same,  or  any  part 
thereof  as  will  be  sufficient  for  that  purpose,  for  the  shortest  term  for 
which  any  person  or  persons  will  agree  to  take  the  same  (but  not  for 
a  longer  period  or  term  than  thirty  years),  and  pay  such  taxes,  with 
the  interest  thereon,  and  all  costs,  fees,  charges  and  expenses,  and  fur- 
ther directing  the  said  collector  to  make  return  of  said  warrant,  with 
all  his  proceedings  thereunder,  in  writing,  within  four  months  from 
the  date  thereof,  to  said  township  committee.  1  The  said  warrant 
shall  be  recorded  by  the  clerk  of  the  said  township,  before  its  delivery 
to  the  collector,  in  a  book  to  be  provided  for  the  purpose,  to  be  known 
as  the  "  record  of  tax  sales."  2 

143.  Advertising  Notice  of  Sale. — Before  the  collector  sells 
by  virtue  of  such  tax  warrant,  he  must  give  public  notice  of  the  time 
and  place  of  such  sale  of  any  lands,  &c.,  by  advertisement,  signed  by 
such  collector,  in  a  newspaper  printed  and  published  in  said  township, 
or  in  the  county  wherein  such  lands,  &c.,  are  situate,  once  in  each 
week,  for  at  least  four  weeks  successively  next  preceding  the  time 
appointed  for  such  sale,  and  shall  cause  copies  of  such  notice  to  be 
set  up  in  five  of  the  most  public  places  in  said  township  for  the  same 
period,  one  of  which  must  be  at  or  near  the  lands,  &c.,  to  be  sold,  and 
shall  forthwith  mail  a  copy  of  such  notice  to  the  owner  or  owners, 
directed  to  him,  her  or  them,  at  his,  her  or  their  last-known  post- 
office  address,  with  full  postage  prepaid  thereon.^  The  publication 
of  notices  to  taxpayers  required  by  the  tax  laws  is  an  indispensable 
preliminary  to  the  legality  of  a  tax  sale,  and  it  must  be  made  in  strict 
accordance  with  the  statutory  requirement.^  An  advertisement  to  sell 
the  tract,  or  as  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary  to  pay  the  tax,  is 
sufficient.^ 

144.  Collector  to  Sell. — At  the  appointed  time  and  place, 
the  collector  shall  sell  and  strike  off  such  lands,  tenements,  heredita- 

iQen.  Stat.,  p.  3353,  |  331;  Gen.  Stat.,  *Alden  v.  Mayor,  &c.,   of  Newark,  7 

p.  3357,  ^  360;  P.  L.  1879,  p.  340.  Vroom   228;    affirmed,  15  Vroom  648; 

2  Gen.  Stat ,  p.  3353, 1  332 ;  P.  L.  1879,  Jones  v.  Landis   Township,  21  Vroom 

p.  340.  374. 

3 Gen  Stat.,p  3353,  ?  333;  P.  L.  1900,  ^Schmoele  v.  Township  of  Galloway, 

p.  148 ;  P.  L.  1891,  p.  189,  ?^  10.  15  Vroom  145. 
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ments  or  real  estate  set  forth  in  such  warrant,  or  any  part 
thereof,  to  any  person  or  persons  who  will  agree  to  take  the 
same  for  the  shortest  term  (not  exceeding  thirty  years  1),  and  pay 
such  taxes  as  may  be  assessed  as  aforesaid  on  account  thereof, 
and  the  interest  thereon,  and  all  costs,  fees,  charges  and  expenses 
touching  the  same,  such  payment  to  be  made  in  all  cases  before  the 
conclusion  of  such  sale,  and  if  not  so  made,  the  collector  shall  re-sell 
the  property. 2  It  shall  not  be  necessary  to  advertise  for  sale,  or  to 
issue  warrant,  or  to  sell  any  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments  or  real 
estate  purchased  by  "  the  inhabitants  of  the  township  "  for  non-pay- 
ment of  any  taxes  laid,  assessed  or  imposed  subsequent  to  the  taxes 
for  which  said  lands,  &c.,  were  so  sold  and  purchased  by  "  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  township."  ^ 

145.  Certificate  of  Purchase  to  be  Delivered. — Within 
ten  days  thereafter,  the  collector  shall  deliver  to  the  purchaser  a  cer- 
tificate of  such  sale,  under  his  hand  and  seal,  and  duly  acknowledged 
according  to  law;  such  certificate  shall  contain  a  description  of  the 
property,  the  term  for  which  sold,  the  amount  of  tax,  interest,  costs, 
fees,  charges  and  expenses  in  detail,  the  year  for  which  assessed,  the 
time  when  the  right  to  redeem  shall  expire  and  the  date  of  the  warrant 
under  which  the  sale  was  made.*  The  purchaser  shall  cause  such 
certificate  of  sale  to  be  recorded  in  the  county  clerk's  office  within  the 
county  where  the  lands  are  situate  within  twenty  days  from  the  receipt 
thereof.^ 

146.  Adjournment  of  Sale. — The  collector  has  power  to  ad- 
journ any  sale  for  more  than  sixty  days,  upon  the  written  request  of 
the  township  committee,  provided  there  be  no  purchasers  present.^ 
Such  sale  may  be  adjourned  on  application  of  the  owner  or  other  per- 
son interested  therein,  or  because  of  no  bidders,  from  time  to  time,  not 
exceeding  sixty  days,  in  which  case  a  short  notice  of  such  adjourn- 
ment shall  be  published  in  a  newspaper  printed  and  published  in  the 
township  or  in  the  county.^ 

'  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3357,  ^  360 ;  P.  L.  1880,    ^  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3354,  ^  337  ;  P.  L.  1879, . 

p  283,  ^  12.    •  p.  340,  g  8. 

'  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3353,  §  334 ;  P.  L.  1879,    ^  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3357,  |  358 ;  P.  L.  1880, . 

p.  340.  p.  283. 

'  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3358,  g  365  ;  P.  L.  1882,    '  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3353,  §  333 ;  P.  L.  1879,. 

p.  27.  p.  340. 

*Gen.  Stat,  p.  3353, 1  334  ;  P.  L.  1879, 
p.  340,  g  5. 
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147.  Limit  of  Time  Within  Which  Sale  Must  be  Made. 
— Under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1879,1  the  sale  must  be  made 
before  the  expiration  of  the  two  years  during  which,  by  the  pro- 
visions of  the  said  act,  the  lien  for  taxes  is  to  continue.2  If  the  sale 
is  made  after  the  lien  has  expired,  it  is  ultra  vires  and  void.'' 

148.  Return  to  Warrant. — The  collector  shall  return  the 
warrant  to  the  township  committee  within  four  months  from  this 
date^  with  all  of  his  proceedings  thereunder  in  writing,  and  shall 
annex  thereto  copies  of  the  notices  required  to  be  by  him  given,  pub- 
lished, mailed  and  posted,  with  proof  of  such  publication,  posting  and 
mailing  and  an  oath  or  affirmation  by  said  collector  that  the  said 
return  is  true,  full  and  complete  in  all  respects.*  The  return  of  a 
warrant  for  sale  of  lands  for  delinquent  taxes,  which  return  is  not 
accompanied  with  a  copy  of  the  required  notice  of  such  sale  or  with 
proof  that  it  was  published,  posted  and  mailed,  as  required  by  law,  is 
fatally  defective.^ 

149.  Township  Clerk  to  Record  Return.— The  clerk  of 
the  township  shall  record  the  return  made  by  the  collector  (the  war- 
rant only  excepted)  and  the  papers  thereto  annexed  in  the  "  record  of 
tax  sales,"  at  length  immediately  succeeding  the  record  of  such  war- 
rant, space  being  reserved  for  that  purpose.^  A  sale  of  land  in  a 
township  is  illegal  if  the  warrant  to  sell  and  the  return  thereto  be  not 
recorded  by  the  township  clerk  in  the  record  of  tax  sales.  The  act 
of  March  25,  1881,^  validating  sales  of  land  in  cases  of  failure  of 
township  clerk  to  record  in  the  township  book  of  minutes  all  the  pro- 
ceedings relative  to  such  sales,  does  not  dispense  with  the  necessity  for 
such  record,  "  the  township  book  of  minutes  "  therein  mentioned  not 
being  "the  record  of  tax  sales." ^ 

150.  Defects  in  Tax  Sales  and  Tax  Titles.— Under  the 
provisions  of  the  act  approved  March  23,  1881,^  no  tax,  assessment 
or  water  rent  imposed  or  levied  in  this  State  shall  be  set  aside  or  re- 
versed in  any  court  of  law  or  equity  in  any  action,  suit  or  proceed- 

^Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3353;    P.  L.  1879,  p.  ^jLandis  v.  Vineland,  31  Vroom  271. 

340,  §  1.  6  Qen  gj^t.,  p.  3354^  ^  335  ;  p.  l.  1879, 

-State,  Johnson  v.  Van  Horn,  16  Vroom  p.  3i0,  ^  7. 

136.  ^Gen.   Stat.,  p.  3406;   P.  L.  1881,  p. 

3  Field  V.  West  Orange,  10  Stew.  Eq.  237. 

434;  Doremus  v.  Cameron,  4  Dick.  Ch.  ^  Lippincott  v.  Township  of  Pensauken, 

Kep.  1.  33  Vroom  177. 

*Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3356  §  349;  P.L.  1880,  ^Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3404;    P.  L.  1881,  p. 

f).283.  194. 
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ings,  for  any  irregularity  or  defect  in  form,  and  the  court  in  which 
any  such  action,  suit  or  proceedings  are  or  shall  be  pending  to  review 
any  tax,  assessment  or  rate,  is  required  to  amend  all  irregularities,, 
errors  or  defects.  No  return  of  taxes  or  list  of  delinquents  made  by 
the  collector  of  taxes  in  any  of  the  municipal  divisions  of  this  State^ 
nor  the  proceedings  touching  or  concerning  such  return,  nor  any  tax 
warrant  shall  be  set  aside  or  revised  on  certiorari  or  otherwise  for  any 
lack  of  form  which  does  not  impair  the  substantial  right  of  the  plaintiff 
in  certiorari.^ 

151.  InsuflRcient  Description— How  Remedied. — Under 
the  act  approved  March  19,  1891,^  collectors  are  authorized  to  make 
such  corrections,  amendments  and  alterations  in  the  description  of  any 
land  and  real  estate  assessed  as  may  be  useful  to  better  ascertain  the 
location  and  extent  thereof  and  to  identify  the  same,  and  the  taxes  as- 
sessed upon  such  land  and  real  estate  shall  be  and  remain  a  lien  upon 
the  same  according  to  the  said  corrected  description  of  the  same,  pro- 
vided that  all  such  corrections  be  made  before  the  public  notice  of  the 
sale  of  such  land  and  real  estate.  The  act  approved  March  27, 1889,' 
made  it  necessary  for  collectors  to  make  application  to  a  judge  of 
Common  Pleas  to  have  the  description  of  lands  amended. 

152.  Tenants'  Goods  and  Chattels  May  be  Sold.— The 
tenants  or  other  persons  in  possession  or  having  the  care  of  any  lands 
or  tenements,  and  their  goods  and  chattels,  are  liable  for  the  payment 
of  taxes  which  are  or  shall  be  imposed  upon  the  said  lands ;  and  if 
any  such  tenant  or  other  person  shall  pay,  or  his  or  her  goods  and 
chattels  shall  be  levied  on  and  sold  to  pay  any  such  tax,  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  him  to  deduct  the  sum  so  paid  out  of  the  rent,  or  to  recover 
the  same  from  the  landlord  or  owner  by  action  of  debt,  with  costs ; 
provided,  always,  that  nothing  in  this  act  shall  affect  or  extend  to  any 
contract  made  or  to  be  made  between  landlord  or  tenant.*  Taxes  on 
real  estate  may  be  assessed  against  the  tenant  or  owner,  and  the  fact 
that  by  the  lease  the  tenant  must  pay  the  taxes,  does  not  prevent  taxes 
from  being  collected  from  the  owner.'^  Although  the  lands  must  be 
assessed  in  the  owner's  name,  yet  if  such  owner  be  delinquent  in  the 
payment  of  his  taxes,  he  may  be  returned  as  delinquent,  and  upon  the 

^  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3344  ;    P.  L.  1891,  p.  *Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3287,  g  33,  act  of  1846. 

196,  ?  14.  5  State  v.  Blundell,  4  Zab  402;  State 

2  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3344,  ^  294;  P.  L.  1891,  v.  Binninger,  13  Vroom  529;  Edgar 

I>.  189,  ?  9.  Jewell,  5  Vroom  529. 


P.  L.  1889,  p.  114. 
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tax  warrant  issued  against  the  owner,  the  tenant's  goods  and  chattels 
may  be  seized  and  sold  to  make  the  taxes  and  costs.^ 

153.  Collector  to  Continue  Execution  of  Warrants  Be- 
yond His  Term  of  Office. — In  case  the  collector's  term  of  oflQce 
shall  expire  before  he  shall  have  completed  his  proceedings  under  any 
warrant,  he  shall  continue  such  proceedings  thereunder  to  the  end,  in 
which  case  his  bondsmen  shall  be  liable  for  any  illegal  act  of  their 
principal  in  the  same  manner  and  to  the  same  extent  as  though  the 
said  collector's  term  of  office  had  not  expired.^  Under  an  act  ap- 
proved April  16,  1889,  sales  of  land  for  unpaid  taxes,  made  by  the 
collector  of  any  town,  township,  city  or  borough,  whose  term  may 
have  expired  at  the  time  of  such  sale,  is  ratified.^ 

154.  Municipality  May  Purchase  Lands  at  Tax  Sale. 
— If  at  the  sale  of  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments  or  real  estate  for 
unpaid  taxes  there  be  no  purchasers  therefor,  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawful  for  the  township  committee  of  the  township  to  cause  said  lands, 
tenements  or  real  estate  to  be  purchased  for  the  benefit  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  township,  and  all  plots  or  pieces  of  all  lands  so  pur- 
chased by  the  inhabitants  of  the  township,  at  a  sale  under  any  one 
warrant,  shall  be  included  in  one  certificate  of  sale,  which  certificate 
shall  conform  in  all  other  respects  to  the  certificate  for  an  individual 
purchaser.*  If  there  be  no  purchasers  for  the  lands  offered  for  sale  for 
unpaid  taxes,  the  treasurer  of  the  city  or  township  may  purchase  the 
same  for  the  benefit  of  said  city  or  township,  subject  to  the  same  re- 
demption as  is  now  provided  by  law,  and  the  certificate  of  such 
treasurer,  stating  the  payment  of  the  amount  now  required  by  law  to 
be  paid  upon  said  redemption,  and  showing  what  lands  such  payment 
is  intended  to  redeem,  shall  be  evidence  of  such  redemption.*  Any 
lands,  tenements  or  real  estate  purchased  in  any  city  shall  be  pur- 
chased in  the  corporate  name  of  said  city.^  A  sale  of  lands  for  de- 
linquent taxes  by  a  township  after  a  purchase  of  the  lands  by  it  at  a 
prior  sale  diverts  its  title  under  the  earlier  sale.^  In  cases  where  the 
town  or  township  has  purchased  the  lands,  the  town  council  or  town- 

1  Morrow  v.  Dows,  1  Stew.  Eq.  461.   '    » Qen.  Stat.,  p.  3352,  §  328 ;  P.  L.  1878, 

2  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3357,  I  359 ;  P.  L.  1880,   p.  308. 

p.  283.  6  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3360,  ^  373  ;  P.  L.  1889, 

3  Gen.  Stat ,  p.  3369,  I  407 ;  P.  L.  1888,   p.  357. 

p.  179.  ^  Smith  v.  Specht,  42  Atl.  Rep.  599. 

*Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3357,  ^l  354,  357  ;  P.L. 
1880,  p.  283. 
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aliip  committee  may  authorize  the  treasurer  or  other  proper  officer  to 
cancel  and  surrender  the  certificate  of  sale,  upon  payment  to  him  of 
the  amount  of  tax  or  assessment  on  account  of  which  the  sale  was 
made,  with  interest  and  costs .^ 

155.  Taxes,  Assessments  and  Water  Rents  to  be  Con- 
i;inued  on  Lands  Sold  to  Municipality  for  Taxes— Right 
to  Sell. — In  any  city,  incorporated  town  or  township  of  this  State  in 
which  lands  or  real  estate  have  been  heretofore  sold,  or  shall  be  here- 
after sold,  for  non-payment  of  taxes,  assessments  or  water  rents,  and 
purchased  by  such  city,  town  or  township,  or  by  any  person  in  its 
behalf,  subject  to  the  right  of  redemption  provided  by  law,  the  taxes, 
assessments  and  water  rents  shall  continue  to  be  assessed  upon  the 
said  lands  or  real  estate  in  the  hands  of  such  city,  town  or  township, 
or  the  person  holding  in  its  behalf;  but  it  shall  not  be  necessary  to 
advertise  said  lands  for  sale  for  non-payment  of  any  such  tax,  assess- 
ment or  water  rent  now  laid  or  hereafter  to  be  laid,  or  to  sell  lands  or 
real  estate  therefor,  and  said  taxes,  assessments  and  water  rents,  with 
interest  at  ten  per  centum  per  annum,  unless  such  interest  shall  be 
^xed  by  such  city  at  a  rate  not  less  than  six  nor  more  than  ten  per 
<5entum,  shall  be  and  remain  a  first  lien  upon  said  lands  or  real  estate, 
:and  shall  be  paid  to  such  city  before  said  lands  or  real  estate  can  be 
redeemed.2  Any  such  city,  town  or  township  shall  have  power  to 
sell  said  lands  or  real  estate,  and  to  direct  the  transfer  of  the  declara- 
tion of  sale  now  authorized  by  law  to  be  issued,  subject  to  the  right  of 
redemption  provided  for  by  law,  to  any  person  paying  the  amount  of 
the  taxes,  assessments  or  water  rents  for  which  said  lands  or  real 
estate  may  have  been  sold,  and  the  subsequent  taxes,  assessments  or 
water  rents  assessed  and  made  a  lien,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  and  after  the  expiration  of  the  time  for  redemption  and  the 
giving  of  the  notices  required  by  law  to  be  given  to  any  mortgagee  or 
other  person,  such  sale  or  transfer  shall  vest  in  such  purchaser  all  the 
estate  which  such  city,  town  or  township,  or  the  person  holding  in  its 
behalf,  may  have  in  said  lands  or  real  estate.^ 

156.  Purchaser  to  Give  Notice  to  Mortgagee.— No  sale 
of  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments  or  real  estate,  made  in  pursuance 
of  this  act,  shall  destroy  or  in  any  manner  affect  the  lien  of  any 

^  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3403,  §  540 ;  P.  L.  1880,    '  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3402,  ^  535 ;  P.  L.  1879, 
ip.  40.  p.  298. 

'  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3402, 1  534  ;  P.  L.  1879, 
J).  298. 
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mortgage  thereon  duly  recorded  or  registered  at  the  time  of  such  sale, 
unless  the  purchaser  shall  give  to  such  mortgagee  or  mortgagees, 
within  three  months  from  the  date  of  such  sale,  notice  in  writing,  set- 
ting forth  the  date  of  such  sale,  the  amount  of  purchase-money,  the 
description  of  the  property  as  contained  in  the  certificate  of  sale,  the 
date  when  the  limit  of  redemption  shall  expire  and  a  reference  to  this 
act,  which  notice  shall  be  served  personally  or  by  leaving  the  same 
with  a  member  of  his  family  over  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  and  if 
he  cannot  be  found,  then  by  mailing  the  same,  inclosed  in  an  envelope 
plainly  directed  to  him,  her  or  them,  at  his,  her  or  their  last-known 
post-office  address,  with  full  postage  prepaid  thereon ;  and  the  pur- 
chaser shall,  within  twenty  days  after  the  service  of  said  notice,  trans- 
mit a  true  copy  of  such  notice,  with  due  proof  of  service,  to  the  clerk 
of  the  county  in  which  such  lands  are  situate,  and  which  notice  shall 
be  recorded  and  indexed  in  the  same  book  in  which  mortgages  are 
recorded,  and  a  marginal  note  made  thereof  in  the  book  where  the 
original  mortgage  is  recorded  or  registered,  for  which  service  the 
county  clerk  shall  receive  the  sum  of  eight  cents  a  folio,  to  be  paid 
by  the  purchaser.l 

157.  Township  Committee  to  Execute  and  Deliver 
Deed — Deed  to  be  Recorded. — In  case  such  lands,  tenements, 
hereditaments  or  real  estate  so  sold  shall  not  be  redeemed  within  the 
time  provided  for  by  law  (two  years  from  the  date  of  the  sale),  then 
and  in  that  case  the  township  committee,  upon  due  proof  being  made 
by  affidavit  that  such  redemption  has  not  been  made,  and  the  sur- 
render of  the  certificate  of  sale,  shall  execute  and  deliver  to  the  pur- 
chaser, his  legal  representatives  or  assigns,  at  his  or  their  expense,  a 
deed  for  the  same  under  the  common  seal  of  the  township,  signed  by 
the  chairman  of  such  township  committee  and  attested  by  the  town- 
ship clerk,  and  acknowledged  according  to  law,  which  deed  shall  con- 
tain a  description  of  the  property,  the  year  of  the  tax  assessment,  the 
fact  of  advertisement  and  sale,  the  date  of  sale  and  the  period  for 
which  the  premises  were  sold,  and  which  deed  shall  be  recorded  in 
the  clerk's  office  of  the  county  where  the  lands  are  situate  within  ten 
days  after  the  date  thereof,  and  if  not  so  recorded,  the  same  shall  be 
of  no  effect  until  such  period  as  against  a  mortgagee  or  purchaser 
in  good  faith,  and  the  right  of  redemption  shall  so  continue  until 
^uch  record,  notwithstanding  the  lapse  of  the  aforesaid  two  years, 

iQen.  Stat.,  p.  3355,  I  341 ;  P.  L.  1879, 
p.  340. 
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and  that  such  purchaser  or  purchasers,  and  his  and  their  legal  rep- 
resentatives, upon  complying  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall,, 
by  virtue  thereof,  lawfully  hold  and  enjoy  said  lands,  tenementSy 
hereditaments  or  real  estate  for  and  during  the  term  for  which 
he,  she  or  they  shall  have  purchased  the  same  for  his,  her  or  their 
own  proper  use,  benefit  and  advantage,  against  the  owner  or 
owners  thereof,  and  all  and  every  person  or  persons  claiming  under 
him,  her  or  them,  and  against  any  and  all  other  estates  therein,, 
whether  legal  or  equitable,  and  any  and  all  mortgages,  alienations,, 
devises,  descents,  liens  and  incumbrances  of  every  kind  and  nature,, 
as  fully  and  completely  as  though  there  were  no  other  estates,  mort- 
gages, alienations,  devises,  descents,  liens  or  incumbrances  of,  in,  upon 
or  against  said  property,  or  any  part  thereof,  until  said  term  shall  be- 
fully  completed  and  ended,  and  the  purchaser  shall  be  at  liberty,  at  or 
before  the  expiration  of  the  said  term,  to  remove  any  building  or 
buildings  and  materials  erected  and  placed  by  him,  her  or  them 
thereon,  and  when  said  term  shall  have  ended  shall  peaceably  and 
quietly  yield  up  the  same  to  the  lawful  owner  or  owners  thereof,  in  as 
good  state  and  condition  as  when  he  took  the  possession  of  the  same,, 
damage  resulting  from  ordinary  use  and  the  elements  excepted.  1 
The  "  record  of  tax  sales  "  shall  be  received  in  all  courts  as  presump- 
tive evidence  of  the  regularity  of  the  proceedings  therein  recorded, 
and  the  deed  shall  be  presumptive  evidence  in  all  courts  and  places 
that  such  sale  and  proceedings  were  regularly  made  and  had  accord- 
ing to  law.2  Where  the  lands  have  been  purchased  by  the  township- 
committee  for  the  benefit  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  township  no  deed 
is  necessary,  but  the  inhabitants  of  the  township  shall  hold  and  enjoy 
such  lands  to  the  end  of  the  term  named  therein,  under  the  original, 
certificate,  with  the  like  privilfges  and  effects  in  all  things  as  though 
a  deed  therefor  had  been  given.^ 

158.  Redemption— By  Whom,  How  and  When  Lands 
Sold  May  be  Redeemed. — The  owner  or  owners,  mortgagee, 
occupant  or  any  other  person  having  a  legal  or  equitable  interest  in 
any  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments  or  real  estate  sold  for  taxes,  may 
redeem  the  same  at  any  time  within  two  years  from  the  date  of  such 
sale  by  paying  to  the  purchaser  or  to  his  legal  representative  the 

^  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3354,  ^  339 ;  P.  L.  1879,    ^  q^q  gtat,  p.  3357,  ^  357  ;  p.  l.  1880,, 
p.  240.  p.  283,  §  9. 

» Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3354,  ^  340  ;  P.  L.  1879, 
p.  340. 
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amount  of  purchase- moDey  set  out  ia  detail  in  such  certificate,  with 
twelve  per  centum  interest  thereon,  together  with  such  other  fees, 
costs,  expenses  and  charges  as  may  have  been  incurred  by  the  pur- 
chaser under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  the  purchaser,  upon  re- 
ceiving such  payment,  if  made  by  the  owner  or  owners  thereof,  shall 
recover  and  restore  to  such  owner  or  owners  such  real  estate,  and  in 
case  the  owner  or  holder  of  any  estate,  in  lien  upon  or  right  of  pos- 
session of  such  real  estate  so  sold,  shall  pay  to  the  purchaser  within 
the  said  two  years  the  aforesaid  purchase- money,  interest,  fees,  costs, 
expenses  and  charges,  the  sale  shall  be  of  no  further  effect,  and  the 
mortgagee  or  other  persons  so  redeeming  shall  have  a  lien  upon  the 
said  premises  for  the  amount  paid,  with  twelve  per  centum  interest 
thereon,  in  like  manner  as  if  the  same  had  been  included  in  his,  her 
or  their  mortgage,  or  other  lien,  and  if  such  owner  or  owners,  mort- 
gagee, occupant  or  other  person  having  a  legal  or  equitable  interest  as 
aforesaid  in  such  lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments,  do  not  within 
such  period  of  two  years  so  redeem  such  lands,  tenements,  heredita- 
ments or  real  estate,  the  title  to  the  same  shall  thereupon  vest 
absolutely  in  the  purchaser  in  fee-simple ;  provided,  that  the 
said  owner  or  owners,  mortgagee,  occupant  or  other  person  hav- 
ing a  legal  or  equitable  interest  as  aforesaid  shall  have  been 
notified  of  the  sale  of  said  lands  and  of  his  right  to  redeem 
the  same  as  now  provided  by  law,  by  payment  of  arrears  of 
taxes,  interest  and  costs ;  which  notice  shall  be  in  writing  or  print- 
ing, signed  by  the  purchaser  or  his  agent,  and  served  personally  upon 
such  owner  or  owners,  mortgagee,  occupant  or  other  person  aforesaid,, 
if  resident  in  the  taxing  district  where  such  real  estate  is  located,  or 
mailed  to  his  last-known  address,  if  non-resident,  at  least  sixty  days 
prior  to  the  expiration  of  said  period  of  two  years.l  Where  land& 
have  been  purchased  by  the  township  they  may  be  redeemed  by  the 
owner  or  owners,  mortgagee  or  other  person  having  a  legal  or  equita- 
ble interest  therein,  at  any  time  while  the  tax  title  is  held  by  the  town- 
ship, by  paying  the  township  the  sum  of  money  mentioned  in  the 
certificate  of  sale,  with  interest,  costs  and  charges,  provided  that  in 
case  the  township  shall  have  rented  the  land,  the  tenant  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  possession  for  the  term  for  which  he  has  rented  such  premises,, 
but  the  tenant  shall  pay  all  rents  thereafter  accruing  to  the  person  so 

ip.  L.  1898,  p.  457,  I  9. 
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redeemiDg.^  When  redemption  money  is  paid  the  lands  are  freed  from 
lien.  The  owner  of  a  tax  title  who  received  the  rents  and  profits 
must  account  therefor  to  the  redemptioner  before  he  can  compel  pay- 
ment of  the  taxes  paid  by  him. 2  When  the  owner  comes  into  equity 
to  redeem  he  will  be  compelled  to  pay  all  taxes  paid  by  purchaser.' 

159.  Redemption— When  Purchaser  Cannot  be  Found. 
— Whenever  the  owner  of  any  lands  which  shall  have  been  sold  for 
non-payment  of  taxes  or  assessments,  under  the  laws  and  ordinances 
of  any  city,  borough,  town  or  township  of  this  State,  is  desirous  of 
redeeming  the  same,  but  is  prevented  from  doing  so  by  the  absence  of 
the  tax  sale  or  assessment  sale  purchaser  from  this  State,  such  owner 
shall  mail  a  written  notice  of  his  readiness  and  desire  to  redeem  said 
lands  from  the  lien  of  said  tax  or  assessment  sale  to  said  purchaser, 
directed  to  him  at  the  post-office  nearest  his  residence,  or  the  post- 
office  at  which  he  usually  receives  his  letters,  unless  such  residence  or 
post-office  be  unknown  and  cannot  be  ascertained  upon  making  dili- 
gent inquiry  therefor,  and  at  the  expiration  of  two  weeks  from  the 
mailing  of  said  notice,  in  case  said  purchaser  shall  not  have  appeared 
and  accepted  the  redemption  money,  the  owner  of  said  lands  shall 
make  an  affidavit  that  such  purchaser  is  out  of  the  State  or  cannot, 
upon  due  inquiry,  be  found  therein,  and  that  said  owner  has  mailed 
ihe  notice  of  redemption  to  said  purchaser  in  the  manner  above  pre- 
scribed, or  that  said  owner,  after  diligent  inquiry,  cannot  find  out  the 
residence  and  post-office  address  of  said  purchaser,  and  that  the  said 
purchaser  has  failed  to  appear  and  receive  the  redemption  money,  and 
said  owner  shall  file  said  affidavit  with  the  treasurer  of  the  munici- 
pality, and  thereupon  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  treasurer  to  re- 
ceive the  said  redemption  money,  with  interest  and  penalties  then  due, 
and  to  take  all  further  proceedings  in  reference  to  redemption  of  said 
lands  that  the  said  purchaser  himself  might  or  could  do  if  he  were 
present.^  Immediately  after  the  payment  to  the  treasurer  of  the  said 
redemption  money,  interest  and  penalties  then  due,  all  further  interest 
and  penalties  on  said  taxes  shall  cease,  and  the  lands  be  entirely  free 
and  discharged  from  the  lien  and  incumbrance  thereof.  The  treasurer 
is  entitled  to  one  per  cent,  of  the  money  received  by  him  as  his  com- 
pensation.* 

'  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3358,  ?  367  ;  P.  L.  1884,          *  Gen.  Stat,,  p.  3409,  ?  567  ;  P.  L.  1882, 

p.  113.  p.  175. 

»  42  Atl.  Rep.  594.  » Gen.  Stat,  p.  3409,  g  569 ;  P.  L.  1882, 

Ub.  p.  175. 
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160.  Money  Refunded  When  Tax  Deed  is  Set  Aside. 
— Where  the  tax  deed  given  by  any  city,  town  or  township  has  been 
set  aside  on  account  of  defect  of  the  proceedings  for  the  collection,  the 
city,  town  or  township  shall  refund  the  purchase- money  to  the  pur- 
chaser, together  with  interest  thereon  from  the  date  of  such  payment.^ 

161.  Decisions  in  General. — The  authority  of  tax  officers  to 
sell  property  or  lands  for  unpaid  taxes  is  special  and  limited. 2  Such 
power  and  authority  to  sell  is  a  naked  power,  not  coupled  with  an 
interest.^  It  must  be  exercised  in  strict  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  the  statute,  and  every  requirement  of  the  statute  imposing  the 
liability  and  prescribing  the  procedure  to  enforce  it  must  be  strictly 
complied  with.*  In  proceedings  for  the  sale  of  land  for  taxes,  all 
provisions  of  the  statute  which  are  designed  for  or  conducive  to  the 
protection  of  persons  interested  in  the  land,  whether  they  relate  to  the 
proceedings  before,  or  at,  or  after  the  sale,  must  be  strictly  complied 
with,  or  the  sale  will  be  set  aside.^  A  legal  assessment  is  the  founda- 
tion of  the  authority  to  sell.^ 

162.  Fees,  Costs  and  Charges. — All  fees,  costs,  charges  and 
expenses,  together  with  the  fees  for  assessing  and  collecting  and  jus- 
tices' warrants,  shall  be  charged  to  and  paid  by  the  purchasers; 
providedf  however,  that  when  the  inhabitants  of  the  township  are  pur- 
chasers the  collector  shall  charge  to  and  receive  from  the  township 
one-half  of  his  regular  fees  for  such  services.^  The  delinquent,  if  he 
makes  settlement  of  the  taxes  before  the  property  is  sold,  must  alsa 
make  payment  of  all  costs  that  have  accrued.  When  the  taxes^ 
interest  and  costs  are  paid,  the  collector  who  shall  receive  the  same  is 
required  to  give  a  receipt  for  the  amount  paid  in  satisfaction  thereof^ 
to  the  person  paying  the  same,  which  receipt  shall  be  sufficient 
evidence  of  the  payment  of  such  taxes,  and  upon  presentation  of  which 
the  county  clerk  shall  satisfy  the  tax  record  and  file  the  receipt  in  his 
office.^    The  county  clerk  is  entitled  to  twenty-five  cents  for  giving 

1  Gen.  Stat ,  p.  3370,  H08 ;  P.  L.  1893,  ^Landis  v.  Borough   of  Vineland,  32 

p.  344.  Vroom  424. 

^  Carron  v.  Martin,  2  Dutch.  594.  ^  Baxter  v.  Mayor  of  Jersey  City,  7 

=^ Hopper  V.  Exr's  of  Malbson,  1  C.  E.  "Vroom  188. 

Gr.  382.  '  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3356,  g  353  ;  P.  L.  1880, . 

*  Baxter  v.  Mayor,  &c. ,  of  Jersey  City,  p.  283. 

7  Vroom    188;    Inhabitants    of  Wood-  ^  q^q  gtat.,  p.  3357,  ^  363 ;  P.  L.  1881^ 

bridge  v.  Allen,  14  Vroom  262 ;  Jones  v.  p.  215. 
Landis  Tonwship,  21  Vroom  374,  379. 
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such  certificate  of  satisfaction.^  Where  a  tax  warrant  has  been  issued 
the  collector  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  for  executing  the  warrant, 
twenty- five  cents;  for  selling,  twenty  five  cents;  for  every  adjourn- 
ment, ten  cents ;  for  making  and  executing  each  certificate  of  sale, 
fifty  cents ;  besides  actual  necessary  disbursements  for  printing,  post- 
ing, affidavits  and  acknowledgments.  Where  lands  are  purchased  by 
the  township,  one-half  fees  are  allowed.  The  township  committee 
issuing  the  warrant  shall  receive  therefor  five  cents  for  each  name  on 
said  warrant,  the  same  to  be  divided  equally  among  the  members  in 
attendance  when  the  warrant  is  issued.  The  township  clerk  shall 
receive  for  attesting  and  recording  said  warrant  and  return  ten  cents 
for  each  name  thereon.^  In  boroughs,  all  fees,  costs,  &c.,  must  be 
paid  into  the  borough  treasury  for  the  use  of  said  municipality.' 

163.  Sales  of  Land  for  Unpaid  Taxes  in  Cities.— In 
many  cities,  provisions  for  the  sale  of  land  for  unpaid  taxes  are  con- 
tained in  the  city  charters.  The  term  "  township,"  as  used  in  the  act 
of  1879  and  the  supplements  thereto,  is  construed  to  include  all  cities 
not  having  provisions  in  their  charters  regulating  the  sale  of  land  for 
taxes.*  The  duties  to  be  performed  by  the  township  committee  and 
the  township  clerk  and  collector  under  the  act  of  1879,  shall  be  per- 
formed by  the  city  council  or  other  legislative  body  of  said  city,  and 
by  the  city  clerk  and  city  collector  of  taxes.^ 

164.  Towns. — For  proceedings  in  the  sale  of  land  for  unpaid 
taxes  in  towns  generally,  see  act  approved  March  16,  1893.*  For 
sales  of  land  for  unpaid  taxes  in  towns  incorporated  under  the  act  of 
1888,  see  act/  For  proceedings  in  towns  incorporated  under  the  act 
of  1895,  see  act  approved  March  20,  1895.^ 

165.  Boroughs. — Section  45  of  the  revision  of  the  borough  act  of 
1897  provides  that  all  taxes  shall,  from  the  twentieth  day  of  December 
in  each  year,  and  all  assessments  shall,  from  the  date  of  confirmation 
of  the  same  by  the  council,  together  with  interest  thereon,  and  all 
costs,  fees,  chargea  and  expenses  incident  thereto,  be  and  remain  a  first 
and  paramount  lien  upon  the  lot  of  land  against  which  said  tax  is 
levied  or  assessment  made,  and  while  unpaid  shall  remain  such  lien 

1  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3357,  ^^  361 ;  P.  L.  1881,    ^  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3360,  ^  373. 

p,  215.  ^  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3144 ;  P.  L.  1893,  p.  352. 

2  Gen.  Stat,,  p.  3356,  \  353;  P.  L.  1880,    ^Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3503,  §  79  ;  Gen.  Stat., 
p.  283.  p.  3519,  I  135;  P.  L.  1888,  p.  483. 

3  P.  L.  1897,  p.  307,  \  45.  » Qen.  Stat.,  p.  3542,  \  230  ;  P.  L.  1896, 
*  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3360,  \  372.           p.  218,  \  79. 
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for  the  space  of  two  years  from  the  said  twentieth  day  of  December 
and  the  date  of  confirmation  respectively,  notwithstanding  any  devise, 
descent,  alienation,  mortgage  or  other  encumbrance  thereof;  taxes 
shall  be  payable  on  the  twentieth  day  of  December  in  each  year,  and 
assessments  within  sixty  days  after  the  date  of  confirmation ;  in  case 
any  tax  shall  remain  unpaid  for  six  months  after  the  said  twentieth 
day  of  December,  and  in  case  any  assessment  so  made  shall  remain 
unpaid  for  the  space  of  six  months  after  the  date  of  confirmation 
thereof,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  council  to  proceed  to  collect  the 
same  by  issuing  their  warrant  to  the  borough  collector  for  the  sale  of 
the  lands  or  real  estate  against  which  said  taxes  or  assessments  are  a 
lien,  in  the  same  manner  and  to  the  same  effect  as  is  provided  in  an 
act  entitled  "A  further  act  concerning  taxes,  making  the  same  a  first 
lien  on  real  estate,  and  to  authorize  sales  for  the  payment  of  the  same," 
approved  March  14,  1879,  and  the  several  supplements  and  amend- 
ments thereto ;  all  subsequent  proceedings  for  the  sale  for  said  taxes 
shall  be  conducted  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  said  act;  the  duties 
therein  imposed  and  the  powers  therein  conferred  upon  the  township 
clerk,  the  township  collector,  the  chairman  of  the  township  committee 
and  the  township  committee,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  be  per- 
formed and  possessed  by  the  borough  clerk,  borough  collector,  mayor 
and  borough  council,  respectively ;  provided,  that  all  fees  and  costs 
therein  authorized  or  imposed  shall  be  paid  into  the  borough  treasury 
for  the  use  of  said  borough.^  All  taxes  levied  by  said  borough  and 
every  assessment  for  improvements  of  any  kind,  together  with  interest 
thereon  and  all  costs  and  charges  connected  therewith,  shall  be  a  first 
and  paramount  lien  upon  the  lot  of  land  described  in  such  assessment, 
notwithstanding  any  mistake  in  the  name  or  names  of  any  owner  or 
owners,  or  any  omission  to  name  any  owner  or  owners  who  are 
unknown,  notwithstanding  any  lack  of  form  therein  or  in  any  other 
proceeding  which  does  not  impair  the  substantial  rights  of  the  owner 
or  owners  or  other  person  or  persons  having  a  lien  upon  or  interest  in 
any  such  lot  of  land ;  all  taxes  shall  be  presumed  to  have  been 
regularly  levied  and  assessed,  and  every  assessment  or  proceeding  pre- 
liminary thereto  shall  be  presumed  to  have  been  regularly  made  or 
conducted  until  the  contrary  be  shown. 2 

166.  Villages. — For  proceedings  for  the  sale  of  land  for  unpaid 
taxes  in  villages  and  municipalities  governed  by  a  board  of  trus- 

ip.  L.  1897,  p.  307,  ^  45.  ^p^  j^  lg97^  p  315^  ^  54^ 
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tees,  see  acts  approved  March  25,  1895,  and  February  22,  1888.* 
These  acts  are  not  operative,  however,  unless  formally  accepted  by 
the  governing  body  of  the  village  or  other  municipality. 

167.  Martin  Act,  for  Adjustment  of  Unpaid  Taxes  and 
Collection  of  Same  by  Sale  of  Lands.— The  act  of  1886, 
known  as  the  Martin  act,2  providing  for  the  appointment  of  commis- 
sioners of  adjustment  to  examine  and  compromise  unpaid  taxes  and 
assessments,  and  to  enforce  the  payment  of  the  same  by  the  sale  of 
lands,  applies  only  to  cities.^  Other  acts  have  been  passed  subse- 
quently, extending  similar  powers  to  towns,  townships,  boroughs  and 
other  municipalities.  The  references  to  the  original  act  and  its  sup- 
plements, as  relating  to  cities,  are  as  follows:  P.  L.  1886,  page 
149;  P.  L.  1887,  pages  66-184;  P.  L.  1888,  page  529;  P.  L. 
1889,  page  308 ;  P.  L.  1890,  pages  38,  285,  356 ;  P.  L.  1891,  pages 
393,  450;  P.  L.  1892,  pages  395,  420,  430 ;  P.  L.  1893,  pages  350, 
376;  P.  L.  1894,  pages  227,  294;  P.  L.  1895,  page  376;  P.  L. 
1897,  page  397;  P.  L.  1898,  pages  58,  229,  420,  483;  P.  L.  1899, 
page  516.  The  references  to  the  act  and  supplements  relating  to  the 
appointment  of  commissioners  of  adjustment  of  unpaid  taxes  in  other 
municipalities  are  as  follows:  In  towns — P.  L.  1896,  page  201;  Pr 
L.  1897,  pages  102,  394 ;  P.  L.  1899,  page  277.  In  towns,  townships, 
boroughs  and  other  municipalities — P.  L.  1896,  page  201 ;  P.  L.  1898, 
page  442;  P.  L.  1899,  pages  164,  253,  277;  P.  L,  1900,  page  341. 
Forms  applicable  to  Martin  act,  see  Jeffries'  Law  Precedents,, pages 
754-793. 

168.  Act  of  1896,  Enforcing  Payment  of  Arrears  of 
Taxes  on  Land  in  Towns,  Boroughs  and  Townships,  by 
Sale  in  Fee-Simple. — Under  the  provisions  of  an  act  approved 
March  30, 1896,*  and  a  supplement  thereto  approved  March  24, 1897,* 
relating  to  unpaid  taxes  in  towns,  boroughs  or  townships,  it  is  pro- 
vided that  where  there  were  arrears  of  taxes  upon  any  tract  of  land 
at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  above  act,  to  an  amount  exceeding 
in  the  whole  twenty- five  dollars,  including  costs  and  interest,  which 
taxes  had  remained  unpaid  for  more  than  two  years  after  they  became 
due,  and  which  lands  had  been  sold  for  such  taxes  and  purchased  and 
held  by  the  town,  borough  or  township,  the  township  committee  or 

^  Gen.  Stat,  pp.  3363-3368 ;  P.  L.  1888,  -^  Gen.  Stat,,  pp.  3370-3390. 

p.  97  ;  P.  L.  1895,  p.  671.  *  P.  L.  1896,  p.  201. 

'  P.  L.  1886,  p.  149.  ^  P.  L.  1897,  p.  102. 
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governing  body  of  such  borough  or  town  may  present  to  the  Circuit 
Court  of  the  county  a  petition  containing  a  description  of  the  lands 
assesged,  amount  in  arrears,  persons  having  an  estate  in  or  lien  upon 
the  lands,  &c.,  and  the  court  shall  make  an  order  directing  the  per- 
sons named  in  the  petition  to  show  cause  why  they  should  not  be  or- 
dered to  pay  the  amounts  due,  and  other  necessary  costs,  or  said  lands 
shall  be  ordered  to  be  sold  by  the  collector  of  taxes  in  fee- simple. 
For  procedure  in  selling  the  lands,  serving  notice,  &c.,  sea  the  provi- 
sions of  the^act. 

169.  Tax  Purchase. — Under  the  act  approved  April  14,  1884,^ 
which  is  not  operative  until  submitted  to  the  voters  of  cities  and 
accepted  by  them,  taxes  on  real  estate  remaining  unpaid  for  one  year 
may  be  paid  by  any  person,  other  than  the  owner,  which  payment  is 
called  a  tax  purchase,  and  such  purchaser  is  entitled  to  be  reimbursed 
the  amount  so  paid  the  city,  with  interest  at  the  rate  of  ten  per  centum 
per  annum,  if,  at  any  time  before  the  sale  of  the  property,  hereinafter 
mentioned,  any  person  interested  in  the  said  property  shall  redeem  it 
by  paying  to  the  city  treasurer  the  amount  of  tax  paid  by  the  pur- 
chaser, with  the  eight  per  centum  interest  thereon.  Where  the  taxes 
are  in  arrears  for  five  years,  the  property  is  to  be  sold  according  to 
the  procedure  given  in  the  said  act. 


^Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3414;  P.  L.  1884,  p. 
162. 
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170.  Taxes— When  Due  and  Payable.— By  the  general  tax 
act  of  1846,  assessors  are  required  to  deliver  to  the  township  collector, 
within  fifteen  days  after  the  meeting  of  the  county  board  of  assessors, 
a  true  transcript  or  duplicate  of  the  assessment.^  By  this  section  the 
assessor  is  required  to  deliver  the  duplicate  to  the  collector  on  a  certain 
day ;  the  collector  is  thereupon  doubtless  authorized  to  receive  taxes.2 
The  transcript  or  duplicate  of  assessment  received  from  the  assessor  is 
the  authority  of  the  collector  to  receive  the  taxes  assessed.^  In  town- 
ships/boroughs '  and  towns*  incorporated  under  the  act  approved 
March  7,  1895,  taxes  become  due  and  payable  not  later  than  Decem- 
ber 20,  and  are  returned  as  delinquent  after  that  date.  In  the  cities 
livhen  taxes  become  due  and  payable  is  fixed  by  acts  under  which  such 
cities  are  incorporated,  and  provisions  in  the  charters  of  such  cities 
and  the  acts  of  1882  and  1888,^  the  common  council  of  any  city  may 
fix  by  ordinance  the  time  and  dates  within  which  taxes  shall  become 
due  and  payable,  provided  that  no  time  or  period  shall  be  fixed  later 
than  any  date  which  may  be  established  by  general  law  (December 
.20).^ 

The  tax  due  the  State  from  railroad  and  canal  companies  is  payable 

'Gen.  Stat,  p.  3283,  §  5;  act  of  1846.  Asbury  Park  (P.  L.  1897,  ch.  30),  the 

^Johnson  r.  Van  Horn,  16  Vroom  139.  date  when  taxes  become  due  and  payable, 

^ Hilyard  r.  Harrison,  8  Vroom  170.  as  fixed  by  (barter  and  by  ordinance,  is 

*  Gen.  Stat ,  p.  3283,  §  12 ;  act  of  1846.  the  same  as  the  date  fixed  by  general 

''P.  L.  1897,  p.  307,  ^  45.  law,  viz.,  before  the    twentieth   day  of 

*Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3325;   P.  L.  1895,  pp.  December  in  each  year,  after  which  they 

"256,  739.  become    delinquent.     In   the  following 

"Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3407;    P.  L.  1882,  p.  cities  the  taxes  become  due  and  payable 

126  ;  P.  L.  1888,  p.  371.  at  a  different  time  from  that  fixed  by  the 

*In  the  cities  of  Trenton  (P.  L.  1874,  general   law:    Newark — Taxes  are   due 

p.  132,  'i  247),  Atlantic  City  (P  L.  1854,  the  first  day  of  October,  and  bear  interest 

p.  283,  §  9;  P.  L.  1866,  p.  325,  ^  19),  from  the  twentieth  day  of  October.     (P. 

Bayonne(P.  L.  1873,p.  465,  H7;  P-  L.  L    1857,  p    116,  I  76.)     Jersey  City— 

1874,  p.  546,  I  3),  Passaic  (P.  L.  1875,  ^.  Taxes   are   due  and  payable  after  the 

40),  Plainfield  (P.  L.  1872,  p.  1146,  I  assessor's  books  are  accepted   and  con- 

34),  Bridgeton  (P.  L.  1864,  p.  546,  'i  22;,  firmed  by  the  board  of  finance.     (P.  L. 

3Iorri6town  (P.  L.  1866,  p.  432,  §  8),  and  1889,  p.  189,  §  3.)    Paterson— Taxes  draw 

(130) 
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into  the  State  treasury  on  any  day  between  the  first  day  of  November 
and  first  day  of  February  following/  The  annual  State  license  fee 
from  miscellaneous  corporations  is  due  to  the  State  Treasurer  when 
<;ertified  to  by  the  State  Board  of  Assessors  on  or  before  the  first 
Monday  in  June  of  each  year.^ 

171.  State  School  and  County  Taxes  to  be  Paid  First. 
— It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  collectors  of  the  townships,  cities  or 
wards  of  this  State,  out  of  the  first  moneys  which  shall  be  collected  by 
them,  to  pay  to  the  county  collector  of  the  county  in  which  they  hold 
their  offices,  the  State  and  county  taxes  required  to  be  assessed  in  their 
several  townships,  cities  and  wards  at  the  time  required  by  law  to  pay 
the  same.'  The  time  required  by  law  is  the  twenty-second  day  of 
December,  in  every  year.*  The  State  and  county  taxes  must  be  paid 
by  way  of  preference  out  of  the  first  moneys  raised  by  taxation.* 
"County  collectors  are  required  to  pay  to  the  State  Treasurer  the  quota 
of  the  State  school  tax  within  twenty- five  days  after  tht;  same  shall 
be  due  and  payable  to  them  by  the  several  township,  borough  and 
city  collectors.^ 

172.  Custodian  of  School  Moneys. — In  each  school  district 
there  shall  be  a  custodian  of  school  moneys,  who  shall  receive  and  hold 

interest  if  unpaid  on  the  third  Monday  City — Taxes  become  due  and  payable  on 

of  October.     (P.  L.  1875,  p.  627,  §  1.)  the  twentieth  day  of  October.     (Charter 

Camden — Taxes  payable  not  later  than  1868,  p.  110,  §  19.)      Taxes  remaining 

the  twentieth  day  of  October.     (Charter,  unpaid  after  the  twentieth  day  of  Novem- 

P.  L.  1871,  p.  244,  I  68)     Elizabeth —  ber  bear  interest  at  the  rate  of  twelve  per 

Taxes  become  payable  on  the  twelfth  day  centum  per  annum.     (P.  L.  1870,  p  1146, 

of  August,  and  due  on  the  twentieth  day  §^   47,    48.)      Lambertville — All    taxes 

of  October.     (Charter  1863,  p.   136,   §^  shall   be   due  and   payable    before  the 

74,  75.)     Orange— Taxes  become  due  and  twentieth  day  of  September  in  each  year, 

payable  on  or  before  the  twentieth  day  (P.  L.  1874,  p.  271,  §  7.)     Long  Branch 

•of  October.     (Charter  1869,  p  211,  §  58.)  — Taxes  bear  interest  if  not  paid  before 

New  Brunswick — Taxes  become  due  and  the  fifteenth  day  of  October.      (Charter 

jiayable  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  Septem-  1867,  §  45.)     Cape  May  City— Taxes  be- 

ber.     (P.  L.  1875,  p.  384,  |^  3,  5.)     Phil-  come  delinquent  on  the  twentieth  day  of 

lipsburg— Under  act  of  1875  (P.  L.  1875,  October.     (P.  L.  1875,  p.  233,  I  58.) 
p.  587).  the  common  council  of  Phillips-  ^  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3327,  g  221 ;  P.  L.  1888, 

burg  is  authorized  to  appoint  dates  when  p.  269. 

taxes  become  due  and  payable.     Eahway  'Gen  Stat.,  p.  3337,  §  261 ;  P.  L.  1892, 

— Taxes  bear  interest  if  not  paid  before  p   136. 

the  fifteenth  day  of  October.    (P.  L.  1865,  ^  Qg^  gt^t.,  p.  3300,  §  85 ;  P.  L.  1866, 

p.  523,  U  bl,  58.)    Salem— Taxes  become  p.  1078,  §  25. 

delinquent  on  the  Monday  next  preced-  *Gen.  Stat,  p.  3285,  §  24;  act  of  1846. 

ing  the    first    Tuesday   in    November.  ^  Shields  v.  Paterson,  26  Vroom  495. 

(Charter  1858,  p.  117,  §  19.)     Gloucester  ^  p  l  1900,  p.  252,  §  191. 
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in  trust  all  school  moneys  belonging  to  such  school  district,  whether 
received  from  the  State  appropriation,  State  school  tax,  district  tax, 
appropriation  or  from  other  sourcea,  and  shall  pay  out  the  same  only 
on  orders  signed  by  the  president  and  district  clerk  or  secretary  of  the 
board  of  education.  Each  order  shall  specify  the  object  for  which  it 
shall  be  given,  and  shall  be  made  payable  to  the  order  of  and  shall 
be  indorsed  by  the  person  entitled  to  receive  the  amount  named 
therein.  Said  custodian  shall  pay  over  the  balance  of  school  funds 
remaining  in  his  hands  to  his  successor  in  office.  He  shall  keep  in 
the  book  provided  for  that  purpose  a  record  of  the  sums  received  and 
paid  out  by  him.  At  the  close  of  the  school  year  he  shall  transmit 
to  the  board  of  education  of  the  district  a  report  showing  the  amounts 
received  and  disbursed  by  him  for  school  purposes  during  said  year, 
and  shall  file  a  duplicate  of  such  report  with  the  county  superin- 
tendent of  schools.  A  board  of  education  may  appoint  a  custodian  of 
school  moneys,  who  may  be  a  member  of  said  board,  and  may  fix  his 
salary  and  term  of  office.  Where  the  board  of  education  does  not  so 
appoint,  the  township  or  borough  collector,  city  treasurer  or  other 
person  designated  by  law  as  the  custodian  of  moneys  belonging  to  the 
municipality  in  which  such  school  district  may  be  situate,  shall  be 
the  custodian  of  the  school  moneys  of  such  district,  and  shall  receive 
such  compensation  as  the  township  committee,  common  council  or 
other  governing  body  of  such  municipality  shall  determine,  which 
compensation  shall  be  paid  by  said  township  committee,  common 
council  or  other  governing  body  from  the  funds  of  the  township, 
borough,  city  or  other  municipality.  In  case  the  term  of  office  of  any 
such  township  collector,  borough  collector,  city  treasurer  or  other 
person  shall  expire  before  the  close  of  the  school  year,  he  shall  remain 
and  continue  to  be  the  custodian  of  school  moneys  until  the  close  of 
the  then  current  school  year.  Whenever  in  any  school  district  there 
shall  be  no  custodian  of  school  moneys  appointed  by  the  board  of 
education,  and  there  shall  be  two  or  more  collectors,  treasurers  or 
other  persons  entitled  to  be  custodians  of  school  moneys  in  such  dis- 
trict, the  collector,  treasurer  or  other  person  residing  in  the  municipal- 
ity situate  in  such  school  district  having  the  largest  amount  of  taxable 
property  shall  be  custodian  of  the  school  moneys  of  such  school  dis- 
trict.l 

'  P.  L.  1900,  p.  258. 
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173.  Collection  of  Tax  on  Property  Held  in  Trust.— 
The  taxes  assessed  on  entailed  property,  or  property  or  properties  held 
in  trust,  or  for  life,  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  income  from  such  prop- 
erty, or  by  the  person  or  persons  having  the  present  beneficial  interest 
therein  ;  and  the  person  or  persons  whose  duty  it  may  be  to  pay  such 
income  may  pay  said  taxes,  and  the  amount  thus  paid  may  be  deducted 
from  the  income  on  presenting  to  the  party  receiving  the  income  the 
collector's  receipt  for  the  paid  taxes  ;  but  in  case  the  taxes  so  assessed 
shall  be  on  real  estate,  and  the  person  or  persons  holding  said  real  es- 
tate in  trust,  or  having  a  beneficial  interest  therein,  shall  fail  to  pay 
the  taxes,  the  taxes  assessed  or  laid  thereon  shall  be  a  lien  on  said  real 
estate.^  Where  personal  property  may  come  into  the  hands  of  any 
executor,  administrator  or  trustee  after  the  time  when  the  tax  against 
such  property  might  or  should  have  been  levied  and  assessed  by  the 
assessor,  and  the  commissioners  of  appeal  have  met  and  adjourned, 
and  before  said  tax  has  been  paid,  he  or  they  shall  be  liable  for  said 
tax,  and  the  said  tax  thall  be  a  first  lien  on  the  assets  in  his  or  their 
hands,  and  payment  thereof  shall  be  made  from  such  assets  to  the  col- 
lector, treasurer,  comptroller  or  other  official  entitled  to  receive  such 
tax  on  an  order  or  decree  of  the  Orphans'  Court,  which  order  or  de- 
cree such  court  shall  make  forthwith,  without  awaiting  the  final  set- 
tlement of  any  such  estate,  on  petition  of  the  city  council,  board  of 
aldermen,  township  committee  or  other  governing  board  of  any  mu- 
nicipality affected  by  this  act,  or  the  corporation  attorney  thereof,  on 
proofs  that  any  such  tax  has  been  levied,  assessed  and  imposed  pursuant 
to  the  act  aforesaid,  and  that  the  same  remains  wholly  or  in  part  unpaid, 
and  that  any  personal  property  affected  thereby  has  come  to  the  hands 
of  such  executor,  administrator  or  trustee,  and  he,  she  or  they  has  or 
have  assets  in  their  hands  and  have  failed  or  refused  to  pay  the  same 
or  any  part  thereof ;  providedy  that  such  executor,  administrator  or 
trustee  shall  have  such  reasonable  notice  of  such  application  and  of 
such  order  or  decree  as  the  said  court  may  prescribe  ;  and  in  case  any 
such  executor,  administrator  or  trustee  shall  fail  or  refuse  to  comply 
with  the  terms  of  said  order,  he,  she  or  they  and  their  sureties  shall 
be  personally  liable  for  the  amount  of  said  order  or  decree,  to  the 
extent  of  the  assets  in  the  hands  of  such  executor,  administrator  or 
trustee  which  he  refuses  to  apply  towards  paying  or  satisfying,  so  far 

1  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3401,  g  531 ;  P.  L.  1883,  p.  52. 
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as  possible,  such  order  or  decree.^  Where  real  estate  or  lands  may  be  or 
have  been  mortgaged  to  or  owned  by  an  officer  of  this  State,  or  mort- 
gaged to  or  owned  by  any  official  appointed  by  any  court,  and  held  in 
trust  for  the  benefit  of  any  person,  the  taxes  may  be  collected  out  of 
the  income  of  such  land  or  out  of  money  subject  to  same  trust,  and  if 
taxes  cannot  be  collected,  the  lands  may  be  sold  for  unpaid  taxes.2 
Real  estate  held  in  trust  is  subject  to  assessments  for  improvements 
under  act  approved  April  1,  1898.^ 

174.  Receivers  and  Assignees  to  Pay  Unpaid  Taxes 
Out  of  First  Moneys. — The  receiver  of  any  corporation  appointed 
by  the  Court  of  Chancery  or  any  assignee  in  trust  for  the  benefit  of 
the  creditors  of  the  assignor  shall  take,  receive  and  hold  all  personal 
property  subject  to  all  unpaid  taxes  and  shall,  out  of  the  first  moneys 
received  by  him  or  them,  pay  to  the  proper  collecting  officer  of  the 
municipality  levying  the  tax  all  said  unpaid  taxes,  together  with  the 
interest  and  penalties  thereon ;  this  payment  must  be  made  before  any 
other  payments  are  made  by  any  such  receiver  or  assignee.* 

175.  Discount  for  Prompt  Payment  of  Taxes.— Under  act 
approved  March  24,  1899,*  the  governing  body  of  any  municipality 
may  provide  by  ordinance  or  resolution  that  any  person  paying  taxes 
in  the  year  in  which  said  taxes  are  assessed,  and  between  the  time 
when  the  tax  duplicate  shall  have  been  delivered  to  the  collector  of 
taxes  and  the  date  on  which  by  law  taxes  become  delinquent,  may  be 
allowed  a  discount  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  six  per  centum  per  annum 
from  the  date  of  such  payment  to  the  date  on  which  taxes  become  de- 
linquent. Under  the  act  approved  March  20,  1900,^  the  common 
council,  board  of  aldermen  or  other  board  having  charge  of  the 
finances  of  any  municipality  in  this  State,  may  by  resolution  or  on  de- 
mand fix  the  rate  of  discount  to  be  allowed  for  the  prompt  payment  of 
taxes.  In  boroughs,  a  discount  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  is  allowed 
on  taxes  paid  after  the  duplicate  has  been  delivered  to  the  collector,  and 
prior  to  the  twentieth  day  of  December .'^  In  certain  cities,  under 
the  provisions  of  charters  of  such  cities,  rebates  are  allowed  when 
taxes  are  paid  before  a  certain  designated  day.     Township  committees' 

'P.  L.  1900,  p.  294,  amending  act  ap-  *P.  L.  1896,  p.  181. 

proved  March  24,  1890.  ^  P.  L.  1899,  p.  523. 

» P.  L.  1898,  p.  202.  « P.  L.  1900,  p.  94. 

« P.  L.  1898,  p.  203.  ^  P.  L.  1897,  p.  309,  ^  49. 
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have  power  to  provide  for  an  allowance  of  a  rebate  of  taxes  to  owners 
of  wagons  and  carts  used  in  the  township,  having  tires  of  not  less 
than  four  inches  in  width,  said  rebate  not  to  exceed  one  dollar  for 
each  wheel  in  use  in  any  one  year.^ 

176.  Interest  on  Unpaid  Taxes. — Where  taxpayers  refuse  or 
neglect  to  pay  the  tax  due  by  the  time  appointed  by  law  for  the  pay- 
ment of  same,  such  delinquents  shall  pay  interest  at  the  rate  of  twelve 
per  centum  upon  the  amount  of  each  tax  from  the  time  of  such  delin- 
quency until  such  tax  is  paid,  which  interest  shall  be  added  to  the 
amount  of  each  tax  by  the  officer,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  collect 
such  tax,  and  shall  be  collected  by  such  officer  and  accounted  for  and 
paid  over  by  him  in  the  same  manner  that  the  taxes  of  delinquents 
are  by  law  required  to  be  collected  and  paid  over.^  This  act  is  only 
operative  where  a  special  law  or  charter  does  not  apply.  Under  the  acts 
of  1880  (P.  L.,p.  40)  and  1878  (P.L.,p.  12),  the  town  council  of  towns, 
the  township  committee  of  townships,  or  the  governing  bodies  of  cities 
may,  by  resolution,  determine  to  fix  the  rate  of  interest  on  unpaid  or 
past-due  taxes  at  a  rate  not  less  than  seven  or  not  more  than  twelve 
per  centum  per  annum.  In  boroughs  the  collector  is  required  to  de- 
mand and  collect  interest  on  unpaid  taxes  at  the  rate  of  ten  per  centum 
per  annum  from  the  time  the  same  shall  become  due  and  payable  (De- 
cember 20)  until  fully  paid.'  In  towns  organized  under  the  acts  of  1888 
and  1895,  unpaid  taxes  bear  interest  at  the  rate  of  seven  per  centum 
from  the  time  the  same  became  due  and  payable.^  The  common  councils 
of  cities  have  power  to  fix  or  change  the  rate  of  interest  on  past-due- 
taxes  and  assessments,  due  prior  to  January  1,  1897,  at  a  rate  not 
less  than  eight  per  centum  per  annum.*  This  does  not  apply  to  assess- 
ments and  taxes  adjusted  by  Martin  act  commissioners.  Where  lands 
have  been  sold  for  delinquent  taxes  under  the  act  of  1879,  only  lawful 
interest  (i,  e.,  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum)  can  be 
collected,  and  a  warrant  and  sale  for  a  higher  rate  of  interest  are  illegal.^ 
State  franchise  taxes  on  capital  stock  of  corporations  remaining  unpaid 
after  the  first  day  of  July,  when  they  become  due  to  the  State,  bear  inter- 
est at  the  rate  of  one  per  centum  per  month  until  paid.^    Taxes  assessed 

1  P.  L.  1899,  p.  385,  ^  32.  ^F.  L.  1898,  p.  475. 

2  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3300,  §  87;  P.  L.  1866,    ^Landis  v.   Borough  of  Vineland,  43^ 
p.  1078.  Atl.  Kep.  569. 

» P.  L.  1897,"p.  47.  '  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3339,  ^  216 ;  P.  L.  1892^ 

*Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3503,  g  78;  p.  3542,  §   p.  136. 
229;  P.  L.  1888,  p.  483;  P.  L.  1895,  p. 
218. 
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against  railroad  or  canal  corporations  by  the  State  Board  of  Assessors 
and  remaining  unpaid  on  the  first  day  of  February  following  the  levy 
•thereof,  bear  interest  at  the  rate  of  one  per  centum  per  month  until 
^aid/  Where  assessments  are  reviewed  by  the  State  Board  of  Taxa- 
tion, such  assessments  bear  interest  from  the  time  fixed  by  the  law 
under  which  said  assessments  were  originally  made  and  levied  until 
paid,  upon  the  amount  so  fixed  and  determined  by  the  board.^ 

177.  Refunding  of  Taxes  Paid  in  Error.— In  case  the 
owner  of  any  lands  shall  have  duly  paid  taxes  according  to  the  tax 
bills  presented  him  from  year  to  year,  and  it  shall  subsequently  appear 
that,  through  mistake  or  inadvertence,  the  said  tax  bill  or  bills  for 
any  year  so  presented  to  such  owner  and  paid  by  him  shall  contain 
an  erroneous  lot  number  or  other  misdescription  not  affecting  the 
valuation  of  his  said  land  or  the  amount  of  tax  payable  thereon,  and 
that  by  reason  of  such  misdescription  or  other  mistake  or  inadvert- 
ence the  said  land  of  such  landowner  shall  have  been  sold  for  sup- 
posed non-payment  of  taxes,  whereby  such  landowner  shall  have 
been  compelled  to  pay  for  the  redemption  of  such  land  from  the  said 
sale,  it  shall  be  lawful  and  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  municipal  cor- 
poration in  which  such  land  is  situated,  upon  the  production  by  such 
landowner  of  both  the  tax  receipt  and  the  certificate  of  redemption 
relating  to  the  same  premises  and  for  the  taxes  of  the  same  year,  and 
upon  satisfactory  evidence  that  such  sale  for  alleged  non-payment  of 
taxes  was  made  by  mistake  or  inadvertence,  to  refund  and  repay  to 
such  landowner  the  amount  so  paid  by  him  for  the  redemption  of 
such  land.^ 

178.  Errors  in  Assessments,  How  Corrected.— Under  the 
act  of  1891*  collectors  are  authorized  "to  make  such  amendments, 
corrections  and  alterations  in  the  description  of  any  land  or  real  estate 
as  shall  be  useful  to  better  ascertain  the  location  and  extent  thereof, 
and  to  identify  the  same.''  In  cities  wher  e,  through  an  error  or 
mistake,  a  lot  of  or  tract  of  land  has  been  wrongly  described  or  incor- 
rectly numbered,  the  governing  bodies  of  such  cities  are  authorized  to 
<jause  all  such  mistakes  and  errors  to  be  corrected.  Where  taxes  have 
been  paid  by  reason  of  such  mistake  upon  the  property  of  another, 

»Gen.  Stat,  p.  3327,  ^  221 ;  P.  L.  1888,  1895,  p.  275 ;  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3437,  g-  768  ; 

ip.  269.  P.  L  1891,  p.  394. 

2  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3349,  Pi  316  ;  P.  L.  1895,    *  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3344,  I  294  ;  P.  L.  1891, 

gp.  760.  p.  194,  ^  9. 

2  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3452,  ^  779;  P.  L. 
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the  governing  bodies  of  such  cities  may  cause  the  taxes  or  assessment 
wrongly  paid  to  be  reinstated,  and  properly  entered  upon  the  records 
of  such  cities.l  In  cities  the  board  having  charge  and  control  of  the 
finances  of  such  city  may  return  without  interest  the  amount  of  any 
tax,  assessment  or  water  rent  paid  or  to  be  paid  in  error  by  any  person 
upon  real  estate  situate  therein,  and  to  cancel  the  record  of  such  pay- 
ment ;  provided^  that  no  transfer,  mortgage  or  incumbrance  shall  have 
been  placed  upon  such  record  against  said  property  since  the  date  of 
such  payment  in  error.2  Under  the  act  approved  March  23,  1900,' 
the  common  council,  township  committee  or  other  governing  body  of 
any  municipality  of  the  State,  is  hereby  authorized  to  cancel  and 
satisfy  any  tax  assessment  for  street  improvement,  water  rent  or  other 
municipal  lien,  which  has  or  may  be  hereafter  levied  or  assessed 
against  lands  belonging  to  or  to  be  hereafter  acquired  by  the  State  of 
New  Jersey,  or  the  commissioners  of  the  sinking  fund  thereof,  whether 
the  same  has  or  has  not  been  adjusted  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of 
chapter  112  of  the  laws  of  1886,  and  the  various  supplements  thereto. 
Where  errors  in  taxes  and  assessments  have  been  made  in  the  assess- 
ment levied  by  any  public  road  board  or  other  public  body  or 
municipality,  such  board  may  order  all  such  assessments  and  errors  to 
be  corrected,  and  cause  such  tax  or  assessments  so  paid  by  error  or 
mistake  upon  the  property  of  others  to  be  reinstated  and  charged  and 
properly  entered  upon  the  records  and  maps  of  such  board  or  other 
public  body  or  municipality/  Under  the  act  of  1891*  the  State 
Board  of  Taxation  is  empowered  to  review  and  correct  the  action  of 
the  local  assessors  on  complaint  of  taxpayers.^ 

179.  Adjustment— Revision  and  Settlement  of  Unpaid 
Taxes  and  Interest. — In  towns  and  townships,  the  town  council 
or  the  township  committee  is  authorized  to  make  such  abatement,  re- 
vision, alteration,  adjustment  and  settlement  of  past-due  taxes  and 
assessments,  both  of  principal  and  any  and  all  interest  and  penalties 
thereon,  as  such  board  shall  deem  equitable  and  just,  and  to  be  for 
the  best  interest  of  the  town  or  township.  Where  taxes  have  been 
adjusted  by  the  township  committee  or  town  council,  it  is  the  duty  of 

^Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3436,  ^|  704,  705 ;  P.  L.    ^Gen.   Stat.,  p.  334 i,  §  1 ;  P.  L.  1891, 

1891,  p.  74.  p.  191 ;  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3348,  g  306  ;  P.  L. 
'  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3437, 1  708  ;  P.  L.  1891,   1894,  §  403. 

p.  414.  6  Qen^  gt^t.,  p.  3346,  ^  293 ;  P.  L.  1891, 

3P.  L.  1900,  p.  478.  p.  189. 

*  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3441,  U  731,  732;  P.L. 

1892,  p.  409. 
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the  collector,  upon  receipt  of  a  certified  statement  of  the  amount 
which  the  committee  or  council  shall  have  agreed  to  accept  in  full 
satisfaction  of  unpaid  taxes  and  assessments,  or  either,  to  accept  such 
sum  so  agreed  to  be  accepted,  in  full  satisfaction  of  such  taxes  and 
asseesments,  and  to  give  a  full  receipt  for  the  amount  paid  in  satisfac- 
tion thereof  to  the  person  paying  the  same ;  which  receipt,  accom- 
panied by  such  statement,  shall  be  suflScient  evidence  of  the  payment 
and  satisfaction  of  such  taxes  and  assessments,  and  upon  presentation 
thereof,  with  the  tax  bill  annexed,  to  the  clerk  of  the  county,  he 
shall  satisfy  the  tax  or  assessment  record  in  the  office  relating  to  un- 
paid taxes  and  assessments,  or  either  or  both  of  them,  as  far  as  relates 
to  the  payment  of  said  tax  or  assessment.  Where  a  reduction  has 
been  made  under  this  act  such  reduction  shall  be  null  and  void  unless 
the  taxes  are  paid  within  sixty  days  thereafter.^  In  cities  the  common 
council  or  other  legislative  body  may,  upon  application  and  petition, 
make  such  revision,  alteration,  adjustment  and  settlement  of  past- due 
taxes  levied  on  real  estate  prior  to  the  year  1886.*  This  does  not 
apply  to  any  city  where  commissioners  of  adjustment  have  been  ap- 
pointed by  the  Circuit  Court  under  the  provisions  of  the  Martin  act. 
The  common  councils  of  cities  also  have  power  to  change  and  fix  by 
resolution  the  rate  of  interest  on  all  past- due  taxes  and  assessments  of 
all  kinds,  which  were  due  prior  to  January  1,  1897,  at  a  rate  of  not 
less  than  eighty  per  centum  per  annum.^  This  does  not  apply  to  taxes 
adjusted  under  the  provisions  of  the  Martin  act. 

180.  Collector's  Evidence  of  Right  to  Exemption.— The 
following  shall  be  sufficient  evidence  to  the  collector  or  receiver  of 
taxes  of  the  right  of  any  person  to  claim  exemption  as  aforesaid,  to  wit : 
In  case  of  certain  active  and  exempt  firemen,  the  certificates  of  the 
clerk  of  the  city,  town,  borough  or  township,  or  of  such  other  muni- 
cipal officer  as  shall  have  charge  of  the  records  showing  what  persons 
are  such  active  or  exempt  firemen,  in  case  of  persons  who  served  in 
the  military  or  naval  forces  of  the  United  States  during  the  late  war, 
an  honorable  discharge  from  such  service,  which  discharge  shall  be 
the  last  discharge,  or  the  certificate  of  the  adjutant- general  of  this 
State,  and  in  case  of  all  general  and  staff  officers,  all  commissioned 
and  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians  and  privates  of  the  national 

^  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3431,  P^  679  ;  P.  L.  1890,  *  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3424,  g  643 ;  P.  L.  1887,. 

p.  Ill;  P.  L.  1890,  pp.  31,  111;  Gen.  p  116. 

Stat.,  p.  3429,  Vi   671,  672,  673;  P.  L.  ^  p  l  iggg^  p^  475^ 
1890,  p.  31. 
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guard  of  this  State,  the  following  certificates,  to  wit :  of  general, 
staff  and  commissioned  officers,  the  certificate  of  the  adjutant- general 
of  this  State,  and  of  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians  and  pri- 
vates, the  certificate  of  the  commandant  of  the  respective  company, 
band  or  battery  to  which  they  belong,  as  the  case  may  be ;  which  cer- 
tificates shall  specify  that  the  person  or  persons  therein  named  are  in 
the  active  service  of  the  national  guard  of  this  State.^  In  case  any 
two  or  more  persons  residing  in  the  same  city,  town,  borough  or 
township  shall  be  entitled  as  above  provided,  from  the  same  officer  or 
from  the  clerk  of  any  city,  town,  borough  or  township,  such  certifi- 
cates may  be  combined  in  the  form  of  a  list  of  the  persons  residing 
and  entitled  as  aforesaid,  which  list  shall  be  certified  by  such  officer 
or  clerk  and  filed  by  him  with  the  collector  or  receiver  of  taxes  of 
such  city,  town,  borough  or  township,  at  or  before  the  time,  in  each 
year,  when  taxes  shall  be  due  and  payable  therein.^  No  person  shall  be 
entitled  to  claim  or  receive  the  benefit  of  more  than  one  exemption  in 
any  one  year,*  and  shall  elect  at  the  time  of  making  such  claim  for  ex- 
emption only  one  of  the  three  causes  for  tax  exemption/  The  receiver 
of  taxes  of  any  city  shall  deduct  from  the  taxes  payable  by  honorably- 
discharged  soldiers  or  sailors  of  the  late  war  of  the  rebellion,  upon  the 
production  of  his  discharge,  the  amount  of  exemption  now  allowed 
in  all  cases  wherein  the  commissioners  of  assessment  or  other  officers 
charged  with  the  duty  of  making  assessment  of  taxes,  have  failed  to 
make  such  allowance.^ 

181.  Taxes  in  Townships  Setoff  or  Divided— How  Col- 
lected.— When  a  township  has  been  set  off  and  divided  from  another 
township,  all  taxes  due  and  in  arrears  at  the  time  of  the  incorporation 
of  such  new  township  shall  be  collected  by  the  collector  of  the  town- 
ship in  which  said  taxes  were  originally  assessed,  and  all  proceedings 
for  the  enforcement  thereof,  by  sale  of  land  or  otherwise,  shall  be 
taken  by  the  collector  of  said  township  in  the  same  manner  and  with 
the  same  effect  as  if  such  division  of  such  township  had  not  been 
made.^ 

182.  Collateral  Inheritance  Tax. — The  act  imposing  a  tax, 
for  the  use  of  the  State,  of  five  dollars  on  every  hundred  dollars  of 

1  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3419, 1  615  ;  P.  L.  1885,  *  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3419,  ^  612 ;  P.  L.  1885, 

p.  94 ;  P.  L.  1900,  p.  458.     '  p.  94. 

'  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3419,  §  616  ;  P.  L.  1885,  °  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3453,  §  803 ;  P.  L.  1895,- 

p.  94.  p.  450. 

3  Gen.  Stat,  p.  3314,  g  169 ;  P.  L.  1888,  ^  p^  j^   i897,  p.  35,  §  7. 
p.  479. 
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value,  on  all  estates  valued  over  five  hundred  dollars,  which  shall 
pass  by  will  or  by  the  intestate  laws  of  New  Jersey,  except  legacies 
or  estates  passing  to  certain  designated  relatives,  and  public  and  char- 
itable bequests,  can  be  found  in  P.  L.  1894,  p.  318,  and  Gen.  Stat., 
p.  3339.  These  designated  relatives  are  mother,  father,  husband, 
wife,  brother,  sister,  son-in-law,  or  daughter-in-law,  and  lineal  de- 
scendants. The  statute  provides  in  detail  for  the  collection  of  this 
tax  from  the  administrator,  executor,  trustee,  &c.,  through  the  surro- 
gate's office  and  by  the  treasurer  of  the  State.  For  a  brief  history 
and  treatise  on  this  important  subject,  see  Black's  New  Jersey  Law 
of  Taxation,  chap.  VII.,  p.  13L 

183.  Proceedings  Where  Dog  Tax  is  Not  Paid.— It  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  collector,  or  the  person  or  persons  having  the 
authority  and  power  to  collect  the  taxes  authorized  to  be  assessed, 
and  he  or  they  are  hereby  required  to  kill,  or  cause  to  be  killed,  any 
dog  or  dogs,  bitch  or  bitches,  of  any  person  or  persons,  who  may 
neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  the  said  taxes,  and  the  expense  of  killing 
the  same  shall  be  paid  by  the  township  committee  of  the  township 
wherein  said  collector  or  person  is  authorized  to  collect  said  taxes, 
the  same  not  to  exceed  fifty  cents  for  each  dog  or  bitch.  The  penalty 
incurred  by  the  collector  for  neglecting  to  perform  this  duty  is  a  for- 
feiture and  payment  to  the  township  committee  of  the  whole  amount 
of  tax  assessed  against  the  owner  or  harborer  of  such  dog  or  bitch,  to 
be  appropriated  by  the  township  committee  towards  the  payment  of 
the  damage  done  to  domestic  animals.^ 

184.  Taxes  and  Assessments  Received  in  Installments. — 
Under  the  act  approved  February  28,  1878,2  collectors  in  cities  are 
authorized  to  receive  unpaid  taxes  in  installments  of  not  less  than  one- 
fourth  of  the  whole  amount  of  the  taxes  and  interest  remaining  unpaid, 
at  any  time  before  the  sale  of  the  lands  and  real  estate  upon  which 
said  taxes  are  a  lien.  In  cities,  towns,  boroughs  and  villages,  col- 
lectors are  authorized  to  receive  assessments  on  lands  especially  assessed 
for  improvements,  in  equal  yearly  payments.^  In  townships  the 
committee,  in  levying  assessments  for  curbing,  laying  and  repairing 
sidewalks,  shall  in  the  resolution  of  assessment  determine  whether  the 
assessment  shall  be  paid  in  one  payment  or  in  equal  annual  install- 

^  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  46,  g  72  ;  P.  L.  1866,  p.  » P.  L.  1898,  p.  358 ;  P.  L.  1899,  p.  369 ; 

839.  P.  L.  1897,  p.  316 ;  P.  L.  1891,  p.  33,  §  62. 

» Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3395, 1  507  ;  P.  L.  1878, 
p.  38. 
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ments.^  The  tax  due  the  State  for  steam  railroad  and  canal  companies 
under  the  act  of  1884,  may  be  paid  in  four  equal  installments,  on  or 
before  the  first  days  of  February,  May  and  August,  and  the  fifteenth 
day  of  October  of  each  year.  This  privilege  of  payment  by  install- 
ments shall  not  be  granted  unless  the  portion  of  the  tax  which  is  ap- 
plicable to  county  and  local  purposes  shall  be  paid  before  the  first  day 
of  February  following  the  levy. 2  In  cities  of  the  first  class,  property 
owners  may  pay  assessments  on  property  for  special  benefits  in  full, 
or  in  installments  at  the  option  of  the  property  owner.^ 

185.  Vacancy  in  Office  of  Collector— Taxes,  How  Col- 
lected.— Where  any  borough  or  taxing  district  has  neglected  or 
refused  to  appoint  an  assessor  to  assess  and  levy,  or  a  collector  to  col- 
lect the  State  school  or  other  tax  due  the  State,  then  the  assessor  and 
collector  of  the  township  from  which  the  said  borough  or  taxing  dis- 
trict was  originally  carved  out  shall  levy  and  collect  all  taxes  due 
from  such  borough  or  taxing  district,  whether  in  arrears  or  otherwise^ 
in  the  manner  provided  for  in  the  act  approved  March  19,  1891.* 

1  P.  L.  1899,  p.  390.  Stat,  p.  489,  §  131 ;  P.  L.  1895,  pp.  407, 

2  Gen  Stat.,  p.  3327,  ^  221 ;  P.  L.  1888,      582,  ?  7  ;   P.  L.  1898,  pp.  67-92. 

p.  269,  g  10.  *Gen.  Stat,  p.  3316;    P.  L.  1891,  p. 

3  Gen.  Stat,  p.  486,  U  122,  123;  Gen.       102. 
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186.  Election  and  Terms  of  Collectors. — In  towoships^  and 
boroughs*  collectors  are  elected  by  the  people  at  the  annual. election, 
held  on  the  second  Tue  day  of  March,  for  a  term  of  three  years. 
In  townships^  the  collector's  term  of  office  begins  on  the  second  Tues- 
<3ay  after  election,  and  in  boroughs^  it  begins  on  the  Monday  next 
following  election.  In  towns'^  collectors  are  elected  for  a  term  of  three 
years.  In  cities  of  the  first  class  collectors  are  appointed  by  the 
mayor  for  a  term  of  two  years.*  In  cities  of  the  second  class,  having 
not  less  than  50,000  population,  the  receiver  of  taxes  is  appointed  for 
A  term  of  three  years.^  In  cities  of  the  second  class,  having  less  than 
15,000  population,  the  collector  is  elected  for  a  term  of  three  years.* 
In  cities  of  the  third  class  the  collector  is  elected  for  a  term  of  three 
years.^  In  cities  where  the  receiver  of  taxes  holds  office  by  law  or 
charter  for  an  indefinite  term,  the  governing  body  of  such  city  may 
fix  the  term  by  ordinance,  not  to  exceed  five  years.*® 

187.  Oath. — Before  entering  upon  the  execution  of  their  duties, 
township  and  borough  collectors  must  make  and  subscribe  to  an  oath 
or  affirmation  that  they  will,  to  the  best  of  their  ability  and  under- 
standing, faithfully,  justly  and  impartially  execute  the  duties  of  the 
office  to  which  they  have  been  elected  or  appointed." 

188.  Vacancy  in  Office  of  Collector— How  Filled.— 
Where  there  is  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  collector  in  a  township,  in 
case  two  or  more  persons  shall  have  an  equal  number  of  votes  at  the 

1  P.  L.  1899,  p.  378,  'i  17.  « Gen.  Stat ,  p.  3440,  §  727 ;  P.  L.  1892, 

'  P.  L.  1897,  p.  286,  §  4.  p.  285. 

3  P.  L.  1899,  p.  374,  H-  '  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3443,  g  745 ;  P.  L.  1893, 

*  P.  L.  1897,  p.  286,  ^^  4.  p.  178. 
^  P.  L.  1900,  p.  480.  10  P.  L.  1897,  p.  142. 

« Gen.  Stat,,  p  729,  ^i  1313 ;  P.  L.  1889,  ^^  P.  L.  1899,  p.  374,  §  7  ;  P.  L.  1897, 

{3.  187  ;  P.  L.  1893,  p.  117.  p.  288,  ^^  8. 
^P.  L.  1900,  p.  415. 

(142) 
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township  election  for  the  same  office,  or  there  be  a  failure  to  elect  any 
such  officer,  or  a  refusal  by  the  person  elected  or  appointed  to  the 
office  of  collector  to  accept  the  same,  or  if  any  person  shall  resign 
from  the  same,  or  shall  die  or  remove  out  of  the  township,  or  become 
incapable  of  serving,  or  fail  to  take  or  subscribe  to  the  oath  or  affirm- 
-ation  prescribed  by  law  for  his  office,  or  shall  fail  to  deliver  such  oath 
or  affirmation  to  the  township  clerk  within  the  time  limited  by  law, 
or  shall  not  give  such  security  as  may  be  by  law  required  within  the 
prescribed  time,  then  such  office  shall  be  deemed  to  be  vacant,  and  the 
township  committee  shall  forthwith  by  resolution  fill  such  vacancy.l 
In  boroughs,  such  vacancies  are  filled  by  appointment  by  the  mayor, 
with  the  consent  of  the  council,  until  the  next  annual  election.2 

189.  Borough  Collectors— Their  Powers  and  Duties.— 
Collectors  in  boroughs  possess  and  perform  the  like  powers  and  duties 
possessed  and  performed  by  the  collectors  of  the  several  townships, 
and,  in  addition  thereto,  act  as  treasurers  of  their  respective  boroughs, 
and  collect,  hold  and  receive  all  moneys  assessed  or  raised  by  taxation 
or  assessment,  for  any  and  all  purposes  within  the  borough,  including 
all  fees  for  licenses,  fines,  penalties  and  other  moneys  in  any  way  be- 
longing to  the  borough,  which  said  taxes,  assessments  and  moneys 
shall  be  held  by  said  collector  ;  all  said  moneys  shall  be  paid  out  by 
him  only  upon  a  warrant  ordered  by  the  council,  signed  by  the  mayor, 
attested  by  the  borough  clerk,  which  said  warrant  shall  be  num- 
bered and  be  made  payable  to  the  order  of  the  person  entitled  to  re- 
ceive the  same,  and  shall  state  the  fund  against  which  drawn,  and  be 
dated  the  day  upon  which  the  same  was  ordered  issued  by  the  council ; 
providedj  that  whenever  a  resolution  directing  the  payment  of  bills 
and  demands  shall  have  been  vetoed  by  the  mayor  and  passed  over 
saia  veto  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  all  the  councilmen,  then  a  copy 
of  said  resolution,  attested  by  the  clerk,  shall  be  a  warrant  to  the  col- 
lector to  pay  said  bills  and  demands  ;  provided^  however,  that  it  shall 
not  be  lawful  for  the  council  to  order  warrants  drawn  on  the  colkctor 
except  at  a  regular  meeting  or  an  adjourned  regular  meeting.  The 
collector  shall  enter  in  suitable  books,  to  be  kept  for  the  purpose,  the 
sums  received  by  him  each  day  for  taxes,  with  the  names  of  the  per- 
sons on  whose  account  the  same  shall  be  paid,  shall  keep  a  record  and 
account  of  the  finances  of  the  borough,  and  shall,  on  the  Tuesday  two 

^ P.  L.  1899,  p.  375,  ^8.  'P.  L.  1897,  p.  286,  |  4. 
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weeks  before  the  annual  borough  election,  or  when  otherwise  required 
by  the  council,  make  and  furnish  a  report  thereof,  with  a  detailed  and 
true  statement  of  all  moneys  received  by  him,  and  of  all  moneys  dis- 
bursed therefrom,  and  for  what  purposes,  from  the  commencement  ot 
his  official  year  to  the  date  of  his  report,  or  for  such  period  as  the 
council  may  require,  and  a  list  of  delinquent  taxpayers  for  the  pre- 
vious year,  which  report,  with  two  copies  of  said  statement  and  said 
list  of  delinquents,  he  shall  file  with  the  borough  clerk  at  least  twelve 
days  before  the  annual  borough  election,  or  when  otherwise  required 
by  the  council.^ 

190.  Collector  the  Custodian  of  the  Duplicate.— The  tran- 
script or  duplicate  of  assessment  received  from  the  assessor  is  the  author- 
ity of  the  collector  to  receive  the  taxes  assessed.  In  law,  the  collector  is 
regarded  as  the  custodian  of  the  duplicate.  Writs  of  certiorari  to  re- 
move assessments  for  review  are  directed  to  him  while  in  office.^ 
After  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office,  the  collector  must  deliver 
the  duplicate  to  the  borough  council  or  township  committee,  and  the 
borough  or  township  clerk  becomes  the  custodian  of  the  same.^ 

191.  Borough  Collectors  to  Render  Account  of  Moneys 
Collected  and  Paid— Place  of  Deposit.— In  addition  to  the  an- 
nual report  and  statement  required  to  be  made  by  him,  the  borough 
collector  shall,  when  requested  to  do  so  at  any  time  by  the  council, 
render  to  said  council  a  true  and  full  account  of  all  moneys  collected 
by  him  as  said  collector  up  to  such  time,  and  of  all  payments  made 
by  him  out  of  said  moneys,  and  for  what  purpose,  and  shall  also, 
when  required  by  resolution  of  said  council,  deposit  in  any  bank  or 
banking  institution  designated  by  them  all  moneys  then  in  his  hands 
or  thereafter  collected  or  received  by  him  for  any  purpose,  in  the  cor- 
porate name  of  such  borough,  subject  to  drafts  thereon,  to  be  signed 
by  the  said  mayor,  attested  by  the  borough  clerk  and  countersigned 
by  the  said  collector.* 

192.  Town  Collectors— Their  Powers  and  Duties.— Col- 
lectors in  towns  incorporated  under  the  acts  of  1888  and  1895*  are 
authorized  to  receive  and  collect  all  moneys  due  to  the  town,  whether 
for  taxes,  assessments,  arrears  of  taxes  or  otherwise ;  the  town  council 

1  P.  L.  1900,  p.  400,  amending  section  *  P.  L.  1900,  p.  400,  ^  18. 

17  of  the  borough  revision  act  of  1897.  ^Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3495,  ^29;  P.  L.  1888, 

'Hilyard  v.  Harrison,  8  Vroom  170.  p.  483 ;  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3531,  §  180;  P.  L. 

3  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3455 ;  P.  L.  1895,  p.  818.  1895,  p.  218. 
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shall  provide  him  with  an  office  in  the  town  hall,  which  he  shall' 
attend  at  such  times  as  shall  be  designated  by  the  council  by  ordi- 
nance ;  he  shall  enter  in  suitable  books  to  be  provided  for  that  pur- 
pose by  the  council,  any  sums  received  by  him  for  any  purpose,  and 
he  shall  specify  in  such  entry  the  names  of  the  persons  by  whom  or 
on  whose  account  the  payments  are  made,  the  dates  of  payment  and 
the  purpose  for  which  payment  is  made,  and  if  any  part  of  any  pay- 
ment is  for  interest  or  penalties,  the  amount  thereof  shall  be  separately 
stated ;  he  shall,  at  least  once  each  week,  pay  over  all  moneys  collected 
by  him  for  the  town  to  the  town  treasurer,  and  shall  take  his  receipt 
therefor ;  he  shall  furnish  the  council  at  least  once  in  each  week,  and 
oftener,  if  required,  a  statement  of  all  moneys  received  and  collected 
by  him  since  his  last  preceding  report  was  made,  and  he  shall  perform 
all  such  other  duties  appertaining  to  the  said  office  as  the  council  shall 
by  ordinance  prescribe ;  he  shall  make  a  full  report  annually  on  the 
first  of  April,  to  the  council,  of  all  moneys  received  and  disbursed  by 
him,  and  he  shall,  whenever  required,  lay  before  the  council  for  ex- 
amination and  audit  all  books,  papers  and  vouchers  appertaining  to 
his  office.^ 

193.  Collection  of  Taxes  in  Villages. — Taxes  in  vil- 
lages incorporated  under  the  act  of  1891^  are  collected  by  the  col- 
lector of  the  township  wherein  such  village  lies  (or  of  each  township 
wherein  such  village  lies),  in  the  same  manner  as  other  taxes  are  col- 
lected, and  the  collector  shall  pay  the  same  over  to  the  village  trustees 
or  other  governing  authorises  of  such  village.  Where  village  col- 
lectors are  elected  by  the  voters  of  villages  under  the  act  approved 
March  19,  1895,  such  election  is  for  a  term  of  three  years,  and  the 
collectors  have  the  same  powers  and  authority,  and  are  subject  to 
the  same  duties  and  penalties  and  receive  the  same  compensation,  as  is 
now  provided  by  law  in  regard  to  township  collectors.* 

194.  Compensation  of  Collectors. — In  cities,  towns,  town- 
ships and  boroughs  the  annual  salary  or  compensation  of  collectors  is 
fixed  by  statute  or  by  ordinance  Of  the  board  of  aldermen,  common 
council,  township  committee  or  borough  council.*     When  the  collector 

^Gen.  Stat,,  p.  3495,  ^28;  P.  L.  1888,    *Gen.  Stat.,  p.  462,  |  22;  P.  L.  1893^ 

p.  483;  Gen.  Stat,  p.  3525,  §  179;  P.  L.  p.  117;  P.  L.  1877,  p.  225;  Gen.  Stat.„ 

1895,  p.  218.  p.  565,  ^505;  P.  L.  1897,  p.  293 ;  P.  L. 

'Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3724  ;  P.  L.  1891,  p.  33.  1899,  p.  372,  g  32. 

'Gen.  Stat.,  p. 3739,  ^  125;  P.  L.  1895, 
p.  341,  §  2. 

10  DT 
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receives  a  fixed  salary  he  is  not  entitled  to  additional  fees.^  In  muni- 
cipalities where  no  salary  is  provided  by  statute  or  ordinance^  collec- 
tors are  entitled  to  the  following  fees  : 

For  collecting  all  the  taxes,  for  each  name  on  the  duplicate 
(provided  that  no  name  occurring  on  the  duplicate  more 
than  once  be  counted  more  than  as  one  man)2 $0. 1 2 

For  collecting  district  school  taxes,  to  be  paid  by  the  town- 
ship committee  or  other  governing  body  of  the  munici- 
pality wherein  such  tax  is  collected' f  of  .01^ 

For  collecting  the  tax  on  every  dog  or  bitch  assessed* $0.05 

For  killing  every  dog  or  bitch  on  which  the  tax  is  unpaid,  a 

sum  not  to  exceed  *• 50 

For  prosecuting  and  recovering  the  penalty  for  exhibiting  any 
menagerie  or  circus  without  a  license,  on  every  dollar  re- 
ceived*   25 

For  attending  before  the  commissioners  of  appeal  in  cases  of 
taxation,  hearing  complaints  as  to  assessments,  and  per- 
forming the  duties  required  of  them  while  there,  for  each 
day" 2.00 

For  making  return  in  writing,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
February  in  each  year,  to  the  clerk  of  the  county,  of  un- 
paid taxes  on  real  estate,  for  each  name  so  returned^ 02 

For  each  distress  under  warrant  for  collection  of  delinquent 

taxes  ^ 34 

For  executing  warrant  to  sell  land  for  the  collection  of  unpaid 

taxes  thereon,  for  each  name  on  said  warrant  ^^ 25 

For  selling  under  last-  mentioned  warrant " 25 

For  every  adjournment  of  any  such  sale  12 10 

'  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3300,  §  90  ;  P.  L.  1866,    ^Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3299,  ^  81  ;  P.  L.  1866, 

p.  1078.  p.  1078. 

»Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3300,  ?  90;  P.L.  1866,    ^Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3355,  ?  342;  P.  L.  1879, 

p.  1078 ;  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3739,  ?  125 ;  P.  L.  p.  340,  g  13.  * 
1895,  p  341.  »Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3304,  ^17;  P.  L.  1878, 

•''  P.  L.  1900,  p.  256,  §  197.  p.  195. 

*  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  46,  'i  76 ;  P.  L.  1873,  p.    ^^  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3356,  I  353 ;  P.  L.  1880, 

126.  p.  283. 

^Gen.  Slat.,  p.  46,  I  72 ;  P.  L.  1866,  p.    " Gen. Stat ,  p.  3356,  'i  350 ;  P.  L.  1880, 

839.  p.  283. 

« Gen.  Stat.,  p.  1437,  ?^  8  ;  act  approved    "  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3356,  §  350  ;  P.  L.  1880, 

March  29, 1874.  p.  283. 
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For  making  and  executing  each  certificate  of  sale  under  such 

warrant ' $0. 50 

(Besides  actual  disbursements  for  printing,  &c.) 

When  lands  are  purchased  by  township,  one-half  fees  are  al- 
lowed./^ 

For  giving  a  receipt  for  the  amount  paid  in  full  satisfaction  of 

such  taxes,  costs  and  expenses^ 20 

195.  Collector's  Bond. — Collectors  are  required  to  give  bonds 
in  such  sums  and  with  such  sureties  as  the  township  committee, 
town  council  or  borough  council  shall  approve,  conditioned  for  the 
faithful  performance  of  the  duties  of  their  office.*  The  bonds  given 
for  the  faithful  performance  of  duty  by  a  township  collector  or  other 
:financial  officer  of  any  township,  into  whose  hands  shall  come  the 
money  and  securities  of  any  school  district,  shall  be  liable  for  and 
held  to  embrace  the  faithful  performance  of  duty  relating  to  the  care 
of  school  funds  and  securities  by  such  financial  officers.*  Borough 
<jollectors  are  required  to  renew  their  bonds  annually,  between  the 
fifteenth  day  of  March  and  twenty- first  day  of  April  of  each  year, 
and  in  default  thereof  the  office  shall  be  deemed  vacant ;  providedy 
that  when  required  by  the  council  the  collector  shall  give  and  the 
council  may  accept,  in  addition  to  such  bond,  a  bond  with  like 
sureties  conditioned  for  the  safe-keeping  and  payment  of  all  moneys 
coming  to  his  hands  as  such  collector.^  A  bond  containing  conditions 
not  prescribed  by  statute,  will  not  be  void  if  given  voluntarily  and  not 
exacted  by  the  municipal  authorities.^  County  collectors  are  re- 
quired to  give  bonds.^ 

196.  County  Collectors. — County  collectors  are  appointed  by 
the  county  boards  of  freeholders,  for  a  term  of  three  years.^  Under 
the  act  of  1886,  p.  301,^*^  the  compensation  of  employes  and  officers 
appointed  by  county  boards  of  freeholders  may  be  fixed  by  such 
boards,  and  where  the  compensation  is  not  so  fixed  by  the  county 

1  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3356,  ^  350 ;  P.  L.  1880,  =  P.  L.  1897,  p.  213 ;  p.  46,  §  1. 

p.  283.  «  P.  L.  1897,  p.  288,  §  9. 

^  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3356,  §  353 ;  P.  L.  1880,  ^  Hoboken  v.   Harrison,  1  Vroom  74  ; 

p.  283.  Hoboken  v.  Evans,  2  Vroom  342. 

'Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3357,  U   361-363 ;  P.  ^Qg^^  g^at.,  p.  412,  ^9  ;  P-  L-  1846. 

L.  1880,  p.  283  ;  P.  L.  1881,  p.  215.  ^Qen.  stat.,  p.  443;  P.  L.  1894,  p.  341. 

*Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3494,  ^  21 ;  P.  L.  1888,  i^Gen.  Stat,  p.  437,  ?^  164 ;  P.  L.  1886, 

p.  483,  §  21 ;  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3739,  ^  125;  p.  301. 
P.  L.  1895,  p.  341,  §  1 ;  P.  L.  1897,  p.  228, 
I  9;  P.  L.  1899,  p.  378,  §  17. 
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boards,  the  county  collectors  are  entitled  to  receive  two  per  cent.,  and 
no  more,  of  all  taxes  and  other  moneys  which  they  shall  receive  and 
pay  to  the  order  of  the  board  of  freeholders.  Where  the  said  board 
is  of  the  opinion  that  these  fees  are  too  high,  it  has  statutory  author- 
ity to  fix  them  at  a  lower  rate.^  Before  he  enters  upon  the  execution 
of  his  office,  the  county  collector  is  required  to  give  bond,  with  two 
sureties,  being  freeholders  and  residents  of  the  county,  in  such  sum 
as  the  board  of  freeholders  shall  think  proper,  conditioned  for  the 
faithful  performance  of  the  duties  of  his  office.2  The  money  received 
by  the  county  collector  shall  be  paid  out  by  him,  from  time  to  time, 
to  the  order  of  the  board  of  freeholders,  signed  by  the  director.^  He  is 
also  required  to  collect  the  proportion  of  quota  of  the  State  school  and 
county  tax  fixed  by  the  county  board  of  assessors,  from  each  of  the 
taxing  districts  in  the  county/  The  State  school  tax  must  be  paid  by 
him  to  the  State  treasurer  within  twenty-five  days  after  it  is  due  and 
payable  to  the  county  collector  from  the  township  and  city  assessors.* 
The  county  collector  also  receives  and  holds  in  trust  that  part  of  the 
State  appropriation  for  schools  which  belongs  to  his  county,  and  is 
required  to  pay  the  same  to  the  collectors  of  the  several  townships 
and  boroughs,  and  to  the  city  treasurers  of  his  county,  upon  the  order 
of  the  county  superintendent  of  schools.^  The  two  copies  of  the 
abstract  of  ratables  made  by  the  county  board  of  assessors  must  be 
delivered  to  the  county  collector,  and  he  shall  forthwith  file  one  copy 
and  transmit  the  other  to  the  comptroller  of  the  State.^  County  col- 
lectors are  required  to  make  an  annual  statement,  and  publish  it  in 
newspapers  designated  by  the  board  of  freeholders,  within  thirty  days 
after  the  annual  meeting  of  the  said  board.® 

197.  Liability  of  Collectors.— Under  the  general  tax  act  of 
1846^  township  collectors  are  made  liable  for  any  deficiency  that  may 
result  from  their  neglect  of  duty,  and  by  section  25  of  the  same  act^° 
township  collectors  are  liable  to  county  collectors  for  money  collected 

^Gen.  Stat,  p.  419,  M5;  P.  L.  1893,  p.  192;    Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3283,  M;    act  of 

p.  113.  April  14,  1846. 

2  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  412,  §  19;  P.  L.  1846.  ^Gen.  Stat.,  p.  417,  §  54;  P.  L.  1882, 

3  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  413,  ?^  26;  act  of  April  p.  224;  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  442,  ^  187;  P.   L. 
16, 1846.  1889,  p.  325;  Gen.  Stat,  p.  424,  ?  881 ; 

*  Gen.  Stat ,  p.  3300,  ?  85  ;  P.  L.  1866,  P.  L.  1893,  p.  493. 

p.  1078  ^Gen.    Stat.,   p.    3284,   g    15;    act  of 

*P.  L.  1900,  p.  252,  §  19.  April  14,  1846. 

•P.  L.  1900,  p.  254,  I  194.  ^"Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3285;  act  of  April  14,. 

'  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3309,  ?  140;  P.  L.  1883,  1846. 
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by  them  and  not  paid  over,  in  an  action  of  trespass  on  the  case,  before 
any  judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  PJeas  of  such  county.  The  duty 
imposed  by  law  upon  collectors  of  taxes  is  an  unconditional  payment 
of  the  money  collected,  at  the  time  directed  by  the  statute,  and  for  the 
performance  of  such  duty  the  collectors  and  their  sureties  became 
bound,  just  as  they  would  have  been  bound  if  that  particular  duty 
had  been  specified  in  the  condition  of  the  special  bond.  Their  liability 
results  from,  and  must  be  measured  by,  their  contract.  And  this,  in 
effect,  is  an  absolute  covenant,  that  the  collector  will  pay  over  the 
money  collected.  And  it  is  no  defense  to  an  action  brought  to  enforce 
this  covenant,  that  the  money,  after  having  been  collected,  was  stolen 
from  the  collector  without  any  negligence,  want  of  due  care  or  other 
blame  or  fault  whatever  on  his  part.  It  makes  no  difference  as  to  the 
extent  of  his  liability  whether  such  money  had  been  collected  by  him 
in  the  ordinary  way  or  had  been  received  from  a  constable  for  delin- 
quent taxes.  Collectors  of  taxes,  guilty  of  official  misconduct,  may  be 
punished  by  indictment.^  If  any  county,  township,  city  or  ward  col- 
lector, or  any  receiver  or  collector  of  arrears  of  taxes  shall  embezzle, 
unlawfully  loan  or  retain  in  his  hands  any  money  received  or  collected 
by  him  for  the  State,  or  any  county,  city,  borough,  township,  ward,  or 
school  or  road  district,  he  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor  and  liable 
to  a  fine  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars  or  imprisonment  not  exceed- 
ing five  years,  or  both.^  When  any  township,  town,  borough  or  ward 
collector  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  furnish  a  copy  of  the  duplicate  or 
tax  warrants  in  his  possession  as  required  by  act  approved  March  21, 
1873,  he  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars  for  every  five  days  he 
so  neglects  or  refuses.*  For  neglect  to  file  true  account  of  receipts  and 
expenditures  required  by  section  19  of  the  township  act  of  1899,  he 
shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars.*  For  failing  to 
comply  with  the  demand  of  the  council  for  a  statement  of  moneys  re- 
ceived and  paid,  borough  collectors  are  liable  to  a  fine  of  one  hundred 
dollars.'^  For  failure  or  neglect  to  make  return  to  county  clerk  of  all 
unpaid  taxes  assessed  during  the  previous  year  he  is  liable  to  a  fine  of 
one  hundred  dollars.*     For  failure  to  execute  tax  warrant  or  refusing 

1  Black's  N.  J.  Law  of  Taxation,  p.  318,  *  P.  L.  1899,  p.  378,  g  17. 

§  308.  5  p  L^  1897,  p.  293,  ^  19. 

'Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3300,  §  86  ;  P.  L.  1866,  «Gen.  Stat,  p.  3355,  ^  342 ;  P.  L.  1879, 

p.  1078.  p.  340. 

»Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3303,  U  104, 106 ;  P.  L. 
1873,  pp.  6,  7. 
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to  pay  moneys  to  treasurer  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  every  such 
neglect  or  refusal  thirty- two  dollars,  to  be  recovered  with  costs  by 
action  of  debt  by  the  township  treasurer.^  For  failure  to  surrender 
duplicate  and  books  to  township  committee  on  expiration  of  term  of 
ofifice  the  sum  of  five  dollars  per  day  for  each  day's  failure  beyond 
sixty  day 8.^  County  collectors  are  liable  for  failure  in  the  perform- 
ance of  their  duties  to  a  penalty  of  fifty  dollars,  to  be  recovered  in  an 
action  before  any  justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  are  liable  for  all 
moneys  collected  and  not  paid  over  by  them.* 

198.  Collector  to  Assess  Omitted  Property  and  Correct 
Description. — The  collector  ot  any  taxing  district  may  at  any  time 
before  the  meeting  of  the  commissioners  of  appeal  in  cases  of  taxation 
enter  the  name  of  any  person  with  a  proper  assessment,  which  may^ 
have  been  omitted  or  overlooked  by  the  assessor,  giving  said  person 
immediate  notice  of  such  entry  and  of  the  time  and  place  of  the 
meeting  of  the  said  commissioners  of  appeal.*  Under  the  act  of  1891* 
collectors  are  authorized  "  to  make  such  amendments,  corrections  and 
alterations  in  the  description  of  any  land  or  real  estate  assessed  as 
shall  be  useful  to  better  ascertain  the  location  and  extent  thereof  and 
to  identify  the  same." 

199.  When  to  Advertise  and  Demand  Tax.— On  the  first 
day  of  October,  annually,  the  collector  shall  give  notice  of  the  tax  by 
advertisements  set  up  in  at  least  four  of  the  most  public  places  of  the 
borough  or  township,  and  that  if  it  be  not  paid  by  a  certain  day 
therein  mentioned  (the  twentieth  day  of  December),^  the  name  of  the 
defaulter,  with  the  tax,  will  be  returned  to  a  justice  of  the  peace 
for  prosecution ;  in  such  advertisement,  notice  shall  also  be  given 
of  the  time  and  place  of  the  meeting  of  the  commissioners  of 
appeal  in  cases  of  taxation.^  The  township,  town  or  borough  col- 
lector, within  sixty  days  after  the  receipt  of  the  transcript  or  dupli- 
cate of  the  said  assessment,  shall  demand  payment  of  the  tax  or  sum 
assessed  on  each  individual  in  his  township,  town  or  borough,  in  per- 
son or  by  notice  left  at  his  or  her  place  of  residence,  or,  where  the 

^  See  Hugg  v.  Camden,  Spea.  583 ;  Jer-  ^Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3346,  ?  294  ;  P.  L.  1891, 

fcey  City  v.  Kline,  12  Vroom  223;  Gen.  p.  194,  ?  9. 

Stat,  p.  3311,  n53  ;  P.  L.  1886,  p.  313.  « P.  L.  1897,  p.  307. 

« Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3455  ;  P.  L.  1895,  p.  818.  '  Gen,  Stat.,  p.  3283,  ^  10  ;  act  of  April 

•^  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3286,  ^  28 ;  act  of  1846.  14, 1846. 

*Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3290,  ?^  56  ;  P.  L.  1848, 
p.  230. 
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residence  or  post-office  address  is  precisely  known  to  said  collector,  or 
where  any  real  estate  or  any  mortgage  or  personal  property  is  assessed 
in  any  township,  town  or  borough  to  any  person  not  resident  in  said 
township,  town  or  borough,  but  a  resident  in  this  State,  and  the  resi- 
dence and  post-office  address  of  such  person  whose  property  is  so 
assessed  is  known  to  said  collector,  by  mailing  such  notice  to  the  post- 
office  address  of  such  person  or  persons,  with  the  postage  prepaid 
thereon,  and  also  give  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  the  meeting  of 
the  said  commissioners  of  appeal.^  Under  an  act  approved  March, 
1847,*  collectors  in  the  townships  of  Camden  and  Gloucester  counties 
are  required  to  give  notice  and  demand  tax  on  the  first  day  of  August 
and  to  pay  taxes  to  county  collector  by  the  twenty-second  day  of 
October.  The  notice  required  shall  be  in  writing  or  printed,  and 
shall  set  forth  the  number  of  acres  assessed,  the  value  of  the  real 
estate  and  the  personal  property  assessed  to  each  one,  and  the  rate  per 
dollar  assessed,  and  the  several  sums  assessed  on  each  person  or  cor- 
poration for  State,  county,  township,  poor,  school,  road,  poll,  dog  and 
other  taxes  as  the  same  are  stated  in  the  duplicate.' 

200.  To  Make  Annual  Report  of  Receipts,  Expendi- 
tures, Taxes  Unpaid  and  Delinquents. — Township  collectors 
are  required,  on  or  before  the  fifth  day  of  February,  annually,  to 
make  to  the  township  committee  and  file  with  the  township  clerk  a 
full  and  detailed  account  of  his  receipts  and  disbursements  as  such 
collector  for  the  next  preceding  fiscal  year,  the  names  of  all  persons^ 
delinquent  in  the  payment  of  their  taxes  at  the  close  of  each  fiscal 
year,  together  with  the  amount  of  taxes  due  from  them  respectively^ 
which  account  shall  be  in  writing  and  verified  by  his  oath.*  In 
boroughs  the  collector  shall,  ^'  on  the  Tuesday  two  weeks  before 
the  annual  borough  election,  or  when  otherwise  required  by  the 
council,  make  and  furnish  a  report  thereof,  with  a  detailed  and 
true  statement  of  all  moneys  received  by  him,  and  of  all  moneys 
disbursed  therefrom,  and  for  what  purposes,  from  the  commence- 
ment of  his  official  year  to  the  date  of  his  report,  or  for  such 
period  as  the  council  may  require,  and  a  list  of  delinquent  taxpayers 
for  the  previous  year,  which  report,  with  two  copies  of  said  statement 
and  said  list  of  delinquents,  he  shall  file  with  the  borough  clerk  at 

'  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3322,  §  206 ;  P.  L.  1895,  »Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3300,  ^  88  ;  P.  L.  1866, 

p.  739.  p.  1078. 

2  P.  L.  1847,  p.  175;  P.  L.  1868,  p.  *P.  L.  1899,  p.  378,  ?  17. 
1120. 
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least  twelve  days  before  the  annual  borough  election,  or  when  other- 
wise required  by  the  council."  ^  In  towns  the  collector  is  required  to 
make  a  full  report  annually  to  the  council,  on  the  first  day  of  April, 
of  all  moneys  received  and  disbursed  by  him,  and  he  shall,  whenever 
required,  lay  before  the  council  for  examination  and  audit  all  books, 
papers  and  vouchers  appertaining  to  his  office  2 

201.  To  Furnish  Copy  of  Duplicate  and  Tax  Warrants, 
When  Required. — The  collector  of  taxes  in  any  township,  borough, 
town  or  ward  in  this  State,  shall  furnish  a  correct  copy,  in  writing, 
under  oath  or  affirmation,  of  the  duplicate  or  transcript  of  the  assess- 
ment of  taxes  and  the  tax  warrant  or  warrants  in  his  hands  or  posses- 
sion, to  the  committee  of  the  township  or  common  council  of  the  town 
or  borough  whereof  he  is  collector,  when  required  by  a  resolution  of 
said  committee  or  council,  within  five  days  after  a  copy  of  such  reso- 
lution in  writing,  attested  by  the  clerk  of  the  township,  town  or  borough, 
shall  be  served  on  him.  No  more  than  one  copy,  however,  shall  be 
required  as  aforesaid  of  a  collector  during  his  term  of  office.^  . 

202.  When  to  Make  Annual  Report  of  UncoUeetable 
Taxes. — On  or  before  the  first  day  of  April,  annually,  the  collector 
or  other  officer  having  the  collection  of  taxes  for  any  township  in  this 
State,  shall  make  out  and  file  with  the  clerk  of  such  township  a  state- 
ment in  writing,  setting  forth  in  detail  the  name  of  each  person  as- 
sessed whose  tax  or  taxes  he  has  been  unable  to  collect  from  the  person 
charged  with  such  tax  or  taxes,  by  reason  of  removal,  insolvency  or 
erroneous  assessment,  the  value  and  kind  of  property,  the  amount  of 
tax  and  the  cause  of  inability  to  collect  said  tax,  in  each  case,  in 
proper  columns  provided  in  a  list  for  that  purpose,  which  said  state- 
ment shall  be  verified  by  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  such  collector  or 
other  collecting  officer.*  The  township  committee  shall,  within  ten 
days  after  the  filing  of  such  statement,  carefully  examine  the  same, 
and  on  being  satisfied  as  to  its  correctness,  or  the  correctness  of  any 
part  thereof,  may  by  resolution  credit  and  release  the  collector  from 
liability  and  the  collection  of  any  or  all  taxes  so  reported  by  him  as 
being  uncollectable.'^ 

1  P.  L.  1897,  p.  293.  *  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3306,  ^  125 ;  P.  L.  1881, 

'  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3439.  ^^  28 ;  P.  L.  1888,  p.  255. 

p.  483  ;  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3525,  §  152;  P.  L.  ^Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3306,  U  125, 126  ;  P.  L. 

1895,  p.  218.  1881,  p.  255. 

'  Gen.  Slat ,  p.  3303,  U  104,  105  ;  P.  L. 
1873,  pp.  5,  7. 
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203.  To  Surrender  Books  Within  a  Certain  Time. — 
Township  and  borough  collectors,  and  their  successors,  must,  upon 
the  expiration  of  their  terma  of  office  and  within  sixty  days  after  a 
settlement  has  been  made  with  the  township  committee  or  borough 
council,  surrender  to  the  township  committee  or  borough  council  all 
tax  duplicate  books  and  papers  of  their  office  pertaining  to  the  col- 
lection of  taxes.  Any  collector  failing  to  surrender  the  tax  dupli- 
cate books  and  other  papers  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  five 
dollars  per  day  for  each  day's  failure  beyond  sixty  days,  to  be  sued 
for  and  recovered  in  any  court  of  law  by  any  taxpayer  residing  in 
any  township  or  borough.  The  township  or  borough  clerk,  after  the 
surrender  of  the  books,  is  authorized  to  give  all  certificates  in  cases  of 
taxation  that  the  several  collectors  of  taxes  are  now  authorized  to 
give.^  Collectors  in  towns  are  required  to  deliver  all  books,  records, 
&c.,  to  their  successors  within  ten  days  after  the  expiration  of  their 
term  of  office.  2 

204.  To  Attend  Before  Commissioners  of  AppeaL— The 
collector,  immediately  after  having  received  his  duplicate  from  the 
assessor,  shall  submit  the  same  to  the  committee  of  the  township  or 
common  council  of  the  city  or  borough  whereof  he  is  the  collector, 
and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  committee  and  common  council  to 
carefully  examine  the  same,  and  if  they  have  reason  to  believe  that 
any  individual  or  corporation  has  been  assessed  at  too  low  a  rate,  or 
omitted  to  have  been  assessed,  as  required  by  law,  they  shall  there- 
upon authorize  and  require  the  collector  to  notify  the  said  individual 
or  corporation  that  complaint  will  be  made  to  the  commissioners  of 
appeal  in  cases  of  taxation,  and  the  said  collector  shall,  at  least  ten 
days  before  the  time  of  meeting  of  said  commissioners,  deliver  to  said 
individual  or  leave  at  his  dwelling-house,  or  deliver  to  the  president, 
cashier,  treasurer,  clerk  or  secretary,  or  if  no  such  officer  can  be  found, 
to  any  director  of  the  corporation,  or  leave  at  the  place  of  business  of 
such  corporation,  a  notice  in  writing  or  printing  of  the  following  or 

like  tenor,  viz.,  '^  To :   You  are  hereby  notified  that 

complaint  will  be  made  to  the  commissioners  of  appeal  in  cases  of 

taxation,  at ,  on next,  that  you  have  been  assessed  at 

too  low  a  rate  (or  omitted  to  be  assessed),  to  the  end  that  after  due 

*  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3455 ;  P.  L.  1895,  p.  818. 
'Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3494,  §  23;  P.  L.  1888, 
p.  483. 
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examination  of  the  facts,  such  addition  may  be  made  to  your  taxes  as 
shall  be  right  and  proper  according  to  law ; "  and  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  collector  to  attend  before  said  commissioners  and  to  present  the 
complaints,  and  to  subpoena  all  proper  and  necessary  witnesses  and 
pay  them  their  fees,  and  he  shall  receive  out  of  the  public  money  two 
dollars  for  every  day  he  shall  so  attend.^ 

205.  To  Render  Account  of  Moneys  Received  and  to 
Pay  Over  on  Demand. — Collectors,  constables  and  justices  of 
the  peace  must  render  to  the  township  committee,  when  by  them 
required,  a  true  account  of  all  the  moneys  which  they  or  any  of  them 
shall  have  received,  on  any  assessment  made  or  to  be  made,  and  not 
paid  oyer  to  the  county  collector  according  to  law,  which  money  such 
collectors,  constables  or  justices  of  the  peace  are  hereby  required  to 
pay  over  to  the  township  committee. 2 

206.  To  Collect  Taxes  Assessed  by  County  Board. — 
Where  taxes  have  been  levied  and  assessed  in  any  municipality,  by  a 
committee  appointed  by  the  county  board  of  assessors,  in  case  of  a 
vacancy  in  the  office  of  assessor  of  such  municipality  occurring  at  the 
time  of  the  meeting  of  the  county  board  of  assessors,  the  said  taxes 
shall  be  collected  in  the  same  manner  and  according  to  the  same  laws 
in  force  for  the  collection  of  other  taxes  therein.' 

207.  To  Accept  Sum  Fixed  by  Township  Committee 
or  Borough  Council  in  Adjustment  of  Past-Due  Taxes. 
— It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  township  or  town  collector,  upon  re- 
ceiving a  certified  statement  of  the  amount  which  the  township  com- 
mittee or  town  council  shall  have  agreed  to  accept  in  full  satisfaction 
of  such  unpaid  taxes  and  assessments,  or  either,  to  accept  such  sum  so 
agreed  to  be  accepted,  in  full  satisfaction  of  such  taxes  and  assess- 
ments, and  to  give  a  receipt  for  the  amount  paid  in  satisfaction  thereof 
to  the  person  paying  the  same ;  which  receipt,  accompanied  by  said 
statement,  shall  be  sufficient  evidence  of  the  payment  and  satisfaction 
of  such  taxes  and  assessments,  and  upon  presentation  thereof,  with 
the  tax  bill  annexed,  to  the  clerk  of  the  county,  he  shall  satisfy  the 
tax  or  assessment  record  in  the  office  relating  to  unpaid  taxes  and 
assessments,  or  either  or  both  of  them,  as  far  as  relates  to  the  payment 
of  the  said  tax  or  assessment.* 

^  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3299,  'i  81 ;  P.  L.  1866,    ^Qen.  stat.,  p.  3311, 1  148  ;  P.  L.  1895, 

p.  1078.  p.  139. 

'  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3288,  \  39  ;  act  of  April    *  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3429,  I  672 ;  P.  L.  1890, 

14,1816.  p.  31. 
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208.  To  Make  Return  of  Unpaid  Taxes  on  Real  Estate 
to  County  Clerk. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  township  collector 
of  each  township,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  February  in  each  year 
hereafter,  to  make  return  in  writing  to  the  clerk  of  the  county  in 
which  his  township  is  situate,  of  all  unpaid  taxes  a8ses3ed  the  pre- 
ceding year  on  real  estate  situate  in  his  township,  setting  forth  against 
whom  assessed,  the  date,  description  of  the  property,  the  amount  of 
tax  thereon,  to  which  he  shall  affix  an  oath  or  affirmation  in  writing^ 
to  the  effect  that  the  same  is  just,  true,  full  and  complete  in  every 
particular,  as  shown  by  his  tax  duplicate,  and  for  such  service  he 
shall  be  paid  by  his  township  the  sum  of  two  cents  for  each  name  so 
returned ;  and  in  case  the  said  collector  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  make 
such  return  as  herein  provided,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  town- 
ship the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars,  to  be  recovered  in  an  action 
of  debt  in  any  court  of  competent  jurisdiction.^  Section  14  of  the 
tax  act  of  1891,  page  196,  provides  that  no  return  of  taxes  or  list  of 
delinquents  made  by  the  collector,  nor  the  proceedings  touching  or 
concerning  such  return,  shall  be  set  aside  or  reversed  on  certiorari  or 
otherwise  for  lack  of  form,  which  does  not  impair  the  substantial 
rights  of  the  plaintiff  in  certiorari, 

'  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3355,  §  342 ;  P.  L.  1879, 
p.  340. 
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IL    ASSESSOR'S   AFFIDAVIT. 
(Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3296  ;  P.  L.  1866,  p.  1078,  g  12.) 

State  of  New  Jersey,  i 

y  gg 

County  of J 

I,  ,  assessor  of  the  taxing  district  of .,  in  the  county  of 

,  do  hereby  swear  that  I  have  diligently  inquired  respecting  the  nature 

and  value  of  the  real  and  personal  estate  liable  to  taxation  in  the  ^ 

whereof  I  am  assessor,  and  have  without  favor  or  partiality  valued  all  the  said  prop- 
erty liable  to  taxation  in  said  taxing  district,  at  its  full  and  fair  value,  at  such  price 
as  in  my  judgment  said  property  would  sell  for,  at  a  fair  and  bona  fide  sale  by  private 
contract  on  the  day  prescribed  by  law  for  commencing  the  assessment,  and  that  I 
have  deducted  from  such  value  only  such  balance  of  debts  as  is  prescribed  by  law. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me, 

this  day  of ,  19. 

Assessor. 


} 

'  Township,  ward  or  borough. 


III.    ASSESSOR'S  OFFICIAL  OATH. 

(P.  L.  1897,  p.  285,  g  8  ;  P.  L.  1899,  p.  372,  §  7.) 

I,  ,  do  solemnly  and  sincerely  promise  and  swear  (or  affirm)  that  I  will 

truly,  faithfully,  honestly  and  impartially  value  and  assess  the  ratable  estates  in  the 
^  of ,  in  the  county  of ,  and  that  in  making  such  valua- 
tions and  assessments  I  will,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  judgment,  observe  the 
directions  of  the  law  respecting  the  same  ;  and  that  I  will  make  a  true  return  of  all 
such  assessments  to  the  county  board  of  assessors  at  their  annual  meeting. 


Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  ■»  Assessor, 

this  day  of ,  &c.  } 


Clerk  of  the of 

>  Township,  borough  or  taxing  district 


IV.    TAX  RETURN. 

(Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3283,  g  I.) 

State  of  New  Jersey,  ^ 
County  of j 

I,  ,  do  solemnly  swear  (or  affirm)  that  the  following  schedule  contains 

a  true  and  correct  statement  of  all  the  real  and  personal  property  owned  by  me  and  in 
my  possession,  or  held  by  other  person  or  persons,  in  trust  or  otherwise,  on  the 

twentieth  day  of  May,  taxable  in  the  (borough  or  township  or  ward)  of  , 

in  said  county,  for  the  year ,  including  debts  due  and  owing  to  me  from 

solvent  debtors,  together  with  a  just  and  true  statement  of  debts  due  and  owing  by 
me,  the  creditors  to  whom  they  are  owing,  and  the  residence  of  such  creditors : 
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SCHEDULE   OF   REAL   ESTATE. 


Real  property. 

Where  situate. 

Amount. 

,,                      

MORTGAGE   DEBTS   ON   ABOVE    REAL   PROPERTY. 


Name  of 
mortgage-holder. 

Residence  of 
holder. 

Date  when 
incurred. 

Amount  of 
mortgage. 

SCHEDULE  OF   PERSONAL   PROPERTY. 


Notes,  book  accounts  and  other  debts  due  from  solvent  debtors. . . 

Cash  on  hand  and  on  deposit  in  bank 

National  and  State  bank  shares 

Household  furniture,  horses,  carriages,  cattle,  books,  pictures, 
jewelry,  musical  instruments,  valued  at 

Materials  in  stock  manufactured  or  in  process  of  being  manu- 
factured, and  other  goods  and  chattels  of  every  kind, 
valued  at .', 

Farming  stock  and  utensils,  valued  at 

Steamboat  and  vessel  property 

Stocks  in  foreign  corporations 

Otherpersonal  property  subject  to  taxation 

Total  amount  of  personal  property 

Number  of  dogs  owned  or  harbored 

11  D  T 


Amount. 


162 


BLANKS  AND   FORMS. 


And  that  the  following  is  a  just  and  true  statement  of  debts  due  and  owing  by  de- 
ponent to  creditors  residing  in  this  State,  with  the  names  and  residences  of  such  credi- 
tors, and  that  no  part  of  such  indebtedness  was  incurred  for  the  purpose  of  reducing 
the  taxes  of  deponent : 


Name  of 
creditors. 

Kesidence  of 
creditors. 

Dates  when  indebt- 
edness was  incurred. 

Amount  of  debt. 

Total  af^T^'i"^  '^^  nprsnnal  dphts 

— ^ —  —  J „ 

SCHEDULE   OF   NON-TAXABLE  PROPERTY   AND   PROPERTY   OTHERWISE  TAXED. 


and  deponent  further  declares  and  says  that  the  above  securities  were  purchased  and 
obtained  in  good  faith. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me^  

this day  of ,190...  j 


Assessor. 


Y.    CORPORATION  TAX  RETURN. 

FOR     ALL    PRIVATE    CORPORATIONS,     EXCEPT    INSURANCE    COMPANIES    (lIFE    AND 

fire),   banks,   including  savings  banks   and   CORPORATIONS   FORMED 

OR   ACTING   UNDER   THE  GENERAL   CORPORATION   LAW. 

(Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3297,  g  77 ;  P.  L,  1866,  p.  1078.) 

This  class  of  corporations  is  required  to  pay  tax  upon  their  property  and  assets, 

the  same  as  individuals.    They  are  entitled  to  a  deduction  for  debts  due  to  creditors 

residing  in  this  State,  and  for  non-taxable  property  and  property  exempt  from 

taxation. 
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State  of  New  Jersey,  ") 

€0UNTY   OF J 

I, ,  of  the ,  of  the ^  of ,  on  oath 

declare  and  say  that  the  actual  value  of  the  entire  assets  of  the  said  company  on  the 
twentieth  day  of  May,  190...,  was  the  sum  of 

That  said  company  claims  exemption  from  taxation,  and  a  deduction  for  the  fol- 
lowing sums,  included  in  the  total  amount  of  assets  above  given,  for  debts  due  and 
owing  on  that  day  by  said  company  to  creditors  residing  in  this  State ;  that  the 
names  of  such  creditors,  the  places  at  which  they  severally  reside,  and  the  dates  at 
which  such  indebtedness  was  created  or  incurred,  is  as  follows : 


Name  of 
creditors. 

Kesidence  of 
creditors. 

Amount  of  debt. 

When  created 
or  incurred. 

That  the  said  company  further  claims  exemption  for  property  not  taxable,  and 
exempt  from  taxation,  included  in  the  total  amount  of  assets  above  given,  which  was 
purchased,  or  of  which  it  became  the  owner,  at  the  date  given,  as  follows : 


Description  of  property. 

Date  at  which  the 

company  became  owner 

or  purchaser. 

Value  or  amount. 



I  further  declare  that  no  part  of  the  indebtedness  above  stated,  for  which  exemp- 
tion from  taxation  is  claimed,  was  created  or  incurred  by  said  company,  nor  was 
any  part  of  the  property  above  described,  for  which  exemption  from  taxation  is 
claimed,  or  which  is  claimed  to  be  non-taxable,  purchased  or  obtained  by  said  com- 
pany for  the  purpose  or  with  the  intent  of  evading  or  escaping  taxation ;  but  such 
indebtedness  was  created  and  incurred,  and  such  property  purchased  and  obtained 
in  good  faith. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  meat ,^ 

N.  J.,  this  day  of  ,  190 / 

Assessor. 


Taxing  district. 
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VI.    CORPORATION  TAX  RETURN. 

FOR  SAVINGS  BANKS  AND  INSURANCE  COMPANIES,  HAVING  NO   CAPITAL   STOCK. 

(Gen.  Stat,  p.  3297,  §77.) 

This  class  of  corporations  is  required  to  pay  tax  upon  the  full  amount  of  their 
property  and  valuable  assets  without  deduction  for  debts  or  liabilities.  (Gen.  Stat.,  p. 
3296,  ^  76.) 

State  of  New  Jersey,  ) 
County i 

I,  of  the  taxing  district  of ,  on  oath  declare  and  say 

that  the has  no  capital  stock,  and  that  the  amount  and  value  of  the 

entire  property  and  valuable  assets  of  said on  the  twentieth  day  of  May, 

190  ,  was  the  sum  of ;  that  exemption  is  claimed  by  the  said 

for  the  amount  and  value  of  the  following  property  and  securities  included  in  the 
amount  of  property  and  valuable  assets  above  given,  on  the  grounds  that  the  same 

are  non-taxable,  or  exempt  from  taxation,  and ;  that  a  correct  statement 

and  description  of  such  property  and  of  the  dates  at  which  it  was  purchased  or 
obtained  by  the  said  is  as  follows: 


Description  of  property. 

Date  when  purchased 
or  obtained. 

Value  or  amount. 

I  further  declare  that  no  part  of  the  said  property  or  securities  claimed  to  be  non- 
taxable or  exempt  from  taxation,  were  purchased  or  obtained  by  the  said 

for  the  purpose,  or  with  the  intent  of  evading  or  escaping  taxation ;  but  that  the  same 
was  purchased  and  obtained  in  good  faith. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  \  

this day  of / 


Assessor. 


VII.    CORPORATION  TAX  RETURN. 

FOR  STATE   AND   NATIONAL   BANKS. 

The  stock  of  this  class  of  corporations  is  to  be  assessed  for  taxes  where  the  holder 
or  owner  resides,  if  resident  in  this  State.  The  tax  on  the  shares  on  non-residents  is 
assessed  against  the  bank,  and  may  be  retained  by  it  from  dividends,  and  becomes  a 
lien  upon  the  stock.  Real  estate  owned  by  such  corporation,  other  than  the  banking 
house,  and  the  lot  whereon  the  same  is  situate,  is  taxed  where  located.  (P.  L.  1900, 
295.) 
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State  of  New  Jersey,  \ 

County  of ^ 

I, ,  of  the Bank,  located  in  the ward  of 

the  ...  of ,  upon  oath  declare  and  say  that  the  entire  amount  of  the 

capital  stock  of  the  said  bank  on  the  third  Wednesday  in  January,  189      ,  was  the 

sum  of ,  divided  into shares  of  the  par  valueof 

dollars  each,  and  that  the  following  is  a  correct  statement  of  the  names  and  residences 
of  the  several  stockholders  of  the  said  bank  on  that  day,  and  the  number  of  shares 
held  by  each  stockholder. 

SCHEDULE  OF  STOCKHOLDERS. 


Names  of  stockholders. 

Residences. 

Number  of  shares. 

, 

And  I  further  declare  that  the  following  is  a  correct  statement  of  the  description 
and  location  of  all  real  estate  owned  by  the  said  bank  on  that  day,  besides  the  bank- 
ing house  and  the  lot  whereon  the  same  is  situate. 


Description  of  real  estate. 


Where  situate. 


Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me 


this 


day  of 


189. 


Assessor. 


VIII.    OFFICIAL    OATH  OF   COMMISSIONERS  OF  APPEAL. 

(P.  L.  1897,  p.  285,  §  8 ;  P.  L.  1899,  p.  372,  i  7.) 

I,  ,  do  solemnly  and  sincerely  promise  and  swear  (or  affirm)  that  I 

^ill  well,  truly  and  faithfully  execute  the  trust  reposed  in  me,  and  perform  my  duty 

as  a  commissioner  of  appeal  in  cases  of  taxation  for  the of , 

in  the  county  of ,  according  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  understand- 
ing, without  favor  or  partiality. 


Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me 


<this 


day  of , 


J  me  I 
etc.  I 


Clerk of 
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IX.     NOTICE  OF   MEETING  OF  COMMISSIONERS   OF   APPEAL. 

(Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3289,  g  47.) 
NOTICE  TO   TAXPAYERS. 

The  commissioners  of  appeal  in  cases  of  taxation  in  and  for  the  ^  of 

in  the  county  of  ,  will  convene  at  the  (town  or  borough 

hall)  in  said ^  on  Tuesday,  the day  of  November,  at  ten 

o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  to  hear  and  determine  all  appeals  that  may  then  be  pre- 
sented. Property  owners  are  requested  to  notice  the  time  and  give  their  attendance ; 
otherwise,  no  excess  of  valuation  which  may  be  laid  upon  them  will  be  remitted. 

Dated, 


Commissioners  of  Appeal, 
*  Township  or  borough. 


X.    APPEAL  FROM  ASSESSOR'S  VALUATION. 

To  the  commissioners  of  appeal  in  cases  of  taxation,  for  the  of 

,  in  the  county  of : 

Your  petitioner,  ,  residing  at ,  in  the  county  of , 

respectfully  shows  that is  the  owner  of  certain  property  situate  at , 

in  the  county  of ,  consisting  of ,  and  known  and* 

described  as ,  and  that  said  property  has  been  assessed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  taxation  for  the  year at  a  valuation  of ,  at  which  your 

petitioner  is  aggrieved,  because  the  said  assessment  is  in  excess  of  its  true  value. 

Your  petitioner  prays  that  the  said  assessment  be  reduced  to  the  true  value  of  the 

property,  to  wit,  

Signed,  


XI.    SUBPCENA  FOR  A  WITNESS. 
(Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3299.) 
To  , 


For  certain  reasons  offered  before  the  commissioners  of  appeal  of  ^ 

of ,  we  command  that  you  personally  be  and  appear  before  us,  at 

,  on  Tuesday,  November ,  19 ,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon^ 

to  given  evidence  relative  to  the  taxes  assessed  against 

Witness  our  hands  and  seals)  

this day  of ,  19...  /  


Commissioners  of  Appeal. 
*  Township  or  borough. 
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XII.    OATH   OF   WITNESS    BEFORE   ASSESSOR   OR    COM- 
MISSIONERS OF  APPEAL. 
(Gen.  Stat,,  p.  3297,  §78.) 

I,  ,  do  swear  (or  solemnly  affirm)  that  1  will  true  answer  make  to 

all  such  questions  as  shall  be  put  to  me,  touching  the  taxable  property  of  myself 

(or  of ),  and  that  therein  I  will  speak  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and 

nothing  but  the  truth,  so  help  me  God. 


XIII.    JUDGMENT  OF  COMMISSIONERS  OF  APPEAL.  REDUCING 

ASSESSMENT. 


Appellant, 

V. 

(Township  or  Borough)  of. 

,  County  of 


^ 


}  Judgment. 


, ,  having  appealed  from  the  valuation  of  property  situate  at 

,  consisting  of  ,  to  the  sub- 
scribers, the  commissioners  of  appeal  in  cases  of  taxation  in  and  for  the  said  (town- 
ship or  borough)  of ,  and  we  having  heard  the  parties  and  witnesses 

thereto,  do,  after  due  examination  of  the  facts  and  consideration  of  the  case,  adjudge 

and  determine  that  the  valuation  of »..,  levied  on  the   property  of 

,  the  above-named  appellant,  known  and  described  as , 

be  hereby  reduced  to  the  true  value  of  said  property,  to  wit, 

Given  under  our  hands  this  \ 


.day  of ,  19.. 


Commissioners  of  Appeal. 


XIV.  NOTICE  TO  TAXPAYER  THAT  HE  IS  ASSESSED  AT  TOO  LOW 
A  RATE,  OR  OMITTED  FROM  ASSESSMENT. 
(Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3290,  §57.) 
To ; 

You  are  hereby  notified  that  I  shall  complain  to  the  commissioners  of  appeal  in 

cases  of  taxation  in  and  for  the  (township  or  borough)  of ,  at  a  meeting  to 

be  held  by  them  on  the day  of  next,  at  ,  in 

said  (township  or  borough),  at  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  that  you  have 

been  assessed  for  taxes  by  the  assessor  of  said  (township  or  borough)  at  too  low  a 
rate  (or,  that  you  have  been  omitted  in  the  assessment  for  taxes  by  the  assessor  of  said  town- 
ship or  borough),  and  that  I  shall  request  the  said  commissioners  that,  after  due 
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examination  of  the  facts  and  consideration  of  the  case,  they  shall  make  such  addition 
to  your  assessment  (or,  shall  make  such  assessment  against  you)  as  shall  be  agreeable  to 
the  principles  of  justice. 

Dated 


Complainant. 


XV.     COMPLAINT    TO    COMMISSIONERS    OF    APPEAL   THAT    PROP- 
ERTY HAS  BEEN   ASSESSED  AT  TOO   LOW   A 
VALUATION   OR  OMITTED. 
(Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3290,  g  57.1 
To  the  commissioners  of  appeal  in  cases  of  taxation  in  and  for  the  (township  or 

borough)  of : 

The  subscriber,  one  of  the  taxable  inhabitants  of  the  (township  or  borough)  of 

hereby  complains  that has  been  assessed  by  the  assessor  of 

said  (township  or  borough)  at  too  low  a  rate  (or,  has  been  omitted  from  the  assessment 
for  taxes),  and  requests  that,  after  due  examination  of  the  facts  and  consideration  of 
the  case,  such  addition  shall  be  made  to  the  assessments  (or,  such  assessment  shall  be 

levied  against  the  said ),  as  shall  be  agreeable  to  the  principles  of  justice. 

Dated  this ^^7\ 

of ,  19 i 

Complainant. 


XVI.    JUDGMENT  OF  COMMISSIONERS  OF  APPEAL,  MAKING 
ADDITION  TO  AN  ASSESSMENT. 

State  of  New  Jersey,  ) 

'  >  ss. 

COUBTY    OF .,J 

,  complainant,  against ,  taxpayer. 

,  one  of  the  taxable  inhabitants  of  the  (township  or  borough)  of 

,  having  complained  to  the  subscribers,  the  commissioners  of  appeal  in 

cases  of  taxation  in  and  for  said  (townshipor  borough),  that  hath  been 

assessed  by  the  assessor  of  said  (township  or  borough)  at  too  low  a  rate,  and  it  ap- 
pearing that  five  days'  notice  in  writing  hath  been  given  of  said  complaint  to  the 

said ,  by  the  said ,  and  that  the  same  would  be  heard  at 

this  time,  we,  the  said  commissioners,  having  heard  the  parties  and  their  witnesses, 
after  due  examination  of  the  facts  and  consideration  of  the  case,  do  adjudge,  agree- 
ably to  the  principles  of  justice,  that  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars  be  added  to  the  same 
assessment,  making  the  whole  tax  to  be  paid  by  the  said to  the  collec- 
tor of  said  township,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  \ 
day  of,  etc.  /  


Commissioners  of  Appeal. 
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XVII.    PETITION    OF   APPEAL  TO  STATE    BOARD  OF  TAXATION. 

(Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3344,  §286.) 

In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  for  the  reduction  1 

■of  the  tax  assessment  for  the  year ,  on  property  situate  !   petition. 

in  the  city  or  township  of    ,  county  of and   | 

State  of  New  Jersey.  J 

To  the  State  Board  of  Taxation : 

Your  petitioner,  residing  at  (P.  O.  address)  ,  in   the 

county  of ,  State  of ,  respectfully  shows  that 

is  the  owner  of  certain  property  situate  in  the  taxing  district  of ,  county 

of ,  consisting  of and  known  as^ 

That  said  property  has  been  assessed  for  the  purpose  of  taxation  for  the  year 
at  a  valuation  of dollars,  at  which  assessment  your  peti- 
tioner is  aggrieved,  because  the  said  assessment  is  in  excess  of  its  true  value,  and  is 
also  in  excess  of  the  assessments  levied  against  properties  of  like  character  and  those 
similarly  situated  in  the  same  locality. 

Your  petitioner  has,  therefore,  not  paid  the  taxes  so  levied  for  the  year , 

and  prays  that  the  said  assessment  of dollars  for  the  year  , 

be  reduced  to  the  true  value  of  the  property,  to  wit: 

Dated , 

(Signed)       

State  of  New  Jersey, 'i 
County  of. J 

,  the  above-named  petitioner,  being  duly  sworn  according  to   law, 

on  his  oath  says  that  he  has  read  the  above  petition,  and  knows  the  contents  thereof, 
and  that  the  statements  set  forth  and  contained  therein  are  true. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  -» 
day  of A.  D J 


State  of  New  Jersey,  ^ 
County  of / 

on  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  on  his  oath  saith  that  he 

served  a  copy  of  the  above  petition  and  affidavit  on  (attorney  or  clerk^» 

of personally,  this day  of ,  


Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this 


day  of A.  D 


} 


1  Where  city  property  is  the  subject  of  appeal,  care  should  be  taken  to  describe  the  lot  num- 
ber, block  number  and  street  number,  so  that  the  same  may  correspond  with  the  tax  collector'a 
books. 
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XVIIl.    JUDGMENT  OF  STATE  BOARD  OF   TAXATION. 

State  of  New  Jersey, 

State  Board  of  Taxation. 

In  tlie  matter  of  appeal  of    from  ^ 

the  assessment  of  property  in  the  county  of ,  >■  Judgment. 

for  the  year * 

An  appeal  in  writing  having  been  filed  with  the  State  Board  of  Taxation,  duly 

verified  according  to  the  rules  of  practice  prescribed  by  said  Board,  by ,  in 

which  it  is  alleged  that  an  injustice  has  been  done  the  said  complainants  by  the 

assessment  of property  for  taxation  for  the  year    ,  located  at , 

in  the   county  of ,  consisting  of  ,  and  that   property  is 

assessed  relatively  higher  according  to  its  true  value  than  other  property  in  the  same 
taxing  district,  and  that  it  is  assessed  higher  than  the  true  value  thereof. 

After  hearing  evidence  produced  on  the  part  of  the  said  complainants,  and  the 

argument  of  for  the  complainants,  and   for  the  ,  and 

after  considering  the  same,  it  is  on  this  day  of  ,  nineteen  hun- 
dred and ,  at  a  session  of  the  State  Board  of  Taxation,  ordered,  adjudged  and 

decreed  under  and  by  virtue  of  Chapter  CXIV.  of  the  laws  of  eighteen  hundred  and 
ninety-one  and  the  several  supplements  thereto,  that  the  assessment  of 

And  it  is  further  ordered,  that  this  order  be  certified  to  the  collector  of 

county  of 


Pre>. 


Attest: 


Clerk. 


State  Board  of  Taxation. 


XIX.    ASSESSOR'S  RETURN  OF  CREDITORS   IN   THEIR  TAX- 
ING DISTRICT. 

(Rule  IX.  of  State  Board  of  Taxation.) 

N.  J., 19  

To  the  Assessor  of 

Dear  Sir:  In  conformity  with  the  rules  of  the  State  Board 
of  Taxation,  I  send  herewith  list  of  debts  due  to  creditors  residing  within  your  tax- 
ing district,  exemption  for  which  has  been  claimed  and  allowed  to  taxpayers  in  the 
(township  or  borough)  of 


Name  of  creditor. 

Amount. 

Name  of  debtor. 

Yours  very  truly. 


Assessor  of 
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XX.    ORDINANCE  FIXING   COMPENSATION  OF  ASSESSORS 

AND  COLLECTORS. 

(P.  L.  1899,  p.  372,  ?g  3C-32 ;  P.  L.  1897,  p.  285,  §§  20,  22,  45.) 
An  ordinance  fixing  compensation  of  assessor  and  collector. 
Be  it  ordained,  by  the  (township  committee  or  council)  of : 

1.  The  compensation  of  the  assessor  shall  be  an  annual  salary  of dollars, 

"which  shall  be  in  lieu  of  all  fees. 

2.  The  compensation  of  the  collector  shall  be  an  annual  salary  of dollars, 

which  shall  be  in  lieu  of  all  fees. 


XXI.    COLLECTOR'S  OATH  OF  OFFICE. 

(P.  L;  1897,  p.  286,  §  8  ;  P.  L.  1899,  p.  372,  §  7  ) 

I,  do  solemnly  swear  {or  affirm)  that  I  will  faithfully  and  impartially 

discharge  and  perform  all  the  duties  imposed  upon  me  by  law  as  collector  of  the 

to  my  best  knowledge  and  understanding,  without  favor. 

(Signature  of  officer.) 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  me  \ 
this day  of etc.  i 


Borough  or  Township  Clerk 
of 

Note.— This  must  be  filed  with  the  township  or  borough  clerk. 


XXIL    COLLECTOR'S  GENERAL  NOTICE  TO  TAXPAYERS. 

(Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3283,  g  10.) 

Notice  is  hereby  given  to  the  taxpayers  of  (township  or  borough)  that  the  taxes 

assessed  in  the  (said  township  or  borough)  for  the  year are  now  due  and 

payable,  and  that  if  the  said  taxes  be  not  paid  before  the  twentieth  day  of  Decem- 
ber, the  names  of  the  defaulters,  with  their  respective  taxes,  will  be  returned  to  a 
justice  of  the  peace  for  prosecution.  The  commissioners  of  appeal  in  cases  of  taxa- 
tion will  meet  at  the  town  hall  of  said  (township  or  borough)  on  the  fourth  Tuesday 

of  November  next  (being  November  .),  to  hear  all  persons  who  may  think 

themselves  aggrieved  by  the  said  assessment  of  taxes. 


Collector  of  Taxes. 


XXIII.    COLLECTOR'S   DEMAND  FOR  TAXES. 

(Gen.  Stat.,  p.  33C0,  §  88.) 

To  : 

The  valuation  of  your  taxable  property  and  your  assessment  for  taxes  in   the 

(township  or  borough)  for  the   year  is  as  follows:  (Here  insert  a  schedule 

form  a  description  of  the  property,  value  of  real  estate  and  of  the  personal  property 
assessed  to  each  one,  and  the  rate  per  dollar  assessed,  and  of  the  several  sums  levied 
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on  each  person  or  corporation  for  slate,  county,  township,  poor,  school,  road,  poll, 
dog  and  other  taxes,  as  the  same  are  stated  in  the  duplicate.) 

The  tax  is  now  due  and  payable  to ,  collector  of  taxes  for  the 

(township  or  borough)  at  his  office ,  and  if  not  paid  on  or  before 

the  twentieth  day  of  December  next,  will  be  returned  to  a  justice  of  the  peace  for 
.prosecution,  and  all  taxes  not  paid  on  real  estate  before  the  first  day  of  February 
will  be  returned  to  the  county  clerk  and  recorded  as  a  first  lien  on  said  real  estate. 

The  commissioners  of  appeal  in  cases  of  taxation  will  meet  at , 

on  the  fourth  Tuesday  of  November  next  (November  ),  to  hear  complaints 

relating  to  assessments.  

Collector  of  Taxes. 
P.  O.  Address 


XXIV.    COLLECTOR'S  RETURN  OF  DELINQUENTS. 

(Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3283,  §  12.) 

List  of  the  names  of  persons  delinquent  in  paying  their  taxes,  assessed  in  the  year 

,  in  the  (township  or  borough)  of ,,  county  of ,  and 

the  sums  due  from  them  respectively. 

A.  B $10  00 

C.  D 4  50 

Witness  my  hand  this day  of ,  etc. 


Collector. 

County  of ,  ss. — Be  it  remembered,  that  on  this  twentieth  day  of 

,  etc., ,  collector  of  the  (township  or  borough)  of  , 

<lelivered  the  foregoing  list  of  delinquents  to  the  subscriber,  one  of  the  justices  of  the 

peace  of  said  county;  and  the  said ,  on  his  oath  saith,  that  the  moneys 

in  the  said  list  mentioned  have  been  duly  demanded,  or  due  notice  thereof  given  or 
left  at  the  usual  place  of  residence  of  each  delinquent,  who  could  be  found  or  who 
resided  in  the  said  (township  or  borough)  of 


Collector. 


XXV.    JUSTICE'S  RECEIPT. 

(Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3284,  §  13.) 

I,  ,  one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  county  of do 

hereby  certify,  that ....  ,  collector  of  the  (township  or  borough)  of , 

in  said  county,  hath  this  day  delivered  to  me  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  persons  de- 

iinquent  in  paying  their  taxes,  assessed  in  the  year ,  in  the  (township  or 

borough)  of ,  in  said  county,  with  the  sums  due  from  them  respectively 

thereto  annexed,  of  which  said  list  of  names  and  moneys  the  following  is  a  true  copy : 

{Here  copy  list.) 

Witness  my  hand  this  20th  day  of  December,  a.  d.,  etc. 


Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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XXVI.    COMMON   TAX  WARKANT. 

(Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3284,  §  18 ;  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3304,  §  117.) 

County,  ss. — The  State  of  New  Jersey  to ,  collector  of  taxes  iiy 

and  for  the  (township  or  borough)  of ,  in  said  county 

[or,  to ,  constable  in  and  for  said  county) : 

Whereas,  ,  collector  of  taxes  in  and  for  the  (township  or  borough, 

[l,,  s.]         of in  said  county,  did,  on  the  twentieth  day  of 

December  last,  deliver  to  the  subscriber,  one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace 
in  and  for  said  county,  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  persons  delinquent  in 
paying  their  taxes  in  said  (township  or  borough),  with  the  sums  due  from  them 
respectively  thereto  annexed ;  and  I  did  administer  an  oath  to  said  collector,  that  the 
moneys  in  the  said  list  mentioned  had  been  duly  demanded,  or  due  notice  thereof 
given  or  left  at  the  usual  place  of  residence  of  each  delinquent  who  could  be  found, 
or  who  then  resided  in  said  (township  or  borough),  a  copy  of  which  said  list,  with 
the  sums  so  due  as  aforesaid,  is  hereto  annexed.  You  are  therefore  hereby  com- 
manded to  levy  the  taxes  so  in  arrear,  with  costs,  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods 
and  chattels  of  the  said  delinquents  respectively,  giving  at  least  four  days'  notice  of 
the  time  and  place  of  such  sale,  by  advertisements  set  up  in  three  of  the  most  public 
places  in  said  (township  or  borough),  and  make  the  said  taxes  (or,  if  directed  to  a  con- 
stable, say  :  and  pay  the  said  taxes  to  the  said  [township  or  borough]  collector)  within 
forty-five  days  after  the  date  hereof ;  and  if  goods  and  chattels  of  the  said  delinquents 
respectively,  or  of  any  one  or  more  of  them,  cannot  be  found,  or  not  suflBcient  to 
make  the  money  required,  take  the  body  of  such  delinquent,  if  it  be  found  in  the 
county  aforesaid,  except  when  the  default  of  such  delinquent  be  in  the  payment  of 
taxes  assessed  on  real  estate,  and  deliver  the  same  to  the  sheriff  of  said  county,  or  his 
jailor,  to  be  kept  in  close  and  safe  custody  until  payment  be  made  of  the  said  tax 
with  costs ;  and  make  return  to  me  of  this  warrant  with  a  schedule  thereto  annexed 
according  to  law. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  this day  of  December,  a.  d 


Justice  of  the  Peace. 

List  of  delinquents  in  the  foregoing  warrant  mentioned,  with  the  sums  due  from 

them  respectively,  thereto  annexed : 

Tax  due  on  Total  amount 

Names.  real  estate.  of  tax  due. 

A.  B $25  00  $40  00 

C.  D 10  00 

$50  00 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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XXVII.    COLLECTOR'S  OR  CONSTABLE'S  LEVY  UNDER  TAX 

WARRANT. 

(Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3287,  g  34.) 

By  virtue  of  the  foregoing  tax  warrant,  I  have  levied  on  and  inventoried  the  fol- 
lowing goods  and  chattels  of  A  B.,  named  in  the  said  warrant,  viz. : 
One  bay  liorse,  eight  years  old.     (Specify  each  article.) 
Dated  this day  of ,  etc. 


Collector  (or  Constable). 


XXVIII.    COLLECTOR'S  OR    CONSTABLE'S  NOTICE  OF   SALE   OF 
DELINQUENT'S  GOODS  AND  CHATTELS. 

Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3284,  g  18;  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3304,  g  117. 

Notice  is  hereby  given  that,  by  virtue  of  a  warrant  issued  by one  of 

the  justices  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  county  of ,  bearing  date  December 

,  A.  D  ,  commanding  the  subscriber  to  levy  the  tax  of  certain  persons 

therein  named,  who  are  delinquent  in  paying  their  taxes  in  the  (township  or  bor- 
ough) of ,  in  said  county,  with  costs,  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods 

and  chattels  of  the  said  delinquents  respectively,  the  subscriber  will,  on , 

the day  of next,  at  ,  in  said  (township  or  borough), 

at  the  hour  of o'clock  in  the noon,  sell  one  bay  horse,  etc.,  (describe 

as  in  the  levy  and  inventory),  which  have  been  seized  as  the  property  of  A.  B.,  one 
of  the  delinquents  named  in  said  warrant. 

Dated  at  (township  or  borough),  this day  of ,  etc. 


Collector  (or  Constable). 


XXIX.    RETURN  OF  TAX   WARRANT. 

(Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3285,  g  21.) 
The  execution  of  the  within  warrant  appears  by  the  schedule  thereto  annexed. 

SCHEDULE. 

I  do  return  that  I  have  executed  the  annexed  warrant  to  me  directed  and  deliv- 
ered, in  manner  following,  to  wit :  I  collected  ten  dollars,  tax  and  interest,  of  A.  B., 
without  distress  of  goods,  he  paying  the  same  voluntarily.  I  levied  by  distress  and 
sale  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  C.  D.,  twenty  dollars,  tax  and  interest.  No  goods 
and  chattels  of  the  within-named  E.  F.,  could  be  found  whereof  to  make  the  money 
required,  and  I,  therefore,  on  the  first  day  of,  etc  ,  took  his  body  and  delivered  him 

to  the  sheriff"  of  the  county  of G.  H.  could  not  be  found  in  the  county, 

nor  could  any  of  his  goods  or  chattels  be  found  whereof  to  make  the  money  required. 

(State  in  like  manner  what  disposition  has  been  made  of  each  case.) 

Dated,  etc.. 


Collector  (or  Constable). 


BLANKS  AND   FORMS.  175 

XXX.    ALIAS  OR  PLURIES  TAX   WARRANT. 

(Geu.  Stat.,  p.  3318,  g  194.) 

County,  ss. — The  State  of  New  Jersey  to ,  constable  of  said 

county  (or  to  ,  special  constable): 

Whereas,  A.  B.,  collector  of  taxes  for  the  (township  or  borough)  of 

[l.  s.]         in  said  county,  did,  on  this  day  of,  etc.,  return  a  tax 

warrant  bearing  the  date day  of,  etc.,  to  the  subscriber,  the  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  who  issued  the  same,  together  with  a  schedule  there- 
unto annexed,  showing  the  amount  of  taxes  collected  thereon,  and  also  a  list  of  the 
names  of  the  delinquents  therein,  with  the  amount  of  the  taxes  against  them  respec- 
tively still  in  arrears  and  unpaid ;  and  whereas,  the  said  collector  has  failed  fully 
to  execute  and  to  return  the  said  warrant,  as  he  was  thereby  directed  to  do,  within 
the  time  required  by  law ;  and  whereas,  I  have  administered  an  oath  to  the  said  col- 
lector that  the  said  list  of  names  and  moneys  is  a  true  list  of  the  persons  still  delin- 
quent on  the  said  warrant,  and  of  the  taxes  respectively  still  in  arrears  and  unpaid ; 
and  whereas,  the  (township  committee  or  borough  council)  of  the  said  (township  or 
borough)  have  requested  the  subscriber  to  issue  an  alias  (or  pluries)  warrant  for  the 
collection  of  the  said  taxes  yet  remaining  uncollected  under  the  aforesaid  warrant,  to 
be  directed  and  delivered  to  I.  K.,  constable  of  said  county  (or  to  L.  M.,  special  con- 
stable); you  are  therefore  hereby  commanded,  etc.  (to  the  end  as  in  Form  XXVI). 


XXXI.    RETURN  OF  UNPAID  TAXES  ON  UNIMPROVED  LANDS,  ETC. 

(Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3287,  g  34.) 

Return  of  taxes  assessed  in  the  year  ,  in  the  (township  or  borough)  of 

,  in  the  county  of ,  on  unimproved  and  untenanted  lands,  and  on 

lands  tenanted  by  persons  not  the  lawful  proprietors,  who  are  unable  to  pay  the  taxes 
of  the  said  proprietors  respectively : 

A.  B no  00 

C.  D 12  50 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  correct  return  of  the  taxes  therein  specified. 

Witness  my  hand  this  20th  day  of  December,  A.  d  ,  etc. 


Collector. 


XXXIL    WARRANT  TO  SELL  TIMBER,  ETC. 

(Geu.  Stat.,  p.  3287,  g  34.) 

County,  8.s.— The  State  of  New  Jersey  to ,  collector  of  taxes  in 

and  for  the  (townshipor  borough)  of ,  in  said  county  (or,  to , 

constable  in  and  for  said  county)  : 

Whereas, ,  collector  of  taxes  in  and  for  the  (townshipor  borough) 

of ,  in  said  county,  did,  on  the  twentieth  day  of  December 

[l.  s.]      last,  deliver  to  the  subscriber,  one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  in  and  for 
said  county,  a  return  of  the  taxes  assessed  in  the  year ,  in  said  (town- 
ship or  borough),  on  unimproved  and  untenanted  lands,  and  on  lands  tenanted  by 
persons  not  the  lawful  proprietors,  who  are  unable  to  pay  the  taxes  of  the  said  pro- 
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prietors  respectively,  a  copy  of  which  said  return  is  hereto  annexed.  You  are  there- 
fore hereby  commanded  to  levy  such  tax  and  taxes  respectively,  by  distress  and  sale 
of  so  much  of  the  timber,  wood,  herbage  or  other  vendible  property  of  the  owner  or 
owners  respectively,  and  on  the  premises  so  taxed  as  aforesaid,  as  will  be  sufficient  to 
pay  the  game,  with  costs,  according  to  the  form  of  the  statute  in  such  case  made  and 
provided. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  this day  of,  etc. 


Justice  of  the  Peace. 
(Here  annex  the  return  referred  to.) 


XXXIII.    NOTICE  OF  SALE  OF  TIMBER. 

(Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3287,  §  35.) 
PUBLIC  SALE  OF   TIMBER. 

Notice  is  hereby  given,  that  by  virtue  of  a  warrant  issued  by ,  one  of  the 

justices  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  county  of ,  to  make  the  taxes  assessed 

'in  the  year ,  in  the  (township  or  borough)  of ,  in  said  county,  on 

unimproved  and  untenanted  lands,  and  on  the  lands  tenanted  by  persons  not  the 
lawful  proprietors,  who  are  unable  to  pay  the  taxes  of  the  said  proprietors,  respec- 
tively, the  subscriber  will,  on ,  the  day  of  next,  at  the 

hour  of  (between  12  m.  and  5  p.  m.),  at ,  in  said  (township  or  borough),  sell 

the  timber,  wood,  herbage  and  other  vendible  property  found  on  the  premises  of  the 
undernamed  persons  so  taxed  as  aforesaid,  to  make  the  taxes  and  costs  annexed  to 
their  respective  names : 
Names.  Tax.  Costs. 

A.  B $10  00  $0  75 

O.'  D.......!. 12  50  75 

Witness  my  hand  this  day  of,  etc. 

Collector  (or  Constable). 


XXXIV.    RETURN  OF  UNPAID  TAXES  ASSESSED  ON  MORTGAGES. 

(Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3304,  gg  112-116.) 

List  of  the  names  of  persons  resident  in  the  county  of ,  State  of  New 

Jersey,  who  are  delinquent  in  paying  their  taxes  in  the  year ...,in  the  (township 

or  borough)  of -..,  in  the  county  of ,  on  mortgages  held  by 

them,  for  which  deductions  have  been  allowed  to  the  landowners  in  said  (township 

or  borough)  of ,  with  the  sums  due  from  said  residents  of  Hunterdon 

county  respectively,  for  taxes  assessed  on  said  mortgages,  thereto  annexed : 

A.  B $40  00 

CD............ 15  00 

I  hereby  certify,  that  the  foregoing  is  a  correct  return  of  the  taxes  therein  specified. 

Witness  my  hand  this day  of,  etc. 


Collector  of  Taxes. 
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XXXV.     WARRANT  TO  COLLECT  TAXES  ON  MORTGAGES. 

(Gen.  Stat.,  p  3304,  gg  112-116  ) 

,  ss. — The  State  of  New  Jersey  to ,  one  of  the  constables  of 

said  county : 

Whereas,  ,  collector  of  taxes  in  and  for  the  (township  or 

[l.  s]         borough)  of  ,  in  the  county  of  ,  did,  on  the 

day  of  last,  deliver  to  the  subscriber,  one  of  the 

justices  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  f-aid  ccunty  of  Hunterdon,  a  list  of 
the  names  of  persons  resident  in  said  county  of  Hunterdon  who  are  delinquent  in 

paying  their  taxes  assessed  in  the  year .,  in  the  said  (township  or  borcughj  of 

,  for  which  deductions  have  been  allowed  to  the  landowners  in  the 

said    (township  or  borough)  of  ,  with  the  sums  due  from  the  said 

residents  of  Hunterdon  respectively  for  taxes  assessed  on  said  mortgages,  a  copy  of 
which  list  is  hereto  annexed.  You  are,  therefore,  commanded  to  levy  the  tax  so  in 
arrear,  with  costs,  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the  said  delin- 
quents respectively,  giving  at  least  four  days'  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  such 
sale,  by  advertisements  set  up  in  three  of  the  most  public  places  in  the  (township  or 
borough)  in  which  such  delinquents  respectively  reside;  and  if  goods  and  chattels  of 
the  said  delinquents  respectively,  or  of  any  one  or  more  of  them,  cannot  be  found,  or 
not  suflSciett  to  make  the  money  required,  take  the  body  of  such  delinquent,  if  it  be 

found  in  the  county  of aforesaid,  and  deliver  the  same  to  the  sheriff 

of  said  county,  or  his  jailor,  to  be  kept  in  close  and  safe  custody  until  payment  be 
made  of  the  said  tax  with  costs ;  and  make  return  to  me  of  this  warrant  within  sixty 
days  of  the  date  hereof,  with  a  statement  showing  what  moneys  have  been  collected 
by  you  and  from  whom,  and  make  payment  to  me,  also,  of  the  moneys  so  collected  by 
you  as  aforesaid,  according  to  law. 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal  this day  of,  etc. 


Justice  of  the  Peace. 


XXXVL    RETURN  OF  UNCOLLECTIBLE   TAXES. 

(Gen.  Stat.,p.  33C6,  §125) 

To ,  township  (or  borough)  clerk  of  the  (township  or  borough)  of ; 

I  herewith  return  to  you  a  list  of  the  names  of  persons  assessed  in  the  (township  or 

borough)  of ,  in  the  county  of ,  for  the  year , 

whose  taxes  I  have  been  unable  to  collect,  together  with  the  value  and  kind  of  prop- 
erty, the  amount  of  tax,  and  the  cause  of  inability  to  collect  said  tax  in  each  case 
respectively  there' o  annexed : 

Kind  of  Cause  of  Value  of  Amount  of 

Names.  property.  inability.  property.  tax. 

E.  F Real.  Erroneous  assessment.         $2,500  $25  00' 

G.  H Personal.  Insolvency.  1,000  10  00 

I.  K Mortgage.  Removal.  2,000  20  00 

$55  CO 
Witness  my  hand  this  first  day  of  April,  a.  d,,  etc. 

Collector  of  Taxes. 
Note.— In  townships  this  list  must  be  filed  before  the  first  day  of  April,  and  in 
boroughs  at  least  twelve  days  before  the  annual  borough  election. 

12  DT 
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XXXVir.    RETURN   OF  UNPAID   TAXES  ON  REAL   ESTATE  TO 

COUNTY  CLERK. 

(Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3355,  g  3i2 ;  Gen.  Stat.,  p.  852 i,  g  144.) 

Return  to  the  clerk  of  the  county  of ,  of  all  unpaid  taxes  assessed 

during  the  year on  real  estate  situate  in  the  (township  or  borough)  of 

,  in  the  county,  made  by ,  collector  of  (township  or  borough), 

this  first  day  of  February,  

(Here  set  forth  against  whom  assessed,  the  date,  description  of  the  property  and 
the  amount  of  the  tax  thereon.     It  should  be  in  schedule  form,  as  on  the  tax  duplicate.) 


Collector. 

County  of ,  ss. — .,  collector  of  the  (township  or  borough)  of 

,  being  duly  sworn,  on  his  oath  says  that  the  foregoing  return  is  just, 

true,  and  complete  in  every  particular  as  shown  by  his  tax  duplicate.- 

(Signature.) 


XXXVIIL     WARRANT  TO  SELL   REAL   ESTATE. 

(Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3353,  g  331.) 

County  (township  or  borough)  of ,  ss. — The  State 

of  New  Jersey  to  ,  collector  of  taxes  in  and  for  said  (township 

or  borough): 

Whereas,  ,  collector  of  taxes  of  the  said  (town- 

f   Common"]      ship  or   borough)   of  »  did,  on  this  day  of 

I    Seal  of      '  ,  A    D.,  deliver  to  us, ,  the  town- 

-{    Town-       \      ship  committee  (or  borough  council)  of  the  said  (township  or  bor- 

j    ship  or      I      ough)  of   ,  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  owners  of  lands, 

l^   Borough.  J      tenements,  liereditameDls  and  real  estate,  who  are  delinquent  in 

paying  their  taxes  assessed  on  the  same  in  the  year  ,  in  the 

said  (township  or  borough)  of  .....  ,  together  with  the  description  of  the  said 

lands,  tenements,  hereditaments  and  real  estate,  on  account  of  which  the  said  taxes 
were  assessed,  and  the  sums  due  from  the  said  owners  respectively,  thereto  annexed, 
as  the  same  appears  by  the  duplicate  of  assessments  of  taxes  for  the  said  (township 

or  borough)  for  the  .said  year  of .,  of  which  said  list  of  names,  descriptions  and 

sums  so  due  and  unpaid  as  aforesaid,  the  following  is  a  true  copy : 

A.  B. — Tax  due,  $45  (jO.     Description:  "Farm  on  River  road,  100  acres.     Adjoins 

lands  of  James  Brown  and  W^illiam  Smith." 
C.  D. — Tax  due,  $25.00.     Description:  "House  and  lot;  one-fourth  acre.     School 

District  No.  15.     Adjoins  John  Jones'  store,  south  side." 

And  whereas,  the  said  taxes  have  remained  unpaid  and  in  arrears  for  the  space  of 
six  months  since  the  same  became  respectively  due  and  payable;  you  are  therefore 
hereby  commanded  to  make  the  said  taxes,  with  interest  on  the  same  from  the 

twentieth  day  of  December,  a.  d ,  at  the  rate  of  (not  exceeding  twelve  per 

centum,  nor  les:J  than  .seven  per  centum,  as  the  committee  or  council  shall  by  a 
general  order  or  resolution  determine),  together  with  all  costs,  fees,  charges  and 
expenses,  out  of  the  said  lands,  tenemental,  hereditaments  and  real  estate,  on  account 
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of  whicli  the  same  were  respectively  assessed  and  incurred  as  aforesaid,  by  selling 
the  same,  or  any  part  thereof,  as  will  be  sufficient  for  that  purpose,  for  the  shortest 
term,  not  exceeding  thirty  years,  for  whicli  any  person  or  persons  will  agree  to  take 
the  same  and  pay  the  said  taxes  respectively,  with  the  interest  thereon,  and  all  costs, 
fees,  charges  and  expenses  as  aforesaid,  and  make  return  to  us,  the  said  township 
committee  (or  borough  council),  of  this  warrant,  with  all  your  proceedings  there- 
under, in  writing,  within  four  months  of  the  date  hereof,  according  to  the  form  of 
the  statute  in  such  case  made  and  provided. 

In  witness  whereof  we  have  hereunto  set  the  common  seal  of  the  (township  or 

borough)  of ,  and  caused  the  hand  of  our  chairman  to  be  hereto  affixed, 

and  the  same  to  be  attested  by  the  (township  or  borough)  clerk,  this  day 

of ,  A.  D 

Chairman. 
Attest : 

Township  (or  Borough)  Clerk. 


XXXIX.    SALE  OF  LANDS  FOR  UNPAID  TAXES— NOTICE  OF  SALE. 

(Gen.  Stat ,  p.  3353,  g  333.) 

Public  notice  is  hereby  given  by  ,  collector  of  the  (township  or  bor- 
ough) of  ,  county  of  .,  that  by  virtue  of  a  tax  warrant 

issued  on  the  ,  by  the  township  committee  (or  borough  council)  of 

said  (township  or  borough),  he  will  sell  at  public  vendue  all  the  lands,  tenements, 
hereditaments  and  real  estate  hereinafter  mentioned,  for  the  shortest  term  for  which 
any  person  or  persons  will  agree  to  take  the  same  and  pay  the  taxes  assessed  against 

the  same  for  the  year  with  the  interest  thereon  accruing,  and  all  costs,  fees, 

charges  and  expenses  in  relation  to  the  levy,  assessment  and  collection  of  said  taxes. 

The  said  sale  will  take  place  at  (state  the  place,  day  and  hour).  The  said  lands, 
tenements,  hereditaments  and  real  estate  so  to  be  sold,  and  the  names  of  the  persons 
against  whom  the  said  taxes  have  been  laid  on  account  of  the  same,  and  the  amount 
of  taxes  laid  on  account  of  each  parcel,  are  as  follows,  viz  :  (Here  describe  the 
property,  and  give  names  of  owners  and  amounts  assessed  as  in  the  warrants  ) 

Dated,  etc.  

Collector. 


XL.    RETURN  OF   WARRANT  TO  SELL  REAL  ESTATE. 
(Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3356,  g  349.) 

I  return  the  foregoing  warrant,  this day  of ,  A.  d.,  ,  to 

the  (township  committee  or  borough  council)  of  the  (township  or  borough)  of , 

who  issued  the  same,  together  with  all  my  proceedings  thereunder,  as  follows : 

I  gave  public  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  the  sale  of  the  lands,  tenements, 
hereditaments  and  real  estate  in  said  warrant  described,  by  advertisement,  signed  by 

myself,  in  the ,  a  newspaper  printed  and  published  in  ,  in 

county,  once  in  each  week,  for  four  weeks  successively  next  preceding  the 
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day  of ,  A.  D,  ,  being  the  day  appointed  for  such  sale,  a  copy  of 

which  said  notice,  with  proof  of  publication,  is  hereto  annexed,  and  marked  No.  ). 

I  gave  like  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  said  sale  by  copies  of  the  said  notice  so 
advertised  as  aforesaid,  signed  by  myself,  and  set  up  in  five  of  the  most  public  places 

in  the  said  (township  or  borough)  of ,proof  of  the  posting  of  which  is  hereto 

annexed,  and  marked  No.  2. 

I  also  mailed  a  copy  of  said  notice  to  each  of  the  owners  of  the  said  lands,  tene- 
ments, hereditaments  and  real  estate,  directed  to  each  of  them  at  their  last-known 
post-office  address,  respectively,  with  full  postage  prepaid  thereon,  proof  of  which 
mailing  is  hereto  annexed,  and  marked  No.  3. 

In  pursuance  of  said  notices,  I  sold  the  premises  assessed  to to  

for  the  term  of years,  for  the  sum  of dollars,  being  the  amount 

due  for  tax,  interest,  costs,  fees,  charges  and  expenses,  which  sum  the  said  

thereupon  paid  to  me. 

I  sold  the  premises  assessed  to  to ,  for  the  term  of,  etc. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  this day  of,  etc. 


Collector  of  Taxes. 
State  of  New  Jersey,      "j 

County,  j 

,  collector  of  taxes  for  the  (township  or  borough)  of  ,  in  said 

county,  on  his  oath  saith  that  the  foregoing  return  is  true,  full  and  complete  in  all 
respects. 


Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  ■» 
this  day  of,  etc.  j 

(Here  annex  the  copies  of  notices  and  proofs  before  referred  to.  No.  1  may  be 
proved  by  the  affidavit  of  the  printer  or  publisher  of  the  paper,  and  should  contain 
the  dates  on  which  the  advertisements  were  published.  The  notice  should  be  pub- 
lished five  times  in  order  to  secure  the  publication  for  four  weeks.  No.  2  should  be 
proved  by  the  affidavit  of  the  person  who  posted  the  notices,  which  should  state  the 
places  where  they  were  posted,  one  of  which  must  be  at  or  near  the  premises.  No. 
3  should  also  be  proved  by  affidavit,  which  should  include  the  address  on  each  of  the 
envelopes ) 


XLI.    CERTIFICATE  OF  SALE  OF  REAL  ESTATE. 
(Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3353,  §334.) 

Ij  ,  collector  of  taxes  of  the  (township  or  borough)  of  , 

in  the  county  of ,  and  State  of  New  Jersey,  do  hereby  certify  that,  at  a 

public  sale  of  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments  and  real  estate,  made  at , 

in  said  (township  or  borough),  on  the  day  of ,  A.  d , 

by  virtue  of  a  certain  warrant  issued  and  directed  to  me,  the  said  collector,  by  the 
(township  committee  or  borough  council)  of  the  said  (township  or  borough),  on  the 

day  of ,  A.  D ,  for  the  purposes  of  making  certain 

taxes  on  account  of  which  said  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments  and  real  estate  were 

assessed,  in  said  (township  or  borough)  in  the  year  ,  all  that  certain  farm 

assessed  to ,  and  described  as  follows,  to  wit:  (Copy  description  from  war- 
rant) was  struck  off  and  sold  to  for  the  term  of  years,  from 
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the  date  of  said  sale,  he,  the  said having  bid  and  agreed  to  take  the  said 

farm  for  the  shortest  term  for  which  any  person  would  take  the  same  and  pay  the 
amount  of  tax,  with  the  interest  thereon,  and  all  costs,  fees,  charges  and  expenses 
connected  therewith. 

And  I  do  further  certify,  that  the  said has  paid  therefor  the  sum  of 

dollars,  which  amount  is  made  up  of  the  tax  on  the  said  farm^  being  the 

sum  of dollars,  and  of  the  interest  thereon,  being  the  sum  of 

dollars ;  and  of  costs,  fees,  charges  and  expenses,  as  follows,  to  wit :  (Give  the  same 
in]  detail ) 

And  I  do  further  certify,  that  the  right  of  the  owner  or  owners,  mortgagee,  occu- 
pant, or  any  other  person  or  persons,  having  either  a  legal  or  equitable  interest  in 

the  said  farm,  to  redeem  the  same  will  expire  on  the (two  years  from  the 

date  of  sale). 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereuntd  set  my  hand  and  seal  this day 

of ,  etc. 

[l.  s.]  Collector  of  Taxes. 

State  of  New  Jersey,     -> 

County  of  j  ^^* 

Be  it  remembered,  that  on  this day  of ,  in  the  year  of  our 

Lord  ,  before  me,  a ,  personally  appeared ,  col- 
lector of  taxes  in  the  (township  or  borough)  of ,  in  the  county  of , 

and  I  having  first  made  known  to  him  the  contents  of  the  foregoing  certificate  of  sale, 
he  did  thereupon  acknowledge  that  he  signed,  sealed  and  delivered  the  same  as  his 
voluntary  act  and  deed  for  the  uses  and  purposes  therein  expressed. 


XLII.   DEED  FOR  REAL  ESTATE  THAT  HAS  NOT  BEEN  REDEEMED. 

(Gea.  Stat.,p.  3351,  §339.) 

This  indenture,  made  on  the  ...  day  of ,  in  the  year  of  our 

Lord  ,  between  the  (township  committee  or  borough  council)  of  the  (township 

or  borough)  of ,  in  the  county  of ,  and  State  of  New  Jersey, 

party  of  the  first  part,  and  ,  of  ,  party  of  the  second  part, 

witnesseth,  that. 

Whereas,  the  assessors  of  the  said  (township  or  borough)  of  ,  did 

between  the  twentieth  day  of  May  and  the  third  Monday  in  August,  in  the  year  a.  d. 

,  duly  and  lawfully  assess  upon  a  certain  farm  situate  in  said  (township  or 

borough)  of ,  the  sum  of  dollars,  and  did,  in  the  duplicate 

of  assessments  for  taxes  for  said  year,  designate as  the  owner  of  said 

farm,  and  did  describe  the  said  farm  in  the  said  duplicate  of  assessments  for  taxes  as 
follows,  to  wit :  "Farm  on  River  road  ;  100  acres.  Adjoins  lands  of  James  Brown 
and  William  Smith." 

And  whereas,  the  said  taxes  so  assessed  upon  the  said  farm,  the  interest  thereon, 
and  the  costs,  fees,  charges  and  expenses  connected  therewith,  were  not  paid,  nor  any 
part  thereof,  for  the  space  of  six  months  from  and  after  the  nineteenth  day  of  Decem- 
ber, A,  D ,  when  the  said  taxes  were  due  and  payable. 
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And  whereas,  the  (township  committee  or  borough  council)  of  the  said  (township 

or  borough)  of  ,  did,  on  the  day  of  ,  A.  D. 

,  issue  their  warrant,  directed  to  the  collector  of  taxes  for  the  said  (township 

or  borough),  commanding  him  to  make  the  said  taxes,  with  the  interest,  costs,  fees, 
charges  and  expenses  as  aforesaid,  bj  selling  the  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments  and 
real  estate  hereinbefore  described,  or  any  part  thereof,  as  would  be  sufficient,  for  the 
shortest  term  for  which  any  person  or  persons  would  agree  to  take  the  same  and  pay 
the  said  taxes,  interest,  costs,  fees,  charges  and  expenses. 

And  whereas,  the  said  collector  of  taxes  did  give  public  notice  of  his  intention  to 
collect  the  said  taxes  by  sale  of  the  said  farm,  or  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments 
and  real  estate  hereinbefore  described,  which  notice  did  embrace  the  name  of  the 
owner  of  said  lahds,  tenements,  hereditaments  and  real  estate,  the  description  relating 
to  the  location  and  extent  thereof,  and  the  amount  of  taxes  unpaid  thereon,  and  did 

designate  the day  of ,  a.  d ,  at o'clock, 

p.  M.  in  the  said  (township  or  borough)  of ,  as  the  time  and  place  of 

sale,  and  was  signed  by  the  said  collector  of  taxes,  and  was  advertised  in  the 

,  a  newspaper  printed  and  published  in  the  county  of , 

once  in  each  week  for  four  weeks  successively  next  before  the  time  appointed  for 
such  sale,  and  was  posted  in  five  of  the  most  public  places  in  said  (township  or 
borough)  for  the  same  period,  one  of  which  was  at  or  near  the  premises  so  to  be  sold. 

And  whereas, did  then  bid  and  agree  that  he  would  take  the  said 

farm  for  the  term  of years  from  date  of  said  sale,  and  pay  said  taxes,  interest, 

fees,  costs,  charges  and  expenses,  and  no  person  did  then  and  there  bid  or  agree  to 
take  said  farm  for  a  shorter  time  and  pay  said  taxes,  interest,  fees,  costs,  charges  and 

expenses,  and  said  collector  of  taxes  did  strike  off  and  sell  said  farm  to  said 

for  the  term  of years,  and  the  said  did  fulfill  the  conditions  of 

said  sale,  and  did  pay  the  sum  of dollars,  being  the  amount  of  said  taxes,  and 

all  interest,  fees,  costs,  charges  and  expenses  thereon. 

And  whereas,  a  certificate  of  sa^e  for  said  farm  was  issued  and  delivered  to  said 

purchaser  on  the day  of  ,  A.  D. ,  by  the  said  collector  of 

taxes,  and  the  said  purchaser  has  surrendered  the  certificate  of  sale  to  the  (township 
committee  or  borough  council)  of  the  said  (township  or  borough)  of 

And   whereas,   proof  has  been   made  to  the  (township  committee  or  borough 

council)  of  the  said  (township  or  borough)  of  ,  by  the  affidavit  of  the 

said  ,  made  the day  of  ,  A.  d ,  that  the  said  farm 

has  not,  at  any  time  since  the  said  sale,  been  redeemed  by  any  person  as  provided  by 
law,  and  the  time  limited  by  law  for  the  redemption  has  now  expired. 

Now,  therefore,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  premises  aforesaid,  and  by  virtue 
of  the  authority  of  the  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey  entitled 
"A  further  act  concerning  taxes,  making  the  same  a  first  lien  on  real  estate,  and  to 
authorize  sales  for  the  payment  of  all  the  same,"  approved  March  14,  a.  d.  1879, 
and  other  statutes  in  such  case  made  and  provided,  the  (township  committee  or  bor- 
ough council)  of  the  said  (township  or  borough)  of have  sold  the  said 

farm  hereinbefore  described,  and  do  hereby  sell,  demise  and  convey  the  same  to  the 

said  ,  his  executors,  administrators  and  assigns,  for  the  term  of 

years  from  the  day  of  in  the  year  ;  to  have  and  to  hold  the 

same  to  the  said ,  his  executors,  administrators  and  assigns,  for  his  and 

their  own  proper  use,  benefit  and  advantage,  against  the  owner  or  owners  thereof, 
and  all  and  every  person  or  persons  claiming  under  him,  her  or  them,  and  against  all 
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other  estates  therein,  whether  legal  or  equitable,  and  any  and  all  mortgages,  aliena> 
tions,  devises,  descents,  liens  and  encumbrances  of  every  kind  and  nature,  as  fully 
and  completely  as  though  there  were  no  other  estates,  mortgages,  alienations,  de- 
vises, descents,  liens  or  encumbrances  of,  in,  upon  or  against  said  property  or  any 
part  thereof,  until  said  term  shall  be  fully  completed  and  ended;    and  the  said 

DDiay,  at  or  before  the  expiration  of  said  term,  remove  any  building  or 

buildings,  and  any  materials  erected  and  placed  by  him  thereon,  and  shall  at  the  ex- 
piration of  said  term  peaceably  and  quietly  yield  up  the  same  to  the  lawful  owner  or 
owners  thereof  in  as  good  state  and  condition  as  when  he  took  possession  of  the 
same,  damage  resulting  from  the  ordinary  use  and  the  elements  excepted  ;  and  the 

said ,  his  executors,  administrators  and  assigns,  shall,  during  the  said 

term,  pay  all  taxes  which  shall  be  legally  assessed  upon  the  said  premises. 

f  Common   ^      In  witness  whereof  we  have  hereunto  set  the  common  seal  of  the 

j   Seal  of       j       (township  or  borough)  of  ,  and   caused  the  hand  of 

■{  Town-        }■     our  chairman  to  be  hereto  aflBxed,  and  the  same  to  be  attested  by 

I   ship  or       j      the  (township  or  borough)  clerk,  on  the  day  and  year  first  above 

[  Borough.  J      written. 


Attest :  Chairman. 

(Township  or  Borough)  Clerk. 

State  of  New  Jersey,       | 
County  OF j  **' 

Be  it  remembered  that  on  the day  of ,  in  the  year  of  our 

Lord  ,  before  the  subscriber  , ,  personally  appeared  , 

who,   deing   duly  sworn   according  to  law,   saith    that    he  is  the   (township    or 

borough)  clerk  of  the   (township  or  borough)  of ;  that  he  knows  the 

common  seal  of  the  said  (township  or  borough),  and  that  the  above  is  the  said  com- 
mon seal;  that ,  who  is  chairman  of  the  (township  committee  or  borough 

council)  of  said  (township  or  borough),  did,  by  order  of  the  said  (township  com- 
mittee or  borough  council),  sign,  seal  and  deliver  the  foregoing  instrument  as  their 
voluntary  act  and  deed,  in  the  presence  of  said  deponent,  and  that  the  said  deponent, 
then  and  there,  by  order  of  said  (township  committee  or  borough  council),  affixed 
his  name  as  (township  or  borough)  clerk,  to  attest  the  execution  of  the  said  instru- 
ment. 


XLIII.    COLLECTOR'S  RECEIPT  FOR  TAXES  PAID  ON  REAL  ESTATE. 

(Gen.  Stat.,  p.  3357,  g  363.) 

This  is  to  certify  that  I, ,  collector  of  taxes  in  and  for  the  (township 

or  borough)  of ,  in  the  county  of ,  have  received  a  certain 

tax  of dollars,  assessed  in  the  name  of ,  on  real  estate  in 

said  (township  or  borough)  for  the  year ,  described  as  follows:  (Here 

give  description),  together  with  all  costs  and  expenses ;  and  I  do  heieby  consent  that 
the  same  may  be  canceled  of  record  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  said  county. 

Dated  this day  of,  etc. 


Collector  of  Taxes. 
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XLIV.    APPLICATION   FOR  APPORTIONMENT. 

(P.  L.  1900,  p.  63.) 
To  the  (township  committee  or  town  or  city  council)  of  the  (township,  city  or  town) 
of : 

A.  B ,  of  the  township,  city  or  town)  of  ,  respectfully  makes  application 

for  the  apportionment  of  the  taxes  (assessments  and  water  rents)  hereinafter  men- 
tioned, which  have  been  laid  upon  a  plot  of  land  in  the  (township,  city  or  town) 

of  ,  being  fifty  feet  wide,  front  and  rear,  and  one  hundred  feet  in  depth,  and 

fronting  on  J  street,  and  known  as,  etc.,  amongst  the  subdivisions  thereof  marked 
"A"  and  "  B,"  respectively,  on  the  accompanying  map.  The  said  plot  marked  "A" 
is  owned  by  this  applicant,  and  the  said  plot  marked  " B"  is  owned  by  G.  H.,  of  the 
city  of  N.     The  taxes  (assessments  and  water  rents)  above  referred  to  are  as  follows : 

Taxes  of  the  year  ,  assessed  to  A.  B $50  00 

Assessment  for  improvement  of  K  street  in  the  name  of  A.  B  ,laid  January  21..  120  00 
"Water  rents  of  the  year —         ...      20  00 

(As  by  the  bills  rendered  for  the  same,  hereto  annexed,  will  more  fully  appear.) 

Dated,  etc. 

(Signature  of  applicant.) 

County  of ,88.: 

A.  B.,  being  daly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  above 
application  by  him  signed,  are  true. 

(Signature.) 
Subscribed  and  sworn,  etc. 

( Here  insert  map,  signed  by  the  applicant,  with  the  subdivisions  plainly  shown 

and  designated  by  letters  or  numbers.) 

I.  G.  H.,  of  the  city  of  N,,  do  hereby  join  in  the  foregoing  application. 

Witness  my  hand  this day  of,  etc. 

G.H. 


XLV.    NOTICE  TO  OWNERS  OF  PROPOSED  APPLICATION. 

(P.  L.  1900,  p.  63.) 

Directions  Endorsed  on  Application. — Let  the  within  application  be  heard 
on  the  first  day  of,  etc.,  at  the  hour  of,  etc.,  at  (town  hall,  etc  ),  and  let  notice  thereof 
be  served  on  the  owners  not  joining  in  the  application  at  least  ten  days  before  the 
hearing,  either  personally  or  by  leaving  the  same  at  their  place  of  abode  (or,  by  ad- 
vertisement for  ten  days  in  the newspaper). 

Dated,  etc. 


Comptroller  (or  Collector). 


Notice  to  be  Served  or  Published. — To  :     Take  notice,  that 

has  applied  to  (township  committee  or  city  or  town  council)  of  the 

(city,  town  or  township)  of  ,  to  apportion  the  taxes  (assessments  and 

water  rents)  laid  on  a  plot  of  land  in  said  (city,  town  or  township),  of  which  you  are 
a  part  owner,  known  as  (describe  it),  amongst  the  several  subdivisions  shown  in  his 
application,  and  the  said  application  will  be  heard  on  the  first  day  of,  etc.,  (stating 
time  and  placej. 

Dated,  etc. 


Comptroller  (or  Collector). 
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XLVI.    COLLECTOR'S   BOND. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  we  (insert  names  of  officers  and 

sureties),  all  of  the  (name  of  municipality)  in  the  county  of and  State 

of  New  Jersey,  are  held  and  firmly  bound  into  the  (name  of  municipality)  in  said 

county  in  the  sum  of dollars,  lawful  money  of  the  United  States,  to  be 

paid  to  the  said  (municipality),  its  successors  or  assigns,  to  which  payment  well  and 
truly  to  be  made,  we  bind  ourselves  and  each  of  us,  jointly  and  severally,  and  our 
and  each  of  our  heirs,  executors  and  administrators  firmly  by  these  presents. 

Sealed  with  our  seals  and  dated  the day  of ,  nineteen 

hundred  and 

Now,  therefore,  if  the  said  (name  of  collector)  shall  well,  truly  and  faithfully  per- 
form all  the  duties  of  the  said  collector  in  and  for  the  said  (municipality)  according 
to  law,  and  shall  keep  safe  and  pay  over  as  directed  by  law,  any  and  all  moneys  that 
may  come  into  his  hands  as  such  collector,  then  the  above  obligation  to  be  void, 
otherwise  to  remain  in  full  force. 

(Signature  of  collector)  [l.  s  ] 

(Signature  of  surety      )  [l.  s.] 

(Signature  of  surety     )  [l.  s  ] 

Signed,  sealed  and  delivered -j 
in  the  presence  of  y 

Note  —The  statute  does  not  state  the  qualifications  of  the  sureties,  but  they  should  be  free- 
holders, and,  if  possible,  residents  of  the  taxing  districts.  A  resolution  should  be  passed  by  the 
5)orough  council  or  township  committee,  when  the  bond  is  presented,  approving  the  sureties. 
The  bond  of  township  collectors  must  be  filed  in  the  ofiBce  of  the  county  clerk. 
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A. 

Adjustment  of  Taxes—  Page. 

By  town  council  and  township  committee,  section  179 137 

References  to  Martin  act,  section  167 128 

Property  coming  in  taxing  district  after  completion  of  assessment,  sec- 
tion 54 49 

Of  unpaid  tax  and  interest,  section  179  137 

To  be  void  unless  taxes  are  paid  within  certain  time,  section  179 *  137 

Collector  to  accept  sums  fixed,  sections  179,  207 137-154 

Administrator. 

See  •'  Property  Held  in  Trust." 

Agents — 

Assessments  made  to,  section  18 22 

Alias  or  Pluries  "Warrants. 
See  "Warrants." 

Appeals— 

To  commissioners  of  appeal,  sections  98-112 81-91 

To  State  Board  of  Taxation,  how  and  when  filed,  section  117 95 

How  and  when  heard,  section  118 95 

How  and  when  filed,  section  117 , 95 

Of  taxing  districts,  sections  122,  123 96,  97 

Rules  of  State  Board  regulating 1 

Of  individuals  and  corporations  to  State  Board,  section  116 94 

State  Board  may  increase  or  decrease,  section  119 95 

Interest  on  assessments  so  corrected,  section  120 96 

Referred  causes,  section  121 96 

Of  counties,  how  heard  and  adjusted,  section  124 99 

Form  of,  before  State  Board. 169 

Form  of,  to  commissioners  of  appeal ,  166 

Apportionment  by  County  Boards— 

Of  State  school  tax,  section  43 47 

On  land  subsequently  divided,  section  66 58 

Power  to  apportion  vested  in  municipal  authorities,  section  68 59 

Proceedings  where  owners  do  not  join  in  application,  section  69. 59 

Of  State  franchise  tax  for  local  purposes,  by  State  Board  of  Assessors, 

section  72 61 

Of  railroad  and  canal  taxes,  section  74 63 

Of  State  school  and  county  tax  by  county  boards  of  assessors,  section  93,  77 

Form  of  application  for ; 184 

Form  of  notice  to  owners  of  property 184 
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Armories—  Page. 

Exempt,  section  5 10 

Arrears  of  Taxes  — 

Town  councils  and  township  committees  may  adjust,  section  179 137 

Interest  on,  section  176  135 

Collector  to  make  annual  report  of,  section  202 152 

Collector  to  accept  sum  adjusted  by  township  committee,  section  207...  154 

Collector  to  make  return  of,  to  county  clerk,  section  208 155 

See  also  "  Sales." 

Assessments — 

Constitutional  provision  relating  to,  section  27 29 

When  the,  are  made  and  completed,  section  29 31 

Facts  to  be  ascertained  by  assessors,  section  30 32 

Common  councils  in  cities  may  regulate  the  time,  section  29 31 

To  be  by  block  and  lot  number  where  maps  are  provided,  section  37....  38 

Property  subject  to,  section  1 3 

How  they  are  made,  section  27 29 

Of  corporations,  sections  70-89 60-75 

Revision  of,  by  township  committees,  common  councils,  section  50 46 

Of  land  and  improvements  separately  in  cities,  section  39 39 

Of  farm  lands  within  city  limits,  section  40 39 

To  trustees,  executors,  etc.,  sections  18-20,  45-104 21-24,  41-86 

Of  property  omitted  by  assessor,  section  51 47 

When  increased  by  commissioners  of  appeal,  section  103 84 

Interest  on,  when  corrected  by  State  board,  section  120 96 

Lands  purchased  by  municipality  at  tax  sales,  section  155 120 

To  continue  on  lands  bought  by  municipality  for  taxes,  section  155 120 

Errors  in,  how  corrected,  section  178 136 

When  collector  may  receive  in  installments,  section  184 , 140 

Assessor — 

Oath  subscribed  on  duplicate,  section  36 37 

Facts  to  be  ascertained  by,  in  making  assessments,  section  30 64 

When  vacancy  exists,  property,  how  assessed,  sections  53,  94 49-78 

To  make  assessments  by  lot  and  block  number,  sections  35-38 36,  37 

To  value  land  and  improvements  separately,  sections  39-115 39-93 

To  assess  school  taxes,  sections  47,  48 43,  44 

Penalty  for  allowing  deduction  for  debt  without   written   statement, 

sections  35,  36 51,52 

Power  to  ascertain  truth  of  such  statement,  section  56 54 

To  attend  meeting  of  county  board,  section  95 79 

Elected  for   three  years  in  towns,  townships  and  boroughs,  section  125,  100 

Rules  of  the  State  Board  of  Taxation  for  guidance  of. 1 

Compensation  and  fees  of,  section  126 101 

Yearly  salary  in  townships  and  boroughs  in  lieu  of  fees,  section  126 101 

Oath  of  oflfice  of  assessor,  section  127 102 

Statements  may  be  required  by,  section  31 33 

Terms  of,  section  125 100 

Vacancy,  when  office,  is  deemed  vacant,  section  128 102 

To  attend  before  committee  to  revise  assessments,  section  129 103 
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To  attend  meeting  of  county  board  of  assessors,  section  129 103 

To  attend  meeting  of  commissioners  of  appeal,  section  129  103 

To  send  list  of  ratables  and  exemptions  to  State  Board,  section  129 103 

To  make  re-assessment  when  required  by  State  Board,  section  129 103 

To  keep  list  of  ministers,  etc.,  section  129  104 

To  deliver  books  to  successor,  section  129 104 

To  take  State  census  every  tenth  year,  section  129 104 

Penalties  for  failure  to  perform  certain  duties,  section  130 105 

Form  of  oath  to  be  administered  by,  section  32 33 

Meeting  of  the  county  board  of,  section  90 76 

Assessor's  affidavit IgO 

Assessor's  official  oath Iqq 

Assessor's  return  of  creditors 170 

Form  of  ordinance  fixing  compensation  of 171 

Vacancy  in  office,  county  board  to  appoint  committee,  section  94 78 

To  send  duplicate  of,  when  unable  to  attend,  meeting  of  county  board 

of  assessors,  sections  95-130 79-104 

Additional  duties  of,  section  129 103 

Assignees — 

Property  held  by.    See  "  Property  Held  in  Trust." 

B. 

Banks- 
Stock  of  national  and  State,  how  assessed,  section  89... 74 

Stock  owned  by  non-residents,  section  18 23 

Deduction  of  debts  due  to  national  and  State,  section  58 53 

Savings,  how  assessed,  section  87 73 

Officials  of,  to  give  statement  to  assessor,  section  31 33 

Shares  of  national,  taxed  by  permission  of  Congress,  section  89 74 

Shares  of  resident  shareholders  taxed  where  they  reside,  section  89 74 

Shares  of  non-residents,  taxable  where  bank  is  located,  section  89 74 

Keal  estate  taxable  in  district  where  located,  section  89 74 

Officers  of,  to  give  assessor  a  statement  of  stockholders,  section  89 75 

Method  of  determining  value  of  shares,  section  89... 75 

Shares  of  national  banks  in  other  States  non-taxable,  section  89 74 

Bank  to  pay  tax  on  shares  of  non-residents,  section  89 75 

Form  of  return  to  assessors 161 

Bonds- 
United  States,  municipal.  State  and  school,  exempt,  section  5... 6 

Bond— 

Of  collectors,  section  195 I47 

,     Of  county  collectors,  section  196 148 

Form  of  collector's  bond 185 

Boroughs— 

Collection  of  taxes  in,  section  165 126 

Unpaid  taxes  a  first  and  paramount  lien  from  December  20,  section  165..  126 

Unpaid  taxes  a  lien  for  two  years  from  December  20 126 

Election  and  terms  of  collectors  in,  section  186. 142 
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Election  and  terms  of  assessors  in,  section  125 lOO 

General  laws  applicable  to  assessing  and  collecting  taxes  in  townships 
to  apply  to.    See  P.  L.  1897,  p.  307,  ^  45. 

Council  may  cause  assessment  map  to  be  made,  section  38 37 

Assessments  remaining  unpaid  six  months  after  date  of  confirmation  to 

be  collected  by  sale  of  lands,  section  165 126 

Mistake  in  name  of  owner  not  to  invalidate  lien,  section  165 126 

Commissioners   of  appeal  to  meet  on   fourth  Tuesday  of  November, 

section  100 82 

Sales  of  land  for  unpaid  taxes  to  be  conducted  under  act  of  1879  and 

supplements,  section  165 126 

Discount  of  six  per  centum  allowed  on  taxes  paid  previous  to  December 

20  in,  section  175 134 

Council  to  fix  yearly  compensation  of  elective  officers,  section  126 101 

Collectors  in,  their  powers  and  duties,  section  189 143 

Collectors  to  render  account  of  moneys,  place  of  deposit,  section  191 ]44 

Collector  to  make  annual  report,  section  200 151 

Bridges- 
Assessed  as  real  estate,  section  4 : 3 

Companies,  how  assessed,  section  83 69 

Building  and  Loan  Associations — 

How  assessed,  section  85 71 

O. 

Camden  County- 
Time  for  making  assessments  in,  section  29 31 

Camp  Meeting  Associations- 
Exemption  of,  section  5 10 

Canals. 

See  "  Railroads  and  Canak.' 

Cape  May  County- 
Time  for  making  assessments  in,  section  29 31 

Cemeteries  and  Graveyards- 
Exempt,  section  5 9 

Bonds  and  mortgages  given  to  secure  purchase-money  exempt,  section  5..  9 

Certiorari — 

Writs  to  remove  assessments,  to  whom  directed,  section  190 144 

Chancery — 

Mortgages  held  by  Chancellor  not  deducted,  section  61 54 

Church  and  Charitable  Property — 

When  exempt,  section  5 7 

Funds  or  endowment  of,  exempt,  section  5 8 

Cities- 
Time  for  making  assessments  in,  section  29 31 

Common  council  may  change  time  for  making  assessments,  section  29...  31 

Time  for  filing  of  statement  may  be  regulated  in,  section  31 31 

improvements  assessed  separate  from  land  in,  section  39 39^ 
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Farm  land  assessable  by  acre  in  certain,  section  40...., 39 

Revision  of  assessments,  section  46 50 

Commissioners  of  appeal  in,  section  99 81 

Improvements  to  be  assessed  separately  from  land  in,  section  115 93 

Method  of  electing  or  appointing  assessors  in,  section  125  100 

Collection  of  taxes  on  personal  property  in,  section  135  109 

Councils  may  change  time  when  taxes  shall  become  due,  sections  135, 

170 109,130 

Common  councils  empowered  to  exercise  same  authority  and  control 

over  unpaid  taxes  as  township  committees,  section  134 108 

May  purchase  lands  at  tax  sile,  section  134 119 

When  taxes  become  due  and  payable  in,  section  170 , 130 

Interest  on  unpaid  taxes  in,  sections  176-179 135-137 

Sale  of  land  for  taxes  in,  section  163 126 

Assessments  in,  to  be  made  by  block  and  lot  numbers,  sections  35-38...  36,  37 

Collateral  Inheritance  Tax,  section  182 139 

Collection  of  Taxes— 

Proceedings  for,  on  personal  property,  section  131 106 

In  cities,  section  135 109 

Constitutional  mandate  does  not  relate  to,  section  27 29 

Collectors— 

To  notify  taxpayers  of  meeting  of  commissioners  of  appeal,  section  101,  82'. 

To  attend  before  commissioners  of  appeal,  section  103 84 

Tax  warrants  directed  to,  section  134 108 

To  continue  execuion  of  warrants  beyond  term  of  office,  section  153 119 

Evidence  of  right  to  exemption,  section  180  138 

Vacancy  in  office  of,  taxes,  how  collected,  section  185 141 

Election  and  terms  of,  section  186 142 

Oath  of  collector,  office  of,  in  townships  and  boroughs,  section  187 142 

Oath  of  collector  in  townships  and  boroughs,  form  of 171 

Boroughs,  their  powers  and  duties,  section  189 143 

Compensation  of,  section  194 145 

Salary  to  be  in  lieu  of  fees,  section  194 145 

Bond  of,  section  195... 147 

Liability  of,  section  197 148 

To  assess  omitted  property  and  correct  description,  sections  51, 198 47, 150 

When  to  advertise  and  demand  tax,  section  199 151 

To  make  annual  reports  of  receipts  and  uncollectible  taxes,  sections 

200,  202 151,152 

To  furnish  copy  of  duplicate  when  required,  section  201 152 

To  surrender  books  within  certain  time,  section  203 153 

To  attend  before  commissioners  of  appeal,  section  204 153^ 

To  render  account  of  money  received,  section  205 154 

To  collect  taxes  assessed  by  county  board,  section  206 154 

To  accept  sums  adjusted  by  township  committee,  section  207 154 

To  make  return  of  unpaid  taxes  paid  on  real  estate  to  county  clerk, 

section  208 , 155 

13  D  T 
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Terms  of,  section  186 142 

To  subpoena  witnesses  before  commissioners  of  appeal,  section  103 85 

To  make  list  of  delinquent  taxpayers,  section  131 106 

To  be  custodian  of  duplicate,  section  190 144 

In  boroughs,  to  render  account  of  moneys — place  of  deposit,  section  191,  144 

In  towns,  their  powers  and  duties,  section  192 144 

In  villages,  township  collector  to  act,  section  193 145 

When  to  pay  taxes  to  county  collectors  in  certain  counties,  section  199,  150 

Form  of  ordinance  fixing  compensation  of 171 

Form  of  general  notice  to  taxpayers 171 

Form  of  demand  for  taxes 171 

Form  of  return  of  delinquents 172 

Form  of  levy  under  tax  warrants 174 

Form  of  notice  of  sale  of  goods  and  chattels 174 

Form  of  return  of  tax  warrant 174 

Form  of  return  of  unpaid  taxes  on  land 175 

Form  of  return  of  unpaid  taxes  on  mortgages 176 

Warrant  to  collect  taxes  on  mortgages 177 

Return  of  uncollectible  taxes.. 177 

Return  of  unpaid  taxes  on  real  estate  to  county  clerk  178 

Warrant  to  sell  real  estate. .  178 

Receipt  for  taxes  paid  on  real  estate 183 

May  adjourn  tax  sale,  section  146 116 

To  remedy  insufficient  or  erroneous  description,  sections  151,  178,  198.. 

118,136,150 

Fees  of,  for  selling  land  for  taxes,  section  162 125 

Receipt  of  duplicate  is  authority  to  collect  taxes,  section  170 130 

Evidence  of  right  to  exemption,  section  180. 138 

To  continue  execution  of  warrant  after  term  has  expired,  section  153...  119 

Collector  of  Arrears— 

Alias  or  pluries  warrants,  when  directed  to,  section  134 108 

Colleges  and  Academies  — 

Exempt,  section  5 7 

Cominissioners  of  Appeal — 

To  assess  property  omitted  by  assessor,  section  31 47 

Election  of,  in  towns,  townships,  boroughs  and  cities,  section  98 81 

City  councils  may  change  time  for  meeting,  section  100 82 

Collector  to  notify  taxpayers  of  meeting,  section  101 82 

Notice  of  special  meetings,  section  101 82 

Cannot  reduce  valuations  where  taxpayers  refuse  to  be  sworn,  section 

102 83 

Cannot  remit  assessments  to  persons  not  appealing,  section  102 83 

May  increase  or  add  omitted  a-ssessment,  section  103 84 

May  issue  subpoenas,  section  108 90 

Acts  of,  must  be  performed  according  to  statute,  section  106 89 

Under  what  conditions  deductions  for  debt  may  be  allowed,  section  106,  89 

Oath  of,  section  107 89 
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Oath  administered  by  any  ot,  sections  107,  108 89-90 

Payment  of  tax  not  to  deprive  commissioner  of  review,  section  106 89 

Vacancy  in  townships  and  boroughs,  section  107 90 

Compensation  of,  section  109... 90 

Cost  of  appeal,  section  110 90 

To  give  appellant  transcript,  section  111 90 

Penalty  for  neglect  or  refusal  to  perform  duties,  section  112 91 

Collector  to  attend,  section  204 153 

Assessor  to  attend  meeting  of,  section  129. 103 

Form  of  notice  of  meeting  166 

Form  of  oath  of  witness  before 167 

Form  of  judgment  of  commissioners  of  appeal  reducing  tax 167 

Complaint  to,  form  of 168 

Oommon  Council — 

Kevising  assessments  by,  section  50 46 

Comptroller,  State- 
Copy  of  abstract  filed  with,  section  96 79 

Constable- 
Tax  warrant  to  be  issued  to,  by  request,  section  131 106 

Alias  or  pluries  warrants  to  be  issued  to,  section  133 107 

Constitutional  Provision — 

Relating  to  taxation,  section  27 29 

Corporation  s — 

Private,  how  assessed,  section  70 60 

Eeal  estate  of,  assessed  where  located,  section  70 '. 60 

Real  estate  divided  by  township  lines  assessed  where  principal  office 

is  located,  section  70 60 

Visible  personal  property  taxed  where  found,  section  70 61 

Invisible  personal  property  of,  taxed  where  principal  office  shall  be,  sec- 
tion 18. 22 

Capital  stock  not  assessable  in  hands  of  shareholders,  section  70 60 

Having  no  capital  stock  taxable  on  full  amount  of  property  and  valu- 
able assets,  section  70 60 

Express  companies,  how  assessed,  section  82 69 

Foreign,  how  assessed,  section  71 61 

Franchise  tax  for  local  purposes,  section  72 61 

Franchise  tax  for  State  purposes,  section  73 62 

Manufacturing,  how  assessed,  section  78..... 67 

Mining,  how  assessed,  section  84 , 71 

Building  and^loan  associations,  how  assessed,  section  85 71 

Insurance  companies,  how  assessed,  section  86 73 

Turnpike  and  bridge  companies,  how  assessed,  section  83 61 

Street  railways,  how  assessed,  section  76 66 

Telegraph  and  telephone  companies,  how  assessed,  section  77 67 

Oil  and  pipe  line  companies,  how  assessed,  section  80 68 

Water  companies,  how  assessed,  section  81 69 

Savings  banks,  how  assessed,  section  87 .., 73 
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Stocks  of,  when  exempt,  section  6 12 

Foreign,  where  assessed,  section  18 21 

Toll  collecting  companies,  where  taxed,  sections  18,  83 22,  69 

Statements  of,  required  by  assessor,  section  31 33 

Deduction  for  debt,  when  allowed,  sections  55,  70 51,  61 

State  tax  on,  due  on  or  before  first  Monday  in  June,  section  170 131 

Forms  of  return 162 

County  Board  of  Assessors — 

To  assess  property  in  case  of  vacancy  in  assessors,  sections  53,  94.......  .  49-78 

Time  and  place  of  meeting,  section  90.. 76 

May  adjourn  when  quorum  is  not  present,  section  90 76 

Assessors  to  produce  duplicate,  properly  sworn  to,  section  92 77 

Powers  of,  section  93 77 

Majority  of  board  may  assess  when  assessor  is  absent,  section  95 79 

Abstracts  to  be  signed  and  filed  with  county  collector  and  State  Comp- 
troller, section  96 79 

To  determine  the  proportion  of  tax  to  be  raised  in  each  taxing  district, 

section  93 77 

When  and  under  what  conditions  they  may  add  increase  to  ratables, 

section  93 77 

Vacancy  in  office  of  assessors,  committee  of  three  shall  assess  State, 

school  and  county  taxes,  section  94 78 

Non-attending  assessors  to  send  duplicates,  majority  to  act,  section  96...  79 

Collector  to  collect  taxes  assessed  by,  section  206 154 

County  Clerk — 

Return  of  unpaid  taxes  to  be  made  to,  section  208 155 

To  satisfy  tax  record  on  payment  of  taxes  in  arrears,  section  125 162 

To  make  record  of  returns  of  unpaid  taxes,  fees  for.    See  Gen.  Stat., 
p.  3356,  I  343. 

County  Collectors— 

How  appointed,  term,  bond,  compensation,  duties,  section  196 147 

Duties  regarding  school  moneys,  section  196 147 

To  file  and  forward  abstract  of  ratables,  section  196 147 

To  make  annual  statement,  section  196 147 

County  Tax— 

Must  be  paid  first,  section  171 131 

Creditors- 
Assessor's  return  of, 170 

Credits— 

Taxable  as  personal  property,  section  4 4 

Custodian — 

Of  school  moneys,  section  172 131 

Of  duplicate,  section  190 144 
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Deductions  for  Debt—  Page. 

Under  what  condition  allowed,  section  55 51 

Allowed  only  to  creditors  residing  in  New  Jersey,  sections  55-60 51-54 

Statement  must  be  delivered  to  assessor  before  time  for  closing  assess- 
ments, section  55 51 

Of  corporations,  section  55 51 

Allowed  from  personal  estate  in  other  taxing  districts,  section  57 53 

On  account  of  indebtedness  to  national  and  State  banks,  section  58 53 

Penalty  for  obtaining  loan  for  purpose  of  escaping  taxation,  section  59..  53 

Certain  debts  due  State  not  deducted,  section  61 54 

Decisions  in  general,  section  62 55 

For  mortgage  indebtedness,  section  63 55 

When  commissioners  of  appeal  may  allow,  section  105 88 

Deed— 

Of  land  sold  for  taxes,  township  committee  to  execute,  section  157 121 

To  be  recorded,  section  157 121 

To  be  presumptive  evidence,  section  157 121 

When  set  aside,  money  refunded  to  purchaser,  section  160 125 

Delinquent  Taxes — 

Collection  of.     See  "  Sale." 

Collector's  return,  form  of. 172 

Description— 

Of  property  in  duplicate,  section  33 35 

By  lot  and  block,  number  sufficient,  section  35 36 

Collectors  may  correct,  section  35 36 

Error  in,  not  to  invalidate  tax,  section  42 40 

Insufficient,  how  remedied,  section  151 118 

Essential  to  tax  lien,  section  141 113 

Discount  on  Prepaid  Taxes- 
Municipalities  may  allow,  section  175 134 

Six  per  cent,  allowed  in  boroughs,  section  175 135 

District  School  Tax. 
See  "  School  Tax." 

Dog-  Tax — 

General  and  special  laws  relating  to,  section  49 45 

Fees  for  assessing,  section  126 101 

Fees  for  collecting,  section  194... 145 

Proceedings  for  collection  of,  section  183 148 

Do"wer  Rights — 

Mortgages  held  to  secure,  section  65 , » 56 

Duplicate — 

Form  of,  section  33 34 

Exempt  properties  to  be  listed  separately,  section  34 35 

Revision  of,  section  46 50 

Assessor  to  produce,  at  meeting  of  county  board,  section  92 77 

Affidavit  subscribed  to  by  assessor,  section  92 77 

When  duplicate  must  be  delivered  to  collector,  section  170 130 

Collector  the  custodian  of,  section  190 144 
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Collector  to  furnish  copy  of,  when  required,  section  201 152" 

Form  of. 159 

Receipt  of,  from  assessor  is  collector's  authority  to  receive  taxes,  sec- 
tion 170 130 

Collector  to  surrender  to  township  committee,  sections  190-197 144-148 

E. 

Electric  Light  Companies — 

How  assessed,  section  79 68- 

Electric  Street  Railways- 
Assessed  as  real  estate,  section  4 5 

Endowment  Funds — 

When  exempt,  section  5 ■. & 

Error — 

Taxes  paid  in,  when  recovered,  section  177 13& 

In  description,  corrected  by  collector,  section  178 136 

Evasion  of  Taxation— 

Penalty  for,  section  59 53- 

State  board  to  examine  in  cases  of,  section  114 93 

Executions— 

Against  taxing  districts,  section  46 42 

Executors. 

See  "  Property  Held  in  Trust." 

Exemptions — 

Who  are  exempt  from  poll  tax,  sections  1,  9 3, 17 

Persons  and  property  exempt,  section  5 " 

AflBdavit  required  to  secure,  section  7 13^ 

Persons,  to  what  extent,  section  8 14 

When,  must  be  claimed,  section  10 17 

Certificate  of,  may  be  in  form  of  list,  section  11 18 

What  constitutes  evidence  of  right  to,  section  12 18 

Effect  of  falsely  claiming,  section  13 19 

One  only  allowed,  section  14 19 

From  what  taxes  allowable,  section  15 19 

To  be  listed  separately,  sections  16,  35... 20,  35 

Collector's  evidence  of  right  to,  section  180 138 

Collector  may  correct  descriptions  of  land  in,  section  35 36 

List  to  be  forwarded  to  State  board,  section  16 20 

Stock  in  national  banks  in  other  States  non-taxable,  section  89 75 

Laws  to  be  strictly  construed,  section  17 20 

Riparian  lands  belonging  to  State,  section  43 40 

Exempt  mortgages  and  mortgages  on  exempt  property,  sections  6,  64...  13,  56 

Express  Companies- 
How  assessed,  section  82 ..  69* 
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Farms—  ^*^^' 

Divided  by  lines  of  taxing  districts,  section  25 27 

In  certain  cities,  how  assessed,  section  40 39 

Fees- 
See  also  "Compensation." 

Of  collectors  for  attending  before  commissioners  of  appeal,  section  103,  85 

Of  assessors,  list  of,  section  126 101 

Yearly  salary  to  be  paid  in  lieu  of,  section  126 101 

Of  constable  for  advertising  sale  of  timber,  section  136 110 

Of  justice  and  constable  against  mortgage  holder,  section  137 Ill 

Of  collectors,  list  of,  section  194 145 

Fish  and  Biological  Stations — 

Exempt,  section  5 H 

Firemen — 

Exempt  from  poll  tax,  section  1. • 3 

Effect  of  falsely  claiming  exemption,  section  13 19 

Associations  of,  exempt,  section  5 H 

Active  and  exempt,  section  8 • 14 

Members  of  disbanded  fire  companies,  section  8 16 

When  the  exemption  must  be  claimed,  section  10 , 17 

From  what  property  the  exemption  is  allowed,  section  15 19 

To  what  extent  exempt,  section  8 14 

Certificate  of  exemption  may  be  in  form  of  list,  section  11 18 

Five  County  Act,  section  6 13 

Foreign  Corporations- 
Taxation  of,  section  71 • "1 

Forms— 

Of  duplicate  of  assessment 1,^^ 

Assessor's  affidavit 1"0 

Assessor's  official  oath 1"*^ 

Tax  return .' 1^0 

Tax  return  for  private  corporations 1"2 

Tax  return  for  saving  banks  and  insurance  companies 164 

Tax  return  for  State  and  national  banks 165 

Official  oath  of  commissioners  of  appeal 16» 

Notice  of  meeting  of  commissioners  of  appeal 165 

Appeal  from  assessor's  valuation 166 

Subpoenas  for  a  witness ^"^ 

Oath  of  witness  before  assessor  or  commissioner  of  appeal 166 

Judgment  of  commissioners  of  appeal  reducing  assessment 167 

Notice  where  taxpayers  are  assessed  too  low 167 

Complaint  to  commissioners  of  appeal  that  property  has  been  assessed 

at  too  Iowa  rate ^^° 

Judgment  of  commissioners  of  appeal,  making  addition 168 

Petition  of  appeal  to  State  Board  of  Taxation 169 

Judgment  of  State  Board  of  Taxation 170 

Assessor's  return  of  creditors I'O 

Ordinance  fixing  compensation  of  assessors  and  collectors. 171 
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Collector's  oath  of  office 171 

Collector's  general  notice  to  taxpayers 171 

Collector's  demand  for  taxes 171 

Collector's  return  of  delinquents 172 

Justice's  receipt 172 

Common  tax  warrant 173 

Collector's  or  constable's  levy  under  tax  warrant 174 

Collector's  or  constable's  notice  of  sale  of  goods  and  chattels. 174 

Return  of  tax  warrant 174 

Alias  or  pluries  tax  warrant 175 

Return  of  unpaid  taxes  on  unimproved  lands 175 

Warrant  to  sell  timber 175 

Notice  of  sale  of  timber 176 

Return  of  unpaid  taxes  assessed  on  mortgages 176 

Warrant  to  collect  on  mortgages 177 

Return  of  uncollectible  taxes 177 

Return  of  unpaid  taxes  on  real  estate  to  county  clerk 178 

Warrant  to  sell  real  estate 178 

Sale  of  land  for  unpaid  taxes,  notice 179 

Return  of  warrant  to  sell  real  estate 179 

Certificate  of  sale  of  real  estate < 180 

Deed  for  real  estate  that  has  been  redeemed  181 

Collector's  receipt  for  taxes  paid  on  real  estate 183 

Application  for  apportionment 184 

Notice  to  owners  of  proposed  application 184 

Collector's  bond 185 

Franchise  Tax. 

See  "  Corporations." 

How  tax  on,  for  local  purposes  is  assessed,  section  72 61 

What  corporations  are  affected  by  such  tax,  section  72 -  61 

How  tax  is  apportioned,  section  72 61 

On  corporations  for  State  purposes,  section  73 62 

G-as  and  Electric  Light  Companies— 

How  assessed,  section  79 68 

Gloucester  County- 
Time  for  making  assessments  in,  section  29 31 

Time  for  meeting  of  county  board  of  assessors  in,  section  90 76 

Guardians. 

See  "  Property  Held  in  Trust." 

H. 

Hospitals— 

Exemption  of,  section  5 10 

Hudson  County — 

Time  for  making  assessments  in,  section  29 31 

County  board  of  equalization  of,  section  97 80 
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I. 

Imported  Goods-  Page. 

In  hands  of  importer,  nontaxable,  section  6 12 

Improvements — 

Assessed  separately  from  land  in  cities,  section  39 39 

Increase — 

How  made-bv  county  board  of  assessors,  section  93 78 

How  made  by  commissioners  of  appeal,  section  103 84 

How  made  by  township  committees  and  councils,  section  50 47 

How  made  by  State  Board  of  Taxation,  section  119 95 

Notice  necessary  in  case  of,  by  commissioners  of  appeal,  section  103 84 

Notice  not  necessary  when  made  by  township  committees  and  councils, 

section  50 47 

How  made  where  commissioners  of  appeal  have  adjourned,  section  101,  86 

Inhabitant— 

Temporary  residence  does  not  constitute,  section  1 3 

Installments — 

Taxes  may  be  received  in,  section  18i 140 

Payment  of  State  taxes  in,  section  184 141 

Insurance  Companies— 

Having  no  capital  stock,  how  assessed,  section  4 5 

Having  capital  stock,  how  assessed,  section  86  73 

Money  of,  in  transit,  non-taxable,  section  6 11 

Interest- 
On  assessments  corrected  by  State  Board  of  Taxation,  section  120 96 

Collection  of,  on  unpaid  taxes,  section  176 135 

Town  council  and  township  committee  may  adjust,  section  179 137 

On  unpaid  State  franchise  tax,  section  176 135 

On  past-due,  common  council  may  fix  rate,8ection  179 137 

J. 

Judgments- 
Form  of,  by  State  Board  of  Taxation 170 

Of  commissioners  of  appeal,  appellant  to  receive  transcript,  section  111,  91 

Foim  of. 167 

Justice  of  the  Peace— 

To  receive  and  give  collector  receipt  for,  section  131 106 

Form  of  receipt.. 172 

List  of  unpaid  taxes  on  goods  and  chattels  to,  section  131 106 

To  issue  warrant  for  sale  of  goods,  section  131. 106 

To  issue  alias  or  pluries  warrants,  section  133 107 

L. 

Lands— 

Under  tidewater,  how  assessed,  section  43 40 

Sale  of,  for  unpaid  taxes,  sections  141, 169 113, 129 

And  improvements  valued  separately  in  cities,  section  40 39 

Lien — 

Defined,  section  141 113 

On  unpaid  taxes  in  hands  of  trustee,  etc.,  section  54 49 
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On  taxes,  railroad  and  canal  property,  section  75.... 65 

On  land  for  local  purposes,  section  141 113 

When  the,  attaches,  section  141 113 

How  long  it  continues,  section  141 113 

General  law  not  repealed  by  municipal  charters,  section  141... 113 

For  taxes  on  personal  property,  section  141. .-. 114 

Kegulated  by  special  charters,  section  141 114 

Of  purely  statutory  origin,  description  essential,  section  141 113 

Taxes  a  first  lien  on  real  estate  from  December  20,  section  141 113 

Libraries- 
Public,  exempt  from  taxation,  section  5 7 

M. 

Machinery — 

Assessed  as  real  estate  when  attached  to  buildings,  section  4 5 

Manufacturing  Corporations— 

How  assessed,  section  78 67 

Maps— 

For  assessment  purposes,  how  provided,  section  38 37 

Martin  Act- 
Reference  to,  section  167 128 

Middlesex  County- 
Time  for  making  assessments  in,  section  29 31 

Time  for  meeting  of  county  board  of  assessors  in,  section  90 76 

Militia- 
Active  members  exempt  from  poll  tax,  section  1 3 

On  $500  valuation,  section  8 17 

Certificate  of  commissioned  officer  to  be  evidence  of  exemption,  section 

12 18 

Mining  Corporations- 
How  assessed,  section  84 71 

Mortgages— 

On  lands  in  other  States,  section  4 5 

On  exempt  lands,  section  4 5 

When  non-taxable,  section  6 13 

Where  taxed,  section  18 ..'. 22 

Due  to  State  school  sinking  fund,  section  61..... 64 

Not  assessable  unless  deduction  has  been  allowed,  section  63 55 

When  allowed  to  be  assessed  and  collected  in  taxing  district  where  mort- 
gaged land  lies,  section  63 55 

Indebtedness  not  allowed  when  mortagee  is  a  non-resident,  section  64...  56 

On  lands  in  other  States,  taxable,  section  4 -....  4 

On  exempt  lands,  taxable,  section  64 56 

Deduction  of  exempt  mortgages  not  permitted,  section  64 56 

Given  to  secure  purchase-money  of  cemeteries,  exempt,  section  65 56 

Given  to  secure  dower  rights,  how  assessed,  section  65 56 

Collection  of  tfixes  assessed  on,  section  137 Ill 
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Collector's  return  of  unpaid  taxes  on,  form 176 

Issue  of  warrant  to  collect  taxes,  on 176 

Securing  debts  due  to  national  banks,  deduction  for,  section  58 53 

"Five-County  Act,"  section  63 56 

Held  by  administrators  to  secure  dower  rights,  section  65 .'.  56 

On  timber  lands,  when  timber  is  sold  for  taxes,  section  136 110 

Purchaser  at  tax  sale  to  notify  mortgagee,  section  156 120- 

N. 

National  Guard. 
See  "  Militia." 

Non-Residents — 

Bank  stock  of,  assessed  where  bank  is  located,  sections  18,  89 23,  74 

Tax  on,  how  collected,  section  89 74 

Personal  property  of,  where  assessed,  section  18... 23 

To  whom  assessed,  section  22 25 

Lands  of,  how  assessed,  section  42 40 

Partners,  where  assessed,  section  41 44 

Cannot  receive  deduction  for  debts  owing  in  this  State,  section  60 54 

Non-Taxable  Property — 

Classes  of,  section  6 11 

Notice- 
Form  of  collector's  notice  to  taxpayers 171 

O. 

Oath- 
Form  of,  administered  by  assessors,  section  32 33 

Township  and  borough  assessors  must  subscribe  to,  section  127 102 

Office  deemed  vacant  on  failure  or  refusal  to  subscribe  to,  section  128...  102 

Of  borough  and  township  collectors,  section  .187 142 

Assessors,  form  of.. 160 

Of  witness  before  commissioners  of  appeal  or  assessor 167 

Form  of,  administered  by  commissioners  of  appeal,  section  32 33 

Oil  Pipe  Lines— 

How  assessed,  section  80 68 

Omitted  Property — 

Commissioners  of  appeal  to  assess,  section  51 47 

Procedure  when  commission  have  adjourned,  section  52 48 

Notice  in  case  of,  section  103 84 

Form  of. 167 

Procedure  in  assessing  where  commissioners  of  appeal  have  adjourned, 

section  104 , 86 

Collector  to  enter  on  duplicate,  section  198 150 

Taxes  so  assessed  a  lien,  section  104 , 86 

O'wner — 

Defined,  section  24 26 

Tax  not  invalid  in  consequence  of  not  naming  rightful,  section  24 26^ 
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P. 

Parsonages—  Page. 

Exemption  of,  section  5 10 

Past-due  Taxes. 

See  "Arrears  of  Taxes." 

Partnership  Property — 

Assessment  of,  sections  18,  42..  23,  40 

Personal  Property — 

What  it  includes,  section  4 4 

Invisible,  where  taxed,  section  18 21 

Visible,  taxed  where  found,  section  18 21 

Of  corporations,  where  assessed,  sections  18,  70 22,60 

Used  in  business,  where  assessed,  section  18 22 

Of  non-residents,  section  18 23 

Situs  of,  for  taxation,  section  19 24 

Assessment  of,  to  whom  made,  section  24 26 

To  whom  assessable,  section  20 24 

"Whom  are  deemed  owners  of,  section  24 26 

Belonging  to  partners,  section  44 41 

Held  in  trust,  sections  18,  20,  45,  104 21,  24,  41,  86 

Collection  of  taxes  against,  section  131 106 

Mortgages,  where  taxed,  section  18 22 

Pipe  Line  Companies— 

How  assessed,  section  80 68 

Petition — 

Form  of,  to  State  Board  of  Taxation  169 

Pipes  Underground. — 

How  assessed,  sections  3,  80 4,  68 

Poll  Tax— 

Who  are  subject  to,  section  1 3 

Who  are  exempt  from,  sections  1,  9 ' 3, 17 

Assessable  on  inhabitants  only,  section  18  21 

2so  more  than  one  poll  tax  assessed  in  any  one  year,  section  1 3 

Not  to  exceed  one  dollar,  section  1  3 

Collection  of,  section  131 107 

Property  Held  in  Trust — 

Where  assessed,  section  18 21 

To  whom  assessed,  section  20 24 

How  assessed,  section  45 41 

Coming  into  hands  of  trustee  after  assessment  day,  sections  54,  104 49,  86 

Mortgages  held  by  administrators  to  secure  dower  rights,  section  65 56 

Bank  shares  held  in  trust,  where  assessed,  section  89 74 

Taxes  paid  out  of  income  of  property,  section  173 133 

Receivers  to  pay  taxes  out  of  first  moneys,  section  174.. 134 

Collection  of  taxes  on,  section  173 133 

Property  Out  of  the  State- 
On  which  taxes  have  been  paid,  non-taxable,  section  5 7 

Public  Property— 

United  States,  State  and  municipal  property  exempt,  section  5 6 
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Purchaser  at  Tax  Sale—  Page. 

Certificate  of  purchase  to  be  delivered  to,  section  145 116 

Shall  cause  certificate  to  be  recorded,  section  145 116 

Municipality  may  be  purchaser,  section  154 119 

To  give  notice  to  mortgagee,  section  156 320 

Deed  for  land  purchased,  section  157 121 

Purchase-money  refunded  to,  when  deed  is  set  aside,  section  160.........  125 

To  pay  fees,  costs  and  charges,  section  162 125 

R. 

Railroads  and  Canals  — 

Assessed  by  State  Board  of  Assessors,  section  74 63 

What  property  of,  is  locally  assessed,  section  74 63 

Tax,  how  apportioned,  section  75 64 

State  tax  payable  November  1  and  February  1,  sections  75,  170 65, 131 

Ratables— 

County  board  of  assessors  to  make  abstracts  of,  section  96 79 

Rate  of  Taxation — 

How  ascertained,  section  37 37 

Real  Estate — 

What  it  includes,  section  2 3 

Where  and  to  whom  assessed,  section  23 26 

Who  are  deemed  owners,  for  taxing  purposes,  section  24 26 

Divided  by  taxing  district  lines,  section  25 , 27 

Lien  on,  section  141 114 

Of  corporations,  how  taxed,  section  70.. 60 

Personal  taxes  not  a  lien  on,  section  141 113 

Insufficient  description,  collector  to  remedy,  section  151 118 

Unpaid  taxes  on,  collector  to  make  return  to  county  clerk,  section  208..  155 

Re-assessment— 

May  be  ordered  by  State  Board  of  Taxation,  section  113 92 
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Statk  Board  op  Taxation, 

Trenton,  N.  J.,  May  i,  1901. 
To  Taxing  Officials  : 

Genti^emkn — Your  attention  is  called  to  the  following  changes  in 
the  laws  relating  to  taxation  which  have  been  passed  at  the  session 
of  the  legislature  of  igor  : 

Real  Estate  Assessed  Where  Situated. — i.  All  real  estate  which 
is  subject  by  law  to  taxation  except  such  as  is  subject  to  assessment 
under  the  provisions  of  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  New  Jersey, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  taxation  of  railroad  and  canal  property, 
approved  April  tenth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty  four," 
and  the  supplements  and  amendments  thereto,  shall  be  assessed  in 
the  city,  township,  borough  or  taxing  district  in  which  the  same 
may  be  situate  ;  when  the  line  between  taxing  districts  divides  a 
farm  or  other  tract  of  land,  each  part  thereof  shall  be  assessed  to  the 
owner  thereof  in  the  taxingdi§tiiGt--tir''wH^i  the  same  may  be 
located,  and  this  wfecttT^T'S^  dt|iJi|\|i5pRliae  *  be  a  city,  township, 
borough  or  county  li^^  \  U^*^^  \ 

Chapter  86,  approved  March  2^,  it^a^^mendrng  section  i  of  the 
act  approved  Mar ch^,  i8<^)\nkdi-epeaTing  inconsistent  acts  and  tak- 
ing effect  immediatetjL  ^  ^  PV^ 

Deduction  on  Aciount^-jTj&debtetTiiess  to  Banks  or  Trust 
Companies  Not  AlIowe^T— r.  All  real  property  in  this  state,  not 
now  by  law  exempt  from  taxation,  shall  be  assessed  for  taxation  at 
its  true  value,  and  the  full  tax  thereon  shall  be  paid  to  the  collector  of 
taxes,  or  other  proper  ofl&cer  authorized  by  law  to  collect  the  same,  a7td 
no  deduction  shall  be  made  from  the  taxable  value  of  such  real  estate  to 
any  owner  thereof  on  account  of  the  indebtedness  of  such  owner  to  any 
bank  or  trust  company;  provided,  that  nothing  in  this  act  contained 
shall  be  construed  in  any  way  to  alter  or  amend  the  method  of  taxing 
bonds  or  mortgages  or  real  property  which  is  subject  to  morigage, 
or  the  method  of  taxing  the  property  of  railroad,  canal,  bank  or  trust 
companies,  or  the  methods  of  taxing  the  surplus  of  insurance  com- 
panies in  this  state. 

Chapter  pj,  approved  March  21,  igoi,  being  an  amendment  to  the 
act  approved  June  zj,  18(^8,  and  taking  effect  immediately. 


Buildings   Wholly   Used   for   Charitable    Purposes   Exempt. — 

I.  The  following  property  shall  be  exempt  from  taxation,  namely, 
any  building  used  for  purposes  considered  charitable  under  the  com- 
mon law  ;  provided^  the  said  building  is  occupied  in  whole  by  the 
organization  owning  it,  and  the  entire  income  from  said  building  is 
used  for  the  purposes  of  such  organization,  although  supported  partly 
by  fees  and  charges  received  from  the  beneficiaries  or  from  those  who 
receive  the  advantages  of  such  charitable  purposes,  with  the  land 
whereon  the  same  are  erected,  and  which  may  be  necessary  for  the 
fair  enjoyment  thereof,  and  the  furniture  and  personal  property  used 
therein.  Chapter  14.2^  approved  March  22^  1901,  being  a  supplement 
to  the  general  tax  act  of  184.6^  taking  effect  immediately. 

Tables  of  Aggregates  to  be  Prepared  by  County  Board  of 
Assessors. — i.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  county  board  of  assessors 
of  each  county  of  this  state,  and  of  the  county  board  of  equalization 
in  counties  of  this  state  where  such  boards  exist,  when  assembled  at 
the  annual  meeting  as  provided  by  law,  to  fill  out  a  table  of 
aggregates,  copied  from  the  duplicates  of  the  several  assessors  and 
enumerating  the  following  items:  (i)  the  total  number  of  acres  or 
lots  assessed  ;  (2)  the  value  of  real  estate  assessed ;  (3)  the  value  of 
personal  estate  assessed  ;  (4)  the  total  amount  of  deductions  for  debts 
claimed  and  allowed  in  each  taxing  district ;  (5)  the  total  amount  of 
exemptions  allowed  firemen,  veterans  and  members  of  militia  ;  (6) 
total  net  valuation  taxable  ;  (7)  the  number  of  polls  assessed ;  (8) 
the  tax  on  each  poll ;  (9)  the  total  valuation  of  property  exempt  from 
taxation  in  each  taxing  district,  specifying  particularly  and  by 
separate  items  :  (a)  the  amount  of  public  school  property  ;  (b)  the 
amount  of  other  school  property  ;  (c)  the  amount  of  public  property 
other  than  school  property  ;  (d)  the  amount  of  church  and  charitable 
property  ;  (e)  the  amount  of  cemetery  property  and  graveyards ;  (f ) 
the  total  value  of  exempt  propert}^  in  each  taxing  district;  (10)  the 
amount  apportioned  to  each  taxing  district  for  state  school  tax  ;  (11) 
the  amount  apportioned  to  each  taxing  district  for  county  expenses  ; 
(12)  the  tax  rate  per  one  hundred  dollars  of  valuation  in  each  taxing 
district ;  the  blanks  for  filling  out  these  tables  of  aggregates  shall  be 
provided  by  the  state  board  of  taxation  and  sent  by  the  said  board 
to  the  county  collectors  of   the  several   counties,   to   be   by   them 


transmitted  to  the  county  boards  of  assessors  or  county  boards  of 
equalization  at  their  annual  meetings. 

2.  Such  table  of  aggregates  shall  be  correctly  added  by  columns, 
and  shall  be  signed  by  each  and  every  assessor  present,  and  by  the 
members  of  the  county  board  of  equalization  in  counties  where  such 
boards  exist,  and  shall,  within  three  days  after  such  meeting,  be 
transmitted  to  the  county  collector,  who  shall  file  the  same  and  cause 
it  to  be  printed  in  its  entirety,  and  shall  transmit  a  certified  copy  of 
such  printed  table  of  aggregates  to  the  state  comptroller,  the  state 
board  of  taxation  and  the  clerk  of  each  municipality  in  such  county. 

Chapter  iSg,  approved  March  22,  igoi^  repealing  special  and 
general  iiiconsistent  acts,  taking  effect  inunediaiely. 

It  is  important  that  assessors  should  have  ratables  and  exemptions  correctly 
tabulated  and  added  before  the  annual  meeting  of  the  County  Board  in  order 
to  facilitate  the  proceedings  at  this  meeting. 

Dog  Tax  in  Townships.— i.  Every  person  who  shall  keep  or 
harbor  a  dog  (above  the  age  of  six  months)  in  any  of  the  townships 
of  this  state,  shall  be  taxed  yearly  for  one  dog  so  kept  or  harbored, 
the  sum  of  fifty  cents,  and  for  every  additional  dog  (above  the  age  of 
six  months)  the  sum  of  one  dollar  ;  in  addition  thereto  there  may  be 
annually  levied  when  necessary  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  a  further  sum  to  be  assessed  and  collected  in  the  same  manner 
and  at  the  same  time  as  other  annual  taxes  raised  for  the  use  of  the 
state,  county  or  township  are  assessed  and  collected  ;  the  assessors  of 
the  several  townships  in  this  state  shall  set  down  on  a  separate  col- 
umn on  their  several  duplicates,  opposite  the  name  of  each  person  or 
persons,  the  number  of  dogs  which  he  may  own  or  harbor  on  his 
premises  at  the  time  of  making  their  annual  assessment  and  make  a 
return  of  the  same  to  the  township  committee  each  and  every  year 
before  said  duplicate  is  delivered  to  the  collectors  of  said  townships, 
and  the  assessors  of  the  respective  townships  may  strike  off  his  dupli- 
cate or  rate-book  the  tax  assessed  against  any  person  for  a  dog  or 
dogs  on  its  being  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  assessor  by  the 
owner  thereof  that  he,  she  or  they  have  killed  or  caused  to  be  killed 
such  dog  or  dogs  before  the  delivery  of  the  duplicate  to  the  collector  ; 
and  the  said  assessors  shall  set  up  in  at  least  five  of  the  most  public 
places  in  their  respective  townships,  within  ten  days  after  having 
taken  the  annual  list  of  the  ratables,  lists  of  the  name  of  each  person 
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who  shall  have  delivered  to  him  an  account  of  the  dog  or  dogs  and 
the  number  given  in  bj^  each  person  ;  and  each  assessor  shall  be  en- 
titled to  receive  on  settlement  of  his  accounts,  one  dollar  and  fifty 
cents  for  the  list  so  set  up,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  fees  or  tax  herein 
authorized  to  be  collected. 

Sec.  2  provides  a  penalty  for  failure  to  deliver  a  statement  to  the 
assessor  of  the  number  and  age  of  dogs  owned  or  harbored. 

Sec.  3  provides  for  the  destruction  of  dogs  killing  sheep,  &c. 

Sec.  4  provides  that  the  monej'-  collected  from  the  tax  on  dogs  shall 
be  kept  as  a  fund  for  making  good  the  losses  to  sheep,  &c. 

Sec.  5  provides  procedure  for  securing  redress  and  damages  for  loss 
of  sheep,  &c. 

Sec.  6  provides  that  certificates  of  damages  shall  be  presented  to 
the  township  committee  before  the  first  day  of  February  of  each  and 
even-  j-ear. 

Sec.  7  provides  that  act  shall  not  exempt  owners  of  dogs  from  lia- 
bilitj'  from  suit  for  damages. 

Sec.  8  provides  that  township  committees  may  institute  suit  against 
owners  of  dogs. 

Sec.  9  repeals  all  acts  and  parts  of  acts  inconsistent.  Act  to  take 
efi^ect  imraediateh^     Chapter  i6o,  approved  March  22,  igoi. 

This  act  is  intended  as  a  codification  of  the  general  laws  for  the  preservation 
of  sheep  and  extends  the  provisions  of  the  act  to  all  domestic  animals  and 
poultry.  This  act  does,  repeal  the  act  providing  for  the  registration  and  licens- 
ing of  dogs. 

Correction    of    Mistakes   on    Personal    Property    in    Cities. — 

I.  Where,  in  any  city  of  this  state,  it  shall  be  made  to  appear  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  common  council,  board  of  aldermen  or  other 
governing  body  having  charge  and  control  of  the  finances  of  any 
city,  that,  through  an  error  or  mistake,  personal  property  has  been 
or  shall  hereafter  be  assessed  in  such  a  manner  as  to  cause  a  dupli- 
cate assessment  to  be  made  against  the  said  propert}^  or  a  portion 
thereof,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  common  council,  board  of 
aldermen  or  other  governing  body  having  charge  and  control  of  the 
finances  of  such  city,  to  cause  all  such  mistakes  or  errors  to  be  cor- 
rected upon  the  tax  records  of  such  city,  by  the  proper  officers 
ha\nng  charge  of  such  records. 


2.  If,  in  any  case,  by  reason  of  such  error  or  mistake,  any  person 
or  corporation  has  heretofore  paid,  or  shall  hereafter  pay,  a  tax  or 
assessment  upon  such  personal  property  so  assessed,  not  knowing  of 
the  mistake  or  error  in  the  making  of  such  assessment,  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  common  council,  board  of  aldermen  or  other  govern- 
ing body  having  charge  of  the  finances  of  such  city,  to  return,  with- 
out interest,  the  excess  of  tax  or  assessment  paid  on  such  personal 
property,  or  any  portion  thereof,  and  to  cause  the  proper  ofi&cer  or 
oflScers  of  such  city  to  cancel  the  record  of  such  payment,  and  to 
cause  to  be  properly  entered  upon  the  records  of  such  city  the 
amount  that  was  actually  due  after  correcting  such  error  or  mistake, 
and  the  amount  actuallj^  paid  or  retained  in  satisfaction  of  the  same. 

Chapter  SS,  approved  March  7j,  igoi,  taking  effect  immediately. 

Term  of  Tax  Receivers  in  Cities. —  r.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
board  of  aldermen,  common  council  or  other  governing  body  of  any 
city  of  this  state  having  the  ofl&ce  of  receiver  of  taxes,  by  a  majority 
vote  of  all  the  members  thereof  to  fix  a  definite  term,  not  exceeding 
three  years,  for  the  office  of  receiver  of  taxes  of  such  city  ;  and 
when  such  a  term  shall  have  been  so  fixed,  the  incumbent  or  person 
chosen  therefor  shall  hold  office  until  the  expiration  of  the  term  so 
fixed,  unless  sooner  removed  for  cause,  after  a  hearing  given  upon 
charges  preferred.  Chapter  i^o,  approved  March  22,  igoi,  repealing 
iyiconsistent  acts  and  takirig  effect  im^nediately. 

Settlement  of  Taxes  Due  a  Town  or  Township  That  Has 
Become  Part  of  a  City.— Supplement  to  the  act  approved  March 
4th,  1890,  relative  to  past-due  taxes  and  assessments  in  towns  and 
townships.  Provides  that  the  provisions  of  the  act  approved  March 
4th,  1890,  shall  extend  to  past- due  taxes  and  assessments,  and  the 
interest  and  penalties  thereon,  which  have  been  or  may  hereafter  be 
assessed  or  imposed  in  any  township  or  town,  and  the  property  or 
subject  taxed  or  assessed  has  or  shall  thereafter  become  part  of  a 
city  or  other  municipal  corporation,  and  such  tax  or  assessment  has 
or  shall  become  due  to  a  city  or  other  municipal  corporation  ;  the 
common  council  or  governing  body  of  such  city  or  municipal 
corporation  shall  be  vested  with  the  same  power  and  authority  to 
make  such  abatement,  revision,   alteration,   adjustment  and  settle- 


ment  that  is  vested  in  the  township  committee  or  town  council  by 
the  first  section  of  the  act  of  which  this  is  a  supplement. 

Chapter  14.0,  approved  March  22^  1901^  takiiig  effect  immediately. 

Annual  Reports  of  Certain  Corporations  to  State  Board  of 
Assessors.  —  j.  All  corporations  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  this 
state,  other  than  those  which  are  subject  to  the  payment  of  a  state 
franchise  tax  assessed  upon  the  basis  of  gross  receipts,  shall  make 
an7iual  return  to  the  state  board  of  assessors  on  or  before  the  first 
Tuesday  of  May  iri  each  year,  and  shall  state  therein  the  amount  of 
the  capital  stock  of  such  corporation  issued  and  outstanding  on  the 
first  day  of  January  preceding  the  making  of  said  return,  together 
with  such  other  information  as  may  b^  required  by  said  board  to 
carry  out  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  shall  pay  an  annual  license 
fee  or  franchise  tax  of  one-tenth  of  one  per  centum  on  all  amounts  of 
capital  stock  issued  and  outstanding  up  to  and  including  the  sum  of 
three  million  dollars ;  on  all  sums  of  capital  stock  issued  and  out- 
standing in  excess  of  three  million  dollars  and  not  exceeding  five 
million  dollars,  an  annual  license  fee  or  franchise  tax  of  one-twentieth 
of  one  per  centum,  and  the  further  sum  of  fifty  dollars  per  annum 
per  one  million  dollars,  or  any  part  thereof,  on  all  amounts  of  capital 
stock  issued  and  outstanding  in  excess  of  five  million  dollars ;  pro- 
vided, that  this  act  shall  not  apply  to  railway,  canal  or  banking  cor- 
porations, or  to  savings  banks,  cemeteries  or  religious  corporations, 
or  purely  charitable  or  purely  educational  associations  not  conducted 
for  profit,  or  manufacturing  or  mining  corporations  at  least  fifty  per 
centum  of  whose  capital  stock  issued  and  outstanding  is  invested  in 
mining  or  manufacturing  carried  on  within  this  state,  and  which 
mining  or  manufacturing  corporations  shall  have  stated  in  the  annual 
return  to  the  state  board  of  assessors  where  the  mine  or  manufactur- 
ing establishment  of  such  corporation  or  corporations  is  or  are  located, 
the  character  of  the  ores  mined  or  the  goods  manufactured,  the  total 
amount  of  its  capital  stock  embarked  in  the  business  of  mining  or 
manufacturing  and  the  amount  of  capital  stock  actually  employed  in 
New  Jersey  in  carrying  on  such  mining  or  manufacturing  business  ; 
if  any  manufacturing  or  mining  company  carrying  on  business  in 
this  state  shall  have  less  than  fifty  per  centum  of  its  capital  stock 
issued  and  outstanding,  invested  in  business  carried  on  within  this 
state,  such  company  shall  pay  the  annual  license  fee  or  franchise  tax 
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herein  provided  for  companies  not  carrying  on  business  in  this  state, 
but  shall  be  entitled,  in  the  computation  of  such  tax,  to  a  deduction 
from  the  amount  of  its  capital  stock  issued  and  outstanding  of  the 
assessed  value  of  its  real  and  personal  estate  so  used  in  manufacturing 
or  mining.  Chapter  g,  approved  February  ig,  1901^  being  a  further 
supplement  to  act  of  1884.  providing  for  the  imposition  of  state  taxes 
upon  cet  tain  corporations  and  repealing  inconsistent  acts  and  taking 
effect  immediately. 

Martin  Act  in  Towns,  Townships,  Boroughs  and  Other  Munic- 
ipalities Except  Cities.— Chapter  170,  approved  March  22,  1901, 
extends  the  provisions  of  the  act  approved  May  18,  1898,  and  the 
supplements  thereto,  to  all  cases  where  any  tax,  assessment,  water- 
rate  or  water  rent  shall  have  been  levied  or  imposed,  or  attempted  to 
be  levied  or  imposed,  on  any  land  in  any  town,  township,  borough  or 
other  municipality  in  this  state  except  cities,  subsequent  to  the 
passage  of  the  act  to  which  this  act  is  a  supplement,  and  where  such 
assessment,  water-rate  or  water-rent  shall  remain  unpaid  and  in 
arrears  for  the  period  of  one  year.  Chapter  200,  approved  March  22, 
1901,  provides  that 

I.  Where  any  corporation  owns  any  lot  or  lots,  parcel  or  parcels  of 
land  specified  in  said  act  and  authorized  to  be  sold  in  fee-simple 
thereby,  or  has  any  lien  or  liens  thereon,  then  the  same  proceedings 
in  all  things  in  regard  thereto  as  are  required  by  said  act  to  be  taken 
concerning  the  lot  or  lots,  parcel  or  parcels  of  land  specified  in  the 
said  act  and  authorized  to  be  sold  in  fee-simple  thereby  where  any 
person  or  persons  own  or  have  any  lien  or  liens  upon  the  said  lot  or 
lots,  parcel  or  parcels  of  land,  and  all  the  provisions  of  the  said  act 
shall  apply  thereto ;  except  that  the  service  of  the  certified  copy  of 
the  rule  to  show  cause  required  by  the  third  section  of  the  said  act 
shall  be  made  by  the  same  being  sent  by  mail,  with  the  postage 
thereon  fully  prepaid,  directed  to  the  said  corporation  by  its  name,  to 
its  principal  ofiice  in  this  state,  and  in  case  the  principal  office  of  the 
said  corporation  in  this  state  cannot  be  ascertained  upon  careful 
inquiry,  that  then  a  notice,  of  the  kind  as  required  by  the  said  third 
section  of  the  said  act,  in  case  where  upon  careful  inquiry  a  person 
named  in  the  said  order  to  show  cause  is  found  not  to  be  resident 
within  this  state,  directed  to  the  said  corporation,  by  name,  shall  be 


published  in  some  newspaper  published  or  circulating  in  the  town, 
township,  borough  or  other  municipality  in  which  the  lot  or  lots, 
parcel  or  parcels  of  land  are  situated  ;  and  that  said  copy  of  the  said 
rule  to  show  cause  shall  be  mailed  as  aforesaid  within  thirty  days 
from  its  date,  or  the  said  notice  shall  be  published  as  aforesaid 
within  the  same  time  from  the  date  of  the  said  order  to  show  cause ; 
and  upon  the  return  day  of  the  said  order  to  show  cause  there  shall 
be  presented  to  the  court  proofs  of  the  time  and  manner  of  mailing  of 
the  said  certified  copy  of  said  order  to  show  cause,  or  of  the  publica- 
tion of  the  said  notice  and  of  the  manner  in  which  inquiry  has  been 
made  for  the  said  principal  office  of  the  said  corporation  ;  that  if  the 
court  shall  not  be  satisfied  by  the  proofs  that  due  inquiry  has  been 
made  for  such  principal  office,  or  in  other  respects  is  not  satisfied 
with  the  manner  in  which  such  certified  copy  of  the  said  rule  to  show 
cause  has  been  served,  or  in  which  said  notice  has  been  published,  or 
deems  that  further  or  other  notice  shall  be  given,  the  hearing  may 
be  continued  to  a  later  day  and  further  order  made  for  the  service  or 
publication  of  the  said  order,  or  both,  in  such  manner  as  the  court 
may  deem  proper. 

Respectfully, 

THOMAS  B.  USHER, 
Sec'y  State  Board  of  Taxation. 
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